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FILM STARS RADIO PAIN 


Jimmy Walker Heads Combine Of 
Phonograph Interpretive Artists 


James J. Walker, former N. Y. 


mayor, was elected president of the | 


National Association of Performing 
Artists yesterday (Tuesday). The 
move came on the eve of the for- 
mation of an alliance between the 
interpretive artists and the music 
publishers on the proposition of col- 
lecting a special fee on phonograph 
records used in coin-operated ma- 
chines. As head of the NAPA Walker 
will take an active part in closing 
a two-way participating agreement 
with copyright owners and in set- 


ting up the machinery for adminis- | 


tering the coin-machine plan. 
Walker’s election was preceded by 

the resignation of Fred Waring as 

NAPA president. Waring, who has 


held this post since the founding of | 


PAN AMERICAN 


the organization, assumes the chair- 
manship of the board of governors. 
Besides being Shepherd of the Lambs 
Club, Waring has 10 commercial 
broadcasts (Chesterfield) a week. 
For Walker it’s the first titled con- 
nection that he has 


held since he | 
quit as mayor in 1931, though nu- | 


merous propositions have been of- | 


fered him. 


His other show biz con- | 


nections in the interim have been on 


the radio as commentator. 


A delegation from the NAPA is | 


Red Rib 


At a performance of ‘The 
Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert, 
N. Y., some weeks ago, Kath- 


arine Hepburn objected to a red 
tie worn by Dan Tobin and 
asked him not to wear it on 
stage again. Last Friday night 
(27) Van Heflin wore the same 
tie in the first act, Joseph Cot- 
ton wore it in the second act and 
Frank Fenton in the third. Miss 
Hepburn broke up each time. 

At the next day’s matinee they 
surprised her again by putting 
the tie in a box among the wed- 
ding presents she opens onstage 
in the first act. 


GOODWILL VIA 
LUNTS TOUR 


slated to meet with a group of pub- 
lishers to iron out the final details 


Washington, Oct. 31. 


Accustomed to Rehearsing 
Few Lines at a Time, Many 
Takes and General Lack 
of Fast Study, Most of 

| the Hollywood Stars Con- 
trast Poorly with Run-of- 

Mill Radio Actors 


NAME VALUE ALIBI 


Advertising agency radio execs are 
pretty well agreed in the observa- 
tion that film names, with but few 
exceptions, make the least adept 
| performers before a broadcast studio 
,;mike. Film actors are often slow 


studies, unresourceful, and mentally 
slack. Most of the screen lumi- 
naries not only have a difficult time 
getting at the essence of a charac- 


a good effect by stumbling over or 
rushing into dialog. The latter, say 
the agency directors, is equally com- 
mon with dramatic and comedy 
scripts but where it hurts most as a 
rule is in the comedy shows. 
Average program producer would 
much prefer, considering the wear | 


terization or line but often kill many | 


Clouded Stars 


British Journal of Astrology 
has suspended publication. 

Publishers’ reason for the 
mag’s suspension: ‘Uncertainty 
of the immediate future.’ 


AISLES OUT 
FROM NOW 


bugs who disturb both patrons and 
| actors with their antics and heckling 
goes into effect tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) in the Brandt theatres in New 
York. Unit of special house police 
will be on duty at the Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, Windsor, Bronx and Carl- 
| ton, Jamaica, now playing vaude and 
| films, 

Cops will patrol the aisles to 
squelch troublemakers and William 


Plan to curb effervescent jitter- | 


of the coin-machine deal at the offi- 
ces of the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association this morning (Wed- 
nesday). Later in the day a general 
meeting of MPPA members will be 
asked to certify the proposition. 
Basic intent of the deal is for the 
interpretive artists to make the copy- 
right owner a co-administrator of the 
former's common law property right 
in phonograph records and to share 
530-50 on all revenue collected from 
coin-machine sources. 


Ford Show Enunciates 


Raceless Music Credo 
But Guests 1007 Yank 


Detroit, Oct. 31. 

Although Ford Sunday Evening 
Hour this season inaugurated an all- 
American guest policy, program will 
not confine its offerings to American 
music exclusively, according to W. J. 
Cameron, Ford mouthpiece on broad- 
casts, 

‘We receive an occasional sugges- 
tion that this hour confine its offer- 
ings to American music exclusively,’ 
Cameron said in his regular chat 
last week. ‘We believe we have given 
new and old American composers a 
worthy place in our program-mak- 
ing. But there is one thing we hope 
never to lose sight of, namely, that 
the tone world is universal, that in 
the great Republic of Music no na- 
tional, racial nor language bound- 
aries exist nor can exist—witness the 
utter death of music and every art 
where nationalistic or racialistic ex- 
Clusiveness ruleg* 


| 


| 


In line with the Government's ef- 
forts to build goodwill with the Pan- 
American countries, the 


‘partment is considering the idea of 


| 
| 
| 


‘sponsoring’ three-months’ 
American tour next spring and sum- 


mer for Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- | 


tanne. Figure on taking a repertory 
of four or five of the pair’s recent 
productions, with a 


about 60 actors, managers, stage- 
hands, attendants, etc. The Lunts | 


are reported enthusiastic over the 
prospéct. 

Understood the idea is being 
pushed by a heavily-financed cul- 
tural group interested in cementing 
Pan-American friendships. Govern- 
ment would not be asked to under- 
write any expenses for the venture, 
but merely to lend 
‘sponsorship’ to the scheme. 
are said to insist on the latter con- 
ditions. 

Figured that such a tour couldn’t 

(Continued on page 12) 


GIBSON’S CRACK MIDWAY 
PLANS FOR ’40 N.Y. FAIR 


Harvey D. Gibson, new top execu- 
tive of the New York World’s Fair, 
envisions a more popular fair next 


| 
State De-| it is the star that, in most instances, | 


South | 


its name and} 
Lunts | 


| work with regular non-name radio 
actors or people from legit, but since 


guarantees an audience, they must be 
(Continued on page 12) 


The Mob’ Doesn't 
Fancy Expose On 


Horserace Fixing 


company of | 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Sponsors of dramatic shows which 
|deal in gangster or expose themes 
|are beginning to hear from the mob, 
and in not a very nice way. The 
| ‘boys’ make threats, but these threats 
| have nothing to do with tossing pine- 
|apples or taking people for a ride. 
The pressure method is much more 
subtle. The advertiser is 


fected by the expose will start a 
whispering campaign against his 


| product. 
The outstanding case in this re- 
| gard occurred recently when a pro- 


and tear on his nervous system, to | Brandt states that, if 


told that | 
if he doesn’t lay off, the element af- | 


there is no 
|! other way of suppressing ’em, exam- 
ples will be made of the more bois- 
terous. They’ll be prosecuted on dis- 
orderly conduct charges. Theatres 
will also begin the use of screen 
trailers asking patrons to ‘use no 
audible comments and please refrain 
from heckling.’ 

Brandt added that the plan had 
been thought of for some time and 
came to a head with the disorderli- 
ness at the Flatbush last week, when 
‘kids sitting through two and three 
shows heckled Jack Haley. 

Brandt censures the N. Y. Par- 
amount for what he terms, ‘inviting 
and encouraging youngsters to cut 
| up on the thought that it was good 
| publicity.” He specifically points 
| toward Benny Goodman’s first date 


; at the Par when jitterbugs ran wild. | 


Evidence of the Par influence re- |! 
peatedly crops up in his houses, 
Brandt claims. When asked to be 


quiet, kids snap back with ‘well the 
| Paramount allows us to do it.’ 


DEAL ON TO STAGE 
ZANE GREY WESTERNS 


Pasadena, Oct. 31. 
Plans to dramatize Zane Grey’s 


year then the one which closed last 
night (Tuesday). It is something he 
‘has been planning for the past few 
weeks. For one thing, Gibson will 
_make the amusement area—to be re- 
|christened the Great White Way— 
the prime attraction for exposition 
crowds instead of the stepchild that 
it was from the start. 

Gibson, who took charge of opera- 

(Continued on page 12) 


gram announced that its theme for, novels for the stage are being held 
‘the next few weeks will deal with! up pending disposition of his estate. 
lthe fixing of horse races and other | Negotiations, interrupted by the 
devious practices around the track! novelist’s death last week, are being 
that have received newsprint atten-| carried on with his widow by Charles 
tion. The following day the agency | King, local playwright, and Robert 
on the account got a phone call from | Frayne Chapin, screen writer. 

a person who described himself as} Grey's books have never been seen 
having important interests in mak- | on the stage. First to be dramatized. 
ing handbooks. He declared that his | if the deal goes through, will be 

(Continued on page 12) | Heritage of the Desert.’ 


ci (lW WORK PAGE GB Shaw s Revised ‘Geneva’ Sees Italy 
Nixing Axis; Soviet Stepping in on Nazis 


Toronto, Oct. 31. 

World premiere of George Bernard 
Shaw’s revised ‘Geneva’ at the Royal 
| Alexandra here last night (Monday) 
| presents the Irish dramatist at his 
harpooning best and in light of cur- 
rent events, it’s as topical as the 
daily headlines. This is the play 
Shaw promised to keep up-to-date 
for the duration of the war by 
cabling further revisions as soon as 
events warrant. The Theatre Guild 
holds U. S. rights, and is expected 
| to have reps here tomorrow (Wed- 
| nesday) to look il over. ‘Geneva’ 
| is included in the repertoire of the 
| British Colbourne-Jones troupe tour- 
‘ing Canada for propaganda purposes. 

Present writing brings this three- 
/ act commentary on the European 
| scene up to the invasion of Poland 
| and the Soviet intervention. 

Pro-British in the adroit diplo- 
matic maneuvering of the British 


| By ROBERT A. McSTAY 
| 


Foreign Secretary, finale sees the 
dictators bitterly contesting each 
other’s rights, with Italy damning 


the axis and Russia prepared to move 
in once Germany has borne the 
brunt of the struggle. 
Drama has a swiftly-paced back- 
ground to the present war, en- 
hanced by the well-etched character- 
| izations of Europe’s four dictators. 
Prolog of events is marked by hard 
and brittle dialog, shot through with 
neat Shavian barbs and epigrams. 
Only contrast to bombastic ravings 
of the dictators is the sly asides of 
the British Foreign Secretary and 
sonorous findings of the Judge of the 
League of Nation court before which 
the dictators are summoned on indi- 
vidual criminal charges of wun- 
righteous rule. These charges are 
lodged by a Jew, the widow of an 
assassinated South American presi- 
dent, a member of a minority group 
and a Church of England bishop, an 
avowed foe of Communism. 
Final promise is that, with mem- 
(Continued on page 32) 


Son of Morgan Partner 


Batons a Dance Band 
And Advertises Himself 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 

Edward Hopkinson, 3d, whose 
father is a partner of J. P. Morgan 
& Co. and its Philly subsidiary, 
Drexel & Co., has built a band to 
| play at functions of the younger so- 
'cial set here. Young Hopkinson, who 
‘is 18, is a student at Penn Charter 
School, swanky prep institution here. 

Officials of the Musicians Union 
are investigating the status of the 
new band to see whether its play- 
ing at public functions constituted 
‘scabbing.’ If all the members of 
the band are students, the union will 
| probably take no action. 

Hopkinson took space in 


the 


| dailies last week billing himself as 
‘The Popular Penn Charter Student, 
| Eddie Hopkinson.’ 
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And Added Strength in Service 


Manpower Will B 


Removal of war arms embargo and 
recent order by President Roosevelt 
to increase the enlisted strength of 


the U. S. Army and Navy to full | 


peace-time numbers are regarded in 
ihe film trade as factors that are 
certain to be reflected in an upsurge 
of boxoffice receipts in numerous 


cities and towns where war indus- | 


iries and military posts are situated. 

Principal seaboard cities which 
will figure in ‘cash ane carry’ pros- 
perity are ports in the p’ -ximity of 
manufacturing and industrial centers 
where activity is anticipated as soon 
as the neutrality act is passed at the 
special session of Congress. Ship- 
ping spots most likely to be affected 
a-e New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Savannah, Jacksonville, 
New Orleans, Galveston, San Fran- 
cisco and Seattle. 

Predicating their preparations for 


healthy increase of business in mu- | 


oom the Amus. B.0. 
 Lupe’s 3d for RKO 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
' Lupe Velez is slated for a third 
picture at RKO as a sequel to ‘The 


'Girl From Mexico’ and ‘Mexican 
| Spitfire.’ 

Picture rolls as soon as actress 
returns from her 10-week vaude 
tour. 


U. May Be Able 
To Pay Off Part 
Of Pfd. Arrear 


nition manufacturing cities, film the- | 


ztre operators hark oack to the in- 
fiux of workers and families during 
the World War years of 1914-18. At 
that time Bridgeport, Bath, Me; 
Wilmington, Fall River and other 
spots were live amusement towns, 
in some of which theatres cashed 
heavily in both daylight and night 
business, with factories and assem- 
bly plants operating on 24-hour 
schedules. Same cities are believed in 
film circles to be due for comparable 
prosperity when the embargo provi- 
sion is lifted and foreign war orders 
begin pouring in. 

There are currently more than 100 
army posts and stations within the 
territorial United States, including 
supply depots, isolated coast defense 
units and training and testing spots. 
Recent order by President Roose- 
velt to take into the army 60,000 
additional recruits to bring the 
peace-time strength to full authori- 
zation will lift the numbers oO: regu- 
lars at the larger posts to nearly 
twice the present enrollment. Film 
theatres in nearby towns will bene- 
fit greatly, it is believed, by the new 
customers. 

Largest of the army posts are: 

Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio. 

Fort Renning, Georgia. 

Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

Fort BMaccancas, Pensacola, 

Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas. 

Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas. 

Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

Fert Harrison, Indiana, 

Fort Riley, Kansas. 

Fort Warren, Wyoming. 

Fort Douglas, Utah. 


Fla. 


Fort Snelling, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Randolph Field, San Antonio, Texas. 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
Jefferson Barracks. Missouri, 
Fort Des Moines, Towa, 

Mareh Vield, California. 

West Point, West Point, N. Y. 
Fort DuPont, Delaware. 
Parksdale Field, Shreveport, La. 
Fort Moultrie, South Carolina 
T.angley Field. Virginia. 

Fort Monroe, Virginia. 

Miichel Field, Long Island. N. Y. 


Principal shore stations of the 


U. S. Navy are: 
Marine Barracks, Quantico, Va. 
Naval Training Station, Newport, R. 1. 
Naval Training Station, Hampton Roads 
Norfolk, Va. 
Roads, Norfolk, Va. 
Naval Training Station, 
Hi. 
Nival 
Naval 
Calif. 
Navy Yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Navy Yard, Boston, Mass. 
Submarine Base, New London. 
Receiving Ship (U.S.S. Seattle), 
Yard, N. Y. 
Navy Yard, Charleston, S. C. 
Marine Parracks, Cavite, P. I. 
Naval Hospital, Canacao, P. I. 
Naval Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Naval Hospital, League Island, Pa. 
Naval Proving Grounds, Dahlgren, V 
Naval Air Station, Hampton Roads, Va 
Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, Il. 
Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, N. J. 
Navy Yard, Mare Island, Calif. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Babcock 
Baranova 


Great Lake, 


Fla. 
Diego, 


Air Station, Pensacola, 
Training Station, San 


Conn. 
Navy 


Morie) 


Jrina 


Allyn Joslyn 
Melchior Lengye} 


Adolph Bohm Tom Lewis 
lee Bowman Al Liehtman 
Frey Brown Harry Maizlish 


Lee Marcus 

S. Barret McCo; 
mick 

Jimmy McHugh 

Eddie 

Beverly Roberts 


Tawton Campbell 
J. Cheever Cowdin 
Pat de Cicco 
BRroderick Crawford 
Joan Davis 

Ned Depinet 


Alan Dinehart James Roosevelt 
Edward Dmytryk Lou Schreiber 
Nat Dyches Jack Skirball 


Paul Sloane 
Robert Stevens 
Lana Turnet 
Arleen Whelan 
Mareo Wolf 


Margaret Ettinger 
Fanchon 

Freddie Faust 
Monroe Greenthal 
Al Jolson 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Jack Miller 

R. M. Savint 
David O. Selani 
Kate Smith 

Ted Straeter 
Three Stooges 
Svlvan Taplinge: 
| Jane Tompkins 

| Lucile Watson 

| Mrs. Sol Wurtze 


Harry Acterman 

T.vnn Bari 

Jay David .Rlaufex 

Harry (ohn 

Herry Colin 

Ted Collins 

Mr. and Mrs. Ri 
cardo Cortez 

Crewe 

Walier Kane 

W. Maloney 


Universal is expected to show 
such marked improvement in earn- 
ings for the fiscal year ending Oct. 
28 last that the company is reported 
working on a plan whereby dividend 
arrears the 
would be paid off. Company owes in 
excess of $50 on this preference 
issue, which is listed on the N. Y, 
Stock Exchange. Plan for clearing 
up part of the arrearages presumably 
would call for cash payment because 
the company management is known 
to be opposed to any new recapitali- 
zation plan. If recap  propositicn 
were voted it would probably mean 
issuance of additional common 
shares, and U is purportedly opposed 
to this. 

Because there are only around 
18,000 shares of this preferred out- 
standing, Universal would be able to 
pay off $30 of dividend arrears with- 


out laying out more than $540,000. | 


This amount is about half of the net 
profits anticipated for the past fiscal 
year. 

Although it is not known definitely 
thus far, some plan for calling in this 
preferred, paying up past due divi- 
dends, and supplanting it with an- 
other preferred issue might’ be 
worked out. Whole idea would be to 
reduce the annual dividend require- 
ments on this preferred, thereby af- 
fecting a healthy future operating 
economy. 

Universal shows a net profit. after 

| all charges excepting federal taxes, 
of $989,000 for the first three quarters 


| ending last July 29. Before the Eu- | 


ropean war broke out last August, 
the management expected to show 
$1,250,000 for the fiscal year ending 
last Oct. 28. Just how much this 
dislocation will cut into the final 
quarter is not known thus far be- 
cause the annual report will not be 
issued until late in December or 
early January. 

Because U ends its fiscal year in 
October, the final quarter must take 
into account amortization costs of 
new season product released in Sep- 
tember and October. All foreign 
business also must be figured in for 
these last three months. Wall Street 
is looking for a net in excess of 
$1.100.000. 


| ARRIVALS 


‘At the Port of New York) 
Luise Rainer, Margaret Moffat. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernest Schelling, Zino 


Francescatti. 


SAILING 


listed preferred | 


Warners-Fox-W.C. 
Product Deal All Set; 
| Late Picture Seliing 


| 


| Agreed upon in principle to cover 
theatres where not in conflict 
with independents that were previ- 
ously sold, the Warner-National 
Theatres (Fox-West Coast) product 
| deal is nearing completion. Carl 
|Leserman, assistant general sales 
| manager of WB, is on the Coast 
| supervising the final details. 

| Reaching an impasse in negotia- 
tions earlier in the season, the War- 
ners and National got together sub- 
|sequently after WB had sold op- 
position accounts in around 50 sit- 
uations. 

Ben Kalmenson, western sales 
manager, who personally handles 
| selling away in the west, returned 
‘to New York Monday (30) from 
| conferences with local sales forces 
Pittsburgh, Chicago and Minne- 
apolis. 

3 Weeks’ Palavering 
Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Warners’ product buy for 1939-40 
_by Fox West Coast Theatres is ex- 
' pected ‘o be wound up early this 
week, following thre> weeks of con- 
|ferences here between WB. sales 
| chiefs and circuit operating heads. 
Deal covering F-WC_ in 
_Northern California was worked out 
| several weeks ago, but huddles have 
‘been necessary to work out details 
of contracts with Souther California 
, houses. 

Car] Leserman, assistant to Grad 
| Sears in New York; W. E. Callaway, 
' western district sales chief, and N. 
—H. (Jack) Brower, manager of Los 
| Angeles exchange, have been sitting 
in for WB, with Charles P. Skouras, 
prexy, and Larry Kent doing most of 
work for F-WC. 


Meono’s Deals 
Monogram has ¢losed up several 
last-minute deals, including with 


Fox-West Coast, Blatt Bros. in west- 
ern Pennsylvania; Fox Intermoun- 
tain in the Salt Lake territory; J. 
D. Peck’s Community circuit in 
Iowa: Danville Enterprises, Wash- 
ington; and C. H. Davison in Utah. 
A franchise for three years has 
been negotiated by Columbia with 
the Skourases for the entire Nation- 
al Theatres chain, numbering close 
to 500 theatres. Abe Montague, gen- 
eral sales manager of Col, closed it 
in the east. 
| Final agreement on the three-year 
termer completes circuit negotiations 
for Columbia on the 1939-40 product, 
only the usual straggling smaller 
accounts remaining. 


ALL WANNA GET IN 


Yodeling Waiters, Etc. 


Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, which 
diverse membership such perform- 
ers aS opera singers, acrobats, toe 
dancers, circus clowns and sideshow 
freaks, has received charter appli- 
cations lately from even further re- 
moved groups. 

Organization's international board 
last week refused to charter a group 
of more than 100 boxers, but hasn't 
| yet acted on other bids from spokes- 
men for wresilers, ballroom dance 


|! unlawful 


/U. S. Senate on Friday 
_nearly a month of debate, film com- 


Producers Foresee 


Dire Results 


At Hwood Studios Unless IATSE 
Rescinds Its 10% Wage Increase 


Come Fly With Us 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Photographic division of U. 
Army is readying production of a} 
series of two-reel pictures to propa- 
gandize army aviation and show the 
advantages of a career in the serv- | 
ice. Films will be produced at the! 
rate of one a month. 

Plans for the new series were dis- 
closed by inquiries to the studios 
asking about costs and other de- 
tails. 


Copyrighted Pix 
Exempted From. 
‘Cash-and-Carry 


By the inclusion of a last minute | 
amendment of the important ‘cash 
and carry’ provision in the Neutral- 
ity Bill of 1939, which passed the 
(27), after 


pany executives and lawyers 


| breathed easier in the belief that ex- |, 


portation of film 


| passage, 


| buffs. 


| California 


| films abroad_ under 


} 


to warring Eu- 
ropean countries will not be ham- | 
pered by the measure. Resolution 
now goes to the House, and early 
with the film exclusion 
clause a part of the act, is antici- | 
pated. 

Throughout the several weeks of | 
debate in the senate, efforts to amend | 
the act in order to protect copyright 
ownership of films shipped to the 
war zone had met with repeated re- 
In the closing hours of the 
discussion, however, Senator Hiram | 
Johnson (Cal.) slipped in the desired | 
exemptions, and the amendment was 
accepted without discussion. The 
senator stated that the 
purpose of his proposal was to pro- 
tect the film industry, which ships 
license (lease) 
agreements, and not by outright sale. 

Paragraph (c) under Section 2 of 
the act, as introduced, declared it 
for any American manu- 


|facturer to export any articles or | 
| materials ‘until all right, title, and | 
4 A’s Get Applications from Rasslers, | 


includes among its | 
|attempting to obtain a modification 


teachers and singing waiters. Sev- | 
eral years ago a charter request | 


from the six-day bicycle racers was 
!also nixed. 


Holman Leaves Col. 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
William S. Holman settled his con- 
tract as Columbia studio manager 
and checked off the lot after eight 
years. 
H. A. McDonnell, studio comptrol- 


Nov 11 «New York to Genoa) Isa | ler for several] years, takes over the 
Miranda (Rex). ‘Holman post. 

Other News of Interest to Film 
Jitters snags U. S. production in England....................Page 12 
|} London eases legit Page 12 
|| War reissues duds in Australia... Page 12 
‘March of Time’ ducks war radio............. 0. Page 19 
Mrs. George Kaufman's radio script for Zasu Pitts..... ee Page 19 
| Radio reviews: George Jessel, ‘Good News.’ Walter Huston, 


interest therein shall have been 
transferred to some foreign govern- | 
ment, agency, institution, association, 
partnership, corporation or national.’ 

Film lobbyists for days had been | 


and exemption for films. As _ the 
hour for final vote approached, it 
was believed that the bill would go 
through as submitted. At the mo- 
ment of greatest suspense, in true | 
theatrical tradition. Senator Johnson 
asked to include the words, ‘except 
copyright articles or materials.’ 

It was explained that films seldom 
are sold outright to foreign distribu- | 
tors but are leased, with the title of | 
ownership retained by the American 


| producer. 


{ 


Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors’ director meetings have be- 
come weekly affairs since the Euro- 
pean war produced a crisis in for- 
eign business. Last week, there was 
the usual session on Wednesday ' 
and then another adjourned meet- | 
ing on Friday (27). No official ac- 
tion was reported as having been 
taken at either confab. Latest de- 
velopments in European field and 
the neutrality bill were chief topics | 
of discussion. 


Henry King’s 7 Aides 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Seven assistant directors are work- 
ing on ‘Little Old New York’ at 20th- 
Fox. 
Most of them were assigned by 
director Henry King to handle 750 
extras. 


PASCAL’S PLAY 


Ernest Pascal, Hollywood scripter, 
at present vacationing in New York, 
will remain east three or four more | 
weeks. 

He has no definite screen writing 
plans upon his return to the Coast, | 
but is putting the final touches on 


} an untitled legit play. 


| States. 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Plea by the producers for the 
IATSE to ‘voluntarily relinquish’ the 
10% wage increase granted the 
crafts Sept. 25 was couched by E. J, 
Mannix, chairman of the Labor Ne- 
gotiating Committee, in a letter to 
William Bioff, chairman of joint ne- 
gotiations committee for the IA. Ap- 
peal was made to a ‘sense of fair- 
ness and decency and your interest 
in preserving jobs in a going indus- 
try for the men you represent.’ 

Bioff will discuss the latest pro- 
ducer move with IA tops and the 
belief is prevalent that the request 
for the 10% kickback will meet 
favorable reaction with the union as 
it would provide more jobs for un- 
employed if the old scale were re- 
stored. 

Following is 
Bioff: 

‘On Sept. 25 companies producing 
motion pictures granted to the crafts, 


Mannix's letter to 


_represented in IATSE, a 10% in- 
crease in basic wage rates. An in- 
crease even greater than finally 


granted was demanded by you. De- 
spite fact war had just begun, creat- 


| ing conditions which were bound to 


vitally injure this already harassed 
industry. 

‘At meetings which preceded 
granting this increase we attempted 
to show you the inevitable and tre- 


mendous effect the closing or part- 
| time closing of theatres in warring 


countries; depreciation in value of 
English money; embargo on export 
of money by many countries; and 
many detrimental changes to our 
business taking place not only in the 
war zone, but throughout world. We 
asked you then for postponement of 
our negotiations until conditions 
clarified so we could prove validity 
of the seriousness of Our problem. 
We pointed out to you all studios 
were engaged in a desperate effort to 
cut production costs; that many em- 
ployees were being asked to take 
temporary cuts in salary to main- 
ta‘. their studios in operation; and 
that granting this increase to your 
group would not alone halt this at- 


| tempt at economy, but would be the 


signal for demands from every group 
who felt that they were just as de- 
serving of more pay as your group. 
Arguments 

‘We pointed out to you that the 
crafts you represent were enjoying 
wage scales which, in practically 
every instance, were not alone high- 
er than that enjoyed by workmen 
outside motion picture industry, in 
like crafts in Los Angeles, but were 
higher than in any part of the United 
We called to your attention 


the fact that in normal times we 


| have been more than fair in granting 


wage increases to vur employees. 
(Since 1936 and prior to the present 


| increases to our employees we have 


given two increases of 10% or more 
each to the crafts you represent). 
‘Without regard to fate of this 


| business, without regard to ultimate 
| effect on jobs of very people you 


callously and with 
argument of threatened force, in- 
sisted On an increase. You threat- 
ened everything from picketing the 
homes of our executives to closing 
our studios and motion picture the- 
atres of America. 

‘Forced to choose between 
threats and granting of your de- 
mands, denied decent time for de- 
velopment and presentation of facts 
and arguments to you, we yielded 
and granted your demands. We were 
not proud of that action then, and 
subsequent events have given us 
even greater reason to regret it. 
Even in the short time that has now 
elapsed, we realize more fully the 
disaster which your _ ill-considered 
action must cause this industry. 

‘The foreign situation is even more 
threatening and difficult than at the 
time of our negotiations, and will 
inevitably cut millions of dollars 
from monies available for making 
motion pictures. The granting of 
your demands has loosed a flood of 
demands from other employe groups 
for wage increases and changes in 
working conditions which collective- 
ly are impossible to grant, and must 
mean absolute ruin. 

‘In practically every instance the 
group making demands admits ece 
nomic difficulties in which this in 
dustry finds itself, and which thei 
demands will increase, but justif 
them by argument that even thou: 

(Continued on page 39) 
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CINEMA CITY 


GN Lays Off 50%, of Home-Office 
for Weeks Pending New 


Financing; Bankruptcy Vacated 


ployes 
fice, principally executives, were 
given a two week’s furlough, starting 
Monday (30), to conserve the com- 
Some 


pany’s depleted resources. — | 
branch managers and district men | 


were also instructed to take the fort- 
night’s layoff without pay. 

Most of the employes got first wind 
of their temporary plank-walking 
with the receipt of letters at their 
homes Monday morning. In several 
cases the postman arrived too late, 
and they showed up at work only to 
be sent home. 

Earle W. Hammons, GN prez, de- 
clared the employes would all be 
taken back when the current re- 
financing is completed. He estimated 
that two weeks would be the maxi- 
mum time required, citing the fact 
that the company had convinced both 
a Federal judge and a creditors’ 
committee that a promised $1,600,000 
was at hand. 

Creditors’ confab at the Hotel As- 


tor, following bankruptcy hearing 
last Friday, was called by Arthur 
Selig, attorney for the three creditors 
who brought the bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings. About 25 creditors attend- 
ed, although there are said to be 
more than 100. 

Saul E. Rogers, attorney for GN, 
addressed the meeting, convincing 
those there that their best chance of 
collecting ‘is to refrain from such 
tactics as silly bankruptcy proceed- | 
ings.’ New financing, he said, would | 
easily take care of them. Willing to | 
wait and see, creditors adjourned 
without taking action or setting an- 
other meeting date. 

Court Pans GN 

After launching a scathing de- | 
nunciation of the attitude of offi- | 
cials of Grand National Pictures, 
Inc., Federal Judge Samuel Mandel- 
baum Friday (27) dismissed the in- | 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy 
which was filed Monday (23) against 
the company, and released the tem- 
porary receiver, Simon H. Rifkind, 
from his duties. The judge declared 
that, after the involuntary petition 
was filed, and the request for a re- 
ceiver made, he had waited three | 
full days before taking any action, 
expecting opposition from the com- 
pany. None was forthcoming, so he 
reluctantly signed the petition. It 
has been alleged that the debts of | 
the company are in excess of $500,- | 
000 and tangible assets only about 
$40,000. | 

Rogers revealed to the court that 
the RFC, a day after the involun- 
tary petitions had started, agreed to_ 
advance $450,000 to the company. | 


Details of New Coin 
Hammons elaborated on this, ex- 
plaining that a further loan of $150,- 
000 would be forthcoming for oper- 
ating expenses and $1,000,000 from 
Felt & Co., Wall street bankers, for | 
Production. The $150,000 will come 

(Continued on page 32) 


BAD EAR INTERRUPTS | 
LEVY’S COAST HUDDLES 


; Jules Levy, who planned proceed- 
Ing on to the Coast from Chicago, to 
huddle on several propositions, could 
not go on due to ear trouble, and is 
now in Rochester, Minn., at the Mayo 
Bros. clinic. He has lad consider- 
able trouble recently with a bad ear, 
and before leaving RKO, of which 
he was general sales mgr., Levy had 
Planned getting the treatments, but 
the press of sales matters prevented. 

Vy’s new setup may be a pro- 


ducing unit for release through Uni- 
Versal, 


Ruth Mack Leaves 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Ruth Mack ended an eight-year 


tenure as Call Bureau head for the 


Producers Ass'n. 


Pog takes a three monhts’ vaca- 
‘on in South America. 


| calmed down. 
| Lewin now, and the formation of a | 


+ 
-oximately half of the 40 em- 
ayy Grand National’s home of- Laure! Hardy S Own Co. 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy or- 
ganized a new producing company 
known as Laurel and Hardy Feature 


Shipman, 
as the 


Productions, with Ben 
Laurel’s personal attorney, 
third member. 

Outfit plans to make comedies. 


Goldwyn Burns 
Anew at Loew's 


Unit Joming UA 


Sam Goldwyn, already plenty 
burned at United Artists, had an- 
other touchy spot rubbed again a 


couple weeks.ago when Albert Lewin | 


joined David Loew in a new UA pro- 
duction unit. 


| come into the UA producer setup 
| some months ago, to which Goldwyn 


put up a terrific squawk. He had no 
special grievance against Loew, but 
merely in principal opposes increas- 
ing the number of UA producers. 

No signs of activity were shown 
by Loew, however, and Goldwyn 
With the addition of 
new company, Goldwyn is again 
ablaze, it is said. 

Loew and Lewin have announced 
no plans as yet, but they are seeking 
properties and buildi g up studio 
and executive staffs in preparation 
for production that may bring them 
picture-makers in the co-op dis- 
tributing company. 

Goldwyn, who is awaiting a deci- 
sion in Federal court in New York 
on a suit to break his pact with UA, 
still hasn't collected approximately 
$35,000 due him as his share of the 
last calendar year’s prov ucers’ bonus 
under the so-called ‘Silverstone 
Plan.’ It has been voted to him, but 
he refuses to accept it, allegedly be- 
cause strings have heen attachea 


which he considers another reason | 


for breaching his termer. 


M-G Propagandizes 
Exhibitors in Drive 
To ‘Mik the Picture’ 


Carefully planning a campaign to 


steam exhibitors into getting the 
|maximum out of product that has 
been bought, Metro this week be- 


gins to bombard a total of 12,000 ac- 
counts on its books with an of- 
fensive designed to get more out of 
pictures in the domestic market than 


| has been the case up to now. 


Object of the appeal being to milk 
the Metro features that will be de- 
livered this season (1939-40) to the 
utmost, Metro will continue the 
campaign for an indefinite period 
and concentrate part’ularly on the 
bigger attractions as they come 
along. The 12,000 theatres on the 


| mailing list for the drive makes up 


the total that has bought Metro for 
1939-40 and, in some cases, also 1940- 
41 and 1941-42. 


$220,000 More Needed 


Loew made a deal to | 


| into real competition with the other | 


| 


, velopments as they arise. 


strong 


LAGUARDIA 


Mayor Got New York An 
Airport, and Amusement 
Labor Unions Think He’s 
Just As Serious About Re- 
viving Production East 


NEW EMPLOYMENT 


being planned to return production 
to the east, in whole or part, and 
the building of a so-called Cinema 
City, as one reported recommenda- 
tion, New York labor crafts in the 
film field are meeting today (Wed.) 
with Mayor F. H. LaGuardia to dis- 
cuss ways and means of pushing the 
objective. The Mayor, recently ad- 
dressing a session of the Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers in New 
York, decried the fact that there 
wasn’t more film-making on _ the 
eastern coast, and indicated he was 
going to try to do something about it. 


In union circles it is said that if 
Mayor LaGuardia was serious about 
giving New York an airport, as he 
finally did, he is doubly determined 
ito get back some of the picture pro- 
duction that has moved west durinz 
He is quoted 


| the past 20 years or so. 
as having assured film labor 
itives concerning this. 
| being held today (Wed.) at the sum- 
jmer city hall will be concerned with 
discussion of most suitable steps to 
be taken in at least getting a portion 


of the Hollywood's production moved | 


' east. 

Unions involved, numbering a half 
| dozen, are planning to make various 
recommenidations to the Mayor and 


With a powerful union offensive | 


execu- | 
The session | 


FOR NEW YORK 


M-G Drops Freddie 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Freddie Bartholomew was dropped 
from the Metro payroll after five 


years on the Culver City lot. His | 
last picture there was ‘Listen | 
Darling.’ 


Currently the British lad is work- | 


_ing in ‘Swiss Family Robinson’ at 
| RKO. 


Alex Korda May 
Produce In The 


Alexander Korda may remain in 
America when he comes over from 
England to attend the annual stock- 
holders’ meeting on Nov. 14 in New 
York. Korda, it is said, may go to 
| the Coast and arrange for production 
there inasmuch as it is virtually im- 
i possible for him to continue on his 
| former basis in England. 

Korda has long spoken of coming 
|!to America to work. It was at first 
| believed that that would be unlikely 
during the war since the producer is 
| so tied up with Britain that it would 
| create a bad taste there were he to 
scram the country. His sudden an- 
nouncement that he was coming over 


to acquaint him with what's what | for the stockholders’ meeting and the 


| concerning the situation, so that defi- 
|nite plans may be undertaken. In 
|one quarter it was pointed out that, 
| with around $250,000,000 spent on the 
|Coast during a season, if only 10% 
(of production were moved east, this 
| would involve $25,000,000 and pro- 
vide much additional employment for 
ithe east. 

In addition to the film unions, the 


entire N. Y. State Federation of La- | 


| 


bor is behind the movement, in which |} 


Mavor LaGuardia figures. Bernard 
Tasler, public relations representa- 
tive for the Federation, has been 
brought in by the unions to serve in 


| present mild state of the European 
conflict have somewhat upset that 


| reasoning, however. 


} 
| 


a similar capacity on the camnaign | 


now getting under way, with his of- 
fice to be the clearing house on de- 
Another 
behind push for 


force the 


more production east is Tom Murtha, | 


yf Local No. 4, Brooklyn, stagehands, 
who is first vice-president of the 
Central Trades & Labor Council. 
Near the Fairgrounds 
There is a possibility, from ac- 
counts, that the upshot of the mayor’s 
interest in weaning production away 
from Hollywood, that a Cinema City 
might be built near the World’s 
Fair grounds for concentration of 
film-making by more that one com- 
pany, provided nec 
ments could be made. 
In just what way producers are 
going to be approached to urge giv- 
ing N. Y. a break on film-making is 
not known pending today’s meeting 
with the mayor. Comment in one 
quarter was that if the so-called ham- 


ssSary arrange- 


and-egg plan in California’ goes 
throucth, with resultant taxation to 
cover the old-age pensions, that | 


might act as an influencer for pro- 
ducers deserting Californian soil. 

' Unions involved in the east include 
Local 52, Studio Mechanics, whose 
| Sol Scappa 
| mover in the campaign to get more 


| from 10% 


is importantly a prime- | 


production here; Local 702, Labora- | 


tory Workers; Local 644, Camera- 
men: Local 829, United Scenic Art- 
lists; No. 1, N. Y. stagehands; No. 4. 


lor Laemmle Taxes, Ete. Brooklyn stagehands, and Local 306, 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Executors of the Carl Laemmle es- 


tate will sell $220,000 in bonds to 


meet expenses and payment of in- 
heritance and estate taxes. 


Previously 900 shares of stock were Scenic Artists, 200; Local 306, 2,000.| ing touches on ‘The Great Victor | 
(Continued on page 46) | 


put up for sale in the open market. ' 


|Moving Picture Machine Operators. 
Some are more importantly con- 
cerned than others. Local 702 has 
a membership of around 1,000; Local 
'52 about 350; the Cameramen, 200; 


Because of censorship it is 
known when or on what boat the 
British producer will sail. 


Much Yiddish and Negro Pic Prod. 
East; Average Cost $15,000 Per 
Feature, Usual Gross Around 356 


Termer has been signatured by 
Sepia Art Pictures, Inc, New 
York, with Joe Seiden for produc- 
tion of 12 two-reel Negro films at 
Seiden’s studio in Fort Lee, N. J. One 
of the pix had been completed prior 
to consummation of the deal, pre- 
view last month at the Apollo, N. Y., 
being the deciding factor in Sepia’s 
decision to have the others made. 
Work on the 11 additional will be- 
gin at once. 


Seiden has just completed three 
Yiddish films. They are ‘Motel the 
Operator,’ a _two-reeler, starring 
Chaim Tauber; ‘Kol Nidre’ and ‘My 
Son,’ with Jerry Rosenberg, juve, 
and Gustav Berger and Fannia 
Rubina. Latter two are full-length 


U. S. for a Spell 


not | slate. 


| Depinet, McCormick 


Back From Coast Glom 
Of New RKO Pictures 


Ned Depinet, RKO distribution 
chieftain, and Barrett McCormick, 
ad-publicity director, returned to 
New York Monday (30) by plane 
after viewing the largest completed 


group of films at one time that they | 


have seen, including 


pictures that | 


take release up into January. George | 


J. Schaefer, president, out on the 


| Coast about a month now, was sched- 


uled to leave yesterday (Tues.) but 


prior to returning to New York is | 


going to take a vacation of about 10 
davs elsewhere. 

Schaefer has been on the Coast 
overseeing production and discussing 
the cuts with studio personnel and 
contractees which was enforced at 
the home office recently, ranging 
up to 50%. He is said to 
have been satisfactorily successful in 
getting cooperation from the studio 
forces in that connection, in spite 
of general efforts to resist cutting, 
notably among directors, writers and 
talent. 

Depinet and McCormick saw 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ in its 
finished form prior to editing as well 
as ‘That’s Right, You’re Wrong.’ ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,’ ‘Pinnochio’ in its 
black-and-white stage before color- 
ing and scoring; ‘Meet Dr. Christian’ 
and ‘Allegheny Uprising.’ They also 
looked at portions of ‘Viail in the 
Night’ and ‘Swiss Family Robinson.’ 

‘Hunchback,’ starring Charles 
Laughton, will be a New Year's week 
release. 


Par Seals Stone 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Paramount handed Andrew Stone 
a new contract as producer. 
Currently he is putting the finish- 


Herbert.’ 


features. 


On Seiden’s schedule for next 
month is another Jewish film, ‘Eli 
Eli’ (“‘Forsake Me Not’), with Jennie 
Goldstein, Yiddish legit star, in the 
top role. 

Cost of the Seiden films was about 
$15,000 each. They are distribbed to 
between 100 and 150 outlets, with 
potential income of up to about 
$35,000. Negro pix have possibility 
of between 300 and 400 playdates, 
but only about the same income as 
the Yiddish, as admish for the latter 
is higher. 

Colored Pug’s Pic 


Film starring John Henry Lewis, 
Negro boxer, has been completed at 
the Edison studios in the Bronx. It 
was produced by M.C. Pictures Co., 
controlled by Eddie Meade, Lewis’ 
manager, and John Cline. Cline 
directed, with studio supplying tech- 
nicians and sets. 

Several Spanish, Ukrainian and 
Jewish films are next on the Edison 
Spanish pix will be the first in 
that language made there, 

Joseph Green, who formerly pro- 
duced Yiddish films in Poland, is 
currently in New York making ar- 
rangements for production here. His 
first picture will star Molly Picon. 


Green formerly made films with the 
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Neely Takes an Encore This Jan. 


In D.C.; More Echoes on ‘Mr. Smith 


+ 
| 


Washington, Oct. 31. 

Another long gab-fest, with further 
opportunities for the reform element 
io fight with the industry lobby 
about who has the purest motives, 
will pave the way for a house show- | 
down on the Neely block booking 
bill. Hearings before the House 
Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee now are definitely 
planned for this winter. 

Although he has been counted as 
opposed to the legislation, chairman 
Clarence F. Lea, veteran California 
Democrat. said last week he'd allow 
proponents and foes of the measure 
ample time to give their slants on 
distribution problems during the 
regular session opening in January. 
Lee jndicated that pressure has be- 
come so sirong he can no longer | 
stall off persons demanding a de- 
cision on the proposed ban on pres- 
ent distribution practices, 


Announcement that hearings are 
contemplated within a few months 


was a decided surprise and imme- 
diately interpreted as proof that the | 
campaign in behalf of the Neely | 
measure has gained strength since 
the senate passed the bill. For in 
the past two. sessions, has 
suavely explained the importance of! 


Another UA Pic for Roxy 


Another picture has been sold by 
United Artists to the Roxy, N. Y.. 
which up to a few weeks ago had 
been an uninterrupted showcase for 
20th-Fox product, distributor in con- 
trol of the house. 


UA’s ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ 


‘goes in following run of ‘Drums of | 


Mohawk’ which opens Friday (3). 
Earlier in October the house played | 
UA's ‘Eternally Yours’ one week. 


Lolly Parsons 


Personaling At 
$7,500 Per Week 


Friday Knights | 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywooa, Oct. 31. 

Years ago the lobby of the Or- 
pheum, in downtown L, A., on Sun- 
day night was the meeting 
for the New York exiles to fore- 
gather and discuss the Hollywood 
scene pro and con. Today Los An- 
geles proper might as 
San Francisco. The gang now meets 
before the fights each Friday night 
at the American Legion. 

Bit men and two-bit men, stars 
and extras, directors and writers, all 
get together in the common brother- 
hood of the craft. They come from 
the palatial patios of the swank 
suburbs and from the hutches of the 
Hollywood backyards. Those with- 
out the wherewithal come to gossip 
and silently disappear, as the crowd 
thins out and enters the Stadium 


at 8:30. 
There isn’t another fight crowd 
like it in the world. The attrac- 


tion is in the first five rows and not 
Actors from the two-a- | 


in the ring. 
day, the legit and musical comedy, 


and the pioneers of the silent days, | 


all striving to be happy and care- 
free beneath the veneer of worry 
and anxiety of protracted idleness. 
Never a complaint or squawk. They 


take the depression in stride. 


Holivwood, Oct. 31. 
Louella Parsons in person, dictat- 


Missed a lot of the old familiar 
faces—George McFarland, Walter C. 
Kelly, Tammany Young, Walter Per- 
cival, Robert Edeson, Emmett Cor- 


other legislation before his commit- | ing her daily gems of literature right rigan, Harry Fitzgerald, Frank Done- 


jee was 


so much greater that he! pefore Joe Public’s eyes, is the star, gan, Lew Cody, Arthur Byron and 


doubted the possibility of spending | o¢ a new vaude unit, booked for a @ lot of others who made the town 


considerable time hearing pro and 
con arguments regarding film trade 
habits. 

The decision to take the bill oui of 
the pigeonhole has no relation to, 


the wave of senate indignation 
stirred up by Frank Capra’s ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington’ Col.), ; 
Lea asserted rather ineffectively. | 


Faci that the hearing tip came while 


six-to-eight week tour of cities in 
which Hearst newspapers are printed, 
Understood the deal calls for a mini- | 
mum fiat of $7,500 a week against 
50-50 split from the first dollar. 

Miss Parsons doubles as mistress 
of cermonies and column conductor, 
dictating her Hollywood news and 


a better place to live in. 

The majority of the old guard 
hang on tenaciously, however, and 
the laughs come thick and fast with 


Solly Violinsky, Joe Frisco, Bert 
Hanlon, Skins Miller, Al Klein, 
Eddie Foy, Jr.; Bert Kalmar and 


Harry Ruby donating their share—a 
rare group of comics who do not 
seem to be supplanted by any new 


members of the upper chamber were | comments from the stage to a West- crop of up-to-the-minute gagmen. 


foaming at the mouth siill seemed 
to many observers to be too great to| 
write off as a coincidence. 

Myers’ Trailer Idea 

Abram F. Myers, general counsel 
for Allied States Association of Ex-| 
hibitors, advised all members play- | 
ing Columbia's ‘Mr. Smith Goes to} 
Washington’ to disclaim, via a 
trailer, any part in a move to dis-| 
credit Congress or the press corps. | 
He gleefully notes 
reaction to the film here may aid in} 
passage of the Neely bill. 

Declaring Allied has no desire to | 
aid in undermining confidence of the | 
public in its lawmakers or in ma- | 
ligning the press, Myers advises 
using this trailer: 

‘The management, in common with 
all good Americans, has faith in the! 
uprightness of our chosen repre- 
sentatives and in the integrity of the 
press. Consequently it presents this 
feature as entertainment and not as 
propaganda. The story, characters 
and incidents are purely fictional 
and the picture in no sense reflects 
actual conditions in the capital of 
our nation.’ 

Myers says that ‘as far as I know’ 


no bulletins citing ‘Mr. Smith’ as a | 


‘horrible example’ of Hollywood 
viciousness has been sent congress. 
Thc Interstate Commerce committee 
confirms, saying they have’ seen 
nothing from Allied on this subject. 


More Blasts Against 
Capra’s ‘Mr. Smith’ 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
Resentment in Washington against 


Frank Capra’s ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington’ (Col) is spreading, with 
Raymond Z. Henle, capital corre- 


spondent for Post-Gazette and other 


Paul Block papers, latest to blast 
‘distorted picture’ of Senators and 
newspaper correspondents. Curious- 


ly enough, Henle’s piece appeared on 
same day that Harold W. Cohen’‘s 
rave review of film hit the paper. 
Henle labeled ‘Mr. Smith’ a ‘fan- 
tasy and a mistake,’ and said it was 
unfortunate that Capra chose to cen- 


ter the story of the picture in politi- | 


cal graft and corruption. ‘In this 
respect,’ he wrote, ‘the U. S. Senate 
js treated shabbily. Why couldn't he 
(Capra) instead base his theme on a 
dramatic clash of personalities over 
divergent approaches to an objective 
of great public good.’ 

Washington correspondent also tore 
into supposition that any one man 
could muzzle the press of an entire 
nation, and was bitter at character 
treatment of political writers on Cap- 
ito! Hill. 


Mpls. Times-Trib Too 
Minneapolis, Oct. 31. 

lengthy editorial, the Minne- 

Times-Tribune takes a rap at 


In a 
spolis 


ern Union teletype operator who re- 
lays it to the local newspaper office. 


a number of screen stars Miss Par- 
sons has helped up the ladder of 
fame. 

In the supporting cast are Arleen 
Whelan, June Preisser and Susan 
Hayward, with dickers under way 
and Rosemary Lane. Screen players 
Edgar Allen Woolf and put on speci- 
alty acts while Miss Parsons is not 
emceeing or dictating her column, 

Leo Morrison is arranging dates, 
Jack Mulcahy, of the 20th-Fox pub- 


licity staff is going out ahead of the | 


show, and Mecca Graham is company 
manager. Tour starts Nov. 16, some- 
where in the midwest, at a spot not 


| yet selected. Troupe will play four- 


a-day at picture houses. 


GOLDWYN BLOCKS WB; 
STAGE DEAL FOR ZORINA 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Warners’ plan to star Zorina in a 
second picture was halted by an 
announcement that Sa ouel Goldwyn 
is negotiating with Dwight Wiman 
for the dancing star in a Broadway 
musical. Announcement read: 

‘Miss Zorina is under exclusive 
contract to Samuel Goldwyn and 
was loaned to Warners on a one- 
picture deal. Goldwyn has made no 
other commitments with any other 
piciure company for Miss Zorina’s 
services. The deal with Dwight 
Wiman is the only one under nego- 
tiation.’ 

Zorina is in New York readying 
for the new stage show bv Rodgers 
and Hart collaboration with 
George Abbott. 


| 


‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ for 
its derogatory treatment of U. S. 
| senators and politicians, and it pre- 
| dicts that there will be repercussions 
in Washington in the form of the 
| Neely anti-block booking bill pass- 
| age. 

| It charges that the picture strays 
_ from the truth. 


Haysites Take Cognizance 


The Motion Picture Producers. & 
_ Distributors took cognizance of the 
j}attacks against ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington’ in senatorial and other 
quarters, at its meeting Monday (30) 
in New York. Hays office’s com- 


Down in the front rows of the 
Legion you will see Pat O’Brien, 


| Act is preceded by a trailer showing Charlie Ruggles, Alan Hale, Charley 


Chase, George Raft, Bryan Foy and 


a host of others whom success hasn't | 


They were the same 
at 200 as they are at 2Gs. Tommy 
Dugan, Jimmy Conlan and Jack 
Norton, the Three: Horsemen of the 


changed any. 


|for the services of George Murphy | Venturas, grab themselves an empty 
| booth at the derby after the contests 
that the hostile | 2ve slated to do a sketch written by | are over and many an idea is born 


over the Chase & Sanborn. 

Prohibition might still be in force 
as far as many are concerned— 
haven't seen a Scotch highball since 
we have been here. 


Broadway doesn’t miss them, or 
vice versa—they brought it with 


them when they left. 


BETTE DAVIS CALLS 
OFF FEUD WITH WB. 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Bette Davis’ feud with Warners 
has been ironed out, with the actress 
slated to return from the east in a 
few weeks to start work in ‘The 
Woman Brown.’ 

Other pictures schedulea for Miss 
Davis are ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
‘All This and Heaven Too’ and ‘The 
Miracle.’ 


Femmes Galore But 


place | 


well be in) 


Completed Pix Ahead Last Year 
Time; Earlier Prod. Hiatus 


Saal Shifts West 


William Saal, special 
and script buyer for 
man-Friday to prez Herb Yates, has 
been transferred to the company’s 
Coast lot. He is to assist studio 
manager Moe Siegel in supervision 
of Rep product now being turned 
out and aid 4n casting and_ story 
selection. 

Saal was formerly an indie pro- 


exploiteer 


and booker for Paramount's the- 


atres. 


Donovan, Irving 


Trust Ask More 
RKO Legal Fees 


William J. Donovan, solicitor for 
_the trustee, and Irving Trust Co., 
trustee of RKO, filed petitions for 


| vices to the film company Monday 


period of Oct. 1, 1938-Sept. 30, 1939. 
Donovan's firm, which so far 
received $310,000 from July 1, 1934, 


requests $75,000 plus $612 in dis- 
bursements, while Irving Trust, 
which has collected $192,000, asks 


$65,000. Both petitions declare that 
| the applicants had given considera- 
tion to the reduction of consolidated 
income of the film company because 
| of the war in Europe, and were ask- 
| ing substantially less than their ser- 
| vices warranted. 


The petition of Donovan's firm, 
which covered 75 pages, declared 
| that some 5,293 hours had been util- 

ized at RKO’s behalf. No request 
| was made for services in connection 
with the Government anti-trust 
| tion against the major companies. 


ac- 


| Irving Trust's petition brought up 
to Sept. 30 certain figures on the 
|'companies’ affairs, which were cov- 
| ered in its ninth report only to July 
30. Cash on hand was $517,543, of 
which $200,922 has been set aside 
for administration expenses, with the 


balance held in trust as collateral. 


The court, it was disclosed, has al- 
; lowed $6,360,872 in claims against the 
|company. A total of $55,512,250 in 
, Claims were filed originally. 


Claims allowed of this amount, 
through the court or by 


agreement, total $25.079.151. This 
| amount, besides including the 
;jamount allowed by the court, has 
| $12,718.500 in the 10-vear 6% gold 


| debentures; $4,000.000 to Rockefeller 
| Center, and $1,754,511 in general un- 
| secured claims, The petition covered 
pages. 

| Also filing a request for the past 
year was the accounting firm of 
Price, Waterhouse & Co., requesting 
$4,800, the maximum allowed by the 
court for the period. It was based 
}on actual expenditure of $5,195, ac- 
| cording to the accountants, who may 

larger amount. 


not receive the 
| M-G Shy on Material Judge William Bondy ii N. Y. yes- 


Kenneth MacKenna, Metro story 
chief, is invading the eastern book 
market to find material for the 
studio's femme stars. Culver City 


outfit has a shortage of yarns and a 
surplus of stars. 

Idea is to build up a reserve sup- 
ply of plays for Norma Shearer, 
Joan Crawford, Greta Garbo, Judy 
Garland, Greer Garson, Myrna Loy, 
Jeanette MacDonald, Eleanor Powell, 
Rosalind Russell. Company also has 
commitments on Luise Rainer, who 
is returning to Hollywood, 


And It'll Have to Wait 


| 
} 
| 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Filming of ‘And It All Came 
True’ at Warners was deferred for 
| six weeks because two players slated 
for top spots are busy with other pic- 
tures, 

| George Raft is out on loan to Wal- 
| ter Wanger for ‘The House Across 


ment, at a private session of indus- | the Bay,’ and Humphrey Bogart is 
try members, was concerned with | playing a heavy role in ‘Virginia 
the hot water that the industry man- | City” Ann Sheridan and John Gar- 
ages to get itself into all the time. | field also in the cast. 

There was no formal discussion of Lloyd Bacon gets the directorial 
the matter, however. assignment, vice Anatole Litvak. 


| terday (Tues.) set Nov. 10 as a hear- 
'ing date on application of Irving 
Trust and Donovan for fees. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Wilson Collison inked new script- 
ing ticket at Metro. 

Bobby Webb handed new deal as 
casting director for United Artists. 

20th-Fox signed Betty Grable to 
contract. 

Warners handed new writing deal 
to James Hilton, 


by Warners. 
Walter Wanger signed Ruth Terry 
to player contract. 
Mary Beth Hughes 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 


inked acting 


to Nell O’Day. 

Paramount hoisied Ruih Rogers’ 
player option. 

Virginia Van Upp drew new writer 
ticket at Paramount. 

Lillian Cornell inked one-year 


|; Player pact with Paramount. 


Republic and | 


ducer and before that chief buyer | 


|} ad-interim allowances for their ser- | 
| (30), in N.Y. federal court, for the. 


has | 


May Robson's plaver pact renewed | 


Paramount lifted Robert Page's | 
player option. 
Warners handed acting contract 


, High-powered pace which the 
Coast production juggernaut has 
‘maintained up to this point in the 
film year portends a more extensive 
than usual seasonal lull in the early 
‘months of 1940. While only 100 
| pictures were completed at the be- 
|ginning of November last year, ap- 
| proximately 150 have already crossed 
|the final line of preview or re- 
lease for 1939-40. 

| In addition, there were in the 
neighborhood of only 40 films before 
cameras at this juncture in 1838, 
while 45 are at the moment in the 
‘process of lensing. There are con- 
_siderably more set for production 
very soon, too, than at the same 
time a year ago. 

Inasmuch as a total of 580 
tures were promised by all com- 
panies on the 1938-39 books, and 
only 540 this season, it becomes evi- 
dent that a greater letdown than 
usual will be possible for the stu- 
dios when the present rush is over. 

Aside from the war abroad, which, 
according to Coast executive com- 
ment, might have been expected to 
‘slow up production instead of speed- 
ing it, another factor is seen as at 


pic- 


least partially responsible for the 
full steam ahead which has been 
maintained. That's a desire to get 


as much work as possible out of the 
way to stem off IATSE demands for 
pay increases which have recently 
been plaguing producers. There 
may also be producer re- 
quests for cuts in light of the slash 
in foreign income, and a studio op- 
erating at a leisurely pace is felt 
to be a much more advantageous 
point from which to bargain than 
one under pressure for completion 
of a flock of pix. 

Near the head of the current 
double-quick production parade is 
United Artists, which will turn out 
more this year than at any time in 
its 25-year history. It will have 22 
in release by the beginning of Feb- 
ruary, whereas in its best previous 
effort, 1937-38, it got out 23 for the 
entire season. Last year’s total was 
1D. 
Close to UA’s promised 28-32 pix 
may be expected. Seven have al- 
ready been released, two are in cans, 
four are in final stages of editing, 


four are befcre cameras and five 
ave in preparation for early pro- 
auction. 


| WB Layoff Until Jan. 2 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Warners performe! another whit- 
tling operation on its studio payroll 
over the weekend, with instructions 
to the patients to report back to 
work Jan. 2. Explanation was that 
the plant needs only 11 more fea- 
tures to complete its 1939-40 sked, 
and that only four features will be 
in production from now until] the 
new year. 

Films to be completed before Jan. 
1 are ‘The Life of Dr. Ehrlich.’ ‘Vir- 
ginia City,” ‘The Fighting 69th’ and 
‘Brother Rat and the abv.’ 


ZANUCK TOASTED BY 
400 H’WOOD MASQUERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Darry] Zanuck became an honor- 


ary member of the Masquers at & 
dinner aitended by 400. Tribuie was 
paid to the 20th-Fox exccutive pro- 
ducer for his achievement in the 
film industry and his gesture in con- 
tributing the premiere receipts of 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ toa Motion 


Picture Relief Fund. 

| Speakers were Willie Collier, Bill 
Davidson, Jimmy Roosevelt and Za- 
nuck, who lauded the Masquers for 
maintaining laughter and goodtel- 
lowship amid the Hollywood storms. 


_ Mrs. Johnson on Her Own 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Osa (Mrs. Martin) Johnson heads 
another picture safari to Africe 10 
| January. 
She is bankrolling the venture her- 
' self and will make deal with a major 
| for distribution. 


ROACH TESTS SARGENT . 

Brent Sargent, radio and legit 
| inate will be tested in the east by 
‘Hal Roach. He did a bit in film 
version of ‘Marie Antoinette’ «nd 
Was at Wharf theatre, Provincetow): 
during summer. 

Option on John Rubbard has bee? 
| lifted by Roach. 
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MORE LIBERAL 


QUEBEC SEE 


+ 
ng Fic Lon t SW0 
eal Ne y 
y 
ated for Adoption Next Wee Special Atty. to Help Prosecute 
. 
ie Proposed agreement for the re- Plaintive Wail ols Anti- rust uits; or e f 0 ing 
y turn of film backing to legit produc- Defeat of Duplessis, Under 
tion (so-called ‘Wharton-Wilk plan’) Tucson, Ultra-Strict Group’s Domi- 
| ew version o eo alla 
n= is slated for ei _ aed Cottage For Sele,’ is being guns nation, May Have Easing Off to the Races Washington, D. C., Oct. 3i. 
a Dramatists Guild w we we a 6 here by Columbia Pictures as Effect on Films, Radio and = William P. Farnsworth, who was 
the annual membership meeting a result of a faded romance e I tient sales manager of deputy administrator of the Code 
we Monday (6). Signatory managers between the studio and its lost y of the major film companies, Authority of the Motion Picture In- 
ll vote within the ensuing few love, ‘Arizona. having waited nearly a week for dustry and a member of the body 
we pale ting called for the pur- a a OKAY FOR MINORS? a decision from the studio as to | during the N. R. A. period, was ap- 
“* days, at a meeting cost of $350,000, is up for sale the material selected for one of pointed by Attorney General Mur- 
ar pose. ; or rental at $1,000 a day to other sar anaes the firm’s stars, picked up the phy today to the post of special at- 
“ Each signatory producing firm or film outfits. In addition, the Montreal, Oct. 31. phone and put in a call for the torney in the anti-trust division to 
~~. corporation will be entitled to! studio is offering 150 head of With the defeat of anti-conscrip- studio chief. = = = film Suits, 
ch, a vote, so managers having several) and 500 cavalry horses to | tion Premier Duplessis in the pro- He's not here,’ reported the | *arnswor h has had intimate 
corporations will have al the highest bidders. vincial elections last week, in an up-| Studio operator, ‘He and Soandso business, 
rel proaucing p | set of astonishing proportions which (the star) have gone to the satin a several legit shows. He 
“d- vote for each such firm. In any case, brought the old Liberal Party back} faces.’ was assistant to Sol A. Rosenblatt 
at the agreement is figured virtually | | into power, probable effects on films, ak industry administrator 
ihe certain to be approved by both the | | radio, books and magazines are gen- Th 
erally construed as favorable in pneatre Code Authority, doub- 
get show biz circles here. Duplessis ling in films. Soon before the Su- 
as it would become effective immedi- was extremely close to the clergy. preme Court killed the Blue Eagle, 
tor ately. Agitation against beer programs 
or a short term, following re- 
thy Reason the pact must be approved on radio which reached unusual in- : Healey 
ere b ae bag f both G mg tensity in clerical circles during turn of the latter to private law 
ite y a majority 0 1 Guild mem- Duplessis’ regime and brought about practice. ae 
al bers and signatory managers is that stringent regulation of commercials Further submission of secret testi- 
op- it is an amendment to the existing | is said to have originated with ree — pet sel and weg mat- 
ers under ederal scrutiny was 
felt Guild - manager minimum basic | janaits clergy who backed Duplessis orig 
ous aaah It ll fr ai inally in political campaign which forecast last week by Attorney 
ade agreement. will not affect the, Feeling that some members of | Tesuited in defeat of Liberal Prem- _ General Murphy with a suggestion 
present royalty other regu- | ier Taschereau. that indictments will be forthcoming, 
lations governs legit production,| Equity are failing to co-operate, Church influence in provincial | although weighing of past evidence 
rent yep hes ee purchase of Screen Actors Guild after today (1) | affairs is not expected to wane to| nanimous vote of the Artists| 2&8 not been finished. Grand Jury 
ie ‘es igh s. Unc re 1e beng ow J runes, | will abolish courtesy cards which any large extent. But the Liberal |Managers Guild at its meeting Mon- | hearings at Los Ange es will resume 
eiak picture companies may back legit ; eee pee administration before Duplessis did| gay (30) night ratified the franchise; S®°Tty, the prosecutor declared 
roductions and subsequently buy| allowed Equityites the privilege of | . | aay nis anense | Thursd (26) 
e in Pp _,;not bow to clerical dictates in poli- agreement with Screen Actors Guild | iursday (26). 
or the screen rights in the open mar-| working in one film without joining | 4 , 3 3 ‘ tenets | Return to Los Angeles of Charles 
e 22 ket, Or, under the proposed plan SAG Stichae dn wet aad Equity | (Continued on page 46) and the contract became effective at | Carr, special assistant to Murnhs 
oi the studio would finance the legit) members to appear before a lens | — a ote priniguronsed was hinted in statement that the in- 
= production and automatically ac-; will have to pay SAG's $25 initiation | N W PT runs for years I s | vestigation is not over, While Carr 
the ion thie Pasa e | agreeable to the agents than the pro- 
ond quire the screen rights under a, fee and one-half of the $18 a year | ; Roe Sonne has been in Washington for over a 
= standard scale of payments based on’ dues. WITH COAST INDIE A ’ eo , sagt gg changes were | Week, the A.G. said ‘his work is not 
the legit gross, length of run and SAG's ‘non-cooperation’ squawk | 
running costs. resulted from Equiiy members fre- | the The next batch of testimony. ac- 
Although the plan has yet to be. quently failing to apply to the |!ecording to Murphy’s implication 
adopted, various Hollywood com-! Screen Guild's office for a courtesy | Seattle, Oct. 31. | torney. Under its terms, all picture! be about alleged illegal activi- 
ting, panies have either resumed Broad-| card Instead it is said they | Motion Picture Theatre Owners | agents must be licensed and per- ‘ties of Willie Bioft chiar pels pet 
five way financing under or the other | set waving their | of the Northwest at its 17th annual | centers now doing business will be | 
— setup, or are preparing to do so. For| Equity memberships and claiming | convention Friday and Saturday | issued credentials. | head of the International Alliance 
instance, George Abbott has indi-! the right to work. This caused diffi- | voted to merge with the Pacific | ES pera | of Theatrical Stage Employees. When 
cated he prefers to operate under culty in checking, sometimes slow- | Coast Conference of Independent | RITICS’ CONCLAVE | asked if indictment of Bioff has been 
the existing regulations, so he has ing up production. Theatre Owners, Cominittee, headed | |returned secretly or will be sought, 
& by Fred Mercy, was | F R HOLLYWOOD the Justice Department head ex- 
tion and already has two produc-| eased up its requirements somewhat | plained that more evidence concern- 
; tions running on Broadway (‘See! for attendance at the annual mem-| port & os 1¢ ma ‘ge BAS HSN Fase | res | ing him is to be offered the jurors. 
—_ My Lawyer’ and ‘Too Many Girls’) bership meeting Friday (3) aft- | fied or fixed by W ashington, Alaska | , | The supplemental testimony ‘may re- 
that with Warner backing. |ernoon at the Astor hotel. Anyone |<, | Film Critics of in an immediate indictment, 
“a If the film company wants to ac-| when he paid dues last, will be ad- | strongly favorable so merging is as- First Newspaper Film Critics 0 Murphy said, placing conspicuous 
eet uire the picture rights to either| mitted, under the new rule. Origi- | sured. , | America convention early in vie evidence on the word ‘may.’ 
sked, | Identity of the group, with local; has been shifted from the midwest No settlement propositions have 
1] be market. O P a I 1d | offices under manager J. M, Hone,! to Hollywood. 
| the Aug. was needed. AVE. will continue unchanged with| Jimmy Starr, of the Los Angeles (Continued on page 16) 
ners is also backing Sidney Kings-| will still apply, however, to voting 
ley’s ‘The Outward Room,’ but un chapters planned for Spokane and | Herald-Express, wil] serve as chair- | 
in der a tentative agreement to become ies Tacoma. Pacific Conference is con-| man of arrangements. ‘ 
‘Vir- j}sidered equitable and favoring a Primary reason for picking Holly- 
effective as soon as se 5 
and new plan is rs my sty si HILLY THEATRE | conciliatory attitude on problems | wood was fact that studios might om Ison, n pa es, 
Over 100 attended the local con-| find - difficulty in freeing stars 
instance, Warners already have > WB P | h H P 
screen rights ee a clave, Lo Lukan, Seattle, president,| named as ‘best’? actor and actre nto t e opper ronto 
j determined on the basis os th e 1 git SHAKEUP HITS EXECS. and Paul Aust and C. L. Gwinn, vice-| to make trip to distant city for eas 
run | presidents, all re-elected. | awards presentation. Secondary 
Film Cos. | | cause was that ma ly 
ERS P — Philadelphia, Oct, 31. | Ohio ITO Meets After Jan. 1 never visited film city and mi tht use t Con 
A shakeup in the executive setup | Columbus, Oct. 31. meeting as an excuse for the pri y 
inderstood ready A she ameras at Metro next week. 
Broadway y of Warner Bros. circuit went into Annual ITO of Ohio convention, trip. Tom Edison.’ with Mickey 
31. § adway field as soon as the pro- fect over the weekend | previously announced for Nov. 13-14, a eg idison, Ww Mickey 
honor- Posed agreement goes through and, Tech.| has been set back until after the Roaney, tenes Monday, anc Spen- 
i in some cases, already have plays Zone manager David (Skip) Wesh elon genset " ’ cer Tracy as ‘Edison the Man’ is due 
oe ner, central district, Jack Flynn, | Of the year. ‘Consolidated S 9-Month to roll a few dava later 
te wos p. owever, Metro, which Inability of the directors to get days 1: 
Strongly opposed making it c ympul- | gether a date reason for the 
e pro- sory for the film backer lan tne of-town, had their offices shifted toge ner on a Gate is reason tor the | Net Farnin S $574 258 ; 
n the ct C acker under the from central headquarters out into | Chanse. g + ’ Inspection Tour 
ali a plan to guarantee to purchase ¢] field They will be given le — ——— : Spencer Tracy is inspecting the 
pts of | ti BNts, ha: indicated it will con houses to handle and report di- | $150,000 ‘SKYLARK’ ‘ etait Wis tatmvina os Edison laboratory in Menlo Park, N 
Motion inue to stay out of the legit field, aeerke Ted Schlanger, Philly pri ’ ‘ Consolidated Film Industries, J.. this week to absorb background 
whether the agreement is adopted or | ‘ earnings improved more than $38,000) for his forthcoming role in ‘Edison 
not. Metro officials soucht to have cuit chief. _ | Too Chirpy—M-G, However, Inter- n 
. Bill the agreement oe } ai a oes Some of the houses formerly in ested in It for Shearer in the first nine months this year as. the Man After a gander at the old 
en an Option to as t! rp nen tenda the balliwick of the trio, will be di- | —_—— ‘compared with the same period in workshop, Tracy moves to Washing- 
ers 10! rather vided up among the eight district | Despite active interest by virtualls 9228 la week showed ne ton to visit the inventor's 
| 1er than be obligated to do so. ‘ 1938. Report Charles Ed 
odtel- The same cx | Managers. Reason for this move was every film producer in ‘Skylarl ics sistant secretary of 
torms 1e company also has from the ‘ se he c ‘ earnings of $574,258 for the nin the Navy 
Se first taken the bead the given aS improy ement In the co- bidding on it at the mor ent is at a NAVY. 
existing minimum. basi ' sreement, | 'dination of the circuit.’ standstill. Price tag of $150,000 has month period ending Sept. 30 as rracy and Howard Strickling were 
0 1 which went int hoping a ges hie See eee been tied to the Gertrude Lawrence compared with $536,206 for similar guests of Henry Ford last week at 
W ito effect three years giter at the Morosco. N. Y.. it is the Thomas Edison Museum in Dear- 
ago, | wr y M legiter at the Morosco, N. » W'S period last year. The first three repens pe 
In one regard, the proposed agree- N. L. Nathanson ay | f ‘quarters consolidated net was equal 
quer is in the lige leh ei Bisnis Be Named Head of CBC Norma Shearer, is reported leading to $1.43 per preferred share, of which I Bari D Back West 
rice in} fications, ete. Since nothing of the Winnipeg, Oct. 31. | other companies for the purchase. there are 400,000 outstanding, In YAN bari Vue bac es 
Sort has ever been attempted be-| N. L. Nathanson, head of the Like others, hl h ding . bis comparable period last year it Por Pic; Kane, Cohn Fly 
ire here fore, it is not known how it may Famous Players (Canadian) chain is eVer, for gpg a : igs OF amounted to $1.35 on each share of f.van Bari. currently in the east . 
a major work out in actual practice. There-| being mentioned locally as the new , all, there is no hurry, inasmuch asa 
fore, th itti 1d | _ } ¥ pie ‘ng release date can’t be obtained for a | preterred. do a personal with ‘Drums Along 
» the clause permitting the Guild head of the Canadian Broadcasting : 
to make concessions in unforeseen! Corp. (Nathanson is currently one of Year, while the show plays out its Company reported a slight dip in | the Mohawk’ this week at Albany, 
NT and unfair circumstances is very the members of the board of di- anticipated Broadway run. / net earnings for the third quarter Gloversville and Amsterdam, Nw Miz 
, jegit broad and liberal Same applies to rectors of the CBC) | There is also a desire by producers | ended Sept. 30, a total of $218,140, will train back to the Coast next 
: rg the arbitration clause. Pact may be| Also mentioned as a possible CBC to watch what happens to it on, which was equal to 3'2c on each week to begin work in ‘Johnny 
= flm Changed at any time by mutual con- | head ‘is General Victor Odlum, of Broadway. Feeling is thai it is not common share after provision for 50c | Apollo,’ with Tyrone Power and Ed- 
a at " Sent of a majority of the signatories Vancouver, another member of the | a solid play, but one dependent on quarterly on the preferred shares. ward Arnold. Harry Joe Brown is 
ne wn and in any case it is for a term of) soverning body of the CBC. Odlum | the star. If biz slips off, the price This compares with $218,763 for third producing for 20th-Fox. 
orn Only one ‘year after which it can. is a former publisher while Nathan- | tag is certain for a markdown. Basie- quarter of 1938, which was only Actress’ husband, Walter ®ane. 
as been be Continued, modified or dropped, son is the only showman on the ally the stiff figure asked is holding about $500 better than the revenue gent, planes west t day (Wednes- 
ree as the contractees wish. | board. i things up this year. ay) with Harry Cohn. 
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Lightman Blasts New Independent 
Theatres, Inc., Execs As ‘Soreheads 


Memphis, Oct. 31. 

Branding leaders of the new Inde- 
pendent Theatres, Inc., as ‘soreheads,’ 
M. A. Lightman, head of the mid- 
south’s largest circuit, has cracked 
back verbally at the group of un- 
effiliated showmen who have band- 
ed together for the announced pur- 
pose of providing him with opposi- 
tion. 

‘Instead of my organization having 
done anything to these particular 
exhibitors, the exact contrary is 
true,’ declared Lightman, former 
MPTOA president and leader in the | 
exhibition field hereabouts for more | 
than a decade. ‘The records will | 
show that everyone of these fellows 
except one came into my towns as 
opposition to me, not that I went in 
against them.’ 

Single exception, Lightman said, 


Double Turkey 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
Presidential preference for ob- 
servance of Thanksgiving Nov. 
23 will result in Fox-West Coast 
hanging out the holiday tariff in 
their theatres one more day this 

year than originally planned. 
Circuit will observe as holi- 
days both the Roosevelt day to 
give thanks and the customary 

last Thursday of the month, 


COSMOCOLOR DICKERS 
PAR FOR 4 WESTERNS 


Cosmocolor Corp. is negotiating 


js Lee W. Moffiitt, Owensboro, Ky., | 
where the Lightman circuit acquired | 
theatres formerly owned by Warner 
Bros. Lightman pointed to Owens- | 
boro situation as ‘accidental oppo- | 
sition as far as we are concerned 
because it existed |} fore we took 
over the Warners’ Kentucky houses.’ 

‘We have never gone in against | 
any independent, we have never | 
fought any independent unless he, 
came in against us, and we have | 
never exacted any protection or 
clearance over any independent with 
the exception of three special spots,’ 
declared the head of the 70-odd the- 
atre circuit (Malco) operated in | 
partnership with Paramount. “Those 
exceptions are: West Memphis, a 
emall town just across the river from 
Memphis, and certainly not entitled 


to play first runs simultaneously 
with Main Street in Memphis; 
Helena (Ark.) over West Helena, 


where the same setup exists; and 
Dardanelle (Ark.), where the clear- 
ance arrangement was all worked 
out long before we bought the house 
end the status quo has never been 
changed. I want to add that we have | 


never tied up product dy virtue of | ing, ‘The article complained of, when 
We release pic- | read as a whole, establishes clearly | ]anta and New York. will be decided 
| that a libel is set forth which is | pefore the end of the week, it is ex- | 
It is quite plain | pected. 
statement refers to the| 


selective contract. 
twures as auickly as we can. 

‘I think the records will show} 
that we have always played ball with 
the independent exhibitors and have 
worked for their interests. We in- 
tend to do so.’ 

Dubbing each officer of Indepen- 
dent Theatres ‘Sorehead No. 1, 
*‘Sorehead No. 2,’ etc., Lightman 
criticized each individually for tak- 
ing part in the movement against 


| plaintiff in his 


with Paramount whereby four or) 
more westerns might be made with 
the process. Cosmocolor was used 
by Fine Arts in its production, ‘Isle 
of Destiny,’ which may get RKO re- 
lease. 

While Cosmo doesn’t get as wide 
range as Technicolor in screen pro- 
ductions, the fact that it is adapt- 
able for outdoorers and is inexpen- 
sive has won new business. Com- 
pany claims it can turn out a Class 
B production (six reels long) with 
100 prints for only about $18,000 
more than black and white prints. 
In the past, it has been used largely 
for shorts. 


Court Won't K.0. Reis’ 


Talk Terms 


Libel Suit Vs. Tucker 


| general release. 


Justice Charles McLaughlin in 


|N. Y. supreme court Thursday (26) | general sales manager of Metro. 
Sophie } 
| Tucker to dismiss the $100,000 libel be marketed by Metro and the per- 


idenied an application of 
|action filed against her by Bernard 
J. Reis, accountant, the judge opin- 


actionable per se. 
that the 
profession. The 
charge of intentional falsity is plain, 
and the use of the words mislead- 
ing and erroneous together with the 


words and other malicious and 
vicious statements demonstrate to 
the average intelligent mind that 


here we have no innocent mistake. | 


him. The officers are: Jack Rhodes, | On the contrary the entire language 


West Memphis, president; Moffitt, | 
Owensboro, vice-president; Steve | 
Stein, Jackson, secretary; Jack | 


Guest, Camden, Ark., treasurer; R. 
V. McGinnis, Hope, Ark., chairman | 
of the board. 


shows that the plaintiff is charged 
with disgraceful conduct in the ex- 
ercise of his calling or profession.’ 
The alleged libelous article ap- 
peared in the American Federation 


| of Actors Reporter on Sept. 1, at the 


Lightman said, ‘McGinnis, in Rus- | height of the AAAA controversy. 


sellville, Ark., got us to buy him 
out there,’ and that ‘later he used 
our money paid to him there to 
enter into competition against us at 
Hope.’ He said Stein had come into 
Jackson against him and the Para- 
mount partnership and that ‘despite 
all this talk, Moffitt has made enough 
money against us in Owensboro to 
build a $50,000 tourist camp in Flor- 
ida.’ 

Lightman also complained about 
‘the tone’ of the article which 


VaRIETY carried two weeks ago in | 


reporting formation of new outfit. 
Said it ‘implied he had played both 
ends against the middle in the ex- 
hibitor field. Also cited that the 
story referred to Lightman as ‘a 
member of the Paramount board,’ 
which he isn't, being merely a part- 
ner. Yarn likewise had him con- 


fined largely to Memphis prior to | 


1930, whereas he was operating in 
Arkansas towns prior to that time. 


Empire Ops Reelect 


Entire slate of execs of the Em- 
pire State Motion Picture Operators 
Union, indie group, was reelected 
Jast week. They include Abe Kind- 
Jer, prez; Nicholas Pitta, v.p.; Harry 
Fishman, biz agent; William San- 
tarsiero, secretary; Leon Diamond- 
stein, treasurer, and,Peter Vlarde, 
sergeant-at-arms. 


Asst. Ex-Footballer, 
Fells Would-Be Stickup 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
Bancit wheel seems to be play- 
|ing the WB circuit on a weekly 
| basis this fall. Last week a couple 
of holdup men slugged Jules Green, 
manager of WB’s Belmar, over the 


' $200 in cash. Late Sunday 
almost a week to the minute, a lone 
thug fried the same thing at an- 
| other WB stand, the Schenley, but 
| with different results. 

Using a tov pistol, he held up 
Elizabeth Schivick, the cashier, and 
demanded she turn over the cash 
|drawer. Miss Shivick reached in 
' the till, pulled about $32 and gave 
| it to the fellow. 


| away, she yelled ‘stop that man’ to 
| Charles Steinhauser, assistant man- 
ager, and he went after him. 
| Steinhauser, a former football 
half-back, brought down the bandit, 
| who gave his name as Hersh Kreiten- 
| berg, with a flying tackle and a few 
‘rabbit punches and held him until 
| police arrived. Steinhauser is the 
; son of Si Steinhauser, radio editor of 
| the Press. So far police have found 
/no trace of the two colored men who 
{robbed the Belmar and slugged 
| Green, requiring several stitches in 
| the manager's head. 


Four new members elected to 
nine-man exec board are Louis 
Davis, Joseph Casella, James Ad- Rainer Undecided 


desso and Allen J. Savitch. 


MISS WATSON IN ‘FLORIAN’ 


Luise Rainer, Metro player who 
arrived from Europe last week, is 
staying in New York until she de- 


Lucille Watson left yesterday cides whether to appear in a picture 
(Tuesday) to go into Méetro’s| or a legit. Several stage shows are 
‘Florian.’ Contract was signed yes-| on the fire. 


terday morning. It’s a oOne-picture 

deal with W. R. Sheehan. 
Actress recently made 

Women’ for the same studio. 


‘The 


Miss Rainer has the right to ap- 
| pear in an outside screen produc- 
| tion before returning to the Metro 
| lot. 


;picture—three hours 45 minutes. 


head and got away with more than | 
night, | 


Then as he started | 


Gueringer, Still 
Back to New Orleans 


William H. Gueringer, formerly 
active in New Orleans show busi- 
ness, departed New York for that 
city Friday (27) after a 10-day visit, 
most of which period he was abed 
under the care of physicians because 
of a heart ailment. Special arrange- 
ments were made to place him 
aboard the train at Pennsylvania sta- 
tion. Showman had been in a New 
Orleans hospital for 11 weeks after 
an intestinal operation, just prior to 
the trip north, and doctors there 
thought the change would be bene- 
ficial. 

Gueringer was in the coterie of 
the late Julian Saenger, who oper- 
ated a string of theatres in the south. 
He is known as ‘the comic’ among 
intimates and likes the appelation. 
When the Saenger properties were 
absorbed by Paramount, Gueringer’s 
share of the profit was $500,000. 
However, he never had the use of 
any of that money which Was in the 
form of stock, value of which dived 
in the depression. 


For MG-Selznick's 
‘Gone With Wind’ 
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Important Leval Quirk to Court's 


- Dismissal of Stoneham Vs. Publix 


Those Big Hats 


Columbus, Oct. 31. 

Objections of local theatre 
patrons to large women’s hats 
have led to police issuing an ul- 
timatum: Managers must see to 
it that the women remove their 
hats, or face arrest. 

Under an old city ordinance it 
is the responsibility of the man- 
agement rather than the patrons. 


LLOYD STARTS COL. 
PIC, ‘TREE’, IN JAN. 


Under his deal to make one pic- 
ture for Columbia, ‘Tree of Liberty,’ 
Frank Lloyd plans starting it some- 
time in January. Understanding is 
that Lloyd may negotiate a possible 
renewal with Paramount thereafter. 

He recently completed ‘Rulers of 
the Sea’ for Par. Budgeted at $1,- 
100,000, he was forced over this 


ly $1,250,000. This was due, in part, 
to bad luck on weather plus purchase 
by Par of ships used in the picture. 
Eventually Par will make the ships 
available for rental to other produ- 
cers at $1,500 a day. 


To be sold under separate contract 
and on straight percentage in every | 
engagement, probably at a new high | 
in terms except for roadshows, 
‘Gone With the Wind’ is the subject | 
currently of discussion as to just | 
what the exact sales policy will be 
and what date will be selected for | 


These and related | 
matters have not been determined as 
yet, according to William F. Rodgers, 

The manner in which ‘Wind’ will 
centage terms to be asked from the 
top in firsi-run engagements, togeth- 
er with definite opening dates in At- | 


Rodgers declares that. while Metro 
hos talked about a world premiere in 
Atlanta Dec. 16 and an opening at, 


,the Capitol Dec. 20, these dates are | 


subject to change, in view of the! 
discussions now going on and the ab- | 
sence of a decision up to vesterday | 
(Tues.) as to date of general release. 

A Chicago midseason sales meeting 
of Meiro will follow the huddles that 
are now taking place in New York! 
on ‘Wind,’ and, while this David O. 
Selznick picture will be discussed 
there, other general distribution mat- | 
ters will also be on the agenda. 


Reports from the Coast are that 
Metro will ask a top of 65% on 
straight percentage for ‘Wind.’ 


‘Rodgers stated yesterday (Tues.) that 


no figure had been determined nor 
that a policy had been set down for 


\the engagement at the Capitol. N. Y., 
| where 


it is said prices will be ad- 
vanced and straight admission 
throughout the day of $1 or more 
would prevail, due to length of the 


If opening at 9 a. m. and grinding 
through to 1 a. m.. Cap could do no 
;|more than four shows daily during 


| the week and only three on Sunday, 


when theatres can’t open until noon. 


Al Lichtman, who's on the Coast. 


planned coming east to discuss the 
sales setup to govern ‘Wind,’ but re- 
considered and is remaining west. 
Selznick, who has been in N. Y. for 
| discussions with Metro, is returning 
to the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.). He 
stated on Monday (30) that ‘unique 


| terms’ would obtain in the merchan- | 


| dising of the picture, not amplifying 
| further. 

He will come on from Hollywood, 
together with other execs, to attend 
the Atlanta preem, and declared that 
ithe whole show of ‘Wind’ will run 
four hours, including a 15-minute in- 
termission. 


Can’t Stay Away 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


After 35 years in retirement, 
Queenie Vassar dons the grease 
paint again, this time as a film 


| player in Gregory LaCava’s produc- 


tion, ‘Primrose Path,’ at RKO. For- 
/mer musical comedy star is Mrs. 
| Joseph Cawthorne in private life. 
‘Path’ rolls tomorrow (Wed.) with 
only one co-siar working. Joel Mc- 
|Crea is busy at 20th-Fox, and pic- 
‘ture will be shot around him for 
|about two weeks. 
Ginger Rogers 
early scenes. 


works solo in the 


;new deal 
| when his present 3-year contract ex- 


also does part of the 


' duction 


McNamee and U Reel 
To Work Out New Deal 


Graham McNamee, credited with 


being the highest-paid newsreel com- | 


mentator, probably will be given a 
by Universal newsreel 


pires around Dec. 31. He's been with 
U as narrator a little over 10 years. 
Lowell Thomas and Edwin C. Hill 
are other name commentators 
ployed by the newsreels, working 
for Fox Movietone and News of the 
Day (Metro) respectively. McNamee 
narrating on 
Universal shorts made in the east. 


em- 


4 Coast Cartoon Outfits To 


Vote Under NLRB Ruling 


Washington, Oct. 31. 

Elections among employees of four 
Hollywood animated cartoons pro- 
companies to determine 
whether they care to be represented 
by Screen Carioon Guild will be 
called within the month by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board. 

Balloting will end a squabble over 


| classifications of employees, in which 
employers have disagreed with the | 


board as to which workers should be 
included or excluded from the units. 
Walter Lantz Productions, Loew's, 
Inc., Raymond Katz Studio and Leon 
Schlesinger Productions ar2 the out- 
fits involved. 

Chief squawk came from Schles- 
inger studio, which held that 47 em- 
ployees under individual contracts 
should be excluded. Opposite view 


| was taken by NLRB. 


Board decreed that producer-di- 
rectors at Loew’s should be kept out 
of the unaffiliated labor union, but 
cameramen allowed. Cell washers 
at all studios were deemed eligible 
and directors of all companies jin- 
cluded by the board. 

Following were excluded. pursuant 
{o an agreement between the S.C.G. 
and other interested unions: clerical 
and supervisory employees, labora- 
tory technicians, cartoon editors and 
their assistants, and film librarians. 
| §. Skouras on Coast 
Los Angeles, Oci. 31. 
| Spyros Skouras, prexy of National 
Theatres, is here from New York for 
|product and operation conference 
| with his brother, Charles P, Skou- 
;ras, head of Fox West-Coast Thea- 


| 


| tres. 


| Meeting of all F-WC district man- | 


‘agers has been called for 


| (Tuesday ). 


today 


PARITES’ TREK WEST 
| E. Paul Phillips, in charge of the 
| Paramount real estate department: 


'T. X. Jones, theatre accounting | 
| executive, and Charles Burton, 


| maintenance-construction head, left 
yesterday (Tues.) for Chicago to dis- 
/cuss matters affecting the situation 
locally. They will also contact Min- 
,neapolis, headquarters of ihe Minne- 
'sota Amus. Co. 

Phillips will go on from there to 
| St. Louis before returning easi. 


amount, negative cost reaching near- | 


The David Stoneham action against 
the old Paramount-Publix Enter. 
prises, which was thrown out of N.Y, 
supreme court last Thursday (26) by 
Justice Louis A. Valente, is impor. 
tant to the trade because iis substan. 
tiates the type of financial statement 
picture companies have been issuing, 
Legal lights also hold that it relieves 
individual directors from personal 
responsibility for financial  state- 
iments issued by the company’s sta- 
tistical departments. 
| Stoneham, who operates the Inter- 
state Theatres Co. of New England, 
sued Publix, Sam Katz, Sam Dem- 
jbow, Jr., Felix E. Kahn, Ralph A, 
|Kohn, Marion Moles and Frederick 
| Metzler. Action was brought on the 
| grounds of fraud, in the issuance of 
/a fraudulent financial statement of 
| Publix Enterprises, which induced 
|Sionecham, he claimed, to sell his 
|Empire theatre, Portland, Me., to 
_Publix and to accept $120,000 notes 
‘for it. These notes never were paid, 
| because Publix Enterprises went into 
bankruptcy, he claimed. 

Stoneham further claimed that the 
| financial statement, shown him by 
| Dembow, had omitted to show $36,- 
| 000,000 of contingent liabilities. Jack 
,L. Kraus 2d represented Stoneham, 
jand Louis Nizer appeared for the 
director defendants. 

Attorney Nizer on cross-examina- 


tion of Stoneham made him admit 
that the Empire was a losing theatre 
_and that there was a default on the 
mortgage when he sold it. He also 
pointed out that Stoneham himself, 
in filing of certificate of condition in 
Massachusetts, as required by law, 
had omitted to show contingent lia- 
bilities such as Stoneham claimed 
Publix should have put in their state- 
iment. 

In an eight-hour cross-examination 
of William Broad, accountant of Peat, 
Marwick & Mitchell, accountancy 
firm, Nizer emphasized that there 
were many types of contingent liabil- 
ities which do not appear on the bal- 
ance sheet. He forced Broad to ad- 
mit that, in the case of contracts for 
employment, future salaries are not 
listed as contingent liabilities on 
financial statements: that rentals un- 
der a lease to come due in the fuiure, 
and royalties under contracts are not 


listed as contigent liabilities. Nizer 
therefore contended there was no 
fraud in the financial statement of 
Publix Enterprises and that Stone- 


ham had failed to prove any damage, 
and that the action was brought in 
bad faith. 

Justice Valente dismissed the com- 
plaint at the end of the plaintiff's 
case, which had listed about four 
days, not permitting it even to go to 


the jury. Jury and Valente heard 
the evidence. 
Stoneham is the same man who is 


suing S. A. Lynch, claiming he was 
Lynch’s lawyer in the bankruptcy 
proceedings of Publix. 


$10,600 Note Suit vs. WB 
Federal Judge Samuel Mandel- 
baum in N. Y. Saturday (28) re- 


{served decision on application of 
| Sylvia Cowans to examine Sianleigh 
P. Friedman, of Warner Bros., be- 
fore trial. This is in connection with 
her suit for $10,600, as assignee of 
Kwality Pictures, Inc., against Jack, 
Sam, Harry and Albert Warner. 
The judge, declared in reserving de- 
cision, that he would an @x- 
amination if he decided that the in- 
formation sought did not deal with 
confidential matter belonging to 
Warners. 


The plaintiff claims that two 
checks dated Nov. 5, 1923, were 
never paid. Warners assert they 


were paid, and also claim the staiute 
| Of limitations has run out, since the 
transaction occurred over 15 years 
| ago. 

| WB’s Tax Suit 

Warners filed suit in N. Y. supreme 
|; court against the N. Y. City Tax 
Commission seeking reduction from 
/an assessment of $2.926,500, on three 
| theatres to $1,666,000. They are the 
| Warner theatre on Broadway, &£- 
sessed at $750,000, which Warners 
claims should be $400,000; the second 
‘is the Hollywood theatre. 5ist and 
Broadway, assessed at $1,150,000, WB 
claiming its value is $600,000; the 
‘last is the Warner warehouse at 617- 
627 West 54th street, assessed e@t 
$1,026,500, film company asserting the 
value to be $666.000. 

| Dec. 4 is the date for a hearing on 
Warners’ claim of over-2ssessment. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Dames and Action Getting Chi 
Cagney-Vaude $41,000, A. B. Marcus 
Girls Hypo ‘Men, 166, ‘Thunder, 116 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Weather is just about perfect for 
ghow business. If business is bad 
at any house the only possible rea- 
gon is the lack of wallop of the at- 
-action. 
ay ss and dames are getting the 
coin this week, the first for ‘Roar- 
ing Twenties,’ at Chicago, and sec- 
ond for A. B. Marcus unit, on stage 
of State-Lake. These figure as the 
two top money-scorers of the ses- 
sion, with the Marcus show repeat- 
ing the excellent coin mark it 
turned in on appearance two months 
ago. : 
Garrick is going in for some ex- 
loitative stuff currently — with 
Germany Surrendered,’ an 
indie flicker that ties in with the 
headlines. House is also beginning 
to stress its newsreel again, because 
of the readying of the town’s first 
100% newsreel house, which will 
open Dec. 15. At one time Balaban 
& Katz considered turning the Gar- 
rick into a newsreeler, but dropped 
the idea at the last minute. How- 
ever, with indie opposition coming 
into town with a newsreel spot. 
B. & K. is building up a newsreect 
following for the Garrick in 
vance. 

Palace holds over ‘Fifth Ave. Girl,’ 
tied in with the Joe Cook unit on 


the stage as the final vaude session | 


for this RKO spot, which goes first- 
run double features Friday (3). 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). 
Came in here for an additional loop 
try after a session in the Chicago. 
Looks for around $4,000, mild. Last 
week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), fair $5,- 


200 for loop h.o. 


Chicago (B&K) (4.000; 35-55-75 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and stage 
show. 
office, which means $32,000 current- 
ly. Last week, ‘Hollywood Caval- 


ac @| 


| ney-Lane punching toward swelegant 
| $6,500. Last week, ‘On Toes’ (WB), 

$4.100, fair. 
Maleo Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
10-30-40)—‘Under-Pup’ (U). Exploi- 
tation, plus plugs by local crix who 
junketed to Gloria Jean premiere 
at Scranton, pushing this to oke $5,- 
500. Last week, ‘Disputed Passage’ 

(Par), $4,700, mild. 
Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (2,800: 
house dark second 


30-55 )—Vaude 
straight week. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20 
30)— ‘Touchdown’ (Par), ‘Every- 
thing Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Law Pampas’ 
(Par), split. Cut up week three 
ways for maybe $2,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d run), 
‘Television Spy’ (Par), and ‘Rio’ 
(RKO), $1,700, okay. 


‘MUSIC’ MILLER 
SWEET $23,000 
PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 

Biz stitl isn’t what it should be 
around here. Even top attractions 
of the year are falling below expec- 
tations, It’s a peculiarity of Pitts- 
burgh conditions that upturn in in- 
dustry isn’t reflected at b.o. until 
several weeks later and, with steel 
mills going full blast for month now, 


Okay medicine for the box- | 


cade’ (20th) and vaude, disappointed | 


at mild $29,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (800; 
‘Germany Surrendered’ 
‘Co-Ed’ (M-G). 
for war stuff looks for all right $5,- 
000. Last week, ‘Television’ (Par) 
and ‘Troubles’ (20th), managed fair 
enough $5,100. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40) 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Under- 
Pup’ (U), and vaude. Good com- 
bination adding up to satisfying $14.- 
000. Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO), ‘Golden Boy’ (Col), 
vaude, turned in good $14,400. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and Joe Cook 
unit on stage (2d wk). Swan song 
for vaude here currently as house 
follows with double feature policy. 
Winding up at weak pace for hold- 
Over of picture and show to $11,- 
000, following fine money session of 
$17,800 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Thunder’ (M-G). Marine ac- 
tion flicker gathering in the male 
trade and profitable $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Feathers’ (UA), finished 
fortnight’s stay to neat $7,900. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 25-40) 


35-55-65) — 
(Rule) and 


and 


unit on stage. Unit is what’s get- 
ting the coin. Up above $17,500, | 


which is a smashing take. Last week, 
Major Bowes’ ‘Anniversary’ unit 
hypoed ‘Miracles’ (M-G) to 
lent $14,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1.700: 


35-55-65-75 )—Babes Arms’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Looks for at least a 
month’s stay here on strong pace, | 


taking bright $11,000 currently after | arter five 


snagging brilliant $11,800 last week. 


CAGNEY-LANE NOISY 
$6,500 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Oct. 31. 
Sudden cold snap brought 
out of doldrums this weekend 
There’s a jingle of coins along Main 
Street, most of it coming from the 
arner, where Cagney and Priscilla 
Lane in ‘The Roaring Twenties’ are 
plenty noisy. Picture got good 
notices and drew biggest Sabbath 
house theatre had in months. 
‘Under-Pup’ is also keen for a 
starlet’s first. Malco Palace getting 
800d play for Gloria Jean. Marx 
Bros. in ‘Day at Circus’ at Loew's 
rated sub-par by critics. Orpheum, 
only vaude house, is minus stage 
attraction and dark for second week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,600; 10-30-40 )— 
At Circus’ (M-G). Opened slow 
but picking up to fair $5,000, about 


7 expected. Last week, ‘Babes’ 
M-G), $8,600, socko. 
Warner’s (Warner) (2,300: 10-30- 


49)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB). Cag- | ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G), hit the tape | 


excel- | 


On transient trade | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


b2 Just average 


horror 


boys are hoping that next fortnight 
will see the swing to the right. 

Alvin's topping the town with ‘Mr. 
Smith’ and getting great week, but 
still bit under original hopes. It'll 
stay second week, however, and then 
will probably move to Senator for 
continuation of run. Heavy rains 
at getaway held Glenn Miller, with 
‘They Shall Have Music,” down at 
Stanley, but he’s finishing strong and 
should turn in satisfactory figure, if 
not the anticipated spectacular one. 
‘Babes in Arms’ went to Warner in- 
stead of staying second week at 
Penn and doing well there, while at 
Penn, ‘Roaring Twenties’ is running 
bit better than average. ‘20,000 Men | 
a Year’ getting nothing at Ful-| 
ton and Senator’s also pulling up| 
lame with ‘Mutiny in Big House’ and 
‘Torpedoed.’ | 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col). Bullish raves for | 
this one, with the crix calling it! 
year’s outstanding picture. Will be | 
among house’s biggest grossers, al- | 
though swell $15,300 still isn’t quite | 
what management hoped Capra click | 
would do. Gets second week and 
Senator will likely pencil it in after 
that. Last week, second of ‘Holly- 


‘Lost Men’ (Par) and A. B. Marcus! ™ ood Cavalcade’ (20th), just fair at | 


35,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hvyde) (1,750; 25-40) 

‘20,000 Men’ (20th). Won't get full 
week, management planning to pull 
it out Thursday night (2) after six 
days for English-made_ twin-bill 
program, ‘Return of Frog’ |} 
and ‘Demon Barber of Fieet Street. 
Looks like $2.500 this week, poor. | 
Last week, ‘Stop, Look (20th) and | 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th), yanked 


days to awful $1,800. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘Roaring ‘Twenties’ (WB). 
Crime cavalcade with Cagney will 


grosser when week’s | 


lup. Heading for $13,500, not bad but | 


| 


not too good, either. Sticks extra | 
day and will run into world pre- | 
miere Friday night (3) of ‘Allegheny | 
Uprising’ (RKO). Last week, ‘Babes 
Arms’ (M-G), 


town | estimate and finished at $20,000, not | 


}enough to rate planned second week | 15-30-40) 


here. 

Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-40)— | 
‘Mutiny Big House’ (Mono) and) 
‘Torpedoed’ (Col). No interest in| 


this twinner, public apparently get- | 
ting just a little fed up with U-boat | 
pix purporting to reflect today’s | 
headlines. Too many of them in a, 
row. Not more than $1,700 in sight. | 
Last week, second of ‘U-Boat 29°} 
(Col), just about the same. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— | 
‘Have Music’ (UA) and Glenn Mill- | 
er’s orch. Picture hasn’t been doing | 
much around here so Miller, hotter | 
than a firecracker at moment, can | 
take practically all of the credit. | 
Got a bad break at opening when | 
pouring rain kept downtown virtu- | 
ally empty, but coming back strong | 
and should finish around $23,009, all! 
right. Last week, Ted Weems and 


| week, 


| (M-G) and ‘Scan 
fell short of original | } 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Nov. 2 
Aster—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (25th wk.). 
Capitol—‘ Babes in Arms’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.). 
Criterion—‘Whipsaw’ (M-G) 


(revival) (1). 
Globe—‘Beware Spooks’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in Variery, Oct. 25) 
Musie Hall—‘Mr. Smith Goes 
to Washington’ (Col) (3d wk.). 
Palace—‘Escape’ (20th). 
Paramount—Disputed Pas- 
sage’ (Par) (2d wk.). 


Rialto—‘One Hour to Live’ 
(U) (3). 

Rivoli— Jamaica Inn’ (Par) 
(4th wk.). 


Roxy—‘Drums Along the Mo- 
hawk’ (20th) (3). 


Strand—‘Dress Parade’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 
Week of Nov. 9 
Aster—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 


(M-G) (26th wk.). 

Capitol — ‘Dancing Co-ed’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Vantery, Sept. 27) 


Music Hall— Ninotchka’ 
(M-G). 

Paramount—‘Rulers of the 
Sea’ (Par) (8). 


(Reviewed in Vartery Sept. 29) 

Rialto—‘Cali a Messenger’ (U) 
(10). 

Rivoli—‘First Love’ (U) (8). 

Roxy—‘Drums Along the 
Mohawk’ (20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand — ‘Roaring Twenties’ 
(WB) (10). 

(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 25) 


fast and bettered estimate at $18,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G). Moved here 
after big week at Penn and has 
plenty stuff left. Around $8,700 
looked for and a chance of better- 
ing that, in which event picture 
might rate the nod for another week 
at this spot. Last week, ‘Fast, Furi- 
ious’ (M-G) and ‘Blue Grass’ (WB), 
woefully weak at $3,200. 


NICE $5,000 


Louisville, Oct. 31. 


Biz is pretty evenly divided among | 
the first-runs this week, ‘Mr. Smith ! 


Goes to Washington’ shaping up as 
the top-flight b.o. draw. ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ at Brown, is swell on move- 
over. On other screens, product 
points to alright returns and, with 
cooler weather to give ’em a break, 
there should be no complaints cur- 
rently. 

No standout football games in this 
territory over the weekend, which 
was in pic houses’ favor. | 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) —- ‘Babes Arms’! 
(M-G) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ Col). 
Moveover from Loew’s Excellent 


draw from the younger crowd help- 
ing this pair to shape up for record 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Hollywood Cav- | 
alcade’ (20th) and ‘Pack Up Troubles’ | 
(20th), okay $1,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Livingstone’ (20th) and ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ (Col). Catching fairish trade, | 
and average $1,600 indicated Last 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th), split with 
‘News Made Night’ (20th) and ‘Lead- | 
ing Citizen’ (Par), fine $1,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40) —‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Grey | 
Walls’ Col), Strong buildup getting | 
this one sweet returns. Heading for | 
$10,000, big. Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ | 
dal Sheet’ (Col), de- 
livered $11,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) 
“Roaring Twenties’ (WB). 
Cagney-Priscilla Lane opus pulling 
nice trade. Will be well on the black 
side at probable $5,000. Last week, 
‘Submarine D-l’ (WB) (reissue), 
fairish $3,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000; 15- 


(1,000; 


| 
| 


30-40)—Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and 
‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO). Although 


public interest in war news is at} 
high pitch, this combo is getting only | 
mild $4,500. Last week, ‘Disputed 
Passage’ (Par) and ‘Television Spy’ 
(Par), plus p.a. of John frioward, 
Olympe Bradna and J. Carroll Naish 
Saturday (21), got good $7,500. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—Rio’ (U) and ‘Bright 
Boys’ (U). Off to an early (Thurs- | 


day) start and pointing to fairly 
good $3,200. Last week, ‘Stranger’ | 
(20th) and ‘Escap2’ (20th), light 
$2,500. 


All Marines’ 


Troubles’ 


| than two here. 


N. Y. Fair Ends; ‘Passage’ with Dick 
And Ted Powell OK $49,000, ‘Smith’ 
Big 956 2d, Dress Parade’-Kemp 256 


The Fair is over and managers are 
anxious to see what a difference it 
makes at the film boxoffices, if any. 
Experience during the past two 
months has been that weekend busi- 
ness has been away over the normal 
of prior years, while Mondays have 
witnessed a big dip. Various other 
weekdays have also fluctuated a lot. 
The impression in managerial circles 
is that while the Flushing Meadows 
expo has apparently helped, it has 
not been as startling as some ex- 
pected. Music Hall, a natural for 
the visiting firemen, has unquestion- 
ably benefited the most. Some of 
its weekends have been sensational 
in comparison with the level of busi- 
ness on other days. 

Nearing the blowoff. on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday (27-28-29), the 
Fair played to around 1,000,000. 
Theatres did well on. those three 
days where the attractions had any 
pull at all. Out of school Friday 
(27), many of the town’s kids went 
to shows instead of to the expo. 

Lone new bill of any consequence 
is ‘Disputed Passage’ and Dick 
Powell in person at the Paramount 
together with the Teddy Powell or- 
chestra, Frazee sisters and others. 
The first week, ending last night 
(Tues.), was a socko $49,000. Powell 
is eredited with much of the draw. 
Holdover begins today (Wed.). 

Vieing sirongly with the Par for 
the lion’s share of the business is 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ 
currently in its second powerful 
week at the Hall. It will round out 
the week at $95,000, following first 
seven days of $105,000, and tomor- 
row (Thurs.) begins a third. 

Another one-weeker is ‘20,000 Men 
a Year’ at the big-seater Roxy, 
where it is rubbing bottom: only 
around $25,000. House brings in 
‘Drums Along Mohawk’ Friday (3), 
to be followed by another buy 
from United Artists, ‘Housekeeper’s 
Daughter.’ 

Under expectations in view of 
what it has done in other parts of 
the country but still over the house 
average at the Capitol is ‘Babes in 
Arms.’ It will get $30,000 or there- 
abouts this week (2d) and holds a 
third. The Laughton picture, ‘Ja- 
maica Inn’ is also off somewhat but 
still o.k. at $18,000 for the third week 
concluded last night (Tues.). Stays 
a fourth. 

Getting only $25,000 last week 
with ‘On Your Toes’ and Hal Kemp, 
but having latter’s orchestra booked 


pictures Friday (27), substituting ‘On 
Dress Parade.’ First day with new 
film perked but doubted if the same 
figure, $25,000, will be topped. Bee 
Howell was added to the Kemp band 
Friday (27), also. ; 

State is off with ‘Honeymoon in 
Bali’ and a stage bill embracing 
Noble Sissle, Stroud Twins and Har- 
riet Hoctor. About $18,000, mild, 
looks tops. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012: 25-40-55-65)—‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G) (25th week). A run] 
picture that has now passed the 


half-year mark, believed to be a rec- 
ord for any film on a consecutive 


for three weeks, the Strand changed | 


basis, this English-made is a sensa- 
tional profit-maker. 


ending Monday night (30), was $6,- 


1000. End of run iinminent 
Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
, ‘Babes’ (M-G) (2d week). Below 


the fond expectations nourished for 
it but okay and good profit at over 
$40,000 last week (lst) and a prob- 


Remains a third week. 
(1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Call- 
(Rep). 
a sad week last night (Tues.) at less 
than $5,000. Prior film, ‘High Grey 
Walls’ (Col), around $6,500. so-so, 


holdover. 
Criterion 


Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Rio’ (U). 
Doing only fairly, maybe $7,000. 
Last week, third for ‘U-Boat 29’ 


(Col), $6,500, good. ‘Beware Spooks’ | 
(Col) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Palace (1.700; 25-35-55)—‘Dust Be | 
Destiny’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Pack | 
(20th) (Ist run). In- | 
point to about $7,800, 
right with this brace. Last week’s 
doubleton, ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) 
and ‘Under-Pup’ (U), both 2d run, 
$7,200. 

Paramount (3,664: 
—‘Disputed Passage’ 
stage, Dick Powell, 
orch, Frazee Sisters. 
week today 


dications 


25-35-55-88-99) 
(Par) and, on 
Teddy Powell 
Incepts second 
(Wed.) after pounding 
through with fortitude to a nice 
$49,000 the first seven days. Last 
week, second for ‘What a Life’ (Par) 
and Jimmy Durante-Russ Morgan 
in-person combination, $25,000, get- 
ting by but not much more. 

Radio City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
and stage show (2d week). A smash | 


of the first-water and probably $95,- | 
a 
Re- 
Few are held more | 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) | 


000 on the holdover, following 
spicy $105,000 the first week. 
mains a third. 


The 24th week, | 


| buts. 
Wound up | 


opens Thursday (9), backed by a big 
campaign. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Legion of 
Lost Flyers’ (U). Doing fairly, 
about $6,800. Last week the count- 
up was $6,000 for ‘Witness Van- 
ishes’ (U). 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) —‘Ja- 
maica Inn’ (Par) (4th week). Tees 
off on fourth week today (Wed.) 
after $18,000 for the third week end- 
ing last night (Tues.) okay, and $26,- 
000, very sturdy, the prior (2d) stan- 
za. Though dipping $8,000 after the 
second week, with competition being 
what it is. the Laughtcn picture is 
holding its own rather well. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘20,000 
Men’ (20th) and stage show. No 
dice, only around $25,000 and out 
after one week, to be followed Friday 
(3) by ‘Drums Along Mohawk’ 
(20th). Last week ‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ (20th) (2d wk) over $30,000, 
disappointing though profitable. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Bali’ (Par) 
(2d run) and Noble Sissle, Harriet 
Hoctor, Stroud Twins. ‘Bali’ is an- 
other picture that had three weeks 
at the Par Ist run, lessening its 
chances here, and doubtful of top- 
ping $18,000, not so good. Last week 
Golden Boy’ (Col) (2d run) and Ted 
Fio Rito, Wally Vernon and team of 
Raye and Naldi, $22,000, o.k. 

Strand (2,767 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) (ist week) and 
Hal Kemp (2d week). Holdover of 
Kemp with new picture substituted 
means maintaining the prior week’s 
pace at $25,000, but probably not bet- 
ter. This figure was drawn with 
Kemp on his first week, picture be- 
ing ‘On Your Toes’ (WB).* ‘Parade’ 
and Kemp hold over. 


Despite Tough 
posish, Beau 
OK $13,500 in D.C. 


Washington, Oct. 31. 


Dizziest weekend in years appears 
to be paying off to at least the big- 
gest mainstemmers, with Eddie Can- 
tor’s stage unit grabbing press space 
by the yard as comic cavorts in and 
out of White House, Capitol Hill, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Y. M. C. A., and anything else with 
a news angle. Pic at Capitol, ‘Fast 
and Furious,’ isn’t hurting, but Can- 
tor is the draw that will lead the 
town by some $10,000. 

Earle, which is holding over ‘Mr. 
Smith’ and complete stage bill, stood 
7em up last week and is strong on 
the repeat. Political and newspaper 
experts are still rubbing their hurt 
feelings, but the public loves it. ‘Beau 
Geste,’ overshadowed by above two, 
is getting ok figure at Palace, ace 
straight pic spot, and ‘U-Boat 29’ at 
Met is doing nicely on headline an- 
gle, but reissue of ‘Road Back’ took 
hefty panning from critics and is 


| dying at Keith's. 


Angle that threw boys off their 
calculations this stanza was opening 
of every house on Thursday, except 
Earle, which held over. Marked first 


| time in a decade that nothing bowed 
| able $30,000 or a shade better on the | : saga ay i 


on Friday. Three Loew’s spots have 
permanently shifted to Thursday de- 
Others were booking coinci- 
dences, although they are watching 
effect of change on rivals and may 
follow suit. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
“Fast Furious’ (M-G) and vaude. 

Pic pleasing, but Eddie Cantor show 
drawing sock $30,000. Last week, 
‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and Ann Ruther- 
ford p.a., light $14,000. 
Celumbia (1,234: 
‘Iron Mask’ (2d 


(Loew) 


(UA) 


25-40)— 
run). Back 


| after fair stay at Palace for passable 
| $4.000. 
| (2d run), fourth week on mainstem, 


Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G) 


satisfying $4,000. 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and vaude (2d 
week. Entire bill held over for 


swell $17,000. Last week walloped 
with $22,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55 )—‘Road 
Back’ (U) (reissue). Retouched ver- 
sion rapped by critics as just as bad 
as ever. Comes out tomorrow (1) 
with six days at floppo $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Rio’ (Ud), dull $5.500. 

Met (WB) (1,600 25-40)—‘U-Boat 
29’ (Col). Timeliness helping arty 
draw strong $6,000. Last week, 
‘Touchdown’ (Par), good $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55)— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par). Overshadowed 
by ‘Mr. Smith’ and Cantor, but will 
see oke $15,500. Last week. ‘Rains 
Came’ (20th) (2d wk), solid $8,500. 


95 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
l | 
| 
= | 
| | 
| | | 
i? | 
| 
| | 
| 
\ | | 
if | 
| 
| 
iS | | 
10 | | 
Ss | | 
d, | | 
| 
to | | 
! | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| i 
} 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
re 
of | 
eign | | 
be- 
f 
a¢ 
e 
years 
reme 
Tax 
from 
inree | 
the | 
irners | 
econd 
t and 
) WB | | 
}; the | | 
t 617- | 
ed et | | 
ng the | 
ing Of | 
nel i 
e 


“ 


VARIETY 


EXPLOITATION 


Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


FILM 


42d St. Indies Going 
Berserk in Blatancy 
And Deceptive Bally. 


New outburst of blatant and often 
misleading lobby and marquee ad- 
vertising by film theatres of West | 
42nd street, off Broadwaz, again calls | 
industry attention to the ‘Coney Is- | 
Janda of the picture business.’ Type 
o! alleged deception ranges from du- 
plicate or second titles, totally unlike 
the original, to wording that deviates | 
flatly from the truth or features the 
gex angle out of proportion to what 
is shown on the screen. 

Because more theatres in this 42nd 

treet area now are securing major 
company product, some control can 
be exerted, but on the vast number 
of films there is no patroling or in- 
specting of lobbies, because nobody 
wants any part of it. 


‘U-BOAT 29’ CASHES IN 
HEAVILY IN CANADA 


Winnipeg, Oct. 31. 

With the sinking of HMS Royal 
Oak at Scapa Flow coming only a 
few days previous to opening, Don 
Gauld, of the Metropolitan, put on 
heavy exploitation for ‘U-Boat 29,’ 
which shows the battleship. Cam- 
paign included special window dis- 
plays in the downtown area, while 
heralds, posters, etc., were liberally 
scattered through military and naval 
headquarters around town. News- 
paper ads and radio plugs com- 
pleted the boost. 

Newspaper ads carried copies of 
the headlines from two local dailies 
telling of the Royal Oak sinking. 
Same ads brought requests from 
other cities and towns yet to play 
the picture. A further tieup with 
the newspapers had a special bulle- 
tin board outside the theatre. This 
was serviced three and four times 
daily from the city desks of the 
dailies with art work and Canadian 
Press flashes. An eye was kept on 
copy to keep it mostly down to 
naval material. 

Window displays were effective 
with use being made of models of 
destroyers and sub chasers. Took 
a little trouble finding makers of 
such models but was worth it from 
number of people it stopped. Win- 
dow cards and 20,000 heralds were 
scattered and spotted around the 
town with special care being taken 
in regions of military and naval 
concentrations. Added to this 
Gauld also wrote personal letters to 
all officers commanding regiments 
in the Winnipeg district, pointing 


| 


By John C. Flinn 


Talk in the lobby of the Greenbrier, at White Sul- 
phur Springs, was on the topic of motion pictures, the 


| hits, the flops, the sales’ policies of the various dis- 


tributing companies, the anti-trust suits against the 
majors and several strong independent theatre chains; 


| about the declining drawing power of some of the 


long-established stars, and the promising careers of 
some of the younger players, about double bills, cash 
nights and giveaways; in fact, moving from group to 
group, one heard lively debate and discussion of nearly 
every film subject imaginable. 

Reason for the meeting of theatre operators, who are 
presidents of various sectional exhibitor organizations, 
was the annual assembly of the directors of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America. The board con- 
sists of 26 members. There were 21 present, best rep- 
resentation of any such meeting, and they came from 
every part of the country for a two-day gabfest about 
film biz. There was routine business to be disposed 
of, the reelection of Ed Kuykendall, as president, along 
with the present officers, and other organization mat- 
ters, quickly moved, seconded and unanimously passed. 

These theatre men, some of them heads of important 
exhibiting chains, were attracted to the meeting be- 
cause, as one of them put it, ‘There must be some an- 
swer to present film trade problems.’ That is why, 
after a long dey session, they passed up the entertain- 
ment program and returned to conference until nearly 
midnight. And held to the same schedule the second 
and final day. 

They are filled with anxiety about the picture busi- 
ness; about the impending passage of the Neely bill, 
which will be taken up by the House when Congress 
reconvenes in regular session after January 1; about 
the ability of Hollywood producers to maintain a high 
standard of production in the face of declining over- 
seas’ film rentals as result of the European war; about 
the chaotic state of distributor-exhibitor relations, 
which exploded last summer when the Department of 
Justice put the finger on a uniform trade practice code; 
and about the reports from State capitals and City 
Halls that the film biz will have to kick in with sundry 
types and kinds of taxes. 

There was a lot in the discusion that was rehash and 
conversational turnover from innumerable former ex- 
hibitor meetings, but there also were some new angles, 
chief of which was unmistakable evidence for the first 
time at one of these gatherings, that the theatremen 
at last had made up their own minds to tackle their 
particular problems in their own way and behalf, and 
the program of watchful waiting, begging and plead- 
ing with producer-distributors was all washed up. 
MPTOA has made up its mind to stop asking, and 
start demanding. And if there is any misunderstand- 
ing as to whether that is not the policy, some of the 
strongest members of the board of directors, in private 
conversation, declare themselves ready to call for @ 
showdown. 


EXHIBS WEARY OF IT ALL 


In the first place, exhibitors are slightly weary over 
the industry setup, to which they attribute their rather 
undignified role of being patsy for every rambunctious 
legislative program and every intra-industry move and 
manipulation, which reverberate like a Grand Canyon 
echo at theatre boxoffices. They are sore about 
the bad publicity which the business is getting as a 
result of Hollywood’s ‘economy’ splurge. They say the 
customers already are jumping down their necks about 
‘cheap pictures,’ although current attractions were 
produced months ago, long before Herr Hitler started 
cutting up. They say the Hollywood gossip columns 
which are syndicated in their newspapers, and the 
radio chatterers with their matrimonial scoops and 


out the timeliness of the picture and 
offering to reserve special blocks of 
seats for all military groups wish- 
ing to attend the picture. 

Papers cooperated further by 
running clips from picture showing 
film version of sinking of Royal 
Oak along with mention of pic- 
ture. 


‘Cavell’ Takes Mercy 
Message to Hospit 


Reading, Oct. 31. 

C. G. Keeney, manager of the 
Park, scored heavily on advance 
free publicity for ‘Edith Cavell’ 
(RKO), showing the picture, before 
its opening at his theatre, in the 
hall of St. Joseph’s Hospital for the 
nurses and hospital attaches. A war 
veteran, totally disabled in that hos- 


pital since the end of the World| 


War, who was brought to the pre- 
view was Gerber Schafer, whose 
services in various welfare move- 
ments have brought him nationwide 
prominence, 


Hot Time in N. C. When 
Local Boy Comes Home 


The two theatres where Kay 
Kyser’s first picture, ‘That’s Right, 
You’re Wrong,’ will be world 
preemed in Rocky Mount, N. C., 
bandleader’s hometown, Nov. 15, 
have been sold out and $4,000 has 
already come in for the dance that 
Kyser will play in a tobacco grow- 
er’s warehouse there that night. 
Proceeds of the dance go to local 
charities. 

The RKO picture with Kyser will 
be generally released Nov. 24. 


Company has an option on the band 
for a second feature. 


blessedeventing, are tearing down all dignity in the 


business and alienating from theatre support the best 
local groups and individuals whose cooperation is es- 
sential to the conduct of any successful enterprise. 

They are burning up over the failure, refusal and 
plain cussedness of some of the larger distributing 
companies in denying exhibitors the concessions of can- 
cellations and privileges to which the same distributors 
subscribed in al] discussions leading to the drafting of 
the trade practice code. And most irritating of all, 
they discover, as they talk over sales policies among | 
themselves, that several major distributors have flex- 
ible rules of exchange operations, doing business one 
way in the east, another in the west, and still another 
in the south. 

In short, they are asking themselves why, as theatre- | 
men with the responsibilities of millions of dollars in) 
theatre properties, with the obligation of showmanship | 
which brings in the wherewithal from which film rent- 
als are subtracted, they shouldn’t change around the, 
order of things in the film industry and play captain | 
for a little while? 


WANT A SAY FOR A CHANGE 


It was interesting and absorbing conversation, but aj, 
listener couldn't refrain from the silent comment that | 
most of the exhibitor peeve is due primarily to the, 
prevailing producer-distributor attitude which has per- | 
mitted much ignorance of the production problem. | 
Hollywood has gone along for years without any con-; 
sistent and intelligent effort to acquaint the great body | 
of exhibitors with accurate, authentic and essential | 
information about picture making. | 

Such statements, as film company executives have | 
disseminated through the trade, have been confined, | 
for the most part, to flamboyant publicity that (in the 
particular executive’s opinion) some picture set for 
early release, which he has just had the honor and | 
privilege of viewing, is without doubt the biggest) 
smash hit of the season. No studio ever has extended | 
a welcome invitation to exhibitor groups to visit Hol- 
lywood with sufficient frequency to inform theatremen 
of the complex problems of filming. Correspondence 
between producers and their customers, who operate 
theatres, is about as cordial as a Western Front com- 
munique. 

That is why, at the present moment, producers and 
their distributing organizations are having such a dif- 
ficult time trying to get over the idea that the Amer- | 
ican theatre operator may have to change his exhibit- | 
ing policies in order to meet the added requirements 
of greater domestic income to match the diminishing | 
foreign film rentals. Most exhibitors, and this goes for | 
some who have been in the business for years, believe | 
the dip in foreign receipts is being used as a gag to| 
get higher film domestic rentals. There is amazing) 
lack of understanding about the actual situation, and) 
no one should be shocked at the fact, because the) 
groundwork of real cooperation and mutual coordina- | 
tion always has been slighted and passed over as one, 
of the non-essentials. Film business has been such a 
bonanza that it has been able to absorb these deficien- | 
cies which in many other commercial setups are re- | 
garded as fundamental. 

’Tisn't so bad that it couldn’t be worse—or a whole 
lot better. Under the surface of these most recent 
exhibitor discussions is a most constructive program. 
Theatremen are beginning to see themselves in the 
full stature of their importance to each other, and the 
industry. In numbers, in showmanship experience 
and in ability to handle public relations they are pos- | 
sessed of the full and complete equipment. They are. 
turning their attention to the inner-workings of the 
business itself. In that direction they will find the 
answers. 


OWMANSHIP 


‘Pitt Goes Overboard 


In Ballyhoo for RKO’s 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
Festivities surrounding w orld 
preem of RKO's ‘Allegheny Uprise 
ing’ here this week-end have grown 
from a one-night stand to three-day 
program. Affair is being sponsored 


by Allegheny Centennial Committee 


of One Hundred, which is using the 
opening to climax 100th anniversary 
celebration of City of Allegheny, 
which is now North Side of Pitts. 
burgh proper. City council voted 
$2,500 to committee to be shelled 
out as it saw fit in connection with 
the event. 


Tix for opening night at Penn 
Friday (3) are bringing $2.50 and 
practically a sell-out already. Big 
dinner for 700 civic leaders honor- 
ing Claire Trevor, star of picture, 
and Mayor Cornelius D. Scully. who 
heads Centennial group, in William 
Penn hotel's Chatterbox will precede 
premiere. Tieups have been 
ranged with nine Pittsburgh depart- 
ment stores, one of which will hold 
a tea for Miss Trevor under auspices 
of local chapter of DAR. 

Network broadcast over NBC blue 
via KDKA will take place from 
stage of Penn, with Miss Trevor and 
group of local actors doing several 
scenes from the script. Original 
score used in ‘Uprising’ will be 
Played by Maurice Spitalny'’s band, 
In addition, several lobby broade« 
casts will be staged by WWSW. In 
addition, KDKA, which will dedicate 
new transmitter same week-end, is 
pushing preem through newest and 
oldest forms of transmission, latter 
being reflected in Indian stuff used 
in picture. 

Practically entire downtown area 
is being roped off night of preem for 
16-block long parade which will be 
carried off in ox-team motif. P. J. 
Wolfson, who produced ‘Uprising,’ 
will also represent studio, and Neil 
Swanson, who authored ‘First Rebel,’ 
from which screen play was fashe 
ioned, is coming up from Baltimore 
for the affair. Swan at one time 
was m.e. of Pittsburgh Press. 

Details are being handled by 
Charlie Kurtzman, manager of Penn; 


| Joe Feldman and Jim Toteman, of 


WB publicity staff; and Carl Rigrod 
and Lou Allemann, special RKQ 
reps, who have been in town for 10 
days preparing releases and tie-ups. 
Festivities will get under way 
Thursday (2) and continue through 
Saturday and RKO studio plans to 
send on number of additional pice 
ture names from Coast to augment 
Miss Trevor’s appearances. S. Bare 
rett McCormick now in Hollywood 
arranging siudio leaves for other 


| players. 


Original plan to bring in crix 


Albany’s Mayor Issues 
‘Drums’ Proclamation 


Albany, Oct. 31. 

Proclamation by Mayor John Boyd 
Thacher designating Thursday (2) as 
|*‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ day, in 
| recognition of the screening, at the 
| Palace, will give Albany its first 
| film world premiere. 
| Arleen Whelan, Joan Davis and 
| Lynn Bari from the studio, and Gov- 
| ernor Lehman and staff will attend. 
| Broadcast from theatre lobby and a 
| dinner for special guests at DeWitt 


| Clinton hotel, are part of the drum | 


| beating for the affair. 

Coast visitors will be taken under 
a police-automobile escort to Sche- 
| nectady, Amsterdam, Gloversville 
and Utica for p.a.’s at Proctor’s, the 
Rialto, the Glove and the Olympic, 
respectively. 

In his five-paragraph proclamation, 
Mayor Thacher emphasized that the 
locale of ‘Drums,’ by Walter D. Ed- 
monds, is Albany and the Mohawk 
Valley. James F. Ronin, prez of C. 
& C., has asked merchants to fly Old 
Glory Thursday. Lou Golding, Fa- 
bian division manager; Alex Sayles, 
Palace manager, and Moe Grass- 
green, 20th Century-Fox branch 
manager, are local arrangees. 


| 


TURN SUB LOOSE 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Public interest in undersea war- 
fare caused Warners to reissue ‘Sub- 
marine D-1.’ 

Picture was made for Cosmopoli- 
tan release in 1937. 


Tis Stamp on Shorts 


Good Housekeeping mag is mov- 


ing into the picture field and will 
| ‘approve’ short subjects which it be- 
lieves are worthy. The mag may 
|later extend itself to features. 

Good Housekeeping is setting up 
a board of 25 reviewers from vari- 
|ous ranks and professions for cross- 
'section reaction. 
for the first time Nov. 8 to look over 
shorts and will pick only the above 
average. 


Theatre Cashing in On 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 


New quiz-cash show on WWSW 
booming Friday night grosses at 
WB’s Enright theatre, where the 
show originates every week. Ama- 
teur nite lure lined Enright pockets 
couple of years ago but new stunt 
is doubling the expectancy since it’s 
also of film interest. Program’s called 
‘Who’s the Star,’ and number of 
clues are presented with the idea to 
name the actor or actress being dis- 
cussed, It’s another version of Bank 
Night, with the dough going into a 
jackpot when a contestant muffs the 
answer. 

Show is Walt Framer’s idea and 
he’s doing the quizzing, assisted by 
two announcers in the audience. 
Delle Gillis, Walt Sickles and How- 
ard Baum’s band, featuring Jean 
Boaz, are also on the program. 


Goed Housekeeping Will Put 


ADD: SEALS 'Rio, Buenos Aires To 
Hear ‘Oz’ on Short Waves 


Schenectady, Oct. 31. 


General Electric Company and 


| M-G-M are cooperating on a half- 


hour exploitation, via short wave in 
Portuguese and Spanish, of ‘The 
Wizard of Oz,’ broadcasts being 


| scheduled for Nov. 16, day before 
Latin versions of film have premieres | 
in Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires. | 


The board meets! 


Film Quiz Program 


Recordings of songs and dialogue 
will be included, as well as an ac- 
count of the casting and production 
of ‘Wizard.’ WGEA, beamed on Rio, 


Zacharias Yachonelli, well known 
Brazil picture comedian, does Frank 
Morgan’s role in the transcriptions, 
ager of a Rio radio station, handles 
the emcee chores. 


| lan 


Buenos Aires. 


Gazzolo Actively Back 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Frank A. P. Gazzolo, one of the 
famed theatre operators in Chicago 
in the early years of the century, has 
returned to active participation in 
local show biz with his son Dudley 
taking back control of the westside 
Imperial. 

Theatre formerly a key vaudfilm 
house, will be operated under a 
straight film policy. In his day the 


and legit theatres in Chicago. 


will carry the Portuguese program. | 


while Cesar Ladeira, program man- | 


Romulado Tirado | 
has the title role in the Spanish- | 


elder Gazzolo operated both vaude | 


from out-of-town has been dropped 
and instead only syndicate writers 
and special columnists from the east 
will come in. 


PHILLY GETS FIRST 
LOOK AT QUEEN BESS 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 

World pvremicr of ‘The Private 
Lives of Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB), 
technicolor feature co-starring Bette 
Davis and Errol Flynn, takes place 
tomorrow nitht (1) at the Rovd. 

First gun of the campaign was 
placing special trailers plugging up 
the premiere angle in all Warner 
theatres in the territory. Certain 
key houses of the chain ran the regu- 
lar trailer on the feature. 

Series of screenings were held for 
executives of the Motion Picture 


guage program, to be aired over) Forum and the Motion Picture Com- 
| WGEO. The latter is beamed on'! 


mittee of the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs as well as for the Superinten- 
dent of the Department of Visual 
Education, principals of schools and 
teachers, radio commentators an 
newspaper» writers. 

On the radio, spot announcements 
were taken on seven stations, week 
in advance of opening. 


WB’s ‘Racket Busters’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. . 
- Warners is launching a new series 
of law enforcement shorts under the 
title of ‘Racket Busters.’ 
Shooting starts in mid-December 
with Gordon Hollingshead supervis- 
ing. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Philly Looks Up; ‘Roaring 20's Fine 
$19,000, ‘Glory’ Excellent $15,200 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. | 

A steady upturn continues in) 
downtown Philly houses this week, | 
with even the Aldine beginning to 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


‘ This Week. $1,639,100 
-hibit signs of life with ‘Real | Dn ere 
exhibit signs 0 | (Based on 27 cities, 183 thea- 
Glory. | tres, chiefly first runs, including 
‘Kid Nightingale’ plus Jimmie) yw y) 


Lunceford’s orch at the Earle is | 
arossing ahead of expectations, but | 
running way behind the terrific $31,- 
9) chalked up by Glenn Miller's 
crew and ‘Pack Up Troubles’ = 

| 


week. Miller's first appearance here 
since he hit the big time was only 


Cincinnati, Oct. 31 
Mild returns on fresh pics cur- | 

rently, but socko personal pull of | 

Martha Raye at the vaudfilm Shu- 


bert has combo b.o. of ace houses 
even up with last week’s generally 
okay mark. 


man two seasons ago. LOUD $17 000 
‘Babes in Arms, which is grossing | ’ 
Estimates for This Week 
is magic, and neat $15,200 looms. 
Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
fourth stanza. Pulled to make way 


Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 26 cities, 176 theatres) 
less than a grand behind the all-time RAYE - ‘BOOKIES 
high for bands set by Benny Good- 
‘Roaring Twenties’ is showing | 
ple nty of strength at the Fox, Ditto | 
heavily in its fourth stanza—record 
h.o. for the year. | IN CINCY 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA). Cooper’s name | 
Last week ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA), 
mediocre $7,100 for second turn. 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (4th wk). Nifty 
$9.000 for only four days of the 
r world premiere of ‘Elizabeth 
pine Essex’ (WB) tomorrow (Wed.). 


Last week swell $13,500 for third ‘Real Glory’ is a fair tugger at the 
sesh. | Albee. Palace has a bloomer in 

Earle (WB) (32-42-57-68)— Kid Marx Bros. ‘Day at Circus.’ Keith's 
Nightingale’ (WB) and Jimmie | ajsq is down under with ‘What a 
Luneeford’s orch. Profitable $22,300 | 7 ire” Holdovers. ‘Mr. Smith’ and 


for this combo. Last week, super- | 
forte $31,200 set up by Glenn Mil- 
Jer's oreh and ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th). 


‘Babes Arms,’ are registering swell 
for the Capitol and Lyric. 
Miss Rave is mas enetizing biz that 


Fox (WB) (32-42-57)—'Roaring | ties the Shubert's previous high for | 
Twenties (WB). Nice words by | the season, Screen has ‘Bookies 
crix and word-of-mouth is building | Wept.’ 


this one up to big $19,000. ‘On Toes’ 


(WB) last week was fairish $15,700. Estimates for This Week 


2. =—_ Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Real | Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- | 
‘On Toes WB) Glory’ (UA), Fair $10,500, Last | 25-40 )—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
anaae then opener with poor $3,300.; week. ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col), wham | Maintaining very steady pace to $10.- 
Last week ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), got | $17,000. that aes 000 after bullish opening sesh to big | 
fair $3,800 for third run downtown. | Boston, Oct. 31. d (Rappaport) (2,205; 
(WR) | tor second week, Greet $8,500. , ‘Babes’ in Arms’ is flirting with Wept | 
wee ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d ; NEW record at the Orpheum and is (RKO) plus Woody Herman orch 
run) (2d WK). $7.00 'also jamming the State. with pros- |, 
home about with bare $9,000. First | run). (1,000; 15-25)—|Pects of a certain ‘holdover at both | Andrews Sisters. Leading town 
week brought $4,900, just about pet. | TT and ‘Crashing | stands. ‘Jamaica Inn, at the Met, Boat "99° (Col). vaude headed 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)—— | Torpedoec nd ‘Intermezzo,’ at Memorial, are 
4 ) « il- | Through’ (Mono). Best in months at | 4 by Parkyakarkus, steady $13,300. 
Circus’ (M-G) (2d wk). Is fail- | ( ‘De ad Men Tales’ | also doing socko biz, making the "Keith's (2 406: 15- | 
ing to hold up, with only $10,000 | $2,500, Last wee ’ g icture here one of the; 
gk (Ind) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U),| Seneral | pictu 25-35-40 )—‘Disputed Passage’ (Par). 
for second trip. Last week broug it lit “ith ‘Nisht Work’ (Par brightest this season. | 
nice $16,000 for Marx Bros. Saunt Pilot’ (hi ‘Mill on the Floss,’ foreign flicker. | 
2 ; tial tak 
Santon (WB) (1,457: 32-42-57)— | ‘Stunt Pilot (Mono), average $2,000. wilt gata & laleaeee a at Fine (Wed.) after satisfying initial take 
20,000 Men’ (20th). | Mediocre $4,000 Keith's (Lisbon) (1,500; 35-42) | Wi Gain three good weeks on of $10,000, 
for this blood-and-thunder thriller, |‘What a Life’ (Par). Sad $3.800. Post t of Sha os ee h is now be New (Mechanic) | (1,581; 15-25-35- 
Awav under the strong $6,400 gar- | Ditto last week on “Fest Furwour ing touted in New York as an ‘Amer- | ogi ce local Hearst Ai 
(RKO) (1.400; 35-42), premiere.’ but ‘Rol much action at the 
week in second-run i showing. | Babe Arms (M-G) (3d run). Good Keith-Boston reverts to three days }, 4 ” posible $3,500. Last week, sec- 
; Pr Last week, ‘U-Boat 29’ (Col), Of weekend vaude Friday (3) after) oiq of ‘Hollywood Cavaleade’ (20th), 
“fain iy wae $5.000. two four-day vaude stanzas. ‘added steady $4.200 to nice $6,300 of 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42) ‘At Estimates for This Week opening round; both all right for this 
Circus’ Poor $8,000. Last ,, Boston (RKO) (3,200: 25-30-40)— ji mited seater. 
week, ‘Sternally Yours’ (UA) eight _ Stanley (WB) (3.280; 15-25-35-40- 
th vaude two days; ‘The Frog is s’ (WB). Well 
avs, fz "$10,000. 55 Roaring Twentie 
(RKO) (2.150: 40-60)— | (20th) (Ist run), with: same vaude received by crix and building in 
'‘Bookies Wept’ «RKO) and Martha | Pill. two days; and ‘Name Only | gratifying style to strong $12.000. 
e @| Raye st: wring stage show. Will hit| (RKO) and ‘Man Could Hang’ (Col)! 73.4 week ‘On Toes’ (WB), failed to 
'$17.000 to match week in which| (both 2d run), dual, three days.) Qick at $5,3 300. 
Rochester nersonalled for high | Headed for about $8,000. okay. Last : ee 
ek, ‘Code Streets’ (U) and vaude 
;money of current combo policy. | W® or It’ 
Kansas City, Oct. 31, Last week, ‘Full Confession’ (RKO) | Eternally,’ 
Lineup of films is above average | and Joe FE. Brown unit, slowed down (2d run), double, $8,700, good. 
and without holdovers, but biz is lie hess for $10,000 take _ Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25- 35-40- $6,000, Okay in Seattle 
highly centralized at the Midland, | Seattle, Oct. 31. 
with “Mr, Smith Goes to Washing- | tinued run). In the better brackets After five weeks’ experiment the 
ton’ the reason. Film is ‘playing $6,500. Last week ‘Dust! newsreel Blue Mouse gave up the 
play 
double, as per house policy, and ‘Zenobia (UA), | shost. Hamrick-Evergreen made the 
ringing up biggest numbers in weeks. H. (). Di M | Wi pid $5 
‘Disputed Passage,’ at the New- tto, ont inners © Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907, ;atlempt wi h the 850-seater. Biz 
man, looks for only a_ seven-day 25-35-40-55 )—‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and | started at fair level, but dwindled to 
sand, does ‘Mure Reith Cavell Montreal, Oct. 31 nderpup’ (U), dual, a A4YS: around $1,400, which meant red ink. 
Men.” dav-and-dating at the Esquire dual, three days. ading 
and Uptown, is lightweight. end — hn a for big $22,000, with an effective and ~ = now reverts to extended-run 
Weather took a tumble out of last hig $12.000 different ad campaign figuring. Lat- 
week's biz, with some unseasonal | 00 afte Pal. ter combo will h.o. Last we ek (four 3abes in Arms is great in secon¢ 
heat in the high eighties, and then Next in line is “Jamaica Inn’ at Pal-| Gays) holdover of ‘Cavell’ (RKO) stanza at Fifth; ‘Women’ is ending 
quickly c ait aie tied sendin we, which is sighting for good $7,000. ind ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), double, its run at the Music Box and ‘On 
juickly chilled for the weekend. For 
sia . Estimates for This Week dandy $9.000. Your Toes’ moves for sec ond week 
Estimates for This Week Palace (CT) (2.700: 25-45-55) Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 25-35- into Roosevelt ‘Eternally = Y ours 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- Jamaica Inn’ (Par). Laughton star- | 40-55)—Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and at Paramount’ is pulling a good fig- 
bedtjpale (820 and 1,200); 10-25-40 : rer sighting good $7.000. Last week, |‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO) Winner Ure 
Men’ (20th). Moved into! -Nurse Cavell? (RKO), good enough | at $20,000, Last week ‘Hollywood Estimates for This Week 
oth _ spots Thursday. Set for a $6,500. Cavaleade’ (20th) and ‘Nancy Drew’ 
week's run and only fair $6,000. Last Capitol (CT) (2.700: 25-45-55) (WB). good $17.300 (396: Cavalcade 
week, ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th), ‘Name Onlv’ (RKO). Fair $5,000 in Or A (2.900: 25-35-40- and 
second, won no medals with $5,000. cioht Last week, repeat of ‘Thun- | _.?*Pneum “Loew M-G ‘High | Aft two weeks at Paramount. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) der’ (M-G) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ | sathe ing mild $1 800 here Last 
—Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘High Grey | (U). so-so $3.500 key week, in licy, 
Walls’ (Col). Film is highlighting Ag teint (CT) (2.800: 30-40-60) $25,000. close to new record Hold- | wee me Mecha Pe Sm - Evergreen) 
the town and drawing bullish | -women’ (M-G) (2d wk). Pacing for | 0% er certain. Last week “Have Mu- | 91.32)—Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Mag- 
$13.000. Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ | very good $7.000 after excellent $12,- | sic’ (UA) and ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) Heaud’ (Par), bait. with 
‘M-G) and ‘Scandal Sheet (Col), big 000 last week. dual, satisfactory $13,800. _.. |'Oz’ and Chasing Danger’ (20th) sec- 
$12.200. Princess (CT) (2.300: 25-34-50)—! Paramount (M&P) (1.797; 25-35- ond half. Likely 3500 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- ‘Rio’ tU) and ‘Here for Davy’ (U>. 40-55 \— Holly wood Cavaleade’ (20th) week. ‘Frontier iarahal’ (20th ) ai 
Bevo. Disputed Passage’ (Par). | Should gross good $4,500. Last’ and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) (both con- ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), second run 
Brought in Wednesday after a sneak week, ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and | tinued run). Will take around $8.-  fairish $2.200. , 
ae tvaew. Giving satisfactory account ‘No Place to Go’ (WB), good $4.000. 500, dandy. Last week ‘Dust Destiny’ Fifth Avenue’ (Hamrick - Ever- 
of itself at $6,500, Last week, ‘Ja- | Orpheum (Ind) (1.100: 25-40-50)— (wp) and ‘Zenobia’ (UA), double, green) (2.349: 27-42)—'Babes Arms’ 
Inn” (Par), made only light) ‘Real Glory’ (UA). In line 400, fair. (M-G) and ‘Television Spy’ (Par) 
Mpression at $5,000. | good $4.500. Last week, fourth re-|" (M&P) (2.538: 25-35-40- | (24 wk). Indicate gr 

2.538; 25-3: 2 > great $6,000 and | 
(RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) | peat of ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), 80-80) 59)" Destiny’ and moving to Music Box. Last week. 
Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and | $1,500. ' 7 ‘Stranger’ (20th) (both 2d run). same films, $11,300, magnificent. 
reel Wert’ (RKO), with Dionne} Cinema de Paris, (France-Film) | g4500, pallid. Last week | Liberty (J-vid) (1630; 21-27-42) 
Timeliness helping: | (600; 25-50)—‘Louise’ (8th wk). Ex. | {round $4,500, Stop ‘Real Glory’ (UA) “Aiming 
$6,500 bettering average. Last week, | pect fair $1,000 after good enough | falns ame ming 
‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) and ‘No 1200 last week Look’ (20th) (both 2d run), okay an $ ‘y . good. Last week, same 

Place Go’ (WB), so-so $5,500. St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) Hamrick 
Tower (Jottee) (2,050; 10-25)—‘Ha- 35)—‘Chateau des Quatre Obeses State ‘ "K-Eversreen ) | 
Waiian Nights’ (U) and ‘Black and‘ and ‘Raphael le Tatoue.’ House re- | —'Babes Arms (M-G) and ‘Grey {M-G) (Sth 
hite Revue ‘on stage. Looks likejccipts climbing weekly and should | High Walls (Col), Will tally around ford 00 s like ait $1,700 for final 
36.100, good. Last week, ‘Under-j| currently get $6,000. very good. Last $17,000, very big. Last week ‘Have SCSEIONS. ™ Last week, same film, | 
Pup’ (U) film with ‘Fall Frolics’ week. ‘Feu de Joie’ and ‘Le Ruis- Music’ (UA) and ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ | $3,100. big. ; : | 
stage presentation, $6,800, good. | seau,’ very nice $5,800. (M-G), dual, $9,000, fair enough. | Orpheum’ ‘Hamrick -Bvergreen) 


(Mono). 
| week, 


Teachers Boost Lincoln; 
Marx Bros. Good $3,500 


Lincoln, Oct. 31. 

School teachers convention made 
up tor the out-of-town football game 
over the weekend. Varsity hit its 
best opening day since changing to 
an A policy early in the fall. Pi 
‘Eternally Yours.’ 

Marx Bros. are doing well, 
‘Nurse Cavell’ is a better than aver- 
age prospect. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) 
(750; 10-15) — ‘Crashing 
(Crit) and ‘Convict’ 
‘Rookie Cop’ 
Fair enough $800. 
‘Mesquite Buckaroo’ 


Liberty (NTI-Noble-Federer) 
000: 10-20-25)—Big House’ (Mono). 
and ‘Saint London’ (RKO). 


$1,300. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB), | 


pretty good for h.o., $1,500. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1.600; 10- 
| 20-25) — ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and, 
‘Moto’s Warning’ (20th), split with) 
‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) and ‘N. Y. 
Sleeps’ (20th). Playing 10 days in 
all for only $3,300, light. 
‘All Quiet’ (U), very nice $2,600. 


40)—At 
ros. 


| 25- Circus’ (WB). Marx 
| Bi 

| (Par), nifty $3,800. 

| Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- | 
| 35)—Nurse Cavell’ (RKO). 


sensationalized in the ads and at- 
300. Last week, ‘Fast, 


for nine-day week, $3,800, n.g. 
Varsity (NTI-Noble-Federer) 
100; 
(UA). Doing spiffy $3,600 or better, 
Will definitely h.o. Last 
‘Have Music’ (UA), $1,700, very poor. 


(1,- | 


Pic is ! 


and | 


Through’ | 
(Rep), split with | 
(RKO) and ‘Sky Patrol | 
Last | 
(Metrop) | 


and ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep), split with. 
‘Orphans’ (Rep) and ‘Timber Stam- | 
pede’ (RKO), $800. 


Fair | 


Last week, | 
| 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper ) (1,236: 10- | 


may hold up all the way to. 
500, very good. Last week, ‘Bali’ | 


tracting some war-conscious for slow | 
$3 Furious’ | 
(M-G), split with ‘What Life’ (Par) | 


10-25-35) — ‘Eternally Yours’ | 


week, 


SMASH 
$42,000 HUB 


Toes Back On Heels, Slim $7,900 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gross 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


BALTO HEALTHY; 
CAGNEY-LANE 
STRONG 126 


Being | 


Baltimore, Oct. 31. 
Nice run of film product is getting 
good b.o. returns. Combo Hipp, lay- 
ing it on extra heavy on stage with 


Woody Herman and Andrews Sisters | 


| bols tering ‘The Days the Bookies 
| Wept,’ is setting a healthy town- 
| leading pace. 

| ‘Roaring Twenties,’ at the Stanley, 
supported by extra favorable reac- 
tion from local crix, is keeping the 


turnstiles revolving for best biz in 
weeks, and ‘Disputed Passage.’ at 


| Keith’s, is doing a similar good turn. | 


Estimates for Thi; Week 


In 2 Spots, Marxes Tame ™ 400 


Los Angeles, Oct. 
Several new records are 
hung up locally on current stanza, 
some bad, others terrific. ‘Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington’ set new open- 
ing week record at both Pantages 
and RKO, where it grossed better 


than $36,000 on initial stanza, top- 
ping previous record-holder, ‘You 
Can't Take It with You,’ another Co- 
lumbia film, by several hundred 
| dollars. Other record is low total at 
Warners Downtown and Hollywood 
with ‘On Your Toes,’ where com- 
bined on week is less than $8,000. 
Unseasonable heat over weekend 
cut down attendance in some first- 
runs. Paramount is yanking ‘Dis- 
| puted Passage’ after solo week, and 
| Marx Bros. doing less than $18,000 
' combined at State and Chinese. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518: 30- 
40-55 )—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Fast 


Furious’ (M-G) dual week). 
| Very ordinary $1,800. Last week, 
‘Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Holmes’ 


(20th), second week, okay $1,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
| 30-40-55-75 Circus’ (M-G) and 
' ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G), dual. Weak 
$8,200 for Marx Bros. Last week, 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Fast, Furi- 
ous’ (M-G), $7,500, weak. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
.65)—On Toes’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
| Dynamite’ (WB). Zorina doesn’t 
mean a thing at b.o. and house will 
be lucky to hit $3,500. Last week, 
‘Real Glory’ UA) and ‘Waterfront’ 
(WB), second week, very good $8,600. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) ‘Hollywood 
_ Cavalcade (20th) (4th week). Two 
|more weeks to go, then making way 
for Selznick’s ‘Intermezzo.’ Looks 
| like $2,700 currently after $4,200 last 
week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
'65)—On Toes’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
| Dynamite’ (WB), dual.-One of weak- 
jest bills house has had in many 
months, with dismal $4,400 in sight. 
| Last week, second stanza of ‘Real 
'Glory’ (UA) and ‘Waterfront’ (WB), 
good $7,200. 

, Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2.280: 30-40-55) 


i—‘Big Town Czar’ (U) and ‘Asked 
for It’ (U), dual, and vaude. Slight 
‘improvement over previous week 
|! with around $6.700 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Coast 
Guard’ (Col), about $6,500, as esti- 
mated 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘High Grey 
Walls’ (Col), dual. Best biz boule- 


vard house has had in long time with 
terrific $19,000. Last week. ‘U-Boat 
29° (Col) and ‘Rio’ (U), okay $7,900. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
~Disputed Passage’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not as hot as anticipated so 
will have to be satisfied with around 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Bali’ (Par), on 
holdover, brisk $14,000. 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)—‘Mr. Smith’ 
(Col) and ‘High Grey Walls’ (Cal). 
dual. Best since ‘You Can’t Take It 


with You’ and big $17,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘U-Boat’ (Col) and ‘Rio’ 
(U), profitable $8,000. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2.414: 30-40-55- 


75)—At Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Dancing 
Co-Ed’ (M-G), dual. Disappointing 
at $9,700 and not profitable. Last 
week, ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Fast, 
Furious (M-G), $10,200, n.g. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 
410-55)—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and 
‘Chan Island’ (20th) (2d week). 


Holdover on continued first run pop- 
ping for fair $2,500. after initial week 
finished with $5.000. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,996: 30-40-55- 
65)—Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Chan 
Island’ (20th) (2d week) Should 
add another $4,100 to big $8,100 gar- 
nered on initial week 
(2.600; 27-42)—‘At Circus’ (M-G) 
and ‘Lost Men’ (Par), anticipate big 
$6,300 for Marx Bros. film Last 
week, ‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue) and 
s00kies Wept’ (RKO), $6,200, ex- 
cellent 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 21-27- 
42)—'Tropic Fury’ (U) and ‘Calling 
Marines’ (Rep), dual, with Jimmie 
Grier orch on stage. Indicate good 
$6,000. Last week, ‘On Toes’ (WB) 


and vaude, $5,100, 
Paramount 


okay. 
(Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3.039; 27-42) — ‘Eternally Yours’ 
| (UA) and ‘Under-Pup’ (U). Ex- 
pected good $6,000. Last week, 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (U) and 
‘Death Champion’ (Par), second 


week, $4,500, good. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 27-42)— 


‘On Toes’ (WB). Moveover from 
| Palomar indicates fair $2.200. Last 
week, ‘Human Bondage’ (RKO) (re- 
issue) and ‘Submarine D-l’ (WB) 
(reissues), $3,200, great. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
16-32) ‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (Par) (2d run). Look- 
ing for good $2,400. Last week, 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Lead- 
ing Citizen’ (Par) (2d run), $2,100, 
vood 
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PICTURE GROSSES | 


Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


Mpls. Scraping New Bottoms: ‘Babes 


OK $12,000, Jeepers -Vaude N.G.56 


Minneapolis, Oct. 31. 
Business is still very much on the 
downgrade and reaching toward all- 
time new October low levels. 


single bright spot is ‘Babes in Arms,’ | Paced at fairish $5,800. 
at the State, and even in this in- | 
stance returns are not | 
ne 
other outstanding picture, ‘Dust Be | 


the attraction’s merits. 


My Destiny,’ Century offering, is not 


pulling as much patronage as it de- ; 
serves. | 


Two pictures, ‘They Shall Have | 
Music’ and ‘When Tomorrow Comes,’ 
go into their third week at the sure- | 
seaters, World and Esquire, but the | 
returns here, too, have been nothing | 
to write home about. 

There's less stage show opposition 
for the films this week, the Minne- 
sota alone playing vaude and doing 
none too hot at that. However, 
there’s legit ‘Tobacco Road’ at the 
Lyceum end roadshow burlesque at 
the Gayety. 

Half-year real est:te property 
taxes are due this week and the 
scraping necessary to meet this pay- 
ment undoubtedly is throttling en- 
tertainment spending. But the main 
factor scems to be generally adverse 
conditions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (90° 15-25)— 
“Money Ring’ (WB) and ‘Hawaiian 
Nights’ (U), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col) and ‘Hero 
Day’ (U), also dual first-runs. Mild 
$1,200 indicated. Last week, ‘Grey 
Walls’ (Col) and ‘Everything's Ice’ 
(RKO), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Shipyard Sally’ (20th) and ‘No Place 
Go’ (WB), also dual first-runs, $1,400, 
tame. 

Century (Par-Singer) (25-35-40)— 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB). beat well re- 
garded picture and Garfield a mag- 
net, but must hustle to reach fair 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ 
(WB) (2d wk), fair $4,000, .fter good 
£7,500 first week at Orpheum. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40) 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U) (3d wk). 
Can’t hang on much longer. Pace 
looks good for $1,100. Last week, 
$1,200, pretty good. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 25)— 
*Your Troubles’ (20th). Neither the 
Ritz Bros. nor Jane Withers mean 
much to loop boxoffices any more. 
Light $2,600 in prospect. Last week, 
*All Quiet’ (U) (reissue), $4,200, very 
big. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Beau 
Geste’ (Par) split with ‘Fifth Girl’ | 
(RKO). First neighborhood show- , 
ings. Fair $1,800 indicated. Last | 
week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) split with | 
‘Name Only’ (RKO), $2,000, fair. | 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- 
30-40 )—‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep) and | 
stage show. Boxoffice response to | 
big bargain show very discouraging. 
Sledding is tough, past several weeks 
having been below par here as else- 
where, Must go some to reach light 
$5,000. Last week, $5,500, mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40) ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). 
Good and timely picture, but appar- 
ently not strong enough to overcome | 
numerous handicaps. Reaching | 
toward mild $5,000. Last week, ‘Fast, | 
Furious’ (M-G) and stage show, in- 
cluding Blackstone and Marie Wil- 
son, $9,500, mild. 

State (Par-Smger) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G). Raves for 
this picture and it will run at least 
two weeks. In normal times un- 
doubtedly would pile up 
grand more than currently in pros- 

ect, but healthy $12,000 is not to 

e sneezed at under present condi- 
tions. Last week, ‘Hollywood Cav- 
alcade’ (20th). $6,000 mild. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
— ‘Have Music’ (UA) (3d wk). Not 
getting play anticipated and soon 
will bow out. Should have gone 
like house afire in this spot. Mild 
$1,800 indicated. Last week, $2,200, 
disappointing. 


PROV. PERKS; ‘DISPUTED 
PASSAGE’ GOOD $9,000 


Providence, Oct. 31. 

Sudden cold snap is helping b.o. 
and giving added impetus to better 
product. ‘Babes in Arms,’ in second 
week at Loew’s State, is still a biggie 
after record-breaking opening stanza. 

Strand’s ‘Disputed Passage’ is play- 
ing to big biz, while ‘All Quiet’ re- 
vival at RKO Albee proving sur- 
prisingly healthy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50) — 
*All Quiet’ (U) (revival) and ‘Way 
Down South’ (RKO). Unpredict- 
able appeal for recent revivals hold- 
ing true for this one and helping 
spot to nice $5,600. Last week, ‘Hu- 
man Bondage’ (RKO) and ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (RKO) (revivals), okay 
$5,400 in six-day run. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Submarine D-l’ (WB) (re- 
issue) and ‘Smashing Money Ring’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Failure of ‘On Toes’ 
to draw caused switch to ‘Submarine 
D-1’ for Carlton carry-over. So-so 
$2,500 slated. Last week, ‘Hollywood 


jafter outstanding $18,200 
week, 


(20th) (2d run), nice 


(2,000; 25-35-40) — 


Cavalcade’ 


$3,500. 
| _Fay's (Indie) 


The | ‘City in Darkness’ (20th) and vaude. 


Last week, 
‘Barbed Wire Fence’ (20th) and 
vaude, average $6,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and ‘Pride Blue 
Grass’ (WB). Slated for poor $5,000. 
Last week, ‘On Toes’ (WB) and 
‘Smashing Money Ring’ (WB), dis- 
appointing $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Rookie 
Cop’ (RKO) (2d wk).  Record- 
breaker, with zowie $11,000 assured 
in first 


Strand (Indie) (2.000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Coast 
Guard’ (Col), Heavy patronage as- 
sures house strong $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Death Champion’ (Par) and 
‘Calling Marines’ (Rep), poor $3,700 
in five days. 


BENNETT 
$10,000 
BUFF. 


Buffalo, Oct. 31. 

‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ ‘Mr. Smith’ 
and Constance Bennett in person 
are running neck and neck, with 
the first two’s returns okay, Ben- 
nett a disappointment. 

Second run of ‘Babes in Arms’ is 
holding up sturdily. The dual bill 
headed by ‘Submarine D-1l’ at the 
Hipp is lagging. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Looks 
over $11,000, fair. Last week, ‘Babes 
Arms’ (M-G), good $17,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Moving along to good clip and over 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Intermezzo’ 
(UA), picked up over anticipations 
for $7,200, fairish. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Sub- 
marine D-l’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Death Champion’ (Par). Low spot 
of town. Slow $5,500. Last week, 


|‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) and ‘Water- 


front’ (WB), $5,000, poor. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d wk). Still 
showing plenty strength. Should 
get fine $10,000. Last week, power- 
tul $14,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,- 
000; 25-40) —’Three Sons’ (RKO) and 
Constance Bennett on stage. Hardly 
up to anticipations. Probably around 
$10,000, so-so. Last week, ‘Full Con- 
fession’ (RKO), ‘Hidden Staircase’ 
(WB), wobbly, under $5,000. 


‘PASSAGE,’ BIG $8,500, 
LEADS TO DENVER H.0. 


Denver, Oct. 31. 
‘Roaring Twenties’ is running a 


several | little above average at the Denver 


| to take top coin this week. ‘Babes 
| in Arms’ is strong in second week, 
| while ‘Disputed Passage’ is earning 
a holdover at Denham. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA), after week at 
Denver. Fair $3,500. Last week, 
| ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th), after 
week at Denver, fair $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Under-Pup’ (U) and ‘Mutiny 


| Blackhawk’ (U), after week at Par-| 


|amount. Not so good, $2,000. Last 
| week, ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), were below 
average at $2,000, after week at Or- 


| pheum, 

| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 

40) — ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par). 
Last week, 


Strong $8,500 and holds. 


‘Bali’ (Par) (2d wk.), was almost 
as strong as it’s first week, doing 
$7.500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB). Cacney- 
Lane starrer getting good $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), fair 
$9,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Get- 
ting good play at $8,500. Last week, 
packed them in repeatedly for big 
$13,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue) and ‘Drew 
Staircase’ (WB). Very nice $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Under-Pup’ (U) and 
‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U), good 
enough $4,000 to get second week at 
Broadway. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade’ (20th), after a week 
at each Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Hidden Power’ (Col). Nice $2,200. 
Last week, ‘Old Maid’ (FN), after 
a week at each Denver and Aladdin, 
and ‘Hero Day’ (U), good $2,000. 


‘Roaring 20’s’ Okay 
$4,500 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 31. 

‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ did well 
at the Paramount in its first week 
and is holding for another fair 
chukker. This week a fair winner 
on the war angle is ‘U-Boat 29,’ at 
Liberty, which makes the score 
about even on the b.o. value of war 
or escapist pix. 

On the non-military side of the 
fence, ‘Babes in Arms’ won heavily 
at Parker's U.A. and held for sec- 
ond week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
‘Bright Boys’ (U). Getting average 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ 
(UA) and ‘No Place Go’ (WB), 
closed good first week at $4,800 and 
moved to Mayfair. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
000; 30-35-40)—‘U-Boat 29’ (Col) 
and ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th). 
U-boat angle bringing fair $2 500, 
Last week, ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) 
and ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), plus 
March of Time, registered okay $4,- 
300. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-35-40)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) 
and ‘No Place Go’ (WB). Second 
week following opening the 
Broadway doing nicely for $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G), wound 
up fourth week with good enough 
$2,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ (20th) and ‘Full Confession’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Keeping in the 
money at $3,500. First week, with 
‘Night Work’ (Par), $5,000, good. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and 
‘Witness Vanishes’ (U) (2d wk). 
Still in pay dirt at $4,000. First 
week, good $5,300. 


Brown 
NoPanic, $10,000; 
Indpls. Doldrums 


Indianapolis, Oct. 31. 

Everything is quiet this week on 
the theatrical front, with managers 
quietly holding their positions, After 
the opening push on Friday, when 
15,000 school teachers were in town, 
activity settled down to a steady 
ennui, and no one’s coffers is burst- 
ing with lucre. 

Lyric and Circle are out for the 
coin with former playing Will Os- 
borne orch and latter showing Joe 
E. Brown unit, which is in doghouse. 

Loew's is still all right on hold- 
over of ‘Babes in Arms.’ Indiana is 
fair dualling ‘Roaring Twenties’ and 
‘Drew Staircase.’ Apollo is taking 
a shellacking with first-runs ‘Rio’ 
and ‘Call a Messenger.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—Rio’ (U) and ‘Call Messenger’ 
Ge Poor $1,800. Last week, 
\‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) and 
‘Escape’ (20th), moveover from In- 
diana, okay $2,500. 
| Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
| 40)—‘What a Life’ (Par) and Joe E. | 
| Brown unit on stage. N. G. $10,000. 
|Last week, ‘On Toes’ (WB) and 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), $4,300, poor. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 
40)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
‘Drew Staircase’ (WB). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) 
or ‘Television Spy’ (Par), $6,000, 
red. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ (Col) (2d week). Nifty $7,800. 
Last week, $13,000, socko. 


Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th), Will Os- 
borne orch and Esther Ralston. Good 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Angels Wash 
|Faces’ (WB) and Milt Herth Trio 
heading vaude; satisfactory $10,200. 


H.0.’S HOLD UP IN 0.C.; 
‘UNDER-PUP’ FAIR $2,590 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 31. 

‘Mr. Smith,’ after bang-up open- 
ing week, continues into a second at 
the State, and ‘Babes in Arms’ is 
holdover at Criterion, third film in 
theatre’s long history to be held. 
Others were ‘Cimarron’ and ‘Snow 
White.’ 

On the whole, biz Is okay. 


Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Babes’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Babes’ (M-G), 
v.g. $5,500. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25) — 
‘Under-Pup’ (U) and ‘Desperate 
Trails’ (U). Fair $2,500. Last week, 
‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) and ‘No 
Place Go’ (WB), good $2,900. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB). Nice $4,700. Last 
week, ‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue), 


Fair, Heat Clip Frisco, But “Mr. Smith’ 


floundered in five days for poor 
$2,000. 

Plaza (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)—‘All 
Quiet’ (U). So-so $400 in three days. 
Last week ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
(20th), moveover, fair $800. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25-40)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d wk). Very 
good $4,500. Last week, smash $6,000. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-35)— 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). Good $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G), third 
week, good $1,800. 


NICE DET. 
SOLO 


Detroit, Oct. 31. 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ is 
going it solo at the Fox and, aided 
by extra bally on U. S. solons’ anger 
at Washington preview, is getting 
nice reception. 

Strong biz for flock of holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Escape’ (20th). Former 
moved here from Fox and combo 
figures for light $4,800. Last week 
fair $5,000 for ‘Under-Pup’ (U) and 
‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) (2d runs), 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—'Mr. Smith’ (Col), plus March 
of Time. Looks like nice $17,000 
and holds. Last week. ‘Hollywood 
Cavalcade’ (20th) and ‘Witness Van- 
ishes’ (U) good $15,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-55)—‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). Headed 
for fair $13,500. Last week, nifty 
$20,000 for ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ 
plenty of fanfare on ‘Passage’ world 


preem. } 
Palms-State (United Detroit) 


(3,000; 30-40-50)—'Disputed Passage’ 
(Par) and ‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d 
runs). After swell stanza at Michi- 


gan, ‘Passage’ moved here to team 
with ‘Maid’; result should be good 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) 
(2d run), picked up good $7,000. | 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55 )— Babes Arms’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). After reeling off 
fancy $16,000 first stanza, paced for 
okay $8,000 currently. 


SMITH’ 66, 
PACER 


Omaha, Oct. 31. 
‘Smith Goes To Washington’ is 
being hypoed by rational blowup to 
extra biz here at the Brandeis, It 
may be held second stanza. 


Tri-States’ houses, Omaha and Or- 
pheum, put on Hallowe'en spook 
and preview shows for” extra 
grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee- Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25) -—- ‘Oz’ 
(M-G and ‘Like Hot’ (Par), dual, 
split with ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) 
and ‘Undercover’ Doctor’ (Par), 
dual. Good $1,700. Last week, ‘Liv- 
ingstone’ (20th) and ‘Name Only’ 


(RKO), dual split with ‘Lady Trop- 
ics’ (M-G) and ‘Stole Million’ (U), 
dual, $1,600, so-so, 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and 
‘Prison Gates’ (Col). Town’s best at 
$6,000, great. Last week, ‘Dust Des- 
tiny’ (WB) and ‘No Place Go’ (WB), 
$4,500, nice. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Thunder’ (M-G) and ‘Quick Mil- 
lions’ (20th). Okay $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Torchy’ 
(WB), $9,500, swell. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Dancing Coed’ (M-G) and ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (20th). Fairish $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and 
‘Speedway’ (WB), $7,500, n. g. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Arizona Kid’ (Rep), ‘News Night’ 
(20th) and ‘Mystery Plane’ (Mono), 
first-run tripler, split with ‘Black 


River’ (Col), ‘Girl Marry’ (Mono) 
first-runs, and ‘Like Hot’ (Par), 
tripler. Nice $1,300. Last week 


‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO), ‘Lost Men’ 
(Par) first runs, and ‘Stole Million’ 
(U), tripler, split with ‘Riders Fron- 
tier’ (Mono), first-run, ‘Sun Sets (U) 
and ‘Name Only’ (RKO), tripler, 
$1,200, good. 


(WB), aided by | 


| aciing. 


| San Francisco, Oct. 3}. 
With the Fair winding up for the 
| year and with the thermometer stj)] 
/soaring, things aren't so good here 
| this week, Most of the first-run 
|houses on the street are making 
-every effort to make the grade with 
'product of unusual calibre. Howe 
ever, the exposition has been break- 
ing attendance records every day 
during the closing week, with the 
result that several of the newcomers 
getting less than they would under 
other circumstances. 

Standouts this week is ‘Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington’ at the Orpheum, 
which has upped its admish to 55e 
‘Intermezzo,’ okay booking for the 
class trade held by the United 
Artists, got off to a disappointing 
start, but is expected to pick up 
after the Fair closes. 

Estimates for This Week 

_ Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Roar- 
ing Twenties’ (WB) and ‘No Place 
Go’ (WB). Biz is not what it would 
be if the Fair was out of the way 
and if warm weather would let up. 
New Cagney picture is getting gocd 
word of mouth. Will get about $15.- 
000, fair. Last week, ‘At Circus’ 
(M-G) and ‘Fast Furious’ (M-G), 
under expectations at $14,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Rio’ (U) and vaude. Although 
‘Rio’ has some good names, best 
comments are for the short subject, 
‘Information Please,’ and stage show, 
Theatre made tieup with KGO, 
which _ broadcasts ‘Information 
Please,’ and grabbed plenty of free 
plugs on the air, but will get only 
$12,600, which is picking up a bit 
over last week, when ‘Nurse Cavell’ 
(RKO) and vaude got $12,000, so-so, 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Little Pep- 
pers’ (Col). This house is getting 


by much better this week than some 
of the others. There have been 
some squawks about the raise in ad- 
mish from 40 to 55c, but they have 
| been few and far between. Fairing 
| very well at $14,000. Last week 
| (2d), ‘U Boat 29’ (Col) and ‘Man 
| Couldn’t Hang’ (Col), poor $4,500. 
| Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
|—‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Es- 
|cape’ (20th). Can’t overcome ter- 
rific opposish from expo and handi- 
|cap of warm weather, so will just 
|get ordinary $12,000. Last week, 
| ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par), so-so $12,500. 
St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—‘At Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Fast Furi- 
|ous’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Can't kick at 
, $5,000. Last week, ‘Hollywood 
| Cavaleade’ (20th), fairish $5,500 on 


-moveover from Fox, 


| United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75) — ‘Intermezzo’ (UA). Right 
| kind of picture for this house, but 
jfirst week is way under expecti- 
|tions at $8,000. Last week (4th), 
,'Real Glory’ (UA) got $4,500 in five 
days, 
| Warfield 


(F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Tele- 
| vision Spy’ (Par) (2d wk.). Current 


| pace indicates healthy $11,000, which 
‘is better than some of the newcome- 
ers are doing this week. Last week, 
got $15,500, one of the best at this 
house in a long time. 


“BLACKMAIL’-DEAD END 
KIDS BIG 176 IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 31. 


Between ‘Blackmail’ and Dead End 
| Kids on the stage, the Palace is mop- 
|}ping up in the first-line trenches. 
Starting its heavy artillery fire on 
first day, it’s first vaudfilm this sea- 
son to do bang-up matinee biz and 
Susiain it at night. Going way over 
|figures of previous swing-band 
combos, 

| Opposition is very spotty. Marx 

Bros.’ ‘At the Circus’ is making some 
noise for State in capturing juve 
trade. Hipp is doing above normal 
| With h.o, of ‘Mr, Smith’ and ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ in second shot at Stillman, 's 
also okay. No firecrackers for ‘U- 
Boat 29,’ at Allen, or ‘$1,000 a Touch- 
| down,’ at Circle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20- 
,35)—'Prison Gates’ (Col) and ‘Un- 
der-Pup’ (U) (2d run). No material 
to bally and just fair $1,400 in four 
‘days. Last week, reissue of ‘All 
Quiet?’ (U) and ‘Hawaiian Nights 
(U), good $2,500. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘U-Boat 29’ (Col). Timely war stuff 
and luridly sold, but only averase 
| $3,000. Spot always does better on 
shift-overs, ‘Hollywood Cavalcade 
(20th) taking $3,200 last week. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1.900; 15-35) 
—‘Touchdown’ (Par). Laced un- 
mercifully in notices, yet Jve E. 


| 


| Brown-Martha Raye names 


Should round up at 
(Continued on page 16, 
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HELEN 


ERE is the story of a great personality in 

show business-— a story unique in its telling: 
not what the outsider sees of Helen Hayes, not 
the anecdotes the world knows, not even the 
stories her friends in the theatre know. 

Here, for the first time, as Helen Hayes’ 
mother says, is ‘‘every little thing only I can 
recall about my Helen Hayes.”’ 

In a series of letters called 4lary, This Is Your 


Mother, Catherine Hayes Brown reveals to 
Helen Hayes’ little daughter Mary (and to Post 
readers) the ups and downs, the struggles and 
glamorous career of this great actress, who has 
spent thirty-four of her thirty-nine years in the 
theatre and ‘‘on the road.”’ 

Don’t miss this fascinating theatrical biogra- 
phy. The first of eight installments starts in 
this week’s Post—out today. 
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On Test Runs 


+ 


Sydney, Oct. 31. 

Reissues of war pictures similar 
40 20th-Fox’'s ‘Cavalcade’ have proved 
a complete boxoffice frost in this 
sector in several tryouts. That the 
public here yearns for laughs has 
been acknowledged by theatre oper- 
ators, who foresee keen demand for 
such type of production. 

Australian business is maintaining 
e® good level with Hollywood prod- 
uct. Shutdown of British studios 
means widening revenue possibilities 
in this territory for American pro- 
ducers. 

Prospective scarcity of product due 


War Theme Pictures Prove Duds 


in Aussie Territory 


Continued from page 1 


replacing Grover Whalen, is 
proposition a chance if it seems | 
likely to succeed. Since Gibson has 
been actively in charge at the fair, 
he’s spent hours daily seeking the 
best policy for the amusement area. 
He has conferred with veteran out- 
door showmen, with  concession- 
naires and others and already has 
built better relationship with the 
midway operators as a result. 


to British inactivity would eliminate 
iwo factors that have been obstacles | 
to American distribution here. 
are the right granted to New South | 
Wales exhibs to reject 25% of Amer- 
ican product and the proviso that) 
calls for the local exhibition of at! 
least 15% British films. : 
Yanks Nix Reissues 

No war reissues are going to bel- 
ligerent countries, a majority of ma- 
jor company foreign departments 
said in New York this week. They 
are not forcing any war-theme pro- | 
ductions in such territories, particu- | 
larly because of censorial difficulties. 
Censors in belligerent countries, and | 
even in neutral nations, are jumping | 
on anything showing horrors of war. 

Opinion of foreign department ex- 
ecutives in N. Y. is that light-theme 
pictures will prove best business- | 
getters in belligerent nations. They | 
believe musicals and comedies stand | 
the best chance of clicking in such 
territories, with many companies 
planning distribution accordingly. 


LONDON EASES 
LEGIT CURFEW 


London, Oct. 31. 
Twenty West End legit theatres | 
are now permitted to stay open un- 
til 11:15 p.m. | 
Legit operators have been cam- | 
paigning for the ease in curfew re- | 
strictions and for an okay on Sunday 
peformances, Original curfew had 
been 6 p.m. 


U.S. Firms in Saving, 
Make Prints in England 


Depreciation in the value of the 
British pound and threat of rental 
coin in Great Britain being frozen 
there in large quantites are prompt- 
ing many U. S. major companies to 
increase the amount of film print- 
ing done in England. They are turn- 
ing out prints destined for distribu- 
tion in nearby foreign countries in- 
stead of doing the printing in these 
countries or in the U. S. 

Step is another economy move for 
American disiribs and = case of tak- 
ing advantase of the British cur- 
rency situation. By turning out 
copies in London, U. S. majors put 
to use British money rather than 
ship this portion to N. Y. at a loss of 

7-2C% when the sterling is ex- 
changed into American currency, 


French M.P. Corp.’s Plan 
Of Reorganization OK’d 


Federal Judge William Bondy in 
N. Y. has apprcoved plan of reor- 
sanization of the French Motion Pic- 
ture Corp., which filed a petition in 
bankruptcy Feb. 18, 1938. It will 


pay creditors 15% on claims, and | 


tax and wage claims in full. 
Albert Lieberman of Philadelphia 
on Oct. 4 deposited $5,000 in the Corn 


Exchange Bank of N. Y., for the ful- 


filiment of the plan. 


Allowed claims totaled $14,466, of | 


which $10,034 approved the plan. 


DeKobra’s U.S. Deals 


Maurice de Kobra, French auhor, 
fs currently in New Zork working 
on a legit dramatization of one of 
his books. He may leave for Holly- 
wood to make a writin; deal. 

De Kobra is now working with 
Erwin Piscator on dramatization of 
“Widow with the Pink Gloves,’ which 
will be ready for legit presentation 
on Broadway. Piscator will direct. 


They densed and definitely zoned. 


‘able, 


the G.G.LE. 


and the Fine Arts 


The midway will be more con- 
The 
present site of Sun Valley and where 
the Sun Worshippers show operated 
probably will be the end of the re- 
vised Great White Way. This will 
necessitate moving the Parachute 
Jump and_=e several other shows 
nearer the center of things and al- 
ready means are being worked out 
to accomplish this. 

Gibson's real interest, as chairman 
of the finance committee which 
floated the $28,000,000 bond issue, is 
the desire to make these liens valu- 


’Frisco Fair Folds Too 
San Francisco, Oct. 31. 
An estimated 12,500,000 visited the 
Golden 
tion which shut down Sunday (29) 
after a 254-day run. Although this 
figure is approximately 6,000,000 less 


| 


_than anticipated by the conservatives | 
before Treasure Island was opened 
considerably better | 


Feb. is 
than 


18, it 
anticipated following terrific 


letdown which set in after the first | 


two weeks of operation. 
Perfect weather during the final 


week of the Fair attracted thousands | 
, who made the trip to the Island for | 
'a last look. 
| last Wednesday 


Biggest weekday was 
(25), when nearly 
112,000 participated in Women’s Day 

The three big shows on the Island 
from the standpoint of the number 
of paid admissions were ‘Cavalcade | 
of the Golden West,’ ‘Folies Bergere’ | 
Palace, which 
drew in the neighborhood of 
5,000,000 people up to Thursday of 


last week. Admissions at that time | 
were Arts Palace, 1,503,463; ‘Caval- 
cade,’ 1,385,848, and the California 
Auditorium, where ‘Folies Bergere’ | 
(two editions), ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ and | 
Eddie Cantor held forth, 1,277,526. 
Final week, ending Oct. 27, ‘Caval- | 
cade’ took in $64,900, a new high. 


| Extra shows had to be given every 


day in order to take care of the 
crowds. During the same _ stretch 
‘Folies Bergere’ did $34,070, the big- 
gest seven-day run for the Fischer 
show. Opening week had an extra 
performance, on 
show’s preem, which shot the take 
| over $35,000. 

| General manager Charles H. Strub, 
who ‘revitalized’ the Fair, when 
things were at their darkest, is ex- 
pected to again take over manage- 
ment of the expo, when and if it re- 
opens next year, and the fact that 
it will try a short run from May 15 
io Sept. 15 during 1940 seems to be 
a foregone conclusion. 
some of those pledging $1,650,000 to 
keep it going have strings tied to the 
new money and there undoubtedly 
will be a re-shuffling of personnel 


London In 


to press for the Mexican market. 
Success of pix they sent here a year 
or so ago has prompted them to go 
after Mexican biz. 


Midway "40 Plans saat 36 features here. 


tional union of cinematographic im- 
tions without salary early in the fall, | presarios, object of which is mutual 
de- | protection 
scribed as willing to give any new | Trujillo Gurria, is prez.; Pedro F. 
de Leon, sec., and Edrulfo Escandon, 
treasurer, 


a new high b.o. record for the swank 
Cine Teatro Alameda with $10,250 
for a week. 


week last year at the same stand. 
It is the runnerup. 


PIX WANT MORE 


America and return, without includ- 
A. engagements. 
Janeiro, 
are probably 


grosses of more than around $20,000 
a weck, 


|‘The Guardsman,’ 


the night of the 


However, | 


before the moneybags are opened. ‘hibs currently is dog racing. 


Argentine Eyes Mex Biz 


Mexico City, Oct. 31. 
Argentine pic producers continue 


Rio de Janiero distributors have 


Exhibitors have organized the na- 


and benefit. Ernesto E. 


‘Iron Mask’ Sets Mex Record 
‘Man in Iron Mask’ (UA) hung up 


‘Algiers’ (UA) topped $8,000 in a 


NEUTRAL 
INCOME 


Major companies are putting the, 


heat on their foreign managers in, 


neutral countries urging them to) 
exert added pressure for more busi- | 
Gate International Exposi- | néss. 
the 


| companies need additional revenue 
from neutral sources. Managers are | 


| 
The European war is cited as} 


reason why American film | 


advised to secure more playdates | 
and higher rentals wherever feasible. | 

How this miracle of added busi- | 
achieved isn't 


ness is to be 


indi- 
cated. | 


Lunts to S. A. ? 
Continued from page ae 


possibly break even. Estimated that 
it would cost $60,600 to $75,000 to} 
ready the productions and company 
and to transport them to South 


ing running expenses during the S. 
Believed that the 
Aires, Rio de 
Rosario, etc., 
to bring 


in Buenos 
Montevideo, 
too small 


theatres 


which might or might not 


pay the expenses of such a trip. 


However, it’s believed that the Lunts 


and others in the company might 
|make some sort of salary conces- 
|sion because of the international 


goodwill angle. 


Tentative plan calls for the troupe | 


to take ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ ‘Eliza- 


beth the Queen,” ‘Taming of the 
Shrew,’ ‘The Sea Gull’ and possibly 
all of which the 
Lunts have mentioned as doing in 
repertory. Idea would be that the 
above shows could be played with 
sufficient pantomime for the Span- 
ish and Portuguese-language audi- 
ences to get by the language handi- 
cap. Because of the familiarity of 
the play, ‘Shrew’ is regarded as ideal 
from that viewpoint. 

Lunts have been reported as in- 
tending to do a new Robert E. Sher- 
wood play this season, but that is be- 
lieved uncertain. 


N.S.W. NIXES NITE PONIES 
Sydney, Oct. 4, 
Government has decided to forego 
sanction of night trotting, and con- | 
sequenily betting, in this territory. | 
Decision has been hailed by exhibs. | 
The only major night blow to ex- 


War Time q 


London, Oct. 17. 

Empire. Shepherd's Bush, and 
Hippodrome, Manchester, two of 
Stoll’s houses that shuttered on out- 
break of hostilities, are reopening 
' with vaudeville, with rest of circuit 
‘expected to resume same_ policy 
soon, 


Irving Asher going to America re- 
portedly with two offers as picture 
producer, one from Metro and an- 
other from Columbia. Sez he’ll re- 
i turn to London as soon as things 
settle down. 


Grosvenor House expected to re- 


!sume leg shows, 


interspersed with 


couple ef vaudeville acts. 


Dave Rafer, of the Rafer picture 
houses, is full-time cop for the dura- 
tion of war. 


With opera at Sadlers Wells and 
symphony concerts at Queen's Hall, 
London’s musical season gradually 
opening. Lyric, Hammersmith, re- 
opening with a popular-priced bal- 
let season for four weeks. 


Ralph Richardson a sub-lieutenant 


in Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, 
attached to Fleet Arm. i 


New York on tour of Latin American 


| pix exhibited in the South American 


film on a co-op basis, directors, play- 


Republic Extends Sales | 


Force in Latin America 


Republic Pictures is extending 
its Latin-American marketing force 
with the appointment of Paul M. 
Wir as divisional sales manager for 
Central America. He'll make his 
headquarters at Colon, Panama. 

Harry Davis, former manager in 
Panama, leaves there today (Wednes- 
day) to open a new office in Santia- 
go, Chile, and another in Valparaiso. 

Wir, a resident of Panama for 12 
years, last represented United Art- 
ists in that territory. 


Joe Hummel to Make 
Latin America Survey 


For WB Theatre Const. 


Joe S. Hummel, Warner Bros. for- 
eign chief, who sails Friday (3) from 


countries, will survey conditions 
looking towards the possible con- 


struction of theatres in certain South- 


American countries. .” | 


WB has no theatre’ operations 
presently in Latin America. 

This will make the second Christ- 
mas Hummel has spent away from. 
N. Y. in the last three years. He was 
in the Orient near the scene of hos- | 
tilities between the Japanese and 
Chinese two years ago. 

Reports that Metro might build 
aditionally in Argentina, where busi- 
ness prospects seem brightest of all 
South American countries, were de- | 
nied last week by Arthur M. Loew, 
Metro’s foreign chief. Denial was | 
made in connection with the depar- 
ture of Sam N. Burger, homeoffice 
rep of Metro’s foreign department, 
last Saturday (28) for South America 
who, it was said, would study the- 
atre building there. 

Strong for U. S. Pix 
Washington, Oct. 31. 

Growing appeal of U. S. motion 
pictures for Argentine film-goers was 
reported to the Department of Com- 
merce Monday (30) by the Ameri- 
can Trade Commissioner at Buenos 
Aires. 

Approximately 


two-thirds of all 
country during the first nine months 
of this year were American-pro- 
duced, the report stated. Of a total 
of 347 films exhibited during the pe- 
riod, 232 were American’ made. 
Origin of remaining 115 was as fol- 
lows: Argentine, 43: French, 37: 
British, 12; Italy, 7: Germany and 
Spain, 6 each, and Mexico, 3. One 
film was classified as coming from 
‘all other countries,’ the trade com- 
missioner reported. 


Radio Pain 


Continued from page 1 


reconciled to the disadvantage. The 
difference, they say, lies essentially 
in the training and work habits. | 
Regular radio and legit performers 
have by the exigencies of their re- 
spective backgrounds learned to 
analyze a role quickly and see im- 
mediately the possibilities of charac- 
ter, situation or plot development. 
Film players as a rule rehearse a/| 
short isolated scene for an hour or 
longer and then have numerous 
takes made of it to get it perfect. 


Names out of films who have 
clicked in a big way in radio, point 


, out the agencies, are those who have 


come up the hard way through the 


| stage. They cite as a couple cases 
in point, and from two different 
classifications, Edward G. Robinson 

(drama), and Frank Morgan (com- 
edy). 

Rated by agency men as the 
quickest and most effective line 
learner for radio from the Holly- 
wood sorority is Bette Davis. Her 


~| aptitude with a script has made her 


a marvel, they state. as for one 
agency producer she’s worked with 
is concerned. 


as 


6 Ace Mex Directors | 


In Co-op Production | 
Mexico City, Oct. 31. | 


Believing that combined and con- 
centrated talent should bring forth | 
a smash pic, the Mexican Directors | 


Assn. has arranged to produce a 


\ 


ers and others concerned chipping 
in their time and effort for a pro 
rata slice of the profits. | 

Pic is to be megged by Mexico's! 
six ace directors—Fernando de Fuen- | 


Miguel Zacarias, Juan Bustillo Oro | 
and Miguel Contreras Torres. | 


South America. 
due, Amkino declares, in large meas- 


'as usual. 


| land 


SOVIET PIX 
DENTED 
NAZIPACT 


Sizeable drop in income derived 
from Soviet pictures in the U. S, 
dating from the Soviet-German pact 
of August, is admitted by Amkino, 
Soviet state-owned distributing com- 
pany. Decrease has been principally 
in the nabes. 

Fall in Amkino’s gross hasn’t re- 
sulted so much from the public’s un- 
willingness to patronize the films, the 


distributing outfit maintains, but 
from exhibitors’ refusal to book the 
pictures. 


Losses in this country are said to 
be partially compensated by tilts in 
Increase there is 


ure to a lifting of restrictions on 
Soviet pictures. 

Delay of more than six weeks in 
receipt of a shipment of five pix from 


| Moscow virtually paralyzed Amkino 


until they arrived last week via Nore 
way, instead of England and France, 
One of the arrivals is a 
combo flesh-puppet version of ‘Pin- 
occhio’ tagged ‘Little Golden King.’ 


/ It will be released at about the same 


time as Walt Disney’s ‘Pinocchio’ 
cartoon. Competish is unintentional, 
Amkino avers, as Russian pie was 


made several years ago. 


Jitters Scare Off Yank 
Production in England 
Despite High Exchange 


The depressed state of the British 
pound works both ways, and right 
now American dollars sent to Eng- 
naturally convert into higher 
exchange. With this in mind, the 
idea of utilizing U. S. funds for film 
production in England—whether the 


coin is frozen or not—still doesn't 
click with the American picture 
execs. 

The reasons are several. For one, 


the jittery aspects of any belligerent 
nature aren't conducive to most ef- 
ficient film production. And while 
it’s true that the British authorities 
would be prone to release English 
players from the service to partici- 
pate in entertainment missions, 
there is also the factor that the pro- 
duction facilities are important. One 
can't say, ‘All right, we abandon 
Elstree and Twickenham and start 
shooting around Belfast or in some 
Welsh retreat. Its not as simple 
as al] that. 


Reisman’s Mexico 0.0. 


Phil Reisman, RKO's foreign dis- 
tribution chief, planning a short 
inspection tour of Mexico sometime 
this month. Reisman got back about 
six weeks ago from South America, 
but feels that new developments in 
Mexico warrant a special trip. 

Adolph Zukor, special foreign de- 
partment representative for Para- 
mount, also is slated to visit M.C. 
around Dec. 1. Goodwill reception, 
similar to the one accorded him in 
Australia, is being planned. 


is 


‘The Mob’ 
page 


Continued from 


business was having tough going 
without having to take it on the chin 
from radio. He said that he was 
sure that the program could find 


other more interesting businesses to 


;shoot at, and reminded the agency 
that the business of taking race bets 
involved thousands of persons 
throughout the country and they 


were as important users of the prod- 
uct as any other class of consumers. 

The caller even went so far as to 
cite the number of persons engaged 
in the handbook business in the 
leading cities of the country. He 
said that he knew that at least 40.- 
000 persons were mixed up in it 1D 
Chicago and that there must be an- 
other 30,000 in the New York metre- 
politan area. He also recalled that 
the personnel setup included wire 
services, tipster sheets, etc. 

‘How would you like it,’ he went 
on, ‘if we hit back at you by start- 
ing a whispering campaign «bout 
your products?’ 

‘We wouldn't like it,’ was the ré- 


; tes, Arcady Boytler, Gabriel Soria, tort, ‘but the threat won't stop Us 


from carrying through our program 
plans.’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | — oom 
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TOGETHER 


MADE!... 


it’s scram for the war jitters now! ...Here comes the screen’s top comedy 
team in their first new-deal production! HANG ON—because we’re going 
cloud-jumping on a skyride of screams . . . with the flying fun-atics of the ~ 
Foreign Legion, who learned about ladies from Gorgeous Georgette, the 
Commandant’s cutie! . . . Oo-la-la for the box-offie 


— 


cre 


i I, 


ne 


WITH 


JEAN PARKER 
ex o REGINALD GARDINER 


RADIO A BORIS MORROS PRODUCTION 


PICTUR 
DIRECTED BY A. EDWARD SUTHERLAND ) 


ORIGINAL STORY AND SCREEN PLAY BY RALPH SPENCE, ; 
ALFRED SCHILLER, CHARLES ROGERS, HARRY LANGDON 
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A 
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FILM REVIEWS 


ON DRESS PARADE 


Wainer Bros. 


the subsequents. 


release of Bryan Foy pro- This is a talker remake of the suc- 


Guctior Stars Dead End Kids; = cessful spook play of some years 
l “rankie Tho “issie s 
sereenplay by Tom Reed and Charles Bai- | rights and turned out a silent version 
fen; can . Arthur Todd; editor, Doug | in 1927, Studio dusted the property 
Gould. At Strand ae aive Oct. 24, | off for a remake a year ago, but sub- 
sequently sold the rights to Para- 
Cadet Major Billy Halop 

mount. 

(ace Morgan Bobby Jordan In re kev t 
Cadet Johnny ¢ -Huntz Holl Picture gives Paramount a Key to 
Codet Georgie Warren......... Gabriel Dell proper casting of Bob Hope in the 
“adet [.t. Murphy vankie Thomas Tial and roles that failed to ring with | 
Mitac Cissie Loftus | sincerity. But in ‘Cat and _ the 
Capt. Evans Dover Jackson | Canary,” he carries a_ straight 
William Gould edy Quips and situations dropping | 
Col, William Duncan. Don Douglas jnto the plot naturally to accentuate | 
os the laughs, rather than previous at- 

|, te s ak Hope brand of 
While their last flicker, ‘Angels tempts to make the Hope. brand of | 

comedy obvious and out of place. 

Wash Their Faces.’ removed some- Paulette Goddard gets her first co- | 
thing of the Dead End Kids’ bad-boy star billing, displaying confidence 


onus, current release apparently 4nd assurance in her 

the appealing the eccentric millionaire’s fortune. 
marks elr nis ap] b Neatly rounded portrayals are pro- | 
gang from the far side of the tracks. yjded by members of the supporting 


put cast. including John Beal. 
Montgomery. Gale Sondergaard, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Nydia Westman | 
and George Zucco. 


They're cleaned up, brushed up, 
in military school uniforms, turned 
into refined little gentlemen—and 


its too bad, It’s too bad, at least, To provide chills and thrills, pros- 
that if the transition had to be made, pective heirs to the fortune age ll 

it should be in such a mawkishly Will 
sentimental and obvious picture. It jc ypead. leaving estate to Paulette | 
just doesn't ring true. Goddard. when spooky manipula- 
To the credit of the gang, they tions start from. strange sources. | 


There's the low kev lighting, drift- | 
ing shadows. eerie music, sliding 
panels and secret passages—all util- 
ized to fullest extent to accentuate 


make of an impossible story a pass- 
able picture for the dualers. To re- 
tain the kids’ b.o. value, however, 


Warner Bros. will certainly have to the chiller aspect of the piece. After 
do better than this for them in the three murders during the night, | 
future. They are talented, individu-| Hope solves the mystery—but only 


after Miss Goddard has been placed 
in constant jeopardy, 
Script bv Walter De Leon and 
Lynn Starling is a well-knit and 
workmanlike job of writing to re- 
tain elements of surprise and com- 
as little toughies—especially inas- edy. Elliott Nugent directs most 
much as they're getting to be rather capably. and pi icture swings along at 
grown-up toughies now—so perhaps a smooth and swift tempo without 
the quicker the breakup and weed- dull moments. ; 
ing out begins the better. ‘Cat and the Canary’ will amply | 
Of the six Dead-enders, four are | satisfy the mystery fans, and provide | 
totally reformed in the current yarn spine-chilling thrills for audiences | P 
and Leo ‘Spit’ Gorcey succumbs be- generally. | 
| 


ally and collectively, and if satisfac- 
tory story material can’t be devised 
for them as a group, it might be wise 
to forget them as an entity and use 
one or two of them at a time. It’s 
obvious that they can’t go on forever 


fore the final bell. Bernard Punsley, ——_——_-- 

in a bit, is the only one who man- LITTLE ACCIDENT 
ages to retain his dese-dem-and-dose. 

Gorcey is a poolroom prodigy whose Hollywood, Oct. 25. | 
father is a World War hero. His Universal release of Charles Lamont pro- | 


duction Siars Hugh Herbert and Baby | 
father’s wartime buddy, John Litel, Kandy. Directed by Charles Lamont. | 
runs a military school. Gorcey’s? Qrigina) screenplay by Paul Yawitz and 


father. on his deathbed, asks Litel to | eve Greene, from play by Floyd Dell and 
care for the boy. ‘Spit’ prefers the | Thomas Mitchell; camera, Milton Krasner; 
eight-ball in the side pocket to a So" Prank Previewed at Alex- 


ander. Glendale, Oct. 2 


Gross. 


25, ‘39. Running time, 


uniform, but is tricked into going to | 5 wins. 
the institute. He determines to up- | Herbert Pearson..........55- Hugh Herbert | 
set things, flouting all discipline. Alice Pearson...-.. eeeeeeeres Florence Rice | 


Richard Carison | 
.-Ernest Truex 


Perrv Allerton... 


When Punsley comes up to tell him yyy Morgan. 


he was tricked, he packs up and be- joan Huston....... ALOT RES Joy Hodges | 
vins to leave. Billy Halop, in role of Matisse.......... Fritz Feld | 
him. and in the battle that follows. Paper Hanger..... eooees.--Kdgar Kennedy | 
Spit’ pushes Halop through a second | Artemus Glenwater........ Etienne Girardot | 
storv window. Charles D. Brown } 
Halop is seriously injured and and Raby Sandy 


‘Spit’ repents, deciding to stay. Other 
Sandy switches to her real feminine 
subject. At camp in the summer he | id 
Story holds little similarity to orig- | 
rescues a schoolmate, Gabriel Dell, inal play by Floyd Dell and Thomas 


from a fire in a munitions store Mitchell, nor to film version of the} 


house. Both boys are seriously 
: “| latter turned out by U several years 
burned and Gorcey comes back to ago. Studio mainly utilizes the title | 


school a hero. He is made cadet | 
nine : | here. Picture displays cute smile 
major and is given his father’s dis- 11a antics of Baby Sandy, combining 


tinvuished service cross. 
. some elemental and slapstick com- 


‘Spit, in tears after he pushes 
7. harqd edy sequences by Hugh Herbert 
Halop out of the window, is a hard adult members of the cast, but all on | 


sight to swallow. Any true Dead. | rather inconsequential story that | 


a 
or w av nd 
ender would have scrammed. A ‘serves nothing more than as an ex- 


'cuse for the individual situations. As | 
attraction, ‘Little Accident’ will | 


from upperclassmen doesn't achieve as supporter in the. family 
have desired. Truth to tell, he seems | houses, lacking story strength to get 
like the only sensible one in the | above that slot. 

school. Reverse gear into which | Story concerns the parental mixup 
other pnortions of the melodramatics of 
have also shifted is evidenced by |@ther. abandons 
titters of derision from the audience |°f baby editor Hugh Herbert. To 
when the sentiment ete thickest. save his job, latter assumes grand- 


After two pictures as a boy, Baby 


|parent supervision and turns the 
in other military |Paby over to his unwed daughter. 
|From there on, it’s a melange of 


school pictures, but more so now be- 
cause of the war—to the glorious | 
manner in which the soldier’s life is 


tribulations for all concerned. Wind- 
up provides a slapsticky chase by 
the principals after the baby! 


painted. It looks like a partnership A 
wrapped in a laundry bag and 
oe WB and the recruiting headed for the mangler. 


Charies Lamont catches a number 
of cute shots of Baby Sandy—mainly 
solo closeups that are neatly inter- 
cut into the action. Youngster is | 
now toddling, and delivering a few 
words in addition to regulation coos. 
| Picture is episodic, displaying at- 
tempt to piece together incidents to 


get th ) gh 43 lati f tage f - 
CAT AND THE CANARY pig Peta regulation ootage or 


Hollywood. Oct. 24. Hugh Herbert gives a 
Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow. portrayal as the adopted grand- 


Jr., production, Stars Bob Hope and father, while Edgar Kennedy and 
Paulette Goddard, Directed by Elliott Nu- Etienne Girardot are used for com- | 
gent. Screenplay by Walter De Leon and edy sequences with Sandy. As care- 


Desnite the featured billing. Cissie 
Loftus has only a bit nart as woman 
who takes care of ‘Snit’ in the slums. 
Frankie Thomas, who vets similar 
billing. is a cadet who likewise has 
a meager role. Herb. 


Lynn Starling, based on play by John ‘ 

Willerd camera, Charles Lang: | mg taker of the baby for a brief spell 
Archis Marshek; asst. director, Mel Ep- | While working as paperhanger, | 
stein. Previewed at Westwood Kennedy gets sufficiently involved | 
Oct. 24, '39. Running time, 72 MINS via 

with a paste pot, ladder, paper, | 
Walid Camppells sob shears and his hat to provide | 
Joyce Norman... .ecccess "Paulette 

Bred ... John Beal knockabout comedy on the broad- 
Charlie Wilder....... Douglass Montgomery | Side. Girardot catches several 
Miss ate chuckles as salesman in a baby-wear | 
Aunt iizabe *atterson 

N¥dia Westman hop. Secondary romantic interest is 
Lawyer Crosby... 


supplied by Florence Rice and Rich- 

ard Carlson, with Ernest Truex ap- 

pearing briefly for the climax. 
Picture was turned out on mod- 


{Indian Guide..... -George Regas 


a consistent stride down the line in 


role as the heir |} 


Douglass | 


|} Hugo Ludwik.... 


support, 
‘laugh 
,and the star, 


standard | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘On Dress Parade’ (WB). Dead 
End Kids transferred to mili- 
tary school, much to their disad- 
vantage. Dualer. 

‘Cat and the Canary’ (Par) 
Bob Hope and Paulette Goddard 
starred in chiller-thriller. Top 
programer for general audiences. 

‘Little Accident’ (U). Baby 
Sandy's cuteness mixed with 
elemental comedy for support- 
ing attraction in nabes. 

‘Pack Up 


Your Troubles’ 


| (20th). Jane Withers starrer 
| with the Ritz Bros. for comedy 
| support. Okay dualer. 
| ‘Too Busy te Work’ (20th). 
| Good Jones Family programmer, 
| Joan Davis adding knockabout 
| comedy. 

‘Mutiny in the’ Big House’ 


(Mono). Fairly strong prison 
story for the action dualers. 

‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep). Hill- 
billy story that’s okay for the 
corn country. 

‘Legion of Lost Flyers’ (U). 
Action programer for duals, 
preferably as No. 2 feature. 

‘Ireland's Border Line’ (Alex). 
Entertaining Irish comedy with 
Jimmy O'Dea. Cinch for Celt 
nabes. 

‘Piccolo Hotel’ (Italian-made). 
Fair satisfier for Italian con- 
sumption, but not elsewhere. 


‘Ballo Al Castello’ (Ital). Fan- 
tassy limited to Italian audi- 
ences. 


Pack Up Your Troubles 


(WITH SONG) 


%th-Fox release of Sol M. 
duction Stars dune Withers; 
Rros., T.vnn Bari, Joseph 

tanley Fields, Fritz Leiber, 


Wurtzel pro- 
features Ritz | 
Schildkraut, 
T.ionel Royce. | 


Directed by H. Bruce Ilumberstone. Story 
and adapiation, tou Breslow and Owen 
Franeis: editor, Nick De Mageio: song, 
Sidney Clare and Jule Styne; photography, 
Lucien Andriet. At Palace, N. Y., dual, 


week Oct, 26, S39. Running time, 75 MINS. 

Themselves 
Lynn 

"Jose ph Sehildkra 


Ritz Brothers. 
Yvonne.... 


Set. ‘Angel Face’ Walker.... Stanley Ficlis 
General Von Boech....... .Lionel Royee 
i Colonel Giraud........... Georges Renavent 
Madam Marchand...Adrienne Ambricourt 
Adjutant..... leon Ames 
W illia im Von Brincken 
Robert Emmett Keane 
Coienel Schlager tlenry Vietor 


A pretty good programmer in the 
‘B’ division, ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ 
has the Ritz Bros. for sturdy com- 
plus numerous good 
situations built around them 
Jane Withers. While 
not a picture that will cause box- 


office jams, the Withers-Ritz subject | | but 


|ought to do from fair to good, singly | 
if not pitched too high, or on dual | 
bills. 

Script is a better than average job, 
well tailored to the talents of the 
cast, with broad comedy the strong 
undertone. Original was done by Lou 
Breslow and Owen Francis. 
|of the comedy situations developed, 
the Ritzes most of the time are away 
out in front of Miss Withers. Lat- 
ter is now growing up and has lost 
that kid chubbiness. In fact, 
quite streamiined. 
| Film opens during the last war, 
'with the Ritzes 
|Dutch comedy routines in a book- | 
er’s Office, but find their German | 
|dialect cancels them out automat- | 
| ically. They enlist in the army, are} 
assigned to a mule battalion and the 
action switches to a small village 
|in France where Miss Withers lives. 
She is maneuvered into the action 
suitably and some of the comedy sit- 
uations built around her as well as 
the Ritzes, largely the latter, are 
;}more than ordinarily funny, 

Plenty of rather good-sized laughs 


are aroused when the Ritzes, mas- 
querading as Germans for a local | 


jtavern affair, are mistaken for real 
|Huns by French soldiers. The es- 
cape in a balloon that lands them on 
|German soil provides several belly 
laughs, in addition to the welcome 
that is given them as heroes by the 
Kaiser's higher-ups. Carrying the 
situation further, the Ritzes are then 
interned as war prisoners by the 
Allies when they escape back to 
their own ground. 

A song, ‘Who’ll Buy My Flowers,’ 
written by Sidney Clare and Jule 
| Styne, is a vocal for Miss Withers in 
a French tavern setting. The num- 
ber is lightweight and Miss Withers, 
not having a voice, doesn’t get it 
;anywhere. She also does brief im- 
|personations of Eva Tanguay and 
,Gecrge M. Cohan, Neither means 


rrr Jane Withers | 


| who 
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TOO BUSY TO ‘WORK | JEEPERS CREEPERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 27. 


2th Century-Fox release of John Stone 


production, Features the Jones Family, 
Directed by Otto Brower, Original screen- 
play by Rebert Ellis, Helen Logan and 


based on “The Torchbearrs’ 
and ‘Your Unele Dudley’ 
and Robinson; 


Stanley Rauh, 
by George Kelly, 
Howard Lindsay 


imera, Edward Cronjager; editor, Fred 
len, Previewed at Uptown, A., Oct. 
“7, ‘39% Running time, 64 MENS, 
John Jones Jed Prouty 
Mrs. John Byington 
Roger .George lirnest 
Lucy Jones... ...June Carlson 
Granny Florence Roberts 
Bobby ...eBilly Mahan 


-Chiek Chandler 
irjorie Gateson 


Cracker MoGurk 
Mrs. Randolph Russel 


Wilbur Wentworth......... Andrew Tombes ! 
Tommy «000200 Marvin Stephens | 
Charlie Carter. .... -Hooper Atchley 


| 


| Latest in the Jones Family series 
| maintains gait of former releases to | 
|prove most acceptable for the pro- | 
gram houses. Introduction of Joan | 
Davis into the Jones group as a per- 
jmanent visiting cousin gives op- 
| portunity in future pictures for slap- 
stick mixed into the family routines 
|that have mainly been done before. 
Story contains a smattering of two 
plays, “The Torehbearers’ and ‘Your 
Uncle Dudley.’ Both have been 
made as talkers during past several | 
years by Fox. Combining a few 
ideas from each, latest adventure of 
the Jonses covers plenty of ground 
in its 65 minutes’ running time. | 
Jones is still neglecting his drug | m 
business to carry duties of mayor. 
Mrs. Jones becomes leading lady for | 
charity show, while Pa is promoted | 
to head fund drive for a new hos- |! 
pital. Collections get mixed up, as 
does everything else, in the madcap 
melee of the amateur performance, 
but everything ends well when Pa 
Jones decides to devote his time to 
business for a change. | 
Picture carries typical adventures | 
of the oldest screen family at home | 
in the midwestern town. Arrival of | 
Joan Davis as permanent guest of | 
the household, and her attempts to | 
| handle duties of hired girl, provide 
some broad and elemental knocka- 
bout comedy. Looks like addition 
of Miss Davis to the series will pro- 
vide low comedy of slapstick type 
to contrast with motivation of the 
family affairs. 
‘Too Busy to Work’ is above par 
in the recent Jones series releases. | 


Mutiny in the Big House 


| 

Menogram release of Grant Withers pro- | 
duetion, Stars Barton Maclane, Charles | 
| 


Bickford, Directed by William Nigh, | 
Screenplay, Robert Andrews: 
Mooney; eamera, Harry Neumann: 
R. EF. Schoengarth. At Liberty, 
dual, Running time, 85 MINS, 


story, Martin 
editor, 


Lincoln, 


| 
| | 
| Father Joe...... Charles Bickford | 
| Barton Maclane | 
| Warden Pit Moriarity | 
| Johnny Wennis Moore | 
William Royle | 
. Charles Foy | 
| Dad oeorge Cleveland 
| 


‘Mutiny’ has spotty possibilities, 
in the action-hot territories, 
| especially in Catholic areas, it may 
/come in a pretty fair winner. It’s 
| based on actual incidents in the life 
of a priest, Father Patrick O'Neil. 
was awarded the Carnegie | 
medal after his bravery in halting | 
a Canon City (Colo.) prison break | 


| (Oct. 8, 1929), in which seven guards | 


In view | 


she’s 


auditioning their | 


and five inmates were killed. 

Martin Mooney authored the story, | 
from which Robert Andrews drew 
the scenario, but it hasn't quite 
enough action most of the way, only | 
settling down to a fairly snappy | 
thriller as it gets to the finish. Drag 
is noticeable all the way, ey 
Charles Bickford, in the role of the| 
| priest, does a bangup job of playing. 
|Barton MacLane, stir- -toughie, 
leans a little too far forward to ri 
into the script at times, and he looks | 
a bit forced. Play is mostly around 
a young con, Dennis Moore, who} 
deadpans, and allows the other two 
| topliners to take it away. 

Bereft of women, the cast will | 
have a tough job overcoming the 
lack of trimming in the cheap spots | 
used to a decorative skirt. The story 
starts in the jug, with the arrival 
|of Moore, a forger rapped with 1 to 
14 years for a $10 check. Bickford | 
|tries to salvage him, and MacLane 
|works to stiffen him against the 
prison administration. Kid goes 
along with MacLane, until the for- | 
mer gets the idea he’s being a sucker | 
and comes up for air. 

This is the first time up for Grant 
| Withers, one-time leading man, as an 
/associate producer, and it’s a pretty | 
fair first stab on small budget. The 
pic deals wholly with the work of a 
prison chaplain, takes him through 
all the chores, even to a hanging, 
and in those communities predomin- 
antly Catholic, it lends every natural 
jangle for tieup and recommenda- 
tion because it honors one of the 
heroes of the church. 

Generally speaking, ‘Mutiny’ will 
edge toward the profit side of the 
ledger for the pop-pricers. Barn. 


‘well or better 


| Brother Cicero will 


| sheriff, 


Retaining the basic spooky atmos- 
phere and chiller situations of John 
Willard’s original play, Paramount 
injects plenty of legitimate comedy 
in this one to provide good enter- 
fainment for general audiences. It’s 
a top programmer for upper bracket 


erate budget, and as a light pro- 
gramer will be acceptable in houses 
where audiences are not too particu- | 
lar about story values when ele- 
|mental comedy tricks are displayed. 
But for a long stretch to build Baby 
'Sandy’s draw. Universal needs bet- 


hookings in the keys, and will hit, ter materia] than here displayed. 


/much. 


| importance. 


Replate to Stevens 
Lynn Bari, Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


miss, 


as a French village 


doesn’t have much footage or , 
Neither does Joseoh George Stevens was named pro- 


Schildkraut, who plays a spy for the_ ducer- -director of RKO's remake of | 
Allies. Stanley Fields, Fritz ote ‘Enchanted Cottage.’ 
and Lionel Royce provide suitable} Currently Stevens 
support. Char. | ‘Vigil in the Night.’ 


is 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 
duction, Stars Weaver Bros, and Elviry; 
features Roy Rogers and Maris Wrixen, 
Directed by Frank MacDonald. Original 
sereen play by Dorvell and Stuart Mee 
Gowan; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, Erne 
est Nims: musical director, Cy Feuer, Kee 


viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 26, 
‘Su, Running time, 69 MINS, 
CICETO. Prank Wensver 
ROY. Kes Rowers 
lee 
Grandpi....... Littlefield 
M. K. Durant. Hall 
Violey Loretta Weaver 
This is definitely one to be re- 


served for the corn country. It is 


/a successor to ‘Down in Arkansaw,’ 


made with much the same cast a 
year ago, and should do equally as 
in the right spots. 
Starring in the film are the Weaver 
Bros. & Elviry (June Weaver), 
standard in vaude as ‘The Arkansas 
Travelers.’ Elviry’s daughter, Lor- 
etta, 22, makes her picture debut in 
a minor rote in the film, chalking it 
up as something of a family affair. 

Tag on the pic, ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ 
results from the song which was 
popular a year or so ago. Rep pur- 
chased rights to both tunes and title, 


, leather lothario Roy Rogers warbling 


it to his love interest, Maris Wrixon. 
It helps to a small degree to relieve 
the hillbilly quality of all the other 
tunes in the film. 

Leon Weaver, as the old-fashioned 

mayor and justice of the peace of a 
mountain village ruled by the spirit 
of brotherly love, is excellent, eas- 
ily topping the rest of the cast. He's 
a natural for a role of this type and 
with less corny handling would be 
a strong bet in anyone's picture. 
seem to the 
younger members of the audience to 
be stealing the stuff of Harpo Marx 
although he’s been doing his no-talk 
routine since 1915. Never opens his 
mouth except to whistle. He's also 
an expert at tossing knives. Gen- 
erally plays the part of an oaf, in all 
not being a very impressive addi- 
tion. 

Sister Elviry. in the middle-aged 
maiden lady role, plays a variety of 
instruments in the hillbilly band 
with which the film is spotted, click- 
ing nicely. Roberts, as the town's 
handles his strong, silent 
hossman business in slightly tired 
fashion, but gets off his ‘Jeepers’ 
number in satisfactory style. Miss 
Wrixon as the vis-a-vis, daughter of 
a capitalist who brings ruin on the 
town, is stiff and stilted. She was 
borrowed from Warner Brothers to 
do the part. 


Appealing is nine-year-old Billy 


| Lee, while character bits are amus- 


ingly handled—sometimes overdone, 
however—by Lucien Littlefield as 
the grandpappy, with an ear trum- 
pet, who turns into something of a 
jitterbug, and John Arthur, as the 
rich man’s secretary-valet, who falls 
in love with Elviry. 

Story moves rather rapidly, con- 
taining plenty of action, including 
swell shots of a forest fire. Some of 
the latter are apparently the mccoy, 
evidently double negative work. 
Tale is of a quiet village where capie 
talist Thurston Hall discovers coal 
after being sentenced by Weaver to 
use a pick for a day because he was 
careless in tossing his lighted match- 
es into tindery brush. Coal is on 
Weaver's property, but they won't 
tell, whereupon Hall obtains it by 
paying up back taxes. He moves a 
rough crew in, forcing Weavers out, 
but is almost burned to death when 


| his men start a forest fire. Little Lee 
| lad calls Weavers and others to help 


release Hall from under his over- 
| turned car, whereupon he sees the 
light of brotherly love. 

Film has a strong labor ‘angle. de- 
| signed to please the common folk. 
| Pictures the old moneybags as a re- 
lentless, unreasonable man: strike- 
breakers, whom he hires, as drunken, 
cold-blooded villains, and. striking 
miners as gentle people who are 
only seeking their rights. Herb. 


Legion of Lost Flyers 


Universal release of Ben Pivar produe- 
tion, Stars Richard Arlen and Andy De- 
vine; features Anne Nagel, William Lundi- 
Kan, Quinn Williams, Ona Munson, Di- 
ected by Christy Cabanne Story, Ken 
Pivar; adaptation, Maurice Tombragel: edi- 
tor, Maurice Wright; photography, ‘Jerome 


Ash. At Rialto. N. Y., week Oct, 28, '39. 
Running time, 63 MINS, 

Brumley........... ....Andy Devine 
Ralph Perry ,William TLundigan 
Bill Fhneodor Von Eltz 
David Willock 
Barrigan. ee Carson 


‘Legion of Lost Flyers’ is an action 
item dealing with intrigue and ro- 
mance around a group of renegade 
airmen working out of an independ- 
ent airport in the Alaskan wilder- 
ness. It will suit as a supporting 
dual entry. 

Richard Arlen and Andy Devine 
play pilot and mechanic, respective- 
ly, with Devine and an Eskimo 
woman serving as pretty good comic 
relief. The Eskimo role, played by 
Edith Mills, calls for nothing more 
| than ‘ugh’ and a couple belches out- 


| side of the effective pantomime. Yen 
of the Esk for motor grease and the 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Beginning at the Boyd, 
Philly, an Almighty 
New Peak for the 
_ Power of the Product of 


| 
the secret romance of the Virgin Queen. 
| DONALD CRISP VINCENT PRICE ALAN HALE HENRY STEPHENSON 3 | 
| Sereen Play by Norman Reilly Raine and Aeneas MacKenzie « Based on the Stage Play by 
Maxwell Anderson » Produced by Theatre Guild, Inc. « Music by Erich Wolfgang Korngold 
THE “IMPOSSIBLE” ATTAINED! EVERYTHING THE ‘OLD MAID’ WAS, WELDED” 
_ WITH ALL THE FIRE OF ‘ROBIN HOOD’! TRULY A MATCHLESS MOTION PICTURE! : | | 
i 
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16 VARIETY 
Cleveland 

Continued from page 16 
$2,700, Last week, ‘Million Dollar | 
Lecs’ (Par) plus revived “Murder 
Man’ (M-G), were circused for satis- 


Jaci 
Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 


ory $1,300 in four days. 
30-35-42-55) 


in the top spots. 
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Bs j irst inning at terrifi cae iewe n Variety Kev ta Type Abbreviations 
pushing it up to extra-good $9,000 —______- 
in ie A third at Allen: WEEK | Rev. ' 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) OF TITLE TYPE Co 
— Blackmail’ (WB) with four Dead RELE: ASE. var. | 
End Kids in vaude. Favorable re- —————— ———— 
ports for both are backed up by top- g/25 39 | 96 | FIVE PEPPERS 
noich afternoon crowds, due to | 68/16 | WIZARD OF OZ Me 
school holiday for teachers conven- IRISH LUCK M te 
tion, and by commendable nighi at- 8 23 THE STARMAKER MU } teed 
tendance. Sure for $15,000, and per- 8 23 SMUGGLED 
haps $17,000. Although a home-town 8/16 QUICK MILLICNS Cc 
oucfit, Sammy Kaye’s orch in vaude | 96 ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES M : 
bow here last week didn't make a | 9/27 EVERYBODY'S HOBBY cp, W 
killing. ‘Stranger’ (20th) no help, 9139 — fa KONGA, WILD HORSE w Cel 
but $13,500, not so bad. 4 4 | 9.6 THE WOMEN Cc M-G 

Lake (Warner) (850, 15-25)— | 8/30 | DEATH OF A CHAMPION D | Par 
*‘Cemon Flee: Street’ (Select) and | CONSPIRACY D RKO 
‘Return Frog’ (Select). English hor- | 96 WALL STREET COWBOY w Rep 
ror importations haven't enough | g/3@ FLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT D Rep 
American sock. Lucky to get mild | 96 ADV’T’RES SHERLOCK HOLMES M | 20th 
$1.400. Last week, first for reopened | 8 30 THE UNDERPUP M U 
house Was murder, (FA) 89 | MUTINY ON BLACKHAWK M U 
id Grass’ (WB), barely 82 | THE OLD MAID D WB 

State ‘Loew’s) (3.450: 30-35-42- 9 8 39 8 16 GOLDEN BOY cD Col 
55)—'At Cireus’ ‘M-G). Marx Bros. | § 30 | RANGE WAR w Par 
better than usual, getting off promis- 8/23 CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND M 20th 
ingly with good juvenile draw that THE FIGHTING GRINGO w RKO 
will earn $12,000, okay. Last week, $23 FULL CONFESSION D RKO 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G), after stalling a g 20 TWO BRIGHT BOYS M U 
bit, ran up to $14,500, which was all | 8/16 DESPERATE TRAILS w U 
right, too. NANCY DREW & STAIRCASE M WB 

Sti pew's 72: 30-35-42- 
| “OUTPOST OF MOUNTIES D | Col 
over stacking up sweetly, $5.000, | | 227 | DANCING CO-ED a M-G 
capitalizing on early campaign. | SKY PATROL Mono 
‘What Life’ (Par) last week had lit- | | 726 | BEAU GESTE : D Par 
tle life, $2,000, lowest here this fall. | 920 | DAY THE BOOKIES WEFT ¢ | RKO 

, 913 | THE RAINS CAME cD 20th 

; 9/8 HAWAIIAN NIGHTS MU U 
‘WOMEN’ DUAL, $19, 000. 16 DUST BE MY DESTINY _D | _WB_ 

? 9 22 9 22 39 | 30,25 | THOSE HIGH, GREY WALLS D | Col 

9/20 THUNDER AFLOAT D M-G 

LEADING OKAY B’ KLYN ' 9/27 | $1,000 A TOUCHDOWN 2 Par 
8/23 FIFTH AVENUE GIRL cD RKO 

8/30 STOP, LOOK AND LOVE Cc 20th 

peneren Oct. 31. |} 10/4 INTERMEZZO, LOVE STORY cD UA 

Loew's Metropolitan continues to | 10/4 RIO cD U 
keep on top of the heap of down- | _NO PLACE TO GO cD | WB_| 
town deluxers with profitable _|— SCANDAL SHEET D Col | 
srosses. Currently dualling ‘The 
Women’ and ‘Challenge’ to excellent 9, 29, 39 | 10/18 FAST AND FURIOUS .: M-G 
results. RKO Albee is also scoring | | 9/13 HONEYMOON IN BALI , Par 

is i | 9/27 CALLING ALL MARINES M Rep 
this stanza with ‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ and ‘Pack Up Your Troubles.’ | | 10/4 THE ARIZONA KID — p 

Fabian Paramount's second week | | 9/27 HERE I AM, A STRANGER D 20th 
of ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ and ‘$1,000 |} 10/25 THE WITNESS VANISHES M U 
Touchdown’ is okay, as is the re- | 8/23 NURSE EDITH CAVELL D RKO 
cently revived Strand with ‘Return | | A CHILD IS BORN D WB 
of Frog’ and ‘Barber of Fleet Street, 927 | ESPIONAGE AGENT MM WB 
billed as the ‘double horror show.’ = 

Estimates for This Week. Fr) 10 6 39 Par 

Albee (3274; 25-35-50) — ‘Holly- | CRASHE » | Mono 

be ‘Pac 10/18 | THE KANSAS TERRORS w Re 

wood Cavalcade’ (20th) and ‘Pack 9/6 | N ICE C p 

Troubles’ (20th). Excellent $19,000. | | EVERYTHING'S O | RKO 

Last week, ‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue) | | THE ESC APE , ; | 20th 

, 10/4 ETERNALLY YOURS CD | UA 
and ‘Under-Pup (U), quiet $11,000. | 9/13 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘U-Boat 29 HERO FOR A DAY . cD | U 
(Col) and ‘Drew Staircase’ (WB) 10/18 | PRIDE OF BLUE GRASS 
opens today (Tuesday). Last week, | ——- cp 
‘What Life’ (Par) and ‘High Grey | 10/13, 39 | cot 
Walls’ (Col), fairish $14,000. 5/34 | JAMAICA INN 

Met (3.618: 25-35-50) — “Women 10/4 THREE SONS D RKO 
10/4 | HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE MU | 20th 

ing oO ) 
Swell $19,000. Last week, 10 ON! YOUR TOES _MU _ 
‘Fast and Furious’ (M-G) and Ed- 10 20 39 | 10/18 AT THE CIRCUS. Cc M-G 
die Cantor’s unit on stage, satis- ‘ TELEVISION SPY D Par 
factory $26,000. | SHIPYARD SALLY Cc 20th 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50 )—' Dust | 11/1 | PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES Cc 20th 
Destiny’ (WB) and “Touchdown’ | TOWER OF LONDON M | U 
(Par) (2d wk). Okay $16,000. Last | | OKLAHOMA FRONTIER wi Uv 
week, | | SMASHING MONEY RING M | WB 

Frog’ (Select) ‘and ‘Demon Fleet | 10/27,39 | 10:25 | BEWARE SPOOKS | co 
Street’ (Select). Garne ring good | | ; BAD LITTLE ANGEL D M-G 
$5.500. Last week, “Tropic Fury’ | ' 11/1 | MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE D Mone 
(Par) and ‘Drummond's Bride’ | DANGER FLIGHT D | Meno 
(Par), nice $5,500. | 10/18 | DISPUTED PASSAGE D Par 
——-_____-—----- SUED FOR LIBEL D | RKO 

P With 20,000 MEN A YEAR 20th 
iV HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGH UA 
Niven Checking ™ a d | 1 LITTLE ACCIDENT cD U 
itis 10/25 | THE ROARING TWENTIES D WB 

British, If Needed Abroad) 11/1. | JEEPERS CREEPERS CD | Rep 

_David Niven was slated to pay "STRANGER FROM TEXAS 
visit to the British Embassy in Wash- 1°%, 10/11 | NINOTCHKA D> MG | 
jngton yesterday (Tuesday) to de- ' | OVERLAND MAIL w | Mone 
termine whether it is necessary for | FIGHTING MEN D Mone 
him to return to England for mili- 10/11 | THE FLYING DEUCES _— E. | RKO 

MARSHALL OF MESA Cl RKO 
HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE CD | 

11/1] | LEGION OF LOST FLYERS 

turn to Hollywood if his services | | KID NIGHTINGALE Cc | we 
aren't needed abroad. ‘Se heduled for 0739 |— BLONDIE BRINGS UP BABY eis 
him next is a sequel to ‘Raffles, | 11/10/90 | SECRET OF DR. KILDARE D| wc 
which he just completed. H HEROES IN BLUE D Mono 

41/1 CAT AND CANARY M Par 
Samuel Goldwyn assigned Sam ALLE HE. SING RKO 

Wood to direct David Niven in ‘Raf- | DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK D 20th 
fles, Amateur Cracksman,’ a sequel | FIRST LOVE n U 

ee eee ONE HOUR TO LIVE M U 
to Raffles, 104 ELIZABETH AND ESSEX D WB 

Niven is expected to return within 111739 s A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT CD es 
a month. one oe THE PHANTOM STRIKES M | Mono 

RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND 4 Mono 

RULERS OF THE SEA Par 

RATOFF ON ICE THE WASHINGTON COWBOY CD Rep 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. | THE COVERED TRAILER C | Rep 

Gregory Ratoff has succeeded Irv- | 10/18 MEET DR. CHRISTIAN Bb RKO 
ing Cummings as pilot of the Sonja 11/1 TOO BUSY TO WORK Cc 20th 
Henie starrer, ‘Everything Happens 11/1 ON DRESS PARADE M WB 
at Night,’ which winds up with RIDES AGAIN 

j equences at 94 3¢ “AMAZING MR. WILLIA 
11, 24, 39 ANOTHER THIN MAN D M-G 

chore to start work on THAT'S RIGHT, YOU'RE WR'NG MU | RKO 
Apollo,’ which rolls Nov. 27 with DAY-TIME WIFE cD 26th 
Tyrone Power and Dorothy Lamour INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS cB U 
WE ARE NOT ALONE D we 


TALENT 


Fellows-D. Petersen 

J. Garland-F. Morgan-B. Lahr 
F.Darro- Purcell-L. Elliott 

B. Crosby-L.Campbe.I-N.Sparks 
B Mackay-R. Hudson-G.Barbier 
J. Prouty Byington-K. Howell 
Dead End Kids 

I. Rich-H. _ O'Neill 


Fred Stone- -Konga 
N.Shearer-J.Crawford-R.Russell 
L. Overman-R. Paige-V. Dale 

A. Lane-L. Hayes-R. Barratt 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes-A. Baldwin 
B. Rathbone-N. Bruce-!, Lupino 
G. Jean-R. Cummings-A. Gray 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 

B. Davis-M. Hopkins-G. Brent 


B.Stanwyck-A.Menjou-W.Holden 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Moran 

S. Toler-C. Romero-P. Moore 

G. O'Brien-L. Tovar 
V.McLaglen-S.Eilers-B.Fitzger’d 
E. Lowe-W. Barrie 
J.M. Brewn-B. Baker-F. Knight 
_B. Granville- Litel 


C. Starrett-I. Meredith 


L. Turner-R. Carlson-L. Bowman 


J. Trent-M. Stone-M. Reynolds 
G. Cooper-R. Milland-R. Preston 
J. Penner-B. Grable 

M. Loy-T. Power-G. Brent 

J. Downs-M. Carlisle-C. Moore 
J. Garfield- P. Lane 


w. Connolly-lI. Meredith 

W. Beery-C. Morris-V. Grev 

J. E. Brown-M. Raye-E. Blore 
G. Rogers-W. Connolly-E. Ellison 
J. Rogers-W. Frawley 

L. Howard-!I. Bergman 

S. Gurie-B. Rathbone-V. McLaglen 
G. Dickson-D. Morgan-F. Stone 


O. Kruger-O. Munson 

A Sothern-F. Tone-V. Grey 
MacMurray-Carroll-Jones 

D. Barry-H. Mack-W. Hymer 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes-S. March 

R. Greene-R. Dix-B. Joyce 

D. Durbin-E. Pallette-L. Howard 
Neagle-Oliver-Sanders 

G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 

J. McC rea- BL Marshall 


J. Cooper-B. Field 
J. Newill-W. Hull-M. Stone 
Three Mesquiteers 
I. Dare-E. Ellis-V. 


Vale 
K. Richmond-A. Duff 
L. Young-D. Niven 

A. Louise-D. Faran 

E. Fellows-J. MeCallion 


C. Farrell-J. Wells 

J. Garland-M. Reoney-G. 
C. Laughton-M. O’Hara 
E. Ellis-V. Vale-W. Gargan 

A. Faye-D. Ameche-S. Erwin 
Zorina-E. Albert 


Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. Rice 

W. Henry-J. Barrett-W.CollierSr. 
G. Fields-S. Howard 

J. Withers-Ritz Bros. 

B. Rathbone-B, Karloff 

J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 
R. Reagan-M. Stevenson 


Kibbee 


J. E. Brown-M. Carlisle 

V. Weidler-G. Reynolds-R. Owen 
C. Bickford-B. MaeLane 

J. Trent-M. Keynolds-M. Stone 
Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard 

K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Lane 

R. Scott-P. Foster-M. Lindsay 
J. Bennett-A.Menjou-W. Gargan 
H. Herbert-B. San¢y-F. Rice 

J Cagneyv-H. Bogart-P. Lane 
Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers 

C. Starrett-L. Gray-D. Curtis 

G. Garbe-M. Douglas-I. Claire 
Jack Randall 

J. Newill-S. Blane 

S. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker 
George O’Brien 
R. Arlen-A. Nagel-A. Devine 
B. Halop-H.Hall-M. Carlisle 
J. Payne-J. Wyman 

P. Singleton-A. Lake-L. 
L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. 
D. Purcell-B. Hayes 

B. Hope-P’lette Goddard-J. Beal 
E. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin 

J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders 
C. Colbert-H. Fonda-E. M. Oliver 
D. Durbin-R. Stack 

D. Nolan-C. Bickford-J. Litel 

B. Davis-E. Flynn 


A. Sothern-W. . Gargan- -L. Stone | 
W. Lawson-S. Hale 

No Cast 

D. Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lock wood- 
G. Autry-S. Burnette-M. Carlisle 
J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 
J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 

J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell 
Dead End Kids-J. Litel 

M. Dietrich-J. Stewart 


Sims 
Day 


“J. Blondell-M. Douglas 

M. Loy-W. Pewell-C. A. Smith 
Tex Ritter 

F. Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 
K.Kyser-A. Menjeu-E. E. Herten 
T. Pewer-L. Darnell-W. William 
V. Price-N. Grey-C. Hardwicke 
P. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robson 


| 


Bill Farnsworth 


Continued from page 5 


| been laid before the D.J. by any of 
‘the half-dozen individuals whose tix 


| (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a@ complete chart of feature releases of | returns have been under close j)- 
American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. 


'spection for many months by Treis- 
ury and Justice officials. Flatly ce- 
nying reported offers to pay millions 


'to satisfy the Internal Revenue Bu- 
!reau, Murphy stated that no com- 
promise can be negotiated without 


‘his consent and to his knowledge no 


/overtures have been made. The 
| parties under suspicion still contend 
_____ | they are innocent of law violations, 
55 |he remarked. While Joseph M. 
10@ Schenck was in town briefly Jasi 
week, Murphy said he did not sce 
9@ | the film executive who is involved 
62 in three separate disputes with the 
revenue people. 
56 
132 | Interrogatories Debate 
67 m 
ss | Comes Upin N.Y. Nov. 15 
66 
60 The next date for court hearings 
85 on what questions will be answered 
62 by whom and when in the Govern- 
93 ment’s anti-trust suit against the 
98 major film companies, has been set 
65 for Nov. 15. The long drawn cut 
bickering over interrogatories re- 
7 sumed Monday (30) in the N. Y. 
69 federal court, when Paul Williams, 
56 U. S. attorney prosecuting the ac- 
tion, met with majors’ counsel. Wi]- 
~~. hiams also met with Benjamin Pep- 
80 pen of United Artists yesterday 
61 ‘(Tues.), to discuss the Government's 
114 answers to the series of questions 
53 | Submitted by that company. li is 
10@ «| understood that William J. Dono- 
65 | van’s firm will shortly file interroga- 
_88 | tories on the Government on behalf 
79 of the balance of the major com- 
94 panies. 
7 Williams is candid to admit that 
82 the major companies cannot answer 
37 the questions for several months. 
70 Since the latter’s policy has been to 
78 delay proceedings, it appears likely 
— |that several months may wel! be 
| stretched into a half dozen, thus ex- 
7 | ceeding the time when the. suit 
95 would normally reach its trial cal- 
65 endar. 
gi | The assistant to the attorney gen- 
66 eral, however, does not anticipate 
97 that this is likely to happen. He feels 
|that by February the majors should 
| not only have stipulated as to the 
= | questions they will answer, but will 
gz | have filed their answers. When ques- 
5; | tioned as to whether the Govern- 
65 | ment could have all its answers in 
at that time, Williams was more 
110 =| than optimistic. ‘They know al] the 
65 answers,’ he declared. From his at- 
65 | titude it may be deduced that a 
67 similar method, employed success- 
96 fully before, will again be used by 
99 the Government. That will be to 
76 answer what is known, and to staie 
96 that the U. S. has ‘no knowledge’ on 
other matters. 
85 | 
58 
Landis Vs. WB, Philly 
35 Suit, Still Unsettled 
61 Philadelphia, Oct. 3). 
65 | Despite suggestions made by Fed- 
77. eral Judge William H. Kirkpatrick 
84 last week that the parties in case of 
61 the Landis theatre versus the major: 
89 | settle their differences out of court, 
4 all indications now point to a finish 
80 fight. Senator Harry Shapiro, coun- 
65 sel for Eugene Mori, operator of the 
106 | Landis, declared yesterday (30) he 
69 | will go into the U. S. District Court 
rn this (Tuesday) afternoon and ask the 
lil court to hand down a preliminary 
injunction against the major dis- 
tributors forbidding them from 
65 showing preference to the two Stan- 
} ley-Warner houses in Vineland, N. J.. 
61 in the matter of clearance, pending 
63 final adjudication in the suit. 

‘My client does not want to settle 
this matter out of court,’ Shapiro 
said. ‘He is determined that a final 
decision be made in this case.” 

42 
81 Probing For Taxes? 
Dallas, Oct. 3). 
| Picture men seem unworried by 
106 , Surprise probe of books and records 
all theatre companies headquar- 
|tering in Dallas, ordered by Aity. 
Gen. Gerald Mann, of Texas. Af- 
, fected are Interstate and affiliate. 
| Texas Consolidated; Robb & Rowley. 
and R. E. Griffith Theatres, and state 
distributing offices of major film pro- 
64 ducers, 
62 In Austin, Mann termed investiga- 


tion ‘routine,’ said it does net in- 
dicate violations. 

General opinion was that state is 
looking for taxes rather than enti- 
trust infractions. Similar probe ¢! 
oil companies resulted in suit fo: 


| $700,000 chain store taxes ageiisi 


‘Humble recently. 
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Rosenberg Reelected Western Pa. 
MPTO Prez; Exhib-Exchange Shifts 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 

™M. A. Rosenberg reelected 
president of the MPTO of Western 
Feonsylvania at the organization’s 
xonual convention here last week in 
the Roosevelt hotel. Edward Beedle 
won the vice-presidency, replacing 
William L. Brown, no longer in the 
theatre business, while Fred Her- 
xington and Joseph Gellman were 
xeturned to the secretary and treas- 
ury posts, respectively. Meet, by 
ihe way, also honored Herrington 
on his 30th anniversary as an ex- 
hibitor organizer, 

Dr. C. E. Herman, Israel Roth and 
William R. Wheat, Jr., were re- 
named directors and newcomers to 
ihe board are George Corcoran and 
Charles R. Blatt. In the future, the 
MPTO will prefix Allied te its or- 
vanization label, 

Louis Krieger, one of vets in film 
distribution, has gone back into the 
business again, opening an indie ex- 
change, International Picture Dis- 
iributing Corp. Has the Allied fran- 
chise in Western Pennsylvania and 
West Virvinia. He’s the father of 
Lester Krieger, with WB in Phila- 
celphia area, and started in pictures 
originally with Warners here quar- 
ier of a century ago. 

Siaie. Meversdale, acquired 
from Orlo Heckler by V. F. Scott, 
chain operator with headquarters in 
Johnstown, Pa. 
ni the house as chiet projectionist. 


Jennings Adds Duo 


Columbus, Oct. 31. 
Harry Jennings, operating in Ohio 


owner, A. T. Worthington. Carmack 
also owns and operates the Carma in 
the same town. 

Percy Essick and Meyer Fine have 
reopened the Ohio, Galion, dark most 
of summer. 

W. J. Powell has sold his Lo-Net 
theatre in Wellington to Walter 
Steuve, formerly of Canton, who 
operates in Findlay. Frank Nolan 
will manage the house. 

David Fettman named manager of 
the Harbor, Ashtabula Harbor, O., 
recently acquired by H. Thomas, of 
Youngstown. 

Fred Schull shuttered his Bremen, 
in Bremen, C. 

Bruce Sunkel has taken over the 
Times, Roseville, O., from Louis 


Heckler will remain | 


West Virsinia, has taken over 
the Majestic and Princess, London, 
fiom Virgil Price. 

W. Smith, operator of Orpheum, | 
Nelsonville, leased town hall in Me- | 
Arihur and is remodeling for 300- | 
seat theatre. 


Will open within a | 
month, the only theatre in the town. | 
The new Beverly scheduled io 


Nov. 15. 


Woodrow Weiler named assistant 
ynanager of Loew's Broad. 
Stiffler of Ohio theatre succeeds hii. 


Schram Adds One 
Canton, O., Oct. 31. 
Fred Schram, former lessee of the 
Lyric, Delta, now operating the Em- 
press in Whitehouse. 


G. L. Carmack of Findlay has ac- | Universal eastern district sales chief: 
guirea the Star, Blufiton, from its George Lynch and Lou Goldstein, cf 


| franchise holder, was honored at a 
|luncheon attended by 125 film men 


Jobn | 


|present Republic manager here. In 


Parhas. 

James H. Moore, Cleveland, pur- 
chased the Lincoln building, Colum- 
bus, from the Buckeve Bldg. & Loan 
Co. at a cost of $75,000. Building 
houses the 300-seat Lincoln theatre. 


Long Looks Set to Renew 
Mount Vernon, O., Oct. 31. 

A verbal agreement between 
trustees of the Knox County Memo- 
rial Bldg. and E. W. Long, indie, to 
renew Long’s lease on the Memorial 
theatre, has been announced. Long 
raised his bid from $3,000 to $3,600 
yearly. For the past five years he 
paid $2,400. 

In declaring to renew Long's lease, 
trustees ended a bitter controversy 
that began in July when the Schine 
circuit attempted to obtain the thea- 
tre with a bid of $3.750. At that 
time several civic and patriotic or- 
ganizations sponsored petitions ask- 
ing that the Long lease be continued. 
Schine, it had announced, would 
close the house if it obtained the 
lease, concentrating on its two other 
houses here. 


Bernie Mills Feted 


Albany, Oct. 31. 


Bernie Mills, former Republic 


here Monday (30). They presented 
him with a wrist watch. Speakers 
were Moe Silver, Warner Bros. dis- 
trict maneger in Albany and Buffalo 
districts: Lou H. Golding, Albany di- 
vision manager of Fabian circuit; 
Jack Berkowitz, of Buffalo, long 
Mills’ partner, and Arthur Newman, 
McCarthy, 


attendance were Frank 


i 


Ne 


THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


w York Theatres | 


Schine chain in Gloversville; Bill 
Smalley, Smalley circuit, 
town. 

Another shakeup in Warner Bros. 
theatres of Albany and Buffalo zones 
brought new managers to the Avon, 
Utica: Keeney, Elmira, and Haven, 
Olean. Arnold Stoltz came from 
Philadelphia zone to the Avon to 
replace Murray Lafayette, whom 
New York State Manager Moe Sil- 
ver shifted to Olean, vice Al Beck- 


erich. The latter resigned, as did 
Dec Westfall at Keeney. Ed Yarbor- 
ough, ex-RKO circuit man, took 


over Keeney. 
Guthrie's Invite 
Greenville, O., Oct. 31. 

J. ©. Guthrie, lessee and manager 
of the nearby Karolyn theatre, New 
London, has been invited by city 
council here to take over the audi- 
terium of the new $50,000 city hall 
as a cinema. Council members have 
arranged for the regular exhibition 
ef pictures on Thursday and Satur- 
day nighis. 


Steffes Framed 
Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 
Some ‘friends’ of W. A. Steffes, 
Twin City Variety club chief barker 
and Northwest Allied president, a 
practical joker himself, framed it so 
that Stefies would be called to jury 


‘duty and couldn’t get himself ex- 


cused. They didn't know that Steffes 
had made all arrangements to at- 
tend the Carnegie Tech-Notre Dame 


nual banquet in Pittsburgh last Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 

As result of the gag. Steffes was 
forced to forego the trip, although 
he already had purchased his foot- 
ball and banauet tickets. and he was 
plenty burned. It was the first time 
he has missed a Variety club ban- 
quet in Pittsburgh. 

Singles in Binghamton 

Buffalo, Oct. 31. 

All theatres in Binghamton are 
operating under single-feature pol- 
icv under mutual agreement. 
The Avon, Svracuse, when re- 
opened by Al Gilbert hit a new high 
in something or other—free admis- 
sions for everyone. 
Colonial, Niagara Falls, reopened 
under management of Jerry Harri- 


cury, Buffalo. 
Den Wright’s Berth 
Indianapolis, Oct. 31. 
The new Esquire, nabe, a unit of 
Cantor Neighborhood Theatres, will 
open Friday (3). House, formerly 
the Garrick, been given renovation 
job. Den Wright, for three years 
with Canior at Emerson and Rivoli, 
will manage. 
Casino, S. F., Sold 
Son Francisco, Oct. 31. 
Feter H. Markowitz, representing 
Jocal theatre syndicate, has pur- 
chased the Casino theatre property, 
on Ellis and Mason, here. Theatre 
wil) be refurnished and redecorated. 


Sicltz to Utica 
Utica, N. Y., Oct. 31. 

Arnold Stoltz, recently in charge 
of publicity for Atlantic City Steel 
Pier, succeeds Murray Lafayette as 
manager of the WB Avon here. 
leaves to take charge of two WB 
Olean theatres, 


Berth Selis House 


Milwaukee, Oct. 31. 
Fdwin L. Berth, for past 25 years 


The “DEAD END” KIDS 
“ON DRESS PARADE” 


Also IN PERSON 


K E M P AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


STRAND 256 


and 47th Sf. 


HELD OVER 


“JAMAICA INN” 


with CHARLES LAUGHTON 
UNITED RIVOLI 


AKTISTS 
Doors Cpen 9:30 A.M. 


Broadway 
at 49th St. 


MIDNITE SHOWS 


HELL OVER 


“DISPUTED IN PERSON 
PASSAGE” DICK 
with 
POROTHY LAMOUR POWELL 
AKIM TAMIKOFF Teddy Powell 
JOHN HOWARD and Band 


TIMES 


PARAMOUNT 


| 


BQUARE | ———— 


airy” MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVE 


“MR. SMITH GOES 
TO WASHINGTON” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Thursday 


Gary Cooper 
“THE REAL 


Last Times Today 
“Honeymoon 


” 
In Bali” GLORY 
In Pers 

Noble Siss!e & Orch. 

STROUD TWINS LOWE 
HARRIET HOCTOR | Others 


Doors open 10 A.M. 


|} operator of the Pastime, Kiel, re- 
| Jinquished the house to Eskin The- 
hatres, Inc. 


New owner will remodel. 
TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

‘Riders of the Pasco Basin’ is re- 
lease title for “Vigilante War’ at Uni- 
versal, 

‘Framed’ is 
versal’s ‘Trouble Is My 
Name.’ 

Columbia switched from ‘Street of 
Missing Women’ to ‘Cafe Hostess.’ 

‘No Power on Earth’ became ‘Big 
Guy’ at Universal. 

Universal changed “Test Driver’ to 
‘Danger on Wheels.’ 


new handle for Uni- 


2nd Big Week 

of M-G-M’s Hit! 
MICKEY 
ROONEY 


Broadway biet Street 


JUDY 
e GARLAND 


“in “BABES IN ARMS” 


Continuous from 16 a.m 
Poo. Prices, 25¢ to p.m. 


and 430m St ate Show 11:05 p.m. Nitely 


§Robert Donat in M-G-M’s 
GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson e@ 6th MONTH 


VIRGINIANS LOCATE 
Holiywood, Oct. 31. 

Headed by director Michael Curtiz, 
Warners’ ‘Virginia City’ troupe of 
200 players and technicians moved 
to Flagstaff, Ariz., yesterday Mion.) 
| to start shooting on location. 

Cast is topped by Errol! Flynn and 
| Miriam Hopkins. 


‘Under Western Skies’ became 
‘Westbound Stage’ at Monogram. 
Columbia made three changes: 


| ‘The Incredible Mr. Williams’ to ‘The 
| Amazing Mr. Williams’; ‘Passport to 
Happiness’ to ‘Music in My Heart,’ 
and ‘Renegade Law’ to ‘“Two-Fisted 
Ranger.’ 

‘The Night of Nights’ is release 
handle on ‘Happy Ending’ at Para- 
mount, 

‘The Outlaw’ went back to its 
Original title, ‘Vinegaroon,’ at Sam- 
uel Goldwyn. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Paramount purchased 

Wings,’ 
Beirne Lay, Jr. 

Samuel Goldwyn bought 


Henry King bought Beth Brown's 
Inovel, ‘Wedding Ring,’ 
‘tion at 20th-Fox. 


Coopers- 


football game and Variety club an- | 


son, formerly manager of the Mer- | 


After three years in Utica. Lafayette | 


Middle 


‘I Wanted | ter 
aviation yarn by Lieut.! finally is forced to sacrifice her small 


Maugham. 

Warners acquired film rights to 
FPolan Banks’ novel, 
Heights.’ 


nesday, November 1, 1939 


| 


Film Reviews 


Legion of Lost Flyers 


(Continued from page 14) 


way she follows Devine around, dog- 
like, produees welcome surcease 
from the large amount of fiving in- 
dulged, crashes, landings in 
weather, etc. The fiying becomes 
dreary and monotonous on occasion. 
Aside from the romance that de- 
velops at the far-nothern airport 
after Arlen gets there, the story is 
importantly concerned with the 
pilot’s efforts to clear himself of sus- 
picion in a crash in which several 
passengers perished. Arlen succeeds 
in washing himself of guilt in con- 
nection with the fatal mishap. Anna 
Nagel and Ona Munson, as sisters, 
are Alaskans, but it’s never explain- 
ed what they do, why they are there 
and where they live. Though the 
village is mentioned, it is never seen. 
Both appear to advantage, while 
lessers in the good-sized cast include 
William Lundigan, Guinn Williams 
and Theodor Von Eltz. Williams is 
not called upon fer any laughs. 
Christy Cabanne’s’ direction is 
fairly steady and satisfactorv but the 
crash that Arlen survives is unbe- 
lievable. The way Arlen lands a 
plane in a canyon‘and takes off from 
there is another highly implausible 
feature of the picture. Char, 


Ireland’s Border Line 
(TRISH-MADF) 


William Alexander release of Harry 
O'Donovan production.  Festures 
O'Dea, Directed by O' Donovan. At Hel- 


mont, N. Y., week Oct. 12. Running time, 
is, 


Myrette Morven 
©)’ COMMON. 6 1, HY, Mdwin 
..dtazel Jlughes 


Aihert Tyler. BON Watrington 
i Scutty Whelan... Jimmy Wildmar 


Jimmy O’Dea who gets in a string 
of laughs via his role of an itinerant 
job seeker who becomes involved in 
a jewel robbery. Cheaply 
with few interiors and those mostly 
devoid of any expensive productional 
touches, the film nevertheless is en- 
tertaining, despite its innocuous 
story. Can pass in Irish nabes. 
O'Dea gets tangled up with the 
thieves when their car stalls in the 
gateway and he fixes it. In the 
process his bag becomes mixed with 
| the valiseé containing the stolen 
j; jewels. Turns out that the two are 
respected but unsuspected residents 
living nearby where O'Dea setiles as 


a handy man at a pub. Rest of the! 


time is taken by the thieves trving 
to get their swag bag back without 
; putting him wise to its contents. 

| Unraveling of the whereabouts of | 
the thieves and the jewels is neatly | 
| dovetailed with the rivalry between 
; northern and southern Ireland, from 
| which the film draws its name. Cops 


both sides are determined to nab jease of Jtaleine Filu. 


the crooks. It’s furthered by hav-| 
|ing the daughter of the pub owner 
in love with a flatfoot of one faction, 


while her father is atiempting to 


force her to marry one from the 
other side of the line. 

| Once O'Dea gets wise to the 
i thieves’ identity ‘(they were. dis- 
guised) he schemes with the cop 


favored by the pub owner's daugh- 
ter to get ’em to the other side of the 
|line so the officer can nab ’em, get 
the glory and win the gal. 

| Film drags in spots but, by and 
jlarge, the direction keeping things 
moving at a neat pace throughout. 
| Photography average. Sound fairly 
good except for a few inside scenes 
| where acoustics bother. Perform- 
‘ances are all believable, 


| PICCOLO HOTEL 
| (‘Small Hetel’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


| 

| Rome, Oct. 19. 

| Artisi! Associat! release of Alfa produc- 
tion. Stars Kmma Grammatica. Directed 
by Perro Ballerini. Screenplay, Perro Bal- 
lerini, from story by Luigi Ricci: camera, 
| Ugo Tambardia. At the Barberini, Rome, 
Running time, 82 MINS, 
Cast: Emma Grammatica, Mino 4'Oro, 
| Nucci, Andrea Cheec!, Guido Ne- 
; tari, Luisella Beghi, Lola Braccini, Bianca 
Doria. 


| The 1939 Venice Bicnnial's 


first 
film to be shown to the public, ‘Pic- 
|colo Hotel,’ is fairly worthwhile. 
Moving at a slow clip, and lacking a 
| story with which to occupy its thor- 
oughly talented cast, ‘Hotel’ is not 
slated for any major triumphs here 
or abroad, though locally it should 
be a Satisfier. 

Perro Ballerini, who both adapted 
and directed, reverts to the hack- 
neyed ‘Grand Hotel’ method of tell- 
ing half a dozen stories. Incidents 
lack relationship and are too brief to 
build up interest. Principal charac- 
is the kind proprietoress who 


Budapest hostelry in order to pay 


‘MacIn- | off some dishonest debts incurred by 
tosh,’ South Sea tale by Somerset | her black-sheep son. 


as the Jand- 
performance, 


Emma Grammatica, 
lady, gives an A-l 


‘January | Among the boarders, Bianca Doria 


| stands out as a hysterical young girl, 
who, when she isn’t pulling hair with 


Lola 


Braccini exagge- 


bad ! 


Pert little Irish comedy built around | 


made, | 


rates her role as Miss Doria’s yn. 
sympathetic mother, Laura Nucci 
debuts as the siren who succumbs to 
the big bad wolf. There's a touch of 
John Garfield in Andrea Checci’s in- 
terpretation of the wayward son. 
Expert cutting and sometimes su- 
perb direction standout. Fhotog- 
raphy is above average. Hugo. 


La Noche de los Mayas 


(‘Night of the Mayas’) 
(IN SPANISH) 


Mexico City, Oct. 25, 

Mier release of FAMA production, 
Arturo de Cordoba, Estela linda, Tesh 
Corona and Aldas. Direction 
scenario by Chano Urueta; bosed on the 
novel of Antonio Mediz Bello; music, Core 


nello Cardenas; camera, Gilberto Figue- 
rera, At Cine Teatro Alameda, Mexico 
(ity, Running time: 96 MINS, 

Luis Aldss 
Lol’s Father..............Miguel A. Ferrig 


This film has lots to recommend 
itself to American audiences jinter- 
ested in one of America’s vanished 
civilizations, the Maya Indians. lt's 
a neatly done story of what hap- 
pened when a white man stumbled 
upon the jungle hamlet in Yucatan 
state, whose folk live much like 
their ancestors of 20 centuries ago, 

Settings are the McCoy: Real 
Yucatan jungles and ancient Mayan 
ruins. There is a pleasing sequence 
‘of an authentic Mayan fiesta. People 
(of the pic are not savages; though 
| jangleites, they have refinement and 
are good-looking. Cast is of high 
; order, photography and sound are 
good, and incidental music haunting, 

Arturo de Cordoba plays a young 
huntsman, who’s crazy about Estela 
Inda and she about him. Isabela 
Corona, as an appreniice’ witch, 
likes de Cordoba and is working to 
| get him to forget his first love, when 
along comes Luis Aldas, sceking 
|chicle concessions. Senorita Inda 
|and the white man fall hard for each 
other; there’s high scandal about 
their goings-on, fanned by the cun- 
ning Corona gal. Drought is making 
it tougher and tougher for the vil- 
lagers, and latter witches so well 
that the townsfolk burn her alive in 
an effective night sequence. 

Wrath of the town turns on Miss 
Inda: it is fimured that it won't rain 
| because she has sinned. De Cordoba 
man hunts Aldas in the juneles and 
kills him af the very time Miss Inda, 
fuided by her father and other head- 
men, reach the sacrificial well, down 
which the prettiest maidens were 
thrown in olden times when it didn’t 
rain. Deft twist at the end makes 
‘her lean into the well, a breath- 
taking plunge, dignified suicide in- 
Grahame, 


i stead of a sacrifice. 


BALLO AL CASTELLO 
(‘Ball at the Castile’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 
Rome, Oct. 13. 
\ 


Industrie Cinematographiche Jialiane ree 
Stars Alida allig 
feutures Antonia Centa, Carle Lombardi, 
Sandra Ravel. Directed by 
| Nenuteld. Screenplay by Carlo Della Posta; 
dialog, Oreste Biancoli; camera, Velcav 
| Vieh; dances Muara, Dousse; music, 
Kragnoa, At the Cinema Corso, Rome 
Running time, 95 MINS, 
Greta \lida Valli 
Tenente Paola Kuarinsky..... Antonio Centia 
Principe Giorgie......... Cavie Lombardi 
, Ballet Master Petrovich,.Giuseppe Pierozzi 
Principe Niceola...... Carruda De Cenzo 
| Se MO. LAWSON 666666066 Vasco Creti 
Directov of the Theutre Notrart 
Substitute Balle ki mine Olivie 


A harmless little fantasy charm- 
ingly directed and acted, ‘Ballo al 
Castello’ will catch on with those 
who would think about implausible 


Prince Charmings. Alida Valli’s 
wistful charm and elfin qualities 
gives the pic a b.o. boost. Film's 


possibilities are just for Italian audi- 
ences. 

Story unreels around a young bal- 
lerina, Greta Larsen (Miss Valli), 
who is unwittingly picked up by the 
Crown Prince and driven to her bal- 
let schoo]. Those who see her come 
to conclusions and just as she’s about 
to be put out of the ballet school for 
repeated tardiness she’s skyrocketed 
to the post of premiere danseuse. 
She’s pretty much crushed to find it 
isn’t on her own merit that she got 
the job, but because the ballet mas- 
ter thinks she’s the prince’s lady 
friend. But she determines to carry 
through the mistaken idea. The 
prince finally does take the tumble, 
needless to say. 

Carlo Lombardi, as the prince. !s 
dashing, and Antonio Centa, as his 
amorous” aide, pleasant. Sandra 
Ravel overplays the jilted ballerina, 
and Giuseppe Pierozzi injects plenty 
of boorish humor into his ballet- 
master role, 

Pageantry of mythical court Jife 
is well done, but ballet scenes are 
uninspiringly photographed. 

Huoo. 


| Pathe Labs on Const 


| Pathe Laboratories Co. is reported 
| negotiating for a new lab on the 
| Coast, fo supplant the present fa- 
— in Boundbrook, N. J. 
| Pathe top executives and attor- 
i'neys presently are in Hollywood at- 


produc- | her mother, is chasing after the hotel ‘tending to details of proposed new 
smoothie. 


plant. 
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RADIO 


VARIETY 


Package Deal for NBC Boxing 
Recalls Mutual Baseball Deal 


NBC is applying the package sees 
for station compensation as far as! 
boxing and other sporting events are | 
concerned. Effective Dec. 1, affili- | 
ates carrying the Adam Hats’ fights | 
will receive but a half hour’s com- 
pensation regardless of the time that 
the event consumes. Network here- 
tofore has been paying its stations 
full time up to the nearest five min- 


utes. 
Reason given by NBC for its new 
compensation policy is that it has 


been losing money on the Adam Hats | 
broadcasts. It had made the deal | 
on a half-hour basis, figuring that it | 
would at least break even. Some of | 
the fights have run as much as an) 
hour, while one extended to an hour 
and a quarter, and the network came 
to the conclusion that the only way 
out of this bad deal was to re- 
negotiate its contracts with the af- 
filiates. 

NBC's move recalls the criticism! 
that one of the major networks had 
Jeveled at Mutual when the latter | 
entered into package deal for the re- | 
cent World Series broadcasts with | 
Gillette and the Mutual stations. Lat- | | 
ter were paid on the basis of two | 
hours per day for the first two series | 
broadcasts, and nothing thereafter. 


WALTER WINDSOR 
SUES ON “MUSICO’ 


Chicago, Oct. 31 
Walter Windsor today (Tuesday) | 
filed suit in the Federal court for’ 


$200,000 damages and a permanent 
injunction against the further ex- 
ploitation over the air of the game, | 
*‘Musico.” Names in the action are | 
H. W. Kastor & Sons, WGN, Kroger | 
Baking Co., National Tea Stores and 
Clef, Inc, owner of the ‘Musico’ | 
program. 

Windsor claims that he showed the 


idea’ to the Kastor agency in the! 
summer of 1938 and that when ii 


came to the placement of the pro- 
gram he wasn’t in the picture. 
Windsor’s version was tagged, ‘Melo 
—Musical Bingo.’ 


WM. A. BRADY APPEALS | 


Carries ‘Way Down East’ Litigation 


to Next Court 


Williaim 
appeal to 


A. Reni filed notice of | 
the appellate division of 
the N. Y. supreme court from a su- 
preme court decision of June 23, 
dismissing his $250,000 action against 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc., the 
Bamberger sroadcasting Service, | 
Ine.. Mutual Broadcasting Service, 
and the Charles H. Phillips Chemi- | 
cal Co. Brady had charged the pla- | 
giarism of his play ‘Way Down Fast.’ | - 
acquired by him in 1897, in a radio 
dramatization of the same title pre- | 


sented over WOR and called a se- | 
quel to ‘Way Down East.’ 

In his complaint, Brady makes 
mention of having sold the silent | 
right to D. W. Griffth for $175,000, 
the sound rights to Rural Pictures 


Corp. for $50,000, and having licensed 
one radio presentation for $750. 


‘Trouble With Marriage’ 
Lines Up Its Players 
@shicago, Oct. 3l. 
‘The Trouble With Marriage’ serial 


for Procter & Gamble’s Oxydol 
the NBC blue at 11 am. will 


| eration 
| 
| 


dramatize 


|} conditions they’re 


| ager. 
| Williamson, 


| at 


| year 


}is now 


Quiz Kiting 

Quiz programs are now so nu- 
merous that the producers can’t 
keep track of their competitors. 
This has made it possible for lis- 
teners to jot down particularly 
good questions used on one show 
and shoot them by special de- 
livery to another program and, 
in quite a few cases, set paid $5 
or $10 for the already-used 
stumper, 

One quiz-master 
three questions from 
previous broadcast. 


DUCKS 
WAR RADIO 


back 
own 


got 
his 


Time’ radio series will be 
from the air in the United States 
during the period of war. 

of the problem of 
ganda coloring news sources and the 


+ 


| 


| 
| 


| or less 
| Facing what they 
threat to Mutual's prestig 
| existence, 


TWAL 
ARE 


President’s Son Advanced 
Plan to Hill Blackett for 
Creation of Special Net- 
work to Carry Two Hours 
of Serials Nightly 


GOES AHEAD ANYHOW 


Chicago, Oct. 3 
Elliott Roosevelt almost ‘took over 


‘the Mutual network last week more 


| setback, has since taken a new 


without the latter’s consent. 
recognized as a 
if not 
Fred Weber and other 
Mutual figures moved fast to stymie 
the President’s son. Thev succeeded 
but Roosevelt, undiscouraged by the 
tact 
and is still out to be the head man 


| of a coast-to-coast network. 
It is probable that ‘The March of | 


absent | 


Consid- | 
propa- | 


increased sensitivity of the public to | 


emotional connotations implicit in 
2d news are involved, 
not conclusive since both Time maga- 
zine and Life are currently well be- 
yond their guaranteed circulations 
and not seeking more readers. 

Publishers are of the opinion that 
with neither a need for sales pro- 
motion nor favorable production 
smarter to take a 
rain check. 


Bill Williamson to Jones; 


Cincinnati, Oct. 31 

Herman E. Fast, WKRC 
for the past five years, was appointed 
sales manager of the station Friday 
(27) by Bill Schudt, general man- 
Fast succeeds William J. 


June, 1937, 
Raiph H. Jones agency here 

Williamson, who was with 
Sales in Chicago prior to coming to 
Cincy, was expected to rejoin 
ter in New York due to the sale of 
WKRC to 


! as part of recent WCKY-CBS deal. 


sill Schudt himself is continuing 
the helm of WKRC pending its! 
transfer. His future assignment with 
CBS has not as vet been decided. 
With the move-up of Fast, Schudt 
also appointed James M. Patt tu the 
WKRC sales staff. For almost a 
Patt was director of 
events for the station. 


General Rearranging of NBC Skeds 


the result of a time swap with 


As 
Sterling Products, & Gamble 


able to realign the broadcast 


Procter 


lcchedule of its daytime serials on 
| NBC, so as to concentrate all but two 
of them in the morning. stretch. 


CBS to the 
purpose, 


salesman | 


| WG N, Chicago, 
who held the post since | 
and resigned to join the | 


but | 


Hill Blackett was the mainspring 
of Roosevelt’s first promotional idea 


The latter nurses a peeve against 
NBC and CBS for their recent 
adoption of transcription policies 


that hamper Blackett-Sample-Hum- 

mert desires. 
The situation 

slightly sardonic 


sorts 
in 


has all 


sidelightis that 


| Hill Blackett is Republican National 


| nois: 
'coach of Alf Landon, 


| dent’s son would, by 
| liant plan, 


Committeeman for the State of Illi- 
that Kirby Hawkes, once voice 
was present at 
some of the huddles; and the Presi- 
his boldly bril- 
have opened the path to 


| himself becoming one of the dynamic 
| figures of broadcasting itself. 


Following the failure of the plan 


to go through due to many com- 


| plicating factors, Mutual has under- 


Fast, Patt Shift at WKRC 


taken to salvage the time-booking 
proposition which Roosevelt tried to 
sell to the Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency last week. ‘The task 
facing Mutual is to furnish B-S-H 
with a hookup of around 115 sta- 
tions, including WOR, Newark, and 
which would devote 
week 


a two-hour strip five nights a 
to the broadcasting of eight 


| secutive serials. 


lat- | 


Radio | 


Weber Brought Ia 
Roosevelt had offered to organize, 
on his own, an independent network 
of like proportions for this same 
His idea was sidetracked 


only as the result of nies ac- 


| to Chicago for a conference w 


special | 


| 


Mutual 
had calied 
ith the 
contended 
why the 

be 
then 


tion by a group of import 
affiliates whom Roosevelt 
agency. These affiliates 
that there was no reason 
present Mutual setup couldn't 
used for the same project and 
(Continued on page 24) 


of 


‘AFRA Not Licensing Talent 
Agents, an Eventual Ambition 
Barred by Present Network Pact 


‘Doghouse’ Catches On 


Part of the Brown & William- 
son program, ‘Uncle Walter’s 
Doghouse’ deals comically with 
wives who punish their husbands 
by installing and keeping them 
in the canine shed. Coincident- 
ally a much-quoted maxim on 
the same theme has been going 
the rounds of stag circles in the 
U.S.A. concerning the conse- 
quences of such wifely strategy. 

It’s an unusual development 
but contributing much to the 
word-of-mouth the program is 
now enjoying. 


INSURANCE 
SUIT VS. WHOM 


Reports that the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists contemplated 
the licensing of agents in the radio 
field appear to be without founda- 
tion. The stories emanated from the 
Coast and presumably the franchis- 
ing would be begun there. How- 
ever, in New York, that is also said 
to be untrue. Figured the belief 
that the union planned such action 
sprung from the fact that the Screen 
Actors Guild, AFRA affiliate, is 
about to issue licenses to agents. 

Although AFRA does figure on 
handling the agent situation ulti- 
mately, it cannot do anything in 
that direction for at least a couple 
of years. Reason is that its hands 
are tied by its sustaining contract 
with the networks, which contains 
a clause specifically barring any 
steps or regulations affecting the 
broadcasting companies’ artist bu- 
reaus, Since AFRA could hardly 
discriminate against the other agents 
and let the network artist bureaus 
operate unhampered, it must wait 
for the expiration of the sustaining 
contract. The networks operate their 
artist bureaus on the Coast as well 
as in the east, so the situation ap- 
plies there also. 

An Ambition 


There is little doubt that the radio 
union will try to assume regulation 
of the agents when the present con- 
tract expires. In fact that is one of 
the expressed aims of the officials 
and membership. But the one effort 


The Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. filed a $250,000 suit in the N. Y. 
federal court Monday (30), against 
the New Jersey Broadcasting Corp., 
claiming libel. Defendant operates 
station WHOM, and the alleged libel 
occurred between Jan. 1, 1939,- 
Aug. 29. 

It is asserted 
which contains 
each seeking $25,000, 


in the complaint, 
10 causes of action, 
that the radio 


station broadcast some 40 times|to deal with the situation under the 
weekly, by means of electrical | existing code was blocked by NBC 
transcriptions in Italian, informa-| when it won an arbitration case for 
tion concerning insurance com-| the right to charge commissions on 
panies, and more particularily the | minimum fees. The code states that 
plaintiff, which were false. all minimum fees must be net, but 


| the network won the verdict on the 
ground that statement was contrary 


Among some of the charges were, 
that it is better to invest in stocks 


and lotteries than in endowment | to the understanding of both parties. 
policies. The plaintiff company 
was also accused of circulating a} 


pamphlet, containing slander, ac-| 


cording to the broadcasts. 


Mrs. Geerge Kaufman’s 
Radio Script Build 


Two Cast Ch tn é 
ee For Zasu Pitts’ Humor 


Ivory’s ‘Mary Marlin 

Karl Weber has replaced Bob 
mr “a and Fern Persons replaced Ruthrauff & Ryan is auditioning a 
Betty Lou Gerson in ‘The Story of | 24ytime serial, scripted by Beatrice 
Mary Marlin’ (Ivory) on NBC. (Mrs. George S.) Kaufman and star- 

Other roles now written out in-| Ting Zasu Pitts. Understood the 
clude those formerly or intermittent- | 4&¢ncy has several clients mulling it, 
ly played by Frank Pacelli, Cliff but nothing imminent. Herschel Wil- 
Soubier, Herbert Butterfield, Dolores | 1!ams is working with Mrs. Kaufman 
Gitlen, Helen Behmiller, Butler OM it 
Mandeville, Betty Ito, Helen Van/| _ Script is said to deal with a plain- 


Howard Hoffman. tive heroine who considers herself 


Tile, 
still engaged to a man she last saw 


18 years ago and who gets fired from 
a beauty shop because she can’t iell 
a lie when the customers ask if they 


don’t need expensive facial treat- 
ments. Several installments have 
been recorded for auditioning. 
> p yp e S 7 l » Mrs. Kaufman collaborated on one 
{5 AG an d Ster li ng Swap po S | produced play and has written sev- 
|eral books. She was formerly east- 
: ; | oo story editor for Samuel Gold- 
p.m. segment of the red are ‘Vir yndtwhich become effective on NBC wyn. 
Man I Married (Oxydol) 
NBC affiliates complain that thep 10-10:15 a.m. | 
scheduled juggling involved in the Road of Life (Chipso) SEEKS CHOICE SPOT 
|P. & G. reallignment is proving aj 11:15-11:30 a.m. 
headache. They not only have to 


on | Through the shift, which becomes ef- 


be | 


fective Monday, Nov. 13, P. & G. also 


| shift s 


pot or local programs that oc- 


/cupy some of the newly requisitioned 


written by Aline Ballard. Dan Don-| <o1-e5 the current dilemma of hav- | 


aldson will spiel. 

Cast now set: Mary Patton, 
ley Harris, Frances Dale, Janet Lo- 
gan, Burton Wright. 


Jim Ameche Restored 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Jim Ameche gets back the Wood- | 
after | 


bury Playhouse series Nov. 15 


Herbert Marshall ends his seven- | 
brogram commitment. 


_Ameche worked the summer 
sion, 


Stan- | 
| another for 
| 


tinuity 


| de 


ing one P. & G. 
an audience. 
Sterling Products benefit from the 


| deal by likewise getting a closer con- 
‘Young Wid-, 


of its serials. 
r Brown’ and ‘Lorenzo Jones,’ now 
running from 11.15 to 11.45 a.m. are 
being switched to the 4.30-5 p.m. 
| period, or immediately following 
‘Backstage Wife’ and ‘Stella Dallas,’ 
‘Brown’ and ‘Jones’ retain their same 
red network hookups, with Sterling 


| Products having the 4 to 5 p.m. span 


serials 


4.40-5 


The P. & G. 


ntlyv the 


itself. 
Curre 


all to 
which 


occup 


show competing with | 


periods but are faced with the proh- 


lem of respotting chainbreak an- 
‘'nouncements. Certain breaks had 


been stipulated by the announcement 


| buyers because of the ratings of cer- 


tain of these morning or afternoon 
network commercials, and if the 
chainbreak announcement is to move 
along with the network show it 
means getting another chainbreak 


buyer to consent to having his own 


| F low 


announcement switched elsewhere. 
No time change is contemplated 
for P. & G.’s four serials on CBS 
which runs from 1 to 2 p.m. EST. 
is the P. & CG. schedules 


Ing 


| 


DuPont will return its ‘Cavalcade 
of America’ as soon as it has picked 
a Satisfactory evening half-hour on 
either CBS or NBC. It will make 


11:30-11:45 a.m. 
(Naptha) 


Guiding Light 


| 

| 

Against the Stormy (vory) | 

11:45-12 noon! 


12:15-12:30 p.m.; the fifih year for the series. 
| Vie and Sade (Crisco)...3:45-4 p.m B.B.D. & O. is the agency. 
Midsiream (Teel)..... 5:15-5:30 p.m — 
BLUE NETWORK 
Life Can Be Beautiful (Ivory) Lunts on Campbell 
Right to Happiness (Crisco) 
10: 15-10:30-a.m. Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
Mory Marlin (Ivory).. who have not been on the radio 
10:30-10:45 a.m. heretofore, will appear Dec. 17 on 
Pepper Young's Family (Camay) | the Orson Welles-Campbell program 
Trouble With Marriage (Oxydol) Will use George Bernard Shaw's 
Tee 11-11:15 p.m.! ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 


| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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OKLAHOMA 


CITY: FUL 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 31. 

Oklahoma City is one of those urban ane in the Great 
Piains portion of the U. S. where trade, distribution and 
culture come to a focal point. No additional amount of de- 
scription or statistics can improve on that marketing con- 
cept. Oklahoma City is wholly and thoroughly an island of 
men in a sea of wheat and cotton and livestock There isn't 
much manufacturing, barely one-quarter of the population 
being engaged in that occupation. But there is a lot of dis- 


tribution. a lot of wholesaling, and a lot of retailing. There 
is also oil; but oil is an old story here ‘and one whose 


vylamour has long since gone through the w ringer). The 
people in Oklahoma City read livestock reports as carefully 
as they read the weather. They don't read and talk much 
bout oil, and the Chamber of Commerce is glad of it. 

Because of its insular importance, Oklahoma City got some 
yadio stations early in radio’s history. As usually is the 
case, one station invited competitors which in turn invited 
youre competitors—a ring-around-the-rosy which wound up 
in a total of four stations for a city with barely 200,000 popu- 
lation, That's plenty of stations. In fact. it’s enough to 
cause some pretty lively activity of a sort which is uniquely 
interesting. 


TOPS DALLAS BY VIRTUE OF 
SALES PROMOTION MARGIN 


To appreciate this unique to-do, it must be remembered 
that Oklahoma City hasn't a single high-wattage station, nor 
one even beyond the regional-power class; 5,000 watts is tops 
here. And yet—in the face of the time buyer’s yen for 
wattage—Oklahoma City does over $250,000 of national spot 
business per year, which is more than Dallas does with two 
50,000-watters. The answer reduces itself to this: The sta- 
tions here promoie themselves: they toot their own horns and 
their favorite is the tuba. Coming from a trade journal, that 
statement offhand smacks of commercial collusion. And yet 
ihe facts speak for themselves. No 50,000-watters—no reason 
for them—no applications for them—and yet Oklahoma City 
in 1987 licked every other station in its area—including 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio—in national 
How 


There's a nine-piece house band, showeased in a ‘Cameos of 
Melody’ stanza fed to NBC and ‘Reminiscing in Rhythm,’ a 
period of familiar music. Market reports get considerable 
emphasis, being aired thrice daily. Aunt Susan (Mrs, 
Adams) heads the cooking school holding forth from a re- 
splendent new kitchen in the WKY setup. Hillbillies include 
the Anderson Prichard Swingbillies and the Roughriders 
(union musicians, but working under special scale), Ken 
Wright is organist, and Lee Norton is vocalist. By way of 
dramatic fare, two shows—scripted by Abodaher—are aired, 
One is the ‘WKY Variety Theatre’ and the other is an ‘Un- 
solved Mys’eries’ stanza (precisely what its name suggests), 
which gets about 200 letters per week. Football, broadcast 
sustaining. is spieled by John Shafer, with Grubb giving the 
cclor. University and civie tie-ins are sufficient. 


RELATIVELY NEW MANAGEMENTS 
AT HELM OF KOMA, KTOK, KOCY 


KOMA, an oldtimer dating back to 1923, is the fighting 
newcomer in the web picture here. ‘Newcomer’ may appro- 
priately be tagged to this oldie, for only about a year ago 
Hearst sold the station to the Griffin interests (KTUL, Tulsa, 
and wholesale and food business). <A picture of the pro- 
gressive value of this property may be obtained from the sale 
prices variously placed on this station: originally worth 
$75,000, it was sold to Hearst for $225,000; and Hearst in turn 
sold it to Griffin for $315,000. Neal Barrett (who once man- 
aged the station for his uncle before Hearst bought it) is 
currently the No. 1 man. He’s been in radio since 1927, 
originally having started in San Antonio as sports spieler 
and lecturer. 

KOMA is avowedly trying to operate along th: lines of 
CBS owned-and-operated stations. That means, in short, 
plenty of promotion and alert salesmanship and program- 
ming. Barrett has a good siudio setup, and a big staff, num- 
bering 43 overall. Business is divided as follows: 45% net- 
work; 35% local, and 20% national spot (a good, healthy 
division). Commercial duties are handled by Jack Howell, 
formerly KRLD, Dallas, and the Texas State Network. Wil- 
bur Lukenbill has been program director for the past four 


ORCHESTRA 


under the ownership of the Plaza Court Broadcasting Co—a 
trio comprised of Charles Edward Johnson (lawyer), M. §, 
McEldowney (contractor), and John Thomas (busines: man), 
Persistent local rumors that WKY largely owns KOCY are 
unfounded. The closest that the Gaylord (WKY) interests 
come to having a part in KOCY is that Gaylord owns some 
of the real estate in which the plant is housed, Any other 
interests appear to be negligible or non-existant. 


Matt Bonebrake, once commercial manager of WKY, ig 
chief executive here, while Marvin Krause, also ex-WKY, 
handles programming. KOCY is a true exponent of the 
sports-music-news formula and is aimed directly at local 
business. The station operating policies are direct, simple, 
and cagey. They amount to this: put on good transcribed 
musie every time a competitor is running drama (especially 
daytime serials), This formula, of course, is surefire. KOCY 
additionally carries the bail games in summer—with Ted 
Andrews announcing—and airs news every hour on the 
hour. Community fare gets lots of emphasis, and so do such 
high-class stanzas as lectures by Dr. Alice Sower. (parent- 
child problems), and programs engineered by the various 
schools. Dolores Fuller gives a ‘Women in the News’ series, 
and there's a morning musical clock handled by Lou Hart- 
man. Hillbilly music is ‘sed, but rather sparingly. 

Commercial managership is under the eye of Sammy Jones. 

In passing, it may be remarked of Oklahoma City that the 
department stores do some advertising, generally using an- 


nouncemenis, 

Rristol-Myecs (Minit Rub) Young & Rubicam® 
Custodian Tofletries. H, W. WNastor® 


Dr. Caldwell.. 


spot dollar volume, rates and wattage notwithstanding. 
That made the difference between 


was it done? Promotion. 
amediocre and good business. 
Prime exponent of this 


barrage of singular scope. 
for the city, 
other stations 
management and operation). 
town is, or gets to be, a bigshot. 


City Times and Oklahoman), 
Affiliated with the NBC Red, 
and is brimming with business. 


chandising is carried on, and a sensible rate 
sake of simplicity, has only three time- 


The latter, for the 


classifications nationally and two locally. 
minimum of frills; WKY benefits heftily by the prestige of its 
parent papers and by their public relations 


the area. 


Edgar T. Bell, secretary-treasurer, is head of WKY, bridg- 
ing over into this capacity from his newspaper niche. 
station direction is carried on by Gayle V. Grubb, a WKY 
Bob Chapman is 
manager, and Allan Clark, onetime arranger for Phil Harris’ 
Jim Cox is publicity director 
(an esoteric young man who has written monographs on 
also promotion manager 


man of 11 years’ standing. 


orchestra, is musical director. 


military tactics). Jim Meyerson, 


for the papers, handles the WKY ammunition, and a 
job it is (now being copied in whole or part by several other 


stations). 


Programming is under the care of Naiph Abodaher, here 


about a year after a stretch at WLW 


drama stand out best in the free spots left for WKY local 
programming, with | a slight nod in the direction of hillbillies. 


Apple Growers, 
War Losers, to 


Use US. Radio 


Seattle, Oct. 31. 

Owing to war in Europe cramping | 
export of Washington State apples, J. 
Walter Thompson agency is turning 
to the American market and is plot- | 


ting a radio schedule in effort to} 
push sales. Agency expects coop-| 


eration of some 150,000 dealers. 
Proposed campaign will be nation- 
wide and consist mostly of spot an- 
nouncements. Norton W. Mogge, | 
Pacific Northwest manager of agency | 
said advertising boost for apples will 
be one of the most outstanding ex- | 
periments in fresh fruit advertising. | 
Britain in particular has always 


taken large cargoes of apples from | 


this sector as well as from Canada. 


Parks with Rockwell 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

James Parks, formerly with the 
William Morris office, has joined the 
Rockwell General Amusement agency 
in charge of local radio department. 

After leaving the Morris agency 
Parks had been in the radio division 
of the Gardner advertising agency in 
St. Louis, 


promotional 
torically been the Oklahoma Publishing Co., 
ballyhooed WKY has entrenched itself ° 
This activity has set the keynote 
and will undoubtedly evoke a refrain from the 
(all ofgwhich are currently under quite new 
A promotion manager in this 
He represents the margin 
of difference between Oklahoma City, as a big moneymaker, 
and Oklahoma City as just another radio burg. 
WKY, owned by the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 
is the oldest 
it is housed in a big, new plant 
A sensible amount cf mer- 


manager. 
activity has his- 
whose well- 
ehina a promotional 


«Oklahoma 
station in town. 
ment. 


card is the rule. 
Operated with a 


work throughout 


Actual 


commercial 


bang-up 


and WJR. Musie and 


forms variously thereafter. 
spotted strategically. 
rine Cunningham takes care of home economics. 
farmers and civic events are carried on regularly. 
tet, remote from Oklahoma A. & M. College, and a quiz show Pres 
are also prominent on the schedule. 

KTOK is another oldie recently acquired by new manage- 
Originally launched in 
Hough’s control about two years ago. 
NBC Blue, Mutual, 


"927, 


and 


years, and Bill Anderson, previously with KNX, is promotion 
The latier’s activities include bulletins to various PF’ 
classes of retailers and letters to sponsors and agencies. Mer- i 
chandising policies are devised in imitation of CBS. 
Programming is along variety lines. 
ducted by Roger King and John Rogers, heads off the day. 
Paul Christianson batons a nine-piece house-band which per- : 
Livestock reports and news are General Mills 


A musical clock, con- 


Bob Duren spiels sports, while Cathe- 


it came under Harold 
It’s affiliated with the 
the Oklahoma Network. 
this trio the bulk of the program time is well occupied. 
the chain schedule is not being aired, 
and spot-interest siuff are put on. 


special events, news, 
Hillbillies are out, though 


Dr. Hess & Car 


Ex-Lax.. .. 
COME. 
Firestone... 
Ford Motor. 
reneral Mills 


Gold Tip 
Wooing of 
A quar- 


t-Thomes.. 
Golden Peacock 
at Western Sugsr 


Promo-Quinine., 


Goars 


Grove'’e 


Between Lea & Perrins 
When Los Angeles 
Ludens. 
Mantle 
Menthol 


Jap (White K 
Lamp. 
ALUM. craves 
stern Ye: 


a Saturday night barn dance with fiddle bands (somewhat Stern 
ala WLS) is run from 9:30-10:30., Postal Telegraph.......--. 
Ken Douglass manages KTOK. been here a year afier 
six years of WBAP duties. Tom Johnson is commercial man- Penick & Pord....eceeeee 
ager and Harold Shreve is program director. ag 
KTOK is making a heavy drive for local and national spot Perr Paul 
business. Merchandising is intended to play u. strong part Reid Murdoch.... 
in this campaign. Talks and letters to dealers, posters, etc., n ni 
are part of this rigmarole. The station also buys about 2,000 Sterling Insurance 
inches of space annually in the local shopping news. Addi- 
tional local good-will is being cultivated by remotes to the Stan: 
capital, Oklahoma University, high schools, and municipal Stud baker 
auditorium. Civic stunts—ineluding radio classes for high 
schools—get more than a fair amount of time. 
KOCY makes still a third station whose management is Winehargers 
new, although its lifetime is old ‘(dating to 1925). Once —.. 


Young & 


Joins Talent Agency 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Talent buyer Clare Olmstead has 


| joined the A & S Lyons Coast radio 
| department. 
| percentery from Young & Rubicam. 


He's third to shift to 


Others were Don Stauffer and Bill 


Stuhler. 


| 
| AL BORDE’S CBS DEAL 


Chicago Agent Will Represent Co- | 
lumbia Artists, Inc. 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Chicago talent agent, 
deal with Columbia 
whereby he will rep- 


Al Borde, 
has closed a 
Artists, Inc., 


|resent CBS artists in Chicago and 


the adjacent midwest. He will con- 
fine his efforts to booking tal- 
| ent for theatre personal appearances 
and cafes, which assignment links 
him with ‘Jack Birtell, the bureau’s 
personal appearance manager in that 
territory. 

Connection will not mean Borde’s 
withdrawal from his own agency 
business. He will continue to han- 
dle his own list of talent and shows. 
Borde is exclusive booker for sev- 
eral top midwest cafes and is per- 
sonal manager of several attrac- 
tions, 


Junior Watson in Vermont 
Loren P. Watson, Jr., is now con- 
tinuity director of WNBX, Spring- 
field, Vt. 
He was formerly program direc- 
tor of WFAS, White Plains, N. Y. 


owned by a | church, 


| 
| 


| exploitation 


ination Contented 


| WTMJ in M 


| 


the station less 


WISN, Milwaukee, Bids 
Pubiic Tune in WIMJ 


To Please Erwin-Wasey. 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Erwin-Wasey agency put over an 
tie-up in Milwaukee 
(Monday) when the Car- 
program on 
saluted Milwaukee and Wisconsin. 
Though this program is regularly on 
lwaukee, the rival WISN 
station sent out invitations to listen- 
ers to tune in WTMJ for this tribute 
program. 

Erwin-Masey asked all other 
tions in Milwaukee to cooperate in 
this manner but only Gaston Grignon, 
general manager of WISN, actually 
went down the line in this manner 
by asking its friends not to listen to 


yesterday 


WISN at that time but to dial into | 


WTMJ. 
Next city will be Nashville. 


‘Experience’ Ends Dec. 22 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
‘Voice of Experience’ (Sayle Tay- 
lor) is washing up his three-year 
radio association with the Lydia 
Pinkham account on Dec. 22. 
Sponsor trouble reported reason 
for termination. 


Warren Sweeney, chief announcer 
at WJSV, Washington, joins CBS 
New York staff this week. 


sta- | 


than two years ago came 


| 


| November. 


iday (5): 
ay (5); 


fix mi inutes. 


As He Quits Old Gold 


Bob Benchley, who winds up with 
Old Gold (NBC) Noy. 14, is set to 
do three guest appearances during 
Meanwhile he is work- 
ing with CBS on the building of a 
new package show starring himself. 

The guest spots consist of ‘Pur- 
suit of Happiness’ (CBS), this Sun- 
‘Information, Please’ (NBC), 
Nov. 21: and Gulif’s Screen Guild 
show (CBS), Nov. 25. 


WQXR RECAPITALIZES 


Increases Stock Structure to Finance 
Expansion 


Albany, Oct. 31. 

Inierstate Broadcasting Co., Inc.. 
which operates WQXR, N. Y., has 
increased its capital stock from 2.000 
shares, 1,000 shares at $50 par value 
and 1,000 shares at no par value 
to 2,530 shares, 
to have a par value of $50 and the 
rest no par value, 

Papers to this effect have been 
filed with the secretary of state by 
Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin. 


Covers Expansion 

Ralph Colin, of the above law 
firm (which also represents CBS), 
explained that the purpose of the 
capital reorganization was merely to 
allow for additional money to cover 
contemplated technical expansions. 
The station is due to go to 5,000 
watts. 


Imperial S BAT. 
nterstate ¢ otton ray 
Tronized Yeast 

Lever Bros.’ Spry..... 


1,000 of which are| 


Benton & Row les® 


sweeney & James 
MeCann-Erickson® 

Spot Broadcasting® 


.. Knox Reeves 
ket is Sample- Hummert 


R. J. Potts® 
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Trac cy-L iwson 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
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Music Occupies 
Attention Of 
Broadcasters 


Executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians, which 
goes into session in New York to- 
day (Wednesday), is slated to take 
up the matter of negotiating a re- 
newal of contract with the broad- 
casting industry. The present two- 
year agreement expires Jan, 18. 

The executive committee of In- 
dependent Radio Network Affiliates 
also meets in New York today 
(Wednesday) and there is a possi- 
bility that during its stay its spokes- 
men will contact the AFM’s execu- 
tive board. Purpose of the IRNA 
gathering is to lay the groundwork 
for the negotiations with the AFM. 

Still a third session this week in- 
volving radio is that of the NAB’s 
board of directors, which got to- 
gether yesterday (Tuesday) for a 
two-day discussion of its Broadcast 
Music, Inc., project. The same board 
is due in Chicago tomorrow ‘Thurs- 
day) for a meeting on the industry 
code. At this meeting it will accept 
Elliott Roosevelt’s resignation as a 
| member of the association. 


| 
| | 
| 
~~ 
| 
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Sroadcasters catering to rural audiences are nearly unanimous in 
declaring that a friendly informal stwle of speech over the air is 
absolutely essential as a first step to popularitv. The farmer likes 
an easy-going, non-pretentious announcer and entertainers of similar 
stripe. But—this is notable—manyv farm broadcasters caution 
against overdoing the homefolksy stuif. The minute it becomes de- 
liberate hokum, the farmers smell the phoney touch and resent it. 
It appears that in many sections the sodbusters dislike hillbilly 


A universal accent on farm information is reported. Some of the. 


comment of station men is reproduced below : 


Craig Lawrence Markets should be broadeast as soon 


Commercial Manager 


¢ as possible. They don’t care for fu- 
KRNT-KSO, Des Moines ‘ 


tures markets, however. They want 
today’s cash price of wheat. corn, 


‘In servicing the farmer, there are eggs, butter, ete. IT IS 


five chief factors to consider as I ~REMELY IMPORTANT that the 
see it. (1) reaching the farm men,| weather and market broadcasts 20 
(2) reaching the farm women, (3)! on at exactly the SAME TIME each 
daytime service, (4) nighttime serv-| q,,° 

ica, (5% personal service over and 
bevond the broadcasting. 

‘Of course, there are a good many 
progvams that appeal to both farm 
men and farm women and a good. 
many times during the early morn- 
ing, noon and evening when they 
both listen together. However, the | 
farm man wants news, he wants 
sports, strangely enough; he wants | 
farm information such as weather 
reports, temperature reports and 
general educational informa- 
tion and wants all of these over and 
above the entertainment which the 
radio station has to offer. I said 
‘sports, strangely enough,’ because I 
think that a lot of radio stations 
overlook the farmer’s interest in 
sports and athletics. Our newspaper 
discovered it quite some time ago in 
one of their surveys when they were 
checking up on reasons why people 
bought the Des Moines Register. of our small stations are located in 

‘They had quite an exhaustive — pretty well populated smaller metro- 
id made among people in different | politan centers. That is about the 
lines of work = and professions. 

Among the farmers, the chief reason 

for buying the Register was not the 
farm page or the markets or the 
pictures or the comics, but the com- 
plete sport section. 

‘In serving the farm women, I be- 
lieve that we have a somewhat sim- 
pler job than we have in serving the 
farm men. This is due to the fact 
that farm women like the same type 
of shows in the daytime, namely the 
serial stories and script programs 
but also do like some old-time music 
and hymns worked in with it. We Ga 
believe that they don’t like a solid eee: 

and faculty participate. 
diet of daytime script shows but ap- bave 15 
preciate a variety in which the bulk on in: which 
might be the seript shows but Mississippi talent taken from this 
broken with good music of the old- 
favorite popular type. ‘5. We have a weekly program for 

Pe the unemployed department for this 

Charles Stookey entire section of the state covering 
110 localities. 

Director of Agriculture ‘6h. We have an Open Forum pe- 

KMOX, St. Louis riod in which we permit without 

‘ charge speakers for all parts of this 

In my opinion, a farm radio sta- | grea. 
tion should:— ‘7. We have a full United Press 

‘l. Be friendly. Announcers should Teletype News Service and give this 
be themselves and not assume a role jocality as good a news service as 
on the air. However, the friends-| any City you have in the United 
and-neighbors business should not. States 
be overdone. ‘8. We are going to have daily 

‘2. Not be corny or rube style.) and weekly programs by remote con- 
Farmers that listen to the radio are trol for 8 different communities in 
not hicks. Many of them have col-. this section of the State. Our first 
lege degrees, and most of them are) programs will be from Magnolia, 7 


Howard A. Miller 


General Manager 
WGIL, Galesburg, IU. 

‘A farm station should broadcast 
a variety of markets every day and 
disseminate news and information to 
This should be done 


which would show the most con- 
venient listening time for the 
farmers.’ 


George Blumenstock 
General Manager. 
WSKB, McComb, Miss. 
‘Outside of WLS, Chicago, I did 
not know that there was such a 


‘Although we have been on the 
air only a few weeks we already 


excellent community programs such 
as: 


isters, together with visiting minis- 
ters from nearby towns. 

‘2. We have a special program for 
our Health Center in which health 
talks are given. 


‘3. We have a High School pro- 


at least high school graduates. miles away. and Brookhaven, which 
‘3. Have a variety musical pro- is 24 miles away. 
gram So-called ‘hillbilly’ music ‘We are very careful in the selec- 


throughout the day does not make a_ tion of our advertising and take very 
farm station. Farmers’ tastes in little medical advertising; and keep 
music are no different than those of) our copy clean.’ 

his city cousin, except that more of 
his city cousins may be educated to 
appreciate opera and the classics. 

‘4. The day’s program should carry 
nationally known big name_ pro- 
grams if network service is avail- 
able. Many farmers in the past have ‘The first things necessarv to a 
expressed dissatisfaction with chain farm station are a sincere attitude 
radio. However, today they'll be) toward the worth of the service it is 
found discussing last night’s Lux performing, a_ friendliness towards 
Radio Theatre or Town Hall pro-_ its listeners that can’t be found on 
Stam, same as other folks do. any other type station, a pride in 

a Maintain a complete news. the plain and real things that go on 

in the communities it embraces, and 

a eenuine desire on the part of the 

station to be of service to the people 

it reaches, particularly those who 

are plain, country, farm people who 
(Continued on page 47) 


Clair B. Hull 


Manager, 


WDZ, Tuscola, Il. 


weather and market schedule. In 
asking farmers what they like in the 
way of radio service, most of them 
(irst said. ‘news, weather and mar- 
Kets.” They like news early in the 
inorning, at noon and early evening. 


atter the transaction has been made}! 


{only after a survey has been made | 


thing as a Farm Radio Station. Most ! 


have developed a number of very | 


‘1. Devotional Hour each day par- 
ticipated in by 10 of the leading min- | 


FIGURING 


The Elements of Station Per- 
sonality As De fined by 
Broadcasters Themselves 
In a Canvass Preliminary 


manship Survey 


FARM STATIONS 


By BOB LANDRY 


| Ineconnection with Vartery’s Show- 
| manship Survey for 1939, which will 
/be made during the month of No- 
| vember, various steps are 
taken to obtain the best available 
‘outside counsel to add to, cross- 
check and weigh the criteria em- 
ployed by this publication. Each 
|! year since the inaugural of the an- 
nual surveys in 1933, the methods 
;}and point of view of the steering 
committee has been enlarged and— 
| Vaninry believes—improved, The 
| practice of showmanship itself has 
| during this period advanced from a 
relatively naive faith in stunts to a 
hard-boiled awareness that stunts, 
as such, may amount to nothing more 
important than eccentric exuberance 
discharging energy, but having little 
relationship to showmanship in its 
proper sense. It is now clear that 
stunting, when indulged in exten- 
sively and_ indiscriminately, may 
| cheapen and belittle a station rather 
‘than enhance its standing. Such 
things cannot always be divorced, 
or judged apart, from their circum- 
stances, although some examples 


are, on face value, obviously well | 
into dubious territory, as the station | 
| that sent its mikes to a river's edge | 


in the west to describe the fishing 
from the water of the dead bodies 
washed in from a capsizing. This 
showed alertness, but no taste. 

45 Stations ‘Vote’ 


(and to them Varrery’s thanks) to 
analyze their own attitude on the 
| showmanship survey. 
| ‘voted’ (they were asked to name and 
|number the elements of showman- 
| ship according to importance, one to 
| five), is recorded in an adjoining 
column. It reveals that broadcasters 
| assume local showmanship to usually 
| imply activity in: 

Civic tieups 

Development of local talent 

News and sports 

Local leadership 

Education-Culture 

The comment of Johnny Gillin, of 
WOW, Omaha, seems particularly 
pointed in its cutting through all 
specific details to come at the crux 
of the problem. He poses this chal- 
lenge to station management gener- 
ally: 

‘The chief difference between a 
‘big time’ radio station and a 
‘small time’ station is this: The big 


timer sells radio "lls listeners 
sells potential buyers. The little 
fellow sells. billboards, throw- 


aways, counter cards, direct mail, 

newspaper space—sells everything 

EXCEPT radio.’ 

Gillin is hitting 
type of station activity 
creasingly is examined through the 
eyes of skepticism Several keen 
observers in the hinterland have 
given Variety shrewd footnotes con- 
cerning ‘showmanship’ outside 

tation and radio as such. 

Not Carried Through 

John Cleghorn, of WMC, Memphis, 
underscores what he deems the necd 
to segregate the idea on paper—the 
press agent’s version, so to speak— 
from the idea as completely exe- 
cuted and integrated wiih station 
programming and strategy. Cleghorn 
asserts, without dispute from Variety 
that too often in the past there has 
| been a wide chasm between promise 
and performance. This, again, comes 
under the heading of self-amaze- 
ment among the swivel-chair bratin- 
wavers. Earl Gammons, of WCCO 


-and hard—at 


which in- 


; Minneapolis, notes that some stations 
(Continued on 47) 


being | 


to Variety’s Annual Show- 


In all, 43 stations took the trouble | 


How they | 


The ‘Values’ In Showmanship 


444444 


The leading elements in local) management policy tlrat 
Variety Gught to consider in its Community showmanship sur- 
vey as reported (in response to a preliminary questionnaire) by 
43 station executives who were asked to name the important ac- 


tivities and number them. one to five: 
ELEMENT TO BE ITS RELATIVE IMPORTANCE 


WEIGHED AS ITEMIZED IN REPLIES 
Civic tie-ups................... 
Development of local talent............... 2-2-1-1-1-3-3-1-1-1-1-1-3-5-3-4 

(Including uses made of staff orchestra) 

4-3-4-5-1-2-3-2-5-2-1-3-2-3-2 
Educational-Cultural (including school tie-ups).......... 4-5-4-1-4-2-4-4-3 
Local leadership by 5-3-5-4-3-5-2-4-2-4-2-1 


Coordination of local showmanship with national sales 


Attitude of Service (including emergencies)............... .. 5-4-1-1-3-2-2 

Methods of meeting 
Miscellaneous......... 121 scattered single mentions 


Announcement 


For THE 1939 


Will be completed during the month of 
November and the survey and the accom- 
panying awards published in VARIETY 


early in December. 


Printed Questionnaires for use by stations 
wishing to file a report for consideration 
by the VARIETY Showmanship Awards 
Committee were delivered by Postal Tele- 


graph over the past weekend. 


Any station that has not received a ques- 
tionnaire and wishes one should TELE- 
GRAPH immediately to — 


154 W. 46th Street New York City 


Deadline for Return of Blanks is Nov. 11 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| (Including personal participation by staff members in civic activities) 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
i 
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RADIO EDITORS STILL ABOUT 


Find ’Em Too Close to Advertising for Comfort— 
Skirting the Obvious Plugs Causing Confusion in 
Readers’ Minds 


Futuristic 


Radio editors around the United 
States continue to complain about 
the surviving practice of radio ad- 
vertisers adopting program titles so 
closely identified with a trademark, 
or advertising slogan, that the pro- 
gram title cannot possibly be used 
in newspaper text due to the almost- 
universal publication rule that such 
tie-ups are disguised forms of free 

_ advertising and not to be tolerated. 
The radio editors point out that not 
only must they be constantly alert to 
stop such titles slipping through in 
program listings on pain of getting 
themselves jammed up with their 
own editorial superiors, but their 
reporting is rendered absurdly diffi- 
cult when they have to write around 
the program title, with the result 
readers sometimes aren't sure what 
radio show the editor is referring to. 

Radio editors play it safe and slash 
anything that might even secondarily 
be considered an allusion to a slogan. 
Philip Morris’ ‘Johnny Presents,’ for 
example, sounds harmless enough, 
but is so identified with the call boy 
pictured in all the cigarette’s adver- 
tising copy that radio editors have 
to delete it. The Silver Theatre can- 
not pass when International Silver is 


What shall I do 
about my cow 
Cynthia? Her 

milk is clabbering: 


P.M., the long-delayed revolu- 
tionary-type daily newspaper 
projected for publication in New 
York City, had, among its inno- 
vations, the idea of running com- 
plete detailed radio program list- 
ings each day giving the spon- 
sor’s name and making no effort 
to edit out commercial tie-ups. 

Also understood P.M.-to-be 
planned to establish radio criti- 
cism like theatre and film ditto. 


the sponsor. Such oblique tie-ups as 
‘Your Pet (for Milk) Program’ and 
‘The Contented Hour’ (Carnation) 
are too readily recognized to get by. 

Griffin Shoe Polish’s ‘Time to 
Shine’ title and Model smoking 
tobacco’s Model Minstrels are sheer 
finger-snapping in the face of any 
radio editor. ‘Aunt Caroline’s Golden 
Store’ seems an innocent title, but 
the sponsor is Gold Medal Flour, 
which has a sunburst packaging de- 
sign. 

Esso’s News Reporter has gotten 
itself so listed in bold face by paying 
the agate lineage as advertising. This 
is a custom most dailies would like 


That was the problem of a farmer in Bolivia, N.C. And 
from a housewife in the Bronx came this poser: “Dear WBT: 
You should see my wilted geraniums! How can I raise their 


spirits (and mine, too) ?” 


The Bolivian cow and the Bronx posies are actual WBT 
“farm problems,” typical of the hundreds WBT receives— 
and answers—each day! From the big-scale tobacco farmer 
to the window-box gardener, all listeners are served by 
the full resources of the WBT Farm Library, probably the 
best equipped source of farm information in radio. (On its 


shelves are 4,300 Department of Agriculture booklets and 


Year Books for the past 18 years!) 


WBT’s 13'4 hours of farm service broadcasts each week 
£- make agriculture—the country’s largest single industry — 
an easier and more profitable way of living for WBT’s mil- 
lions of listeners. WBT is also an easy and profitable way 
for you to reach these millions. Ask any WBT sponsor! 


Or the nearest Radio Sales office. 


50,000 WATTS - CHARLOTTE, N.C. 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit 


OMMERCIAL PROGRAM LISTINGS 


to encourage, but the advertisers 
wouldn't. 

There’s very little problem in- 
volved in Kraft Music Hall, because 
the star, Bing Crosby, transcends 
any possibility of confusion. Simi- 
larly the Lux Theatre of the Air is 
such a popularity pace-setter that 
this matter can be taken in stride. 
It’s the lesser-known programs that 
shut themselves out of radio columns 
to greater or lesser extent by follow- 
ing the practice. 

Once Commonplace 


In the early days of radio it was 
commonplace and expected to label 
the shows for the sponsors, viz, The 
Happiness Boys, the Atwater Kent 
Auditions, Collier’s Hour, the Inter- 
woven Pair, Armour'’s Star Ham 
(Julius Tannen), and so on. This 
consideration exercised strong mag- 
netism to early sponsors. The ear- 
and-mind image of millions of people 
listening to the Clicquot Club Es- 
kimos, the A. & P. Gypsies, or the 
Airy Fairy (flour) Tenor was very 
delectable to the fancy of corpora- 
tion executives. 

Today, however, any attempt to 
identify the program in this style 
runs the risk of getting very little 
attention in the radio columns. Some 
radio advertisers think this loss of 
possible breaks or listings in the 
press is offset by the value of tight 
product identification in the radio 
listeners minds. 

In any event, the radio editors will 
certainly continue to dislike and con- 
demn the practice and the extra 
work and caution it forces upon 
them. 


PASTOR AND CHOIR 
GETTING ON BILLING 


San Antonio, Oct. 31. 

Unique among religious programs 
on the air today, the ‘All-State 
Church of the Air’ is to be heard 
each Sunday afternoon with the en- 
tire services being broadcast anony- 
mously. Neither the church, the 
choir, the musical director nor the 
pastor is ever identified. Nor is the 
city from which the program origi- 
nates ever mentioned. 
Program is entirely non-denomi- 
national and may originate from any 
one of the 22 member stations of the 
Texas State Network. 


How Titles Are Changed 


Program Title 

Enna Jettick Melodies (Shoes) 
Fitch Bandwagon 
The Chase & Sanborn Program 


Musical Steelmakers (Wheeling Steel) 


‘The Voice of Firestone’ 
Contented Hour (Carnation) 
*Johnny Presents (Philip Morris) 
Avalon Time 


Lady Esther Serenade 
Cities Service Concert 
Camel Caravan 
Jergens Journal 
Esso News Reporter 
Luden’s Dinner Hour 


Tip Top Show (Ward Baking)...... 


Gulden’s Serenaders ..............- 
Silver Theatre (1847 Rogers)....... 
Ford Sunday Evening Hour......... 
Campbell Playhouse................ 


Caroline’s Golden Store 


Lux Radio Theatre 


06008 


see 


eee 


Your Pet Program (Pet Milk)....... 


Editor Changes It to Read 
D’Artega 
Charley McCarthy 
Revue 
Margaret Speaks 
Opal Craven 
Johnny Green orch 
Red Skelton 
Lombardo orch 
Lucille Manners 
Benny Goodman orch 
Walter Winchell 


Musie 
Music 


James Melton, orch 
Orson Welles 


Tune-Up Time (Ethyl]).......... 
Time to Shine (Griffin shoe polish). 


Andre Kostelanetz 
Hal Kemp orch 
Cecil B. DeMille 
Howard and Shelton 


*Johnny is name of page boy identified with ‘Call for Philip Morris’ 


slogan, 


Kate Smith Non-Stop 
To N.Y. as Thomas Subs 


Lowell Thomas and another com- 
mentator as yet unnamed will do the 
Kate Smith noonday broadcasts for 
two days, Nov. 8-9. Miss Smith is 


currently on the Coast from where 
she will do her evening airing this 
Friday (3). 

Reason for replacement on the 
daytime show is that on those two 
days she will be hurrying back to 
New York, arriving Friday morning 
(10) and won't have time to stop 
en route to do them. Stopped on 
the way out, however. Ordinarily 
Miss Smith does the daytime bits 
from her own apartment in New 
York, each day except Friday, when 
it’s done from the studio where the 
evening show is being rehearsed. 


Heiress Turns Spieler 


Cleveland, Oct. 31. 

Katharine Halle, local socialite 
and heiress to Halle department 
store fortune, has turned air com- 
mentator with new type 
around-town chats over WGAR. 

Started last week by giving rub- 
berneck-wagon impressions of city, 
but will include society gossip and 
profiles of native celebs. 


of girl- | 


NBC PRESS DEPARTMENT 
CHANGES SOME FACES 


A revision of personnel has taken 
place in the New York press pen of 
NBC. Chief changes include designa- 
tion of Bill Neal as day news editor 
and Bill Norris (adopted son of 
Kathleen Norris, the novelist) as 
night city editor. Latter joined NBC 
in August. 

Meantime, Bill Kostka, head of the 
press dept., has assigned Charles 
Pekor to handle trade and commer- 
cial program stuff, with Art Donegan, 
formerly with Warner Bros., coming 
into radio as his aide. Fred Mears, 
a recent Yale grad, is also a new- 
| comer. 

A return to the fold after an ab- 
;sence of some years is Florence 

Marks, in private life, wife of Bosley 

, Crowther, of the N. Y. Times, 


‘John Sheldon’s Smash-Up 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

John Sheldon, salesman with the 
WOR (Newark) office here, severely 
injured in an auto accident over the 
weekend. 

Fractured a knee-cap and indi- 
'cates to be laid up two or three 
| months, 


itt the 


year, 


; St. Louis, Charlotte, N.C., Los Angeles, San Francisco 


@ WKY puts on big shows in a big way; puts 
on little shows in a big way, too. “Home Folks 
Counsellor,” 5-times-a-week 5-minute show, 
now in its 99th consecutive week, was origi- 
nated and produced by WKY for Oklahoma 
City Federal Savings & Loan Association. It 
was named by the U. S. Building & Loan 
League as the most constructive and result- 
ful radio effort by any savings and loan asso- 
ciation in the entire United States last year. 


about WKY is 


STILL GOING Strong AFTER 492 BROADCASTS 


One of the outstandingly significant things 


its practical understanding and 


ready solution of selling problems in this area. 


Oklahoma City 


900 KC.—NBC AFFILIATE 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, 


Inc. 
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INSERTED 


First Example of a Program 
From United States Going 
on a Hook-Up of Mexican 
Radio Stations 


MUCH RED TAPE 


Ford Motor Co. is feeding its Sun- 
day evening CBS concerts to a spe- 
cial Mexican network of seven sta- 
tions. The show is picked up by 
wire from San Antonio, piped to 
Laredo and from there to XET, 
Monterey, which siphons out the 
program to the other six Mexican 
outlets. It’s the first American net- 
work commercial program that has 
ever been linked up with Mexican 
broadcast facilities. 

The N. W. Ayer agency, which pilots 
the program, has established an an- 
nouncer at Laredo to cut in with the 
Spanish copy. He gets his material 
a week in advance, translates it and, 
following the show’s dress rehearsal, 
he engages in telephonic conversa- 
tion with the ageney’s rep in Detroit, 
which straightens out all the re- 
quired cues. 

Ayer has been workng since last 
February for the Mexican tie-in. The 
job has involved masses of red tape, 
necessitating not only the approval 
of the FCC and U. S. state depart- 
ment, but the imprimaturs of various 


SHOW INTO 


Canada Bars Cameron 


Montreal, Oct. 31. 

Ford Hour will no longer be heard in Canada over affiliates of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System (CFRB, Toronto: CKAC, Montreal, etc.) 
due to ban by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. on commentary by 
W. J. Cameron. Wallace R. Campbell, president of the Ford Motor 
Company of Canada, cancelled the Canadian Ford hookup when the 
CBC ruling aimed at Cameron was made known. Campbell said that 
Cameron’s intermission talks were a vital part of the Sunday Evening 
Hour and that he preferred to discontinue the entire program here 
rather than drop Cameron, generally regarded as Ford's own alter ego. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has authority to forbid any broadcasts 
by foreign commentators, but many exemptions to this ruling have 
been made in the past. Stations merely notified CBC of name of 
speaker and probable nature of talk in advance and permission was 
usually granted. Ban of Cameron may possibly be enforced ior time 
being only, with chances of being lifted after arms embargo legislation 
in Washington is completed. 


MEAIC 


Town Hall Allergic to Sponsorshin: 
Has Already Spurned Sundry Offers 


For the current Town Hall of the! stepped on the ground that the pro- 
Air series NBC is contributing $1,500 8tam could not under such circum- 
a week to the Radio Forum division stances enjoy complete freedom. Re- 


gardless of how good the 
of Town Hall, Inc, With the weekly | intentions might be at the start, the 


kick-in goes the understanding that; time would come, the Town Hall 

if the Radio Forum runs into a de- trustees figure, that he would want 

ficit at the end of the year the net- to have something to say about the 

work will fully absorb it. , selection of subjects. The last in- 
The Town Hall air series has from | 4uiry the Hall got was from an in- 

time to time had bids for sponsor- Su¥rance company, 

|ship but the angle has been side- Show rates high in popularity. 


Mexican governmental heads. 


KDKA Unclamps BR. For 
A Gala Week-End Bally; | 
Fetes New York Admen' 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 

KDKA opened the purse-strings 
this week-end to toss the biggest 
party in station’s history to dedicate 
the new transmitter. Two-day affair 
planned for Saturday and Sunday 
(4-5), with couple of special cars 
from New York bringing in flock 
of radio editors, and advertising time 
buyers from New York for series 
of dinners, entertainments andj} 
broadcasts. Station also’s tying in 
with local world premiere of ‘Alle- 
gheny Uprising’ to hail extra-cov- 
erage virtues of new transmitter, and 
on Sunday will get a 65-station hook- 
up over NBC's Blue from stage of 
Carnegie Music Hall. 

Sherman Gregory, KDKA_ man-| 
ager, will be the official host and 
he’s hoping it rains over the week- 
end because one of his stunts is an 
umbrella for each guest and across 
it printed in big letters: ‘KDKA, Al- 
ways Complete Coverage. Guests’ll 
get ’em anyway even if it doesn’t 
rain, 

Big dinner planned for Saturday 
night at swank Pittsburgh Field 
Club, with cocktail party Sunday af- 
ternoon and broadcast at night, fol- 
lowed by another shindig, winding | 
up festivities. Tommy Riggs, who 
fot start at KDKA, coming on from 
Chi to m.c. program and efforts were 
still being made yesterday to get | 
Sophie Tucker, William Gaxton and 
Victor Moore in day ahead of ‘Leave 
It To Me’ to star on dedicatory show. | 

John Grigsby, radio editor of | 
Toledo Blade, in Holly wood. 
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7 Cancel One and Jeopardize Two 


Stations on Charge True Owner 


Was Not Honestly Reported 


— 


! Washington, Oct. 31. 
Disclosures of unauthorized own- 
ership transfers brought the first di- 
rect repercussions from the Federal 
Communications Commission's chain- 
monopoly probe when, last week, li- 
cense of one station was cancelled 
and renewal pleas of two others sub- 
ject to scrutiny. These developments 
were aftermaths of admissions at the 


dime of the ‘monopoly’ hearings that 
Glenn D. Gillette, local consulting 
engineer, had financial strings on the 
plants and legally was in a position 
to control operations, although he 


did not figure as an Officer or as 
Jicense-holder, 
Consequently, Commish _ issued 


order revoking the ticket for WSAL, 
Salisbury, Md., and called for evi- 
dence concerning the ownership of 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. and 
WQDM, St. Albans, Vt. Temporary 
papers were issued the two latter sta- 
tions. 


+ 


The Commish said that fraudulent | 
statements were made by Frank M. | 
Stearns, the ostensible licensee and | 


owner of WSAL, which has a day- 
time franchise for operation on 1200 
ke. Full disclosure was not made, 
FCC declared, about the financial 
arrangements, which include a mort- 
gage held by Gillette. 

Some doubt exists about the legal 


situation relating to the Pennsylvania | 


and Vermont plants, but the Com- 
mish said the enginer is ‘in appar- 
ent control,’ although WBAX is li- 
censed to John H. Sienger, Jr., and 
eombination of E. J. Regan and F. 
Arthur Bostwick holds certificate for 


Roosevelt’s Web 
| Continued from page 19 


prevailed upon the agency to invite 
Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, into the picture. 


Roosevelt yesterday (Tuesday) 
announced he was going ahead 


with the proposed formation of 
his crosscountry network. 
He’s calling it the Transconti- 


nental Broadcasting System. His 
announcement mentioned a hook- 
up of 100 stations, named New 
York, Chicago and Hollywood as 
the originating points, stated that | 
he already had under schedule 20 ! 
hours a week of commercial busi- | 
ness and cited the starting date of | 
the project as ‘within the next 45 | 
days.’ | 

The roster of directors for his 
network which’ Roosevelt an- 


nounced consists of himself, Jack | 


Adams. TSN general manager; 
H. J. Brennan, KQV, Pittsburgh; 
Clarence Cosby and John Robert, 
of KXOK, St. Louis, and Lester 
Cox, Tom Evans and Jack Stewart, 
of KCMO, Kansas City. None of 


these stations is affiliated with 
Mutual. 
Roosevelt's move indicated a 


break with the Mutual Network 
as far as his Texas Regional is 
concerned, at least, although it is 
understood that the regional’s con- 
tract with Mutual, which has a 


| year and a half to go, prevents the 


WQDM. Testimony during the chain | 
probe was to the effect that Gillette | 


had notes and other evidence of in- 
debtedness which put him in a posi- 
ition to dictate how the plants are 
run, although witnesses denied he 
exercised the privilege. 


TSN from giving more favorable 
time clearance or better compensa- 
tion arrangements to any other 
network. In other words, the 
TSN gets the full card rate from 
Mutual minus 15%. 

Roosevelt’s announcement might 
have also been influenced by his 
failure to get CBS to feed the 
TSN with Columbia commercials 
for which regional appendage 
Roosevelt himself would obtain the 


e 


For effective distribu- 
tion of your advertis- 
ing message in this 
rich area you must 
have WHAS, the radio 
station that gives maxi- 
mum broadcasting 


power PLUS listener 
reception with the 
LEAST INTERFER. 
ENCE, 


50,000 WATTS 


820 


ON THE DIAL 


National Representa 


STATION | 
MARKET! 


A market containing 
1,292,454 families 
with $2,214,269,000 to 
spend can’t be omitted 
from any national 
sales program... 


Owneil and Operated By 


Ww A | THE COURIER-JOURNAL 


EDWARD PETRY & CO. THE LOUISVILLE TIMES | 


with Roosevelt 
| broadcasters that the latter had in- 
| vited. 


of his affiliates. 


| was interested in lining up a long 


orders. Two such orders had been 
obtained by Roosevelt from Texaco 
and Royal Crown Cola but CBS 
thumbed both approache . Roose- 
vel:, it was disclosed yesterday, 
goes off Mutual for Emerson Radio 
Dec. 2. 

What 


Rovsevelt’s 


inspired 
Blackett- 


had primarily 


approach to 


scribed versions of their daytime 
B-S-H serials which could be broad- 
east at night over non-NBC or non- 
'CBS stations. Roosevelt's plan ap- 
| pealed to Hil] Blackett, and he delg- 
| gated George Tormey, a v.p. of the 
agency's New York division, to come 
to Chicago and talk the project over 
and a_ group of 


Those Present 

The Mutual affiliates who turned 
up for the conference were Lewis 
Allen Weiss, of the Don Lee Net- 
work; John Shepard, 3rd, of the 
Colonial Network; William Dolph, 
of WOL, Washington; and H. K. 
Carpenter, of WHK, Cleveland. 
Others in attendance were Clarence 
Cosby, of KXOK, St. Louis; H. J. 
Brennan, of KQV, Pittsburgh; and 
Jack Stewart, of KCMO, Kansas 
City. Webcr flew to Chicago from 
New York at the suggestion of one 


According to the Mutual affiliate, 
the impression which Roosevelt had 
previously given them was that he 


list of stations which would be free 
to carry transcriptions of the eight 
American Home and Sterling Prod- 
ucts serials. But when Roosevelt, 
according to these affiliates, outlined 
his plan in Chicago, he talked about 
buying lines from Mutual. The 
latter, he said, would have nothing 
to do with billing the business, nor 
would the broadcasts involved bear 
the Mutual tag. 

In answer to a question from the 
Mutual affiliates the agency's 
spokesmen explained that the rea- 
son they hadn't called in Mutual | 
| itself was because they thought that | 
|Mutual wouldn't be able to deliver 
WOR or WGN. When ,Weber was 
jlater invited in by the agency he 
said that he felt confident that these 
, two stations could provide the re- | 
_quired time. The eight serials have | 
‘for several months been cleared in 
| transcription form over WMCA, 
|New York, and in the event of an 
| evening hookup it was Roosevelt's 
idea to retain the same _ station. 
WCFL was being considered as the 
Chicago outlet for his transconti- 
nental network. 

Blackett Peeved 


Blackett - Sample -Hummert has 
been fuming for some time over 
NBC’s and CBS’ refusal to let it 
place transcribed versions of the | 
eight serials on such non-affiliated | 
outlets as KXOK ard KCMO. In 
the case of KXOK the agency be- 
came so incensed that it pulled what 
few of its American and Sterling 
Products’ serials it had on KSD, the 
red link’s St. Louis release. 

Roosevelt's companion during the 
local confabs was Jack Adams, gen- 
eral manager of his Texas State Net- 
work. One of the -lookers-in on 
the talks was Kirby Hawkes, B-S-H’s | 
local production manager. Hawkes, | 
it will be recalled, was the fellow | 
that Hill Blackett brought in to, 
coach Alfred Landon in the art of 
radio spieling when the latter was 
| the Republican nominee for presi- 
dent in 1936. | 


NBC’s Explanation | 


NBC’s policy on the question of 
|these evening versions of daytime 
broadcasts is that acetates or waxed 
transcriptions may only be made at 
jthe point cf the shows’ origin and 
{that under no circumstances will it, 
permit such shows to be picked up | 
for rebroadcast on a non-NBC sta- | 
|tion outside such originating spot. 
| NBC states that it is willing to sell 
| Blackett-Sample-Hummert all the 
| transcribed versions of such serials 
|providing they’re made in New! 
York, Chicago, or the point of origin. | 
This arrangements, naturally, would | 
not work in with B-S-H’s idea of 
having the same serials broadcast 
over other stations the same night. 


WALTER HUSTON OUT 
OF MAXWELL SET-UP, 


Edward Arnold replaces Walter 
Huston as m.c. on tomorrow night’s 
(Thursday) installment of the Max- | 
well House Coffee ‘Good News’ se- | 
ries, 


Huston exits after a run of) 
10 weeks. 

For Arnold it’s a singleton. There 
will be a succession of guestees in | 
the m.c. spot until a permanent 
figure is selected. 


Ventilating NBC studios is the particular problem of Vincent Gilcher, 
manager of general service at the web's Radio City headquarters. 
Between the audience seated in repose and the actors or musicians 


doing their stuff and inclined to 
perature requirements. 
chief engineer, have been trying 
in the several studios, notably 8-H, 


show it, there are conflicting tem- 


NBC engineers, acting under O. B. Hanson, 


to maintain variable zones of heat 
where hot-blooded Arturo Toseanini 


from sunny Italy has his own ideas of a comfortable reading. 

NBC engineers, who from time to time have taken up watch in the 
sponsor booths overlooking the studios and experimented with quar- 
ter-degree lowerings of the temperature, have noted the point at which 
the ladies in the audience start to wrap their cloaks closer around 


their shoulders. 


The official temperature for sponsors is 72 degrees. 


. 


AFRA-CBS CHI TERMS 


Three Main Clauses in Pact Petrillo 


Okayed 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists and Columbia web here have 
se. final details for the AFRA take- 
over of radio announcers who were 
formerly enrolled in local 10 of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
agreement for takeover is as fol- 
lows: 

‘(1) AFRA agrees that...it will as- 
sume and take over the agreement 
between CBS and the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Musicians, Local No. 10, 
insofar as it relates to radio an- 
nouncers, with the same force and 
effect as though ‘AFRA were sub- 
stituted in the said agreement with 
Chicago Federation of 
Local No. 10.2 With respect to net- 
work commercial programs covered 


by the AFRA Code of Fair Practices, 
the said Code of Fair Practice shall 


prevail. 

‘(2) CBS agrees that it will accept 
and abide by the terms of any award 
in arbitration with AFRA to any 
agreement reached as result of ne- 
gotiations by the Broadcasters’ and 
Agencies’ Committee with AFRA 
fixing terms and conditions of broad- 
casting in Chicago at stations similar 
to and including WBBM. 

‘(3) CBS agrees to release Chicago 
Federation of Musicians Local No. 
10 from any and all obligations under 
the said agreement as of this date 
insofar as said agreement relates to 
radio announcers.’ 


Pillsbury Serial Re-cast 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Bill Bouchey, Beverly Ruby and 
Lesley Woods have joined the play- 
ers on Pillsbury’s serial, ‘The Wom- 
an in White,’ and Marvin Mueller 
has replaced Glenn Goodwin as the 
doctor. 


Not in the action presently are 
Williard Farnum, Kathryn Card, 
Sarajene Wells, Henrietta Tedro, 


Sidney Ellstrom, Reese Taylor, Lois 
Zarley, Henry Nathan, Pat Murphy, 
Virginia Payne and Margaret Fuller. 


Gilbert Godfrey has left the CBS 


scripting staff and is taking an ex- |, 


tended vacation, his first in several 
years, 


Franklin, 


AFRA READY 
FOR PACT 


After a year of preparation, the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
‘ists is about ready to approach the 
agencies, networks and transcription 
makers for a_ contract covering 
transcriptions and recordings. Tran- 
scription committee finally com- 
pleted its proposed schedule of fees 
| vesterday (Tuesday) and the mem- 
bership of the New York local will 
| consider it at a meeting tomorrow 
i/night. (Thursday) at the Edison 


Musicians hotel, N. Y. 


| Expected that both the agencies 
/and networks will protest against 
_ application of any code governing 
| transcriptions, on the ground that 
| the existing contracts already cover 

the situation. Matter is viewed as 
| one of interpretation, however, and 

AFRA intends to press for a tran- 
' scription deal. ° 


‘Another Term For Webb 
As Radio Writers’ Prexy 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

| Kenneth Webb continues as pres- 
jident of Radio Writers Guild of 
| America beyond election date Nov. 

17 as he will be unopposed on the 
balloting. Three regional elections 
| are slated, with each electing a vice- 
| prez, 10 council members and four 
reps to council of Authors League 
of America. 

Coast candidates for v.p. are For- 
rest Barnes, True Boardman, David 
Taylor and Mel Williamson. On the 
| district representative slate are 
John Boylan, Donald Clark, Irving 


Reis, John Slott and Betty Spulla. 
| Aspiring to the council are Paul 


Noreen Gammill, Bill 
Johnson, Charles Frederick Lindsley, 
Margaret McKay, Don Quinn and 
Celeste Rush. Council posis re- 
served for staff writers will be con- 
tested by Robert Beahr, David No- 
winson, Thomas Conrad Sawyer and 
| Jerome Schwartz. 


being mailed to 3,000 


each week. 
more station—in fact, 


4. “WBAL News,” full 


Things are 
Happening 


in Baltimore! 


1, “Business in Baltimore” (November issue) now 


in the Baltimore area. 


2. WBAL is outstandingly first in local and na- 
tional spot programs—now broadcasting 110 
(Far more than any other Ballti- 


major stations combined.) 


3. 12,000 members of the Lone Ranger Safety Club 
will be entertained at the special showing of 
the Shrine Circus featuring Clyde Beatty Sat- 
urday morning, November 11. 


editorial style—in the Baltimore News-Post, 
bringing the WBAL story into 190,000 homes in 
the Baltimore area each two weeks. 


retailers and wholesalers 


more than the other two 


page advertisements— 
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VARIETY 


* 


Advertising Man: What's the big idea of taking 
me up here? I’ve seen this view of Pittsburgh 


before. 


NBC Engineer: 
Millivolt Wav. 


A. M.: Humph! Don't be an engineer. Talk 


American. 
Eng.: 


Sure you have. But not the 


Well, millivolts are the way we measure 
radio reception. Now that Blue Network Station 
KDKA has been moved right up to Pittsburgh’s 
front door, millivolts in your language means 
increased sales for your clients. 


tell me why. 


A. M.: Sounds good. Talk more American and 


Eng.: Look at the map below and you'll see 


in Pittsburgh. 


how tremendously KDKA’s service is improved 


A. M.: Swell! But how high have rates gone? 


Eng.: They're exactly the same as they were. 


Just one more of the things that make the Blue 
an outstanding advertising buy. 

A. M.: Sort of a bonus to advertisers, eh? 
Eng.: Bonus is right. The kind that makes the 
Blue the best advertising buy in the country! 


merica’s lowest cost 


ational advertising medium 


Now gives advertisers still another bonus! 


TOWERING 718 feet into the air, KDKA’s new 
entenna location... only 8 miles from Pittsburgh 
++. @ vast improvement in Blue Network service. 


NBC BLUE NETWO 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


Improved coverage in Pittsburgh! That’s the newest bonus 
for advertisers on the NBC Blue Network! 


This “plus” in Pittsburgh is possible be- 
cause the transmitter of Blue Station 
KDKA has been moved closer to the city. 
Previously 26 miles away, it is now only 
8 miles out-of-town. Map at right illus- 
trates coverage improv ement, 


Of MORE Importance to Advertisers 


This news from Pittsburgh is important, 
of course. But even more important to 
advertisers is the fact that the Blue 
Network is making radical changes in 
other cities, too...offering advertisers bo- 
nus after bonus...ever and always mak- 
ing the Blue a greater advertising value. 

Only a few months ago the coverage 
of Blue Station KECA in Los Angeles 
was greatly 1 increased. In months to come, 
the Blue will announce still more bonuses 
to advertisers—in the form of technical 
improvements that will “up” coverage — 
in other cities on the network. 


“Extras” for You—At No Extra Cost 


It is such things as these that highlight 
the ra pidly rowing importance of the 
Blue Neleok to judicious buye rs of ad- 


Dotted lines on this map show intensity of KDK A’s 
former coverage in Pittsburgh. Solid lines show new 
coverage. How great an improvement has been made 
may be seen from the 25 millivolt line which previ- 
ously covered an area containing 89.214 radio homes 
—now takes in an area with 388,800 radio homes! 


vertising time. Because they're “extras” 
that make the Blue a more and more 
potent advertising force — at no extra 
cost to you! 

70% of last year’s Blue Network ad- 
vertisers have come back this vear for 
more. 15 new sponsors have chosen the 
Blue. All are canny, experienced adver- 
tisers—and they hexe picked the Blue 
because it has conclusively prove itself 
the lowest cost national adve ‘ruising me- 
dium reaching into American homes! 


Coverage Where It Counts 
Figure it out for yourself—and see if you 
don’t come up with the same answer. 
The Blue provides intensive coverage 
of the — two-thirds of the U. S, 
—the “Money Markets’— where the 
bulk of national buying power is con- 
centrated, And, thanks to the famous 
Blue Discount Plan, it reaches its vast 
audience in these markets at lowest cost 
nationally! Add to this the improvements 
in facilities now being m: mR and you 
have America’s greatest advertising hes 


—the NBC Blue Network! 


A’ RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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FCC Chairman Praises Trade 


Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


_ 


For Code but Indirectly Slaps 
Reaction of President's So 


Washington, Oct. 31. 


Denunciation of ‘poor sportsman: | 
ship,’ with reference to members | 
of the National Association of | 
Broadcasters irked by restrictions in | 
the new program code, was inter-| 
preted as a slap at Elliott Roose- | 
velt by industry representatives who 
heard FCC Chairman James L. Fly 
in his microphone debut Thursday 
(26). In patting the trade body on 
the back, the new Commish pilot 
sareastically commented sulky 
broadcasters who wail when discon- 
certed by voluntary regulations de- 
signed to benefit all and to solve 
problems upsetting the whole indus- 
try. 

There was no direct reference to | 
the reaction displayed by the Presi- | 
dent’s son when Mutual Broadcast- | 
ing System directed him to quit, 
taking sides in his Emerson-spon- 
sored news brodcasts, but the tenor 
of the Chairman's remarks was quite 
clearly a rebuke for the only indi- | 
vidual to resign so far from the! 
N.A.B. (Roosevelt’s KFJZ, Fort) 
Worth, walked out last week, but | 
other two stations in which he has 
an interest have not to date left the | 
fold). 

Indorsing the 


idea of voluntary ' 


Can’t Argue 


Station operator was asked 
whether, in light of the ruling of 
the NAB’s code compliance com- 
mittee, he intended to drop his 
townsend-Old Age Pension busi- 
ness. His answer was: 

‘I'm getting $2,500 a week from 
that account and there’s nothing 
controversial about that.’ 


self-regulation as a supplement to 
governmental supervision, Fly reas- 
sured the industry and the public 
that the FCC under his direction 
does not intend to engage in censor- 
ship but insisted that licensees must 
show deep respect for their obliga- 
tions. Speech contained an implica- 
tion, however, that if the operators 
cannot keep their house in order the 
government may have to exercise 
closer control. 

The law contemplates private in- 
itiative. Fly reassured the industry, 
and private benefit is a reward for 
‘effective public service.’ He de- 


‘clared that neither Congress nor the 


FCC seeks to be ‘general overlord’ 


| of broadcasters. 


In praising the code, Fly agreed 


j N B c 
NETWoRK 


tears! 


RED girl! Thritt, 
Don’t miss Be 


“Sw 
“Pt adventures of 


laughter, 


5 to 5:15 p, ler tty Wink. 
E.s. m, N. B. _ Star, in thi k 
Ord breakin 1s rec- 


day 


time serjal. 


| 


‘industry for the restrains imposed 


| 


| ille 


| 

| that free speech will not be curbed 
| 80 long as stations promise to make 
time available for all factions inter- 
| ested in spouting views on contro- 
versial topics. He noted that vir- 
tually the only clause which has 
!drawn fire is that prohibiting time 
| sales for such discussions, urging all 
|individuals to give the principle a 
fair test. He also commended the 


without compulsion on war broad- 
casts. 

Kirby Explaining Code 

Educational crusade to enlist sup- | 

port for the radio industry's self- 
regulation program takes Ed Kirby, 
secretary of the N. A. B. code ad- 
ministration group, to Chicago next 
week to explain to the Illinois Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs just what 
objectives are sought in the move- 
ment to impose restraints on station 
managements. Kirby will do a ques- 
tion-and-answer stunt after his set 
speech. 

Akron Union Complaint 


Hot potato tossed by Akron labor- 
ites following WJW’s cancellation 


Boy, My Fright Wig 


Charleston, S. C., Oct. 31. 

Station WCSC broadcast a 
fantastic program ‘dedicated to 
Orson Welles’ and got telephone 
calls just like the now-famous 
‘Mars panic’ program. 

This one concerned a fictional 
announcement in news style that 
a death-dealing anti-aircraft yay 
had gotten beyond control in the 
coastal defense area! 


Virgil Evans Denounces 
New Station, Predicts 


It Will Never Hit Air, 


Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 31. 
Virgil Evans, licensee of Station 
WSPA, and a member of the South 
Carolina State wegislature, created a 
sersation here last week when 
broadcasting over his own station a 


because of new code of contract cov-| blast against a proposed competi- 
ering weekly broadcasts under CIO, tive stat:on for which local interests 
auspices will be cooled off in the, the week before had obtained FCC 


FCC’s legal pantry. Regulators do| 
not plan to reply to the union} 
squawk until the Law Department | 
has had time to ‘investigate’ and | 
frame a reply. Ordinarily this fore- | 
shadows answer that the complaint | 
is not within the commission's Juris- 
diction. 

The N. A. B. likewise is marking 
time, waiting for the station’s appeal | 
for protection against the union pro- 
tests. Facts in the row are not avail-| 
able yet, so the trade body is not, 
in a position to comment on the as- 
serted attempt to comply with the 
code. 


Lawrence’s CBS Talk 

David Lawrence, editor of United 
States News, delivered a slashing at- | 
tack on N.A.B. code prohibition of | 
‘paid time’ for presentation of con- 
troversial issues, in answer to a de- 
dense of it made by President Nev- 
Miller previous Sunday. after- 


| noon over CBS, Columbia, which al- 


‘Edgar L. 


lotted Lawrence a half hour (Miller | 
spoke for 15 minutes), apparently | 
has decided to give question a 
thorough airing. Announced at con- 
clusion of Lawrence’s address that 
Bill, of Peoria, MII. 


(WMBD), chairman of code compli- 
}ance committee, would broadcast at | 


|same time Nov. 5. 


| with arguments, 


| 


| 


| 


|cil last week, giving as its justifi- 


Lawrence’s talk | 
bore evidence of careful preparation, 
philosophical and | 
legalistic, well marshalled and gra- | 
phically phrased. Even 
decision, 
morning of WJW’s announcement on 
cancellation of an Akron union labor 
program, because of code, and the 
immediate protest to FCC by presi- 
dent of United Rubber Workers’ | 
Union, 


WNEW, N. Y., CANCELS 
RED; FCC GETS SQUAWK 


WNEW, New York, cancelled a 
Communistic candidate for city coun- 


cation the fact that the travelers 
to Moscow were without legal rec- 
ognition on the ballots of the state. 
This was protested as censorship by 
the American Civil Liberities Union 
in a letter sent in duplicate to sta- 
tion and FCC. 


Communists themselves are 
ported taking the position that any 


Station 
of ex- 


radio 
it out 


litical party and no 
can arbitrarily rule 
istence. 


KFYR to John Blair 


KFYR, Bismarck, N. D., goes on 
the station representative list of 
John Blair & Co., Nov. 13. 


& Co. 


BERT LANE GETS TITLE 


Kansas City, Oct. 31. 

Arthur Church has promoted Bert 
Lane to assistant program director 
at KMBC. Has been member of the 
announcing staff since Dec. 1938 and 
was previously at KVOO in Tulsa 
and program director at KCMO, 
Kansas City. 

Program department at KMBC 
remains under Felix Adams. Gene 
Dennis, formerly of KSOO, Sioux 
Falls, So. Dak., is a new spieler at 
KMBC. Lane is currently appear- 
ing in the President theatre produc- 
tion of ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye.’ 


Don Parker, formerly with WKCR, 
Cincinnati, new to announcing staff 


of KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 


rée- | 


group movement fostering a write- | 
in campaign has standing as a po- | 


' poration’s 


| plication would be approved. 


| dollars 


mentioned | A. B. Taylor is treasu’er and Donald 
reported by AP Sunday Russell is attorney. 
| purposes. 
| public 
| WFAA reception room, Baker hotel 


| radio, 


| 


The shift is from Gene Furgason | 


approval. Predicting ‘an electrify- 
ing announcement within the next 
few days’ Evans told his listeners, 


«mong them local newspaper report- | 


‘Economic Injury’ 
Plea Rejected 
D.C. Court 


Washington, Oct. 31. 

| Chances that the District of Co. 
| lumbia Court of Appeals will somer. 
sault on the matter of requiring the 
FCC to listen to evidence about 
‘economic injury’ faded perceptibly 
last week though the judges again 
refused to upset the Commission’s 
sensational power boost grant to 
WMEX, Boston. With one more ap. 
peal still on the hook, the inter. 
mediate umpires dismissed the ap- 
| peal of WCOP, Boston, for reversal 
'of the WMEX grant. 

In a curt decision noting no new 
issues had been raised, the jurists 
pointed to their opinion, dressing 
down the regulators, in the appeal 
| brought by John Shepard, III. The 
|remaining challenge, raising other 
| questions about the Commission’s 
; authority, is that of WLAC, Nash- 
ville, which contends its service 


ers, that the new station, in his opin- area will be reduced if the Boston 


ion, would never go on the air. 
Evans previously had announced 
in a notice published in local news- 
papers that he would speak on ‘Taxa- 
tion,’ presumably in connection with 


‘his legislative aims and duties. In 


his address he declared: ‘Approval 
of the Spartanburg Advertising Cor- 
application 
radio station in Spartanburg was no 
surprise to me or my attorneys. I 
have known for two months the ap- 
Char- 
acterizing the application and efforts 
t obtain another radio station here 
as the result of a long political fight 
against WSPA,’ he said‘ I wish to 
assure the people that no radio sta- | 


tion will be built here It will be | 
fought through every court in the 
land.’ 


‘WSPA is the oldest radio station | 
in South Carolina. I have worked 
many years and spent thousands of 
building this station. 
Spartanburg cannot operate two 
radio stations. There is not a town 
in the United States the size of Spar- 
tanburg (32,000 population) with 
two radio stations.’ 

Charles O. Hearon, former Spar- 
tanburg newspaperman, is president 
of the Spartanburg Advertising Corp. 


Seattle Times Concedes 


Radio May Be News 


Seattle, Oct. 31. 

Seattle Times, frowner-in-chief at 
gave broadcasters here a 
pleasant surprise in its Sunday 
edition when it burst forth with two 
pages of air news under a full eight | 
column line, headed ‘radio depart- 
ment. Under it another banner em- 
blazoned ‘this week on the networks: 
songs, fun, drama.’ Radio rubbed its 
eyes. 

Understood that publisher finally 
gave in to the staff members who 
sold him on idea that majority of 
citizens took as much interest in this 
form of entertainment as any other 
and reaction would be favorable. 


| staff 


Station WISE on 


| plant is allowed to jump to 5 kw. 

Still insisting that competition 
should be fostered even if existing 
licensees are hurt, the Commish 
continues to hope for judicial recog- 
‘nition of its novel doctrine of dam- 
{num absque inuria (legal theory 
under which injured persons are not 


to build a/ entitled to compensation for their 


hurts) and is pressing the contention 
,in other litigation before the Court 
of Appeals. 


Dallas News’ WI AA’s 


| Facsimile Broadcasting 


Dallas, Oct. 31. 

Regular facsimile transmission ofa 
newspaper started yesterday 
(30) by WFAA, Dallas News station. 
Eight facsimile 8 by 9 inch pages, 
three of UP local spot news and the 
rest of features, comics, John Knott 
cartoon, AP wirephotos and News 
art, are broadcast from 2 to 
p.m. daily, including 


Sunday, 
W5SXGR, experimental trans- 


4:30 
from 
mitter. 

Gene Wallis, formerly business 
editor of News, edits the radio edi- 


tion, a full-time job. 


No commercial receivers sold here 


| yet, but WFAA and News executives 


have units in own homes for test 
Receivers for the general 


are placed in News lobby, 


lobby and in several large’ down- 
town business houses, including 
Peaslee-Gaulbert, RCA distributor 
here. 


ASHEVILLE STARTING 


Air This Week— 
Rival in Same Family 
Asheville, N. C., Oct. 31. 
WISE, constructed and operated by 
the Asheville Daily News (weekly), 
went on the air Friday (20) as an 
optional outlet for the NBC red and 
blue networks. It will be a bonus 
station, linked with WFBC, Green- 


| ville, S. C. 


Same operator has WWNC, which 
is affiliated with CBS. New s an- 
nounced its WISE unfolding with a 


Publisher told the boys he hoped 
they were right but if not-look out. 


front page scarehead in last week's 
issue reading, ‘NBC RETURNS.’ 


Networ 
ot JOHN 


* independent sur- 

veys proving this 
12 fact sent on re- 
quest. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Gerald Holland has joined the NEC scripting staff, replacing Tom Langan. . 
who went to the Coast to write for the Texaco show. Holland is from se 
St. Louis... .Ronald MacDougall and William Rainey, of the NBC staff. New WFAA WBAP Accts. 
were at Hot Springs, Va., last week, to put on the entertainment for the 
annual Association of National Advertisers convention....Canada Dry will 


add ingredients and call it a party Nov. 14 to celebrate one year of ‘Info 
Please’....Helen Walpole, actress-writer, has joined the NBC staff. 


Charles Reginald Jackson has left the CBS scripting staff and is writing 
magazine fiction...Major Bowes’ gesture of free trees for St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral topped by giving his Westchester estate to the Lutherans... 
George Green carrying on marimba orchestra on NBC Sundays at 8:15 a.m. | & Sons, Chicago 


following brother Joe’s death. & Ca. 
Richard Crooks succeeds Margaret Speaks on ‘Voice of Firestone’ on | Bengue), 254 spot announcements, 

NBC....Ed Byron will direct ‘What’s My Name?’ show with Arlene Fran- through William Esty & Co. New 

cis, Budd Hulick and Harry Salter’s music... .Pacific coast transcriptions, | york. 

‘Beyond Reasonable Doubt,’ being cut in Manhattan with Nick Dawson, Pacquin, Ine. (Pacquin’s Hand 

Arlene Francis, Norma Chambers and Frank Lovejoy, with organ back- | Cream ), 70 spot announcements, 

ground by Charles Hall....Don MacLaughlin replaced Richard Janaver on) through William Esty & Co., New 

Mueller Macaroni’s ‘Thunder Over Paradise’ over NBC....CBS has the | york. 

valve tied down on publicity for its educational programs....Letitia Ide, Washington State Apples, Inc., spot 

in Boston, dancing with the Jack Cole modernists, was surprised over announcements, through J. Walter 

week-end by hubby Vic Ratner traveling with the baby and its nurse....} Thompson Co. 

Joe White tenoring Wednesdays, while Eugene Conley carries on every Pinex Co. (Pinex Cough Syrup), 

other day with “The Wife Saver’....Charita Bauer, James Sherman, Ger-| 90 spot announcements, through 

trude Annen, Irene Hubbard, Lilli Valenti and Agnes Young now answer-| Russell M. Seeds Co., Chicago. 

ing present to director of ‘Young Widder Brown,’ Folger Coffee Co. (Folger’s Coffee), 
Morton Gould of WOR will compose music for one ‘Good News’ program 256 ‘Judy & Jane’ transcriptions, 

film....Benay Venuta shifts her WOR local program from Sunday to| through Lord & Thomas, Inc., New 

Friday night soon. Program will go Mutual net....Mark Warnow tosses} York. 

luncheon for songwriters at the Ambassador Hotel, N. Y., Nov. 30....Plot| Swift & Co. (Brookfield Sausage), 

of Ellery Queen show on CBS past Sunday (29) called for a hot phono-| spot announcements, through J. Wal- 

graph record at a house party. Symphonic band couldn’ play that way, ter Thompson Co., New York. 

so five members of Raymond Scott’s band became the ‘record.’ Mantle Lamp Co (Aladdin Lamps), 


Herbert Simon is p.a.-ing Ayers-Prescott, Inc., new radio production 
firm....Ed Wolf partying ‘Hilltop House’ cast today, 2nd anni....Pamela pe Presba-Fellers & Presba, 
Caveness, 15-year-old protege of Bette Davis to appear with Billy Halop , >: 
in Arch Oboler’s ‘Young Mr, Trouble’ over NBC Nov. 4. Ford Motor Co. spot announce 


ments, through McCann-Erickson, 
IN CHICAGO... 


Inc., New York. 

Extensive renovations and remodeling under way at WLS studios.... San Francisco, Oct. 31. 
Stella White’s WIND program, ‘Working Wife,’ slated for expansion to a Safeway Stores, Inc., will plug its 
five-a-week spread....Ros Metzger, radio chief of Chi Ruthrauff & Ryan! Julia Lee Wright bread in a one- 
agency has had his 10th and 11th song accepted by Ager, Yellen & Born- | month campaign to be launched Nov. 
stein publishing house; the tunes, written with Dan Dougherty and Ben} 1 over 12 stations in Texas, Okla- 
Ryan, being titled ‘Put the Kettle On, Baby’ and ‘One Cigarette for Two’ | homa and Kansas. One-minute an- 
....Ray Ferris, WLS music department head, is also a songwriter, his new! nouncements will be used. 
tune, ‘Down the Lane of Memories,’ being readied by Cole....Les Atlass, J. Walter Thompson office in San 
CBS Chi v.p., still trying to get away for a visit to the Coast. Francisco handling the account. 


Dallas, Oct. 31. 
WFAA-WBAP new national ac- 
counts this month include: 
| Custodian Toiletries, Ine. (Cus- 
|todian Face Powder), 195 spot an- 
/nouncements, through H. W. Kastor 


Safeway in Southwest 


CONGRESSMEN OPENLY APPEAR BEFORE 
FOR AND AGAINST STATION LICENSE 


Washington Radio Circles Buzz as Frank Conduct 
- Contrasts With Capital’s Usual Gumshoe Tactics 
By Friends of Main Street 


Washington, Oct. 31. 
False whiskers were removed 
from Congressmen backing up ap- 
plicants for radio facilities when 
three House of Representatives 


and KFVS, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Although the formal protest nor- 
/ mally would bring an immediate 
|ruling, Acting Chairman Paul A. 
‘Walker merely ‘noted’ Sutton’s 
squawk and permitted Keller to ex- 


members appeared Thursday (26) to | press his opinion as to the need for 


voice conflicting views on request 
of Orville W. Lyerla for a new local 


plant at Herrin, Ill. Open partici- 
pation of legislators in regulatory 
litigation provoked much _ tongue- 
clucking among the bar and obvi- 
ously embarrassed the FCC, which 
ducked a ruling on the legality of 
such tactics. 

The representatives using the 
front door, instead of the former 
practice of applying heat via tele- 
phone or conferences behind closed 
doors, raised the question whether 
the FCC has set a new precedent in 
legal operations. In the past, Con- 
gressmen have showed up as wit- 
nesses and spokesmen con- 
stituents at administrative hearings, 
before numerous Federal bureaus as 
well as the FCC, but participation 
as an ‘associate counsel’ is ex- 
ceptionally rare. Furthermore, there 
is a statute which usually prohibits 
lawmakers from accepting remuner- 
ation for such activities, law which 
the parties in this instance say they 
were careful not to transgress. 

Issue arose when Congressman 
Kent Keller, appearing to urge 
favorable- action on Lyerla’s plea 
for the right to operate a station on 
1310 ke. Immediate objection was 
registered by George O. Sutton, 
representing WEBQ, Harrisburg, 


i the new transmitter. Tipped off in 
‘advance as to what would be at- 
| tempted, Sutton took the wraps off 
,a pair of substitute barristers and 
_had Congressmen Orville Zimmer- 

man of Missouri and Claude V. 
Parsons of Illinois, both Democrats, 
| tell why they think another plant 
is unnecessary, 

Quizzed about his novel action, 
Keller explained that he had a deep 
interest in the application because 
present stations in Southern Illinois 
and northern Missouri don’t give 
adequate local service in his district. 
Apparently aware of the law pro- 
hibiting appearance for compensa- 
tion, he insisted he would not ac- 
cept a fee but was merely rendering 
a public service. 


Political influence on the FCC 
long has been a grave problem, oc- 
casioning whispered charges of im- 
proper action on the part of the reg- 
ulators and leading former Chair- 
man Frank R. McNinch to announce 
upon accession to the driver’s seat 
that the rear alley would be closed 
and a goldfish-bowl procedure would 
be instituted. While some barristers 
felt it is preferable to drag the Con- 
gressmen into public sight, others 
wondered how a lawmaker supposed 
to serve all the people of his dis- 
trict can justify taking sides in a 
controversial fight of this nature. 


FLAMM NOT 
MODEL 
FOR BIZ 


Washington, Oct. 31. 
Charges that WMCA, New York, 
violated the secrecy clauses of the 
Communications Act by airing mes- 
sages to German and British ships 
were filed ‘for future consideration’ 


last week when revocation threat 
was dropped with hint that Donald 
Flamm’s fitness to hold a license will 
be brought up again. Regulators 
meanwhile let Flamm off with a 
brisk reprimand which also served 
as a general warning to the entire 
industry, the press and the public to 
be careful about revealing confiden- 
tial communications. 

Threat to review the testimony 
about the war broadcast incident at 
some later date was contained in 
the final paragraph of a 10-page 
order in which the Commish said it 
‘is of the opinion that an order of 
Tevocation need not be entered at 
this time.’ In summarizing the in- 
quiry, the FCC said that ‘grave doubt 
has been cast upon the licensee's | 
qualifications to operate its station in 
a manner consistent with the public 
interest... Apparently planning to 
dust off a record containing several 
other complaints, regulators ex- 
Plained that the report on the eaves- P 
dropping ‘must be of cumulative 
weight in determining the disposi- 
tion to be made upon any future ex- 
amination into the conduct o: this 
Station,’ 


WESTINGHOUSE 


KDKA 


"IONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EUWARD PETRY & CO. 


. 


Yester da ..» November, 1920, broadcasting 
| began with KDKA. 


‘Toda ... November, 1939, KDKA begins 


another Era with a complete 
NEW TRANSMITTER PLANT, 
most modern in the world... 
located only nine miles from 
Pittsburgh’s Golden Triangle. 
SIGNAL STRENGTH INCREASE 


... over eight times ... through- 
out the Metropolitan Airea. 


‘Tomorrow. .. and all the Tomorrows to come, 
KDKA will continue to be 
THE FIRST STATION. 


50,000 WATTS - 980 KILOCYCLES 
‘The Only Master Key to The Master Market” 
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 
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Revives Fixed Percentage 


Of Time for Culture’ Radio Bugaboo 


Washington, Oct. 31. 
New efforts to force’ present, 


broadcasters 


for non-commercial opera- 

be launched unless the 
FCC backs down on its rule dis- 
couraging rebroadcasting. Possible 
reopening of the old fight was seen 


facilities 
tion may 


after last week’s FCC hearing on 
petition of Mayor LaGuardia of 
New York for change in present 


regulations so WNYC, muncipally- | 


owned plant, can pick up programs (9 P! 
> 


from other ‘cultural’ stations. 
Issue was taken under advisement | 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


HELD OVER 2nd WEEK 
STRAND, NEW YORK 


Thanks to Hal Kemp, Ed Cashman, 
Alex Holden, Arch Bermingham, 
Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce 
and the Griffin Co. 


HIS SCRIPT WRITER'S” 
COPY GETS RESULTS 


{DEAS, not merely words, increased 
ove program’s mail sampling results 
aver 400%. Another program idea 
engaged for @ 13-week test, con- 
tinued profitably for 195 weeks more. 
broadeasts pulled 12,143 
letters. Versatile, resourceful, pro- 
litte and expert in all details from 
idea to production. Prefer free lance 
assignments. Modest fees. Suggest 
interview for abundant proof. Box 
135, Variety, New York, 


KAY 
THOMPSON 


and her Rhythm Singers 
for ETHYL 


with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 
and TONY MARTIN 


CBS Every Monday, 8-8:30 P.M., 


six local 


EST 
Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


to allot specified op- | 
portunities to educational groups or 
to obtain fixed percentage of radio | 


‘head of 


_neer, 


TED STEELE 


Musical Director for 
ROGER WHITE PRODUCTIONS 
Now Playing 
“SOCIETY GIRL” 


CBS Daily 3:15-3:30, Mon.-Fri. Incl. 


!after day-long hearing at which La- 
Guardia by 
idea which educators 

tained for a long time. 


have enter- 
Little di- 
' certain facilities set aside for 


wit- 
re- 


‘New York executive and other 
nesses offer a logical excuse for 
suming the aitack. 

What LaGuardia wants is free- 
dom to avoid leasing land lines in 
‘order to get programs for WNYC. 
Under present policies, permission 
to pick up programs from other sta- 
is granted only because of 
peculiar situations, such as the lack 
or unreasonable cost of wires. 

Support for the relaxation pro- 
posal came from Walter S. Lemmon, 
WorldWide Broadcasting 
Corp., which operates international 
plants that would serve the New 
York station. Additional arguments 
by Prof. William Y. Elliott of Har- 


vard, S. Howard Evans of the Na- | 
‘tional Committee on Education by 


| Radio, and Frank Schooley of the 
National Association of Educational | 


| Broadcasters. 


Chief objection is technical, with 


Andrew W. Ring, a Commish engi- | 
interference and re- | 
duced efficiency. The rule ought not | 
be eased without a thorough probe | 
into possible consequences, he main-_— 


fearing 


tained. 


Rudy Vallee on Coast 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Rudy Vallee, who is to emcee four | 
Chase & Sanborn programs in ab- 
sence of Don Ameche, is here. 
He takes over when Nelson me | 
departs Nov. 12. 


Ray Defoe With Camay 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Camay 
and dropped five characters. 
mond Defoe is the newcomer. 
Eliminees include Laddie Seaman, 


Ray- 


|Edwin R. Wolfe, Madeleine Pierce, 


Katherine sevens. 


James Krieger, 


American Listeners Want to Hear 


Only What's Pleasant, Says Baukhage fi 


Washington, Oct. 31. 
Germany’s of the 


value of radio good-will tops the 
French, while working conditions in 


appreciation 


the Reich are far pleasanter than in | 


other European spots. This is the 
report of Hijalmar R. Baukhage, 
trouble-shooting spieler for NBC 
who has just come back from six 
weeks’ microphone duty behind the 
front lines, 

Refuting the yarns about stringent 
control in Deutschland, Baukhage 
reported last week that 


LISTEN “ana DAI LY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P. M. EST 
COAST TO COAST 
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Sih 
6 EAST 48th STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


Special Material and Chatter by Milt Francis 


LYMAN 


“HEDGES” 


Avenue 


implication revived the, 


rect reference to the desire to have , 
‘non | 
commercial’ use, but the pleas of the | 
| 10:15. 

Caroline Cabot, shopping and fash- | 


quiz 
| will emanate from Cleveland’s Ma- 
sonic Hall 
, handles it here, to feed half-hour to 


| player 
soap serial has added one) 


{the Nazis. 


disguised | 
and indirect censorship in the United | 
States is far more real and consid- | at least on a par with the foreigners, , 
erably more effective than any regu- | 
lations and propaganda activities of | 


| does not make any complete indict- 
| ment, 


side of the water. 


all 
| Swiss 
| to enforce impartiality on radio re- 
| porters. 
| for intensive checking and no devia- | 
| tion is permitted. 


| the 
| m. c. feels the Nazis are leaps ahead | 


| best advantage. 


'er in Germany—Baukhage observes, 


/around and are wound up in red 


, handicap, 


*-was frowned upon, 


Flashes From Boston 


Boston, Oct. 31 
Abe Schechter, NBC director of 
news and special events, speaks to- 


day (Tuesday) at weekly luncheon of 
his | 


' the Advertising Club of Boston, 
subject being ‘Radio Covers the War.’ 

Ray Girard, WEEI staff man, had | 
a birthday last week, and also cote. | 
brated his 10th anniversary with the | 
station. 

Charles Hector, WEEI's 
director, will do the music for 
‘Morning Promenade’ Saturdays at 
Carl Moore emcees. 


ion advisor on WEEI, has several 
men’s shops seeking to capture citi- 
zens through their wives. Program 
is now 13 years old. 

Fire gutted the basement of the 
three-story apartment building in 
which lives WBZ-WBZA chief an- 
nouncer Bob White and again, a 
week later, fire swent through the 
top of the same. building, consuming 
the roof. 

WBZ has new sustaining program 
ealled “Texas Trailers’ with the Mc- 
Neil Family of Corpus Christi doing 
the routine. 

WEEI and the Columbia staff will 
give a cocktail party and reception 
for John Barbirolli Wednesday aft- 
ernoon before his concert that eve- 
ning with the New York Philhar- 


monic. 


Tight Squeeze 


Cleveland, Oct. 31. 

Williams Shaving Cream’s touring 
show tagged ‘True or False’ 
Nov. 6 WHK, which 
NBC's blue network. 

Although capacity of hall is about 
| 2,000 seats, station is giving away 
, 4,000 ducats for visio-broadcast. | 


Thorson Plays Tom Mix 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 
In the Ralston serial over NBC, 
‘Adventures of Tom Mix,’ the ghost 


identified as Russell Thorson. DeWitt 
Bride is playing the sheriff and Cur- | 


C. L. Menser directs from Charles 
| s } script. 


musical | 
the | 


for the western hero is now | 


ley Bradley the character of Snood, | 
| the soandso. lthe Library of Congress. 


‘of the City’ was aired two seasons 


+ 


Network 


Wednesday, November 1, 1939 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 1 
(Vaseline preparations), WABC. -CBS, 


CHESEBROUGH MFG. CO. 
10 to 10:30 p.m. “Dr. Christian,” 
Camp. McCann-Erickson. 
from Hollywood, 


Producer, 
Hookup, 61 stations. 


with Jean Hersholt, Rosemary De. 
Dorothy Barstow. Originates 


MONDAY, NOV. 6 


CALIFORNIA FRUIT GROWERS EXCHANGE 
WABC-CBS, Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 6:15 to 6: 30 
“Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood.” 


lemons ). 


p.m. 
Arthur Baker. 


” 


Along, 
teen, dramatic cast. Biow Co. Prod 
Charles O'Connor. 
(Formerly on Mutual.) 


Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 


WEDNESDAY, 
PHILIP MORRIS & CO. WJZ-NBC, 8 to 8:30 p.m. 


(Sunkist oranges, 


Lord & Thomas. Announcer, 
29 stations 
NOV. 8 


“Breezing 


with Johnny Green's orchestra, Beverly and the Swing Four- 


ucer, Walter A. Tibbals. Announcer, 


Originates from New York. Hookup, 43 Stations. 


WJSV’S THEATRE TIEUP 


Ample Rehearsal to Offset Amateurs 
Stagefright 


Washington, Oct. 31. 

Springboard for ambitious kids 
arranged between WJSV, Columbia's 
Washington outlet, and a local the- 
atre where the transmitter finds the 
talent and the vaude house books 
it for a full week’s run. ‘Washing- 
ton Hour,’ a daily half-hour pro- 
gram, Monday through Friday, will 
select five acts a month, one for each 
day of the week, to be heard four 
times during the month. Most pop- 
ular will be booked as ‘WJSV’s Find 
of the Month.’ 


Extensive rehearsal periods have 
been arranged to give the young- 
sters a chance to get over stage- 
fright and brush up on their acts. 
House band of WJSV, conducted by 
Paul Kain, furnishes musical back- 
ground, 


MacLeish’s Air Drama 


Archibald MacLeish has finished 


| another drama, with the trick title, | 
| American War Promises,’ which CBS 
is considering for a sustainer. It’s} 
described as Walt Whitmanesque 
| verse, 

Writer was recently appointed by | 


President Roosevelt as librarian of | 


His ‘Fall 


| ago fac the network. 


He sees the American}! 
rather than either the Gov- 
the station operator as! 


listener, 
ernment or 


the individual who pulls the plug 
that results in one-sided reporting 


and gives play to bias and prejudices. | 


|The American radio auditor and 
newspaper reader won't tolerate 
stuff he doesn’t like or which dis- 


agrees with his preconceived ideas 
and sentiments. 

Awareness of this condition is a 
serious hurdle for both the press and 


S., in the view of | 
Puts this country 


radio in the U. 
the NBC gabber. 


since American commentators 


interpreters are bound to exercise 
subconscious restraint. Baukhage 


though, and admits the op- 
portunity to speak out exists on this 


Swiss Are Tough 

Switzerland is about the toughest 
country for microphonists’ these 
davs, as far as Baukhage con- | 
cerned. (He didn’t try spieling in 
other neutral nations, however.) In 
desperate attempts not to offend 
anybody and remain at peace with 
their battling neighbors, the 
have gone to great extremes ! 


is 


Scripts must be submitted 


While his observations were made 


at the most excited period before | 
| and right after the gong sounded, | 


former Farm and Home hour 


of the French in using radio to the 
Atmosphere for an 
American radio man is far pleasant- 


‘You have some human relations in 
| Berlin; you can argue with the 
Nazis but the French order you 


tape’—and the Hitlerites, knowing 
they need friends, go to great lengths 
to be accommodating. 

German censorship is no serious 
Baukhage said. Scripts 
had to be approved and ad libbing 
but the editors! 


of scripts. 
| cOpies 


would listen to reason and had some 


understanding of the problems faced | 


by alien commentators. Little at- 


| tempt to force propaganda down the 


the throats of visiting announcers, 
although officials frankly and open- 
ly admitted they were giving their 
own twist to formal news and free- 
ly eonneses they wanted to get Ger- | 
many’s views across to 
listeners. 


Chief restraint in Germany is vol- | 


untary and almost instinctive on the 
part of the radio and press corre- 
spondents, in Baukhage’s 
tion. By putting 
spielers on their 


the writers 
honor, the 


with hard-boiled manner 
regulations. 
French Slow in Starting 

Chief difference was the treatment 
While the Nazis wanted 
90 minutes before program 
time, they would permit last-minute 
changes and didn’t kick when the 
text was late in reaching the blue- 
pencil wielders. The French were 
adamant, often holding up approval 
until a split-second before the broad- 
cast was scheduled and declining to 
explain deletions. Baukhage thinks 
that part of the trouble in Paris may 
have been the confusion and excite- 
ment, for the propaganda and cen- 
sorship crews were just getting or- 
ganized where the Germans 
smooth-functioning systems. 

To illustrate, Baukhage cited two 
experiences Berlin. 
chats with various 
suspected the missing Bremen was 
in Murmansk, particularly when 


naval officers informed him the crew | 
was due home at a particular time. | 
When he inserted in one script a re- | 


mark that the luxury liner was safe, 


censors laughed and politely asked | 


him to cut it out. On the occasion of 
his exclusive interview with cap- 
tured British fliers, Baukhage was | 
allowed to talk with the prisoners | 
without any restriction, not even an | 
interpreter eaves-dropping and no 
protest being made when he advised 
the Royal Air Force lads to be care- 
ful what they told: the Nazis. 


American | 


estima. | 

and |} 
Nazis | 
are more successful than the French | 
and strict | 


had | 


Through | 
individuals, he | 


WRITER SCUDDER DIES 
IN SUBWAY MISHAP 


Raymond Scudder, 38, on the NBC 
continuity staff since 1929, was killed 
by an Interboro subway train in 
New York, Oct. 27. He had apparent- 
ly fallen from the platform. After an 
investigation the police scouted sui- 
cide as the motive and expressed the 
belief that the fall had been due to 
sudden illness. 

Scudder who was born in the 
Orient, worked on a Shanghai news- 
paper and was Far Eastern corres. 
pondent for Honolulu newspapers. 
Prior to joining NBC he was a story 
writer. Among his latest assignments 
at NBC was a vocational guidance 
series, ‘Your Job.’ 

He is survived by his widow and 
father, Frank R. Scudder, a mission- 


ary stationed in Honolulu. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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There are extra profits In advertising 
over CFCKE! The mouthpiece of Mon- 
earries your advertising 

te than one millioo 
beth French and English, in 
CECF's contract 
renewals point to satisfied customers 
who have found that CECE PAYS! 


CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 


Owned and Operated by 


CANADIAN MARCONI 
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CONGRESSMAN 
CITES MAIL 
WLW 


Washington, Oct. 31. 

Oratorical attempts to force an 
FCC reversal on the matter of super- 
power proadeasting were resumed 
jast week with another political 
blast on behalf of Powel Crosley 
and WLW, Cincinnati. Results of a 
personally-supervised poll by a con- 
gressman were called to the atten- 


tion of the House and the Commis- 
sion Thursday (26) by Rep. Martin 
L. Sweeney, a Democrat from Cleve- 
Jand, in a speech repeating declara- 
tions that failure to lift the 50 kw 
lid on clear-channel stations con- 
demns the hinterland to ‘tongueless 
silence of the dreamless dusk.’ 

While the issue has been finally 
settled by the FCC with promulga- 
tion of new rules retaining the pres- 
ent power restrictions, Sweeney 
sought to obtain reconsideration on 
the strength of 2,500 post cards from 
dial-spinners in 14 states showing 
WLW is the overwhelmingly favorite 
station in West Virginia, Florida, 
Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and Vir- 
ginia. 

Giving a detailed analysis of the 
responses to his mail-bag question- 
naire to rural listeners, Sweeney 
submitted percentages showing that 
the Cincy plant is the second choice | 
of persons depending on clear-chan- | 
nel service in Mississippi, Louisiana, | 
Arkansas and North Carolina and/ 
the third favorite in Missouri, Mich- | 
igan, Kansas and Alabama, 

Survey, which was almost a dupli- 
cate of check by the FCC in 1935, 
and 1937, according to the Congress- | 
man, showed in several instances 
that WLW was at the top for first, 
second, third and fourth choice of 
the rural audiences. Sweeney inter- 
preted the replies as further evi- 
dence of the contention that more | 
juice is imperative to give the thin- 
ly-settled districts reliable recep- 
tion, pointing out that many of the 
cards urged restoration of WLW's | 
500 kw permit. 


TOSS CHICAGO PARTY 
TO INTRO CALLAHAN 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Walter Callahan, Chicago manager 
for Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp., sales reps for 
WLW and WSAI, Cincinnati, was 
introduced to local agency execs at 
a cocktail party tossed at the Black- 
stone hotel Friday (27). About 150 
persons were on hand for the event. 

Delegation up from Cincy included 
Jim Shouse, Bob Dunville, Dewey 
Long and Cecil Carmichael. 


WBZ Staff Realignment 


Boston, Oci. 31. 

Bob White, WBZ's chief announcer, 
has relinquished Special Events to 
Bob Evans of the staff, but continues 
with the morning Esso Newscasts. 
daily bulletins and sports. Charles 
Gilchrest, former radio editor of the 
Chicago Daily News, handles these 
last three during the afternoon and 
evenings, also doing publicity, while 
Harry Goodwin is in charge of sales 
promotion. 

The whole department of publicity, 
sales promotion and news continues 
under the management of George 
Harder, 


MAKE ANOTE_ 


DEN 
WATS WOR 


CALLED FOR DARKNESS 


Outdoor Television Runs Into the 
Advancing Autumn 


Football telecasts are providing 
another dilemma for NBC's tele- 
vision department. With darkness 
setiing in so early during fall aft- 
ernoons, last quarter of the games 
consists—in the visio receiver—of | 
white specs on a black background. 

Now the program department 
wants to know shall it continue 
telecasting anyway? Shall it stop 
the telecast but continue to broad- 
cast so that listeners at least know 
who wins? Or shall it cut off the 
whole thing when the field gets too 
dark? 


CBS TELEVISH 
MOVES INCH 


Columbia Broadeasting System has 
reached the point in television ex- 
perimentation where it is on the air. 
Just when isn't publicized. CBS tele- 
vision is the number four button on 
the RCA sets, but to get a line on 
what's being put out a _ constant 
watch is necessary, 

Test patterns will continue inter- 
mittently with CBS now apparently 
pledged, television style, to a regu- 
lar program schedule in another two 
months, as time is reckoned in CBS 
television. 

It’s a well-known fact that CBS 


NBC-RCA Television 


Wednesday, Nov. 1 


2:30—Elizabeth Watts, fashion 
expert, on ‘The Right and Wrong 


of It,’ with Bergdorf-Goodman 
creations. 

2:45—Film serial, ‘The Lost 
Jungle,’ 


3:05—Film, ‘Oberon Overture.’ 
3:15-3:30—Alison Skipworth, 
interviewed by Patricia Murray. 
9:00-10:30—To fill. 
Thursday, Nov. 2 
2:30-3:45—Film, ‘Two Minutes 
to Play,’ with Herman Brix, 
Eddie Nugent and Jeanne Mar- 
tel. 
8:30-9:30 -— Crosby Gaige’s 
Cooking Scandals, Remo Buf- 
fano’s marionettes, and a Style 
Show by the Barbizon Studio 
of Fashion Modeling, 
Friday, Nov. 3 
2:30-4:00—‘Forty Girls and a 
Baby’ (French film with English 


subtitles), starring Lucien Ba- 
roux. 
8:30-9:40—Film, ‘Young and 


Beautiful,’ with William Haines, 
Judith Allen and John Miljan. 
Saturday, Nov. 4 

2:30-5:00—Football, New York 
University vs. Lafayette College. 

8:30-9:45 — ‘Treasure Island,’ 
dramatized by Donald Davis, 
with Dennis Hoey, Billy Red- 
field, William Balfour, William 
Podmore and Robert Allen. 


‘Info’ Clicko 


Canada Dry has renewed for its 
‘Information, Please’ program on the 
isn’t bursting its suspenders hustling | NBC-blue for another 52 weeks, 


into the vague and costly field of | fective Nov. 14. 


television. 


Deal involves 62 stations. 


| very fact that the future of tele-| 
ef- 


Zenith Head, Television Skeptic, 
Still Thinks NBC Rates ‘Break’ 


(Eugene F. McDonald, Jr., presi-| cess should pull together at the bee 
dent of Zenith Radio (seis), was the | ginning, 
first president of the National Asso- Back in the early days of radio, 
ciation of Broadcasters, 1923-25 in-| when Zenith operated its own stae 
clusive, as the then-operator of a/tion, WJAZ, for the Chicago area, 
Chicago station. Recently he has; Claudio Muzio, Lazzari and Mar- 
been chief spokesman of the view gery Maxwell were glad to con- 
that television was, by its ballyhoo, tribute their services gratis to our 
presenting a@ premature threat to infant industry. Radio is deeply in- 
radio set sales.) debted to them and it is because 
‘of their helpful attitude and the as- 
| sistance of many others that radio 
Editor, Variety: | was able to prove itself and become 

I can’t help commenting on the! one of the leading users of talent 
news in your Oct. 18 issue about the | today. 
stumbling blocks Actors’ Equity and| Conditions today may require that 
the Screen Actors Guild are placing | Broadway artists receive more in- 
in the way of television develop- | come for television appearances than 
ment. I note that Equity requires early radio stars received, but what- 
a full week’s pay for the cast of any ever is demanded should be reason- 
| stage production that is televised and | able or the advent of television on 
that the Guild 


Chicago. 


is setting up high|a commercially successful basis, with 


minimum wages for any movie} thousands of spectators instead of 
scenes that are incorporated into’ hundreds, will be shoved off into 
television talent shows. 'the still more distant future. Cer- 


While Zenith does not recede one tainly, in that event, the performer 
inch from its position that television | will suffer as much as anyone. 
is not yet ready for the public, I; The whole music industry has 
believe that those who are willing to! benefited from radio, both directly 
invest large sums of money to try|and indirectly, and the stage can 
to prove that it can be made a suc-| benefit from television if it will help 
cess in New York should receive, to get it started. 
better cooperation from those who E. F. McDonald, Jr. 
will benefit from television when it President, Zenith Radio Corp. 
gets here on a full-time basis. The 


Lord & Thomas, San Francisco, has 
vision is somewhat in doubt, today,! Fairfax Cone, as new manager fol- 
makes it all the more important that lowing transfer of John S. Whedon to 
those interested in making it a suc-| Chicago. 
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30 VARIETY 


RADIO REVIE 


*YOUTHA vs. AGE’ 

With Cal Tinney 

30 Mins. 

SLOAN’S LINIMENT 

Saturday, 8:50 p.m. 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 

(Warwick & Legler) 
On the familiar theory that there’s 

. always room for one more, Sloan’s 

liniment last Saturday night (28) be- 


gan a new quiz series over NBC blue | 
(WJZ). This one varies the formula | 


of juves and 
all-aroun 
for cash 


teams 
answer 
competition 


by bringing 
grownups) to 
questions 


Wednesday, November 


1, 1939 


Follow-Up Comments 


Mildred Bailey, after a test appear- 
ance three weeks before, became on 


prizes. Cal Tinney is m.c. and Hugh | 


Mellrevy 


Subject to the roughness of a first) pretation. : 
broadcast, it’s only mildly entertain-! it was the second, a swing version of | salesmen. 


!'last Saturday (28) a regular feature 
of Camel’s Benny Goodman show on 
the NBC-red. The occasion found | 
her still leading the parade as far as | 
concerned. 
From any angle it was a swell com- 


handles the commercials. bination of rhythm, clarity and inter- | 


She did two numbers, but | 


FULTON LEWIS, JR. 
Newscaster 

15 Mins. 

DETROLA RADIOS 

| M-W-F; 10:30 P.M. 
| WOR-MBS, New York 

(Bass-Lucko#) 
| among the cluster of newscasterts to 
climb into the higher wages during 
the news boom of the past year or 
so. He is also Mutual’s second per- 
sonality in this department, the first 


a/her particular style of vocalizing is | being Raymond Gram Swine. 


Lewis opened his series from the 
headquarters in Detroit of his new 
sponsor, a radio set manufacturer, 
and in the presence of a crowd of 
The latter probably oc- 


iug show of its kind, and competes |‘Lover Come Back to Me,’ that laid | casioned some unaccustomed stum- 


with the Milton Berle series (also a}’em low. Coming from anybody else} bling over words. 


quiz) concurrently on the red net- 
work. 
There's it 
quiz shows as such, except to ask if 
they aren't getting a trifle passe. In 
this case the questions were gen- 


evally a cinch. Prizes of $10 each for | 


the winners, $5 for the losers and $2 
those sending accepted 
questions, are in the accepted groove. 
Chief cause for comment is Tinney s 
handling of the proceedings. Start- 
ing out with an ultra hayseed de- 
livery, the rural columnist gradually 
dropped the rube siuif to wind up 
the session playing straight. In one, 
instance he handled French pro- 
nunciation smoothly. However, 
didn’t let up in his far-reaching 
efforts at comedy. Never neglected a 
chance for a pun or a folksy gas. A 
few attempts were passably funny. 
but on the whole it was pretty 
garrulous. He also made two mistakes 
in judging answers. 
competitors were brought to the 
mike for intro 


| 


/it might have sounded something of | 


nothing much to say about | mn 
‘modern idiom to a composition that 
basically rich in rhythm. 


a sacrilege. With Miss Bailey it was! 


in essence a keen application of the 
| 
| 


‘Good News’ (Maxwell House | 
| Coffee) continues to labor along' 


| without a sock comedy supplement 


| to 
|The hoity-toity material and style | 


|chief inning may be in the groove 
'but that groove isn’t anywhere in 
'the vicinity of the midsection. 


‘Baby Snooks’ (Fannie Brice). | 


which derives from Roland Young's 


Last Thursday's (26) installment 


he | placed the guest accolade on Paulette 
| Goddard. 
}eomedy bit with Young which was | chawed vigorously on broom straws 
; quite short on laughs and later in 


She first did a situation | 


| 


exposition of Mrs. | 


a serious vein supported by Walter 
Huston in an 


playlet, ‘The Curtain,’ The idea of 


a daughter turning over her fugitive 


scripts con- 
He has the 


Lewis writes clear 
cerned with Washington. 


'knack of not saying anything very 


new or very controversial, yet mak- 
ing it listenable. That’s usually con- 
sidered commercial. 

He’s handling his own advertising 
announcements. Land. 


‘BULL SESSION’ 
Open Discussion 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
Picked up at Drake University, 
Des Moines, some seven college pa- 
per editors sat around a table and 


while a hidden CBS mike faded in 
and out. they knew not when. CBS’ 
Parker Wheatley went to Iowa from 


| Hallie Flannagan’s curious morality | Chicago to keep the thing together 


and he sueceeded admirably in doing 
so. It was consistently engrossing, 


ductions and to identify | father to the cops must have struck |even though the voices were not 


themselves. Each had a gag to de-/ listeners as something of a realistic | always at proper level, a fault prob- 


liver, all of which were too obvi-— 
ously prepared. Same was true of a! 
pseudo-impromptu alternate verse- 
composing by Tinney and Mcllrevy 
for one of the commercials. Sponsor 
was way overboard on the plugs, 
cramming no less than five into the 


30 minutes. Show reeds doctoring. 
Hobe. 


CHARLES STARK 

‘ODD SIDE OF THE NEWS’ 

5 Mins.; Local 

REM & REL 

Daily, 8:15 a.m. 

WABC, New York 

(Joseph Katz) 
This early morning stint ‘Starts oft | 
with the legend ‘keep smiling. If 
last Monday's (30) items of news 
~ with humorous intent were average 
samples, the sleep-bound listeners 
will have to await some other inci- 
dent of the day for their chuckles. 
The first tidbit was about a lady 104 
years old. who was cutting a new 
set of teeth. Another told about a 
householder swatting an animal in 
the dark and finding out the next 
day it was a bear, while another re- 
called the newspaper piece about the 
mayor who slipped on the waxed 

floor of his safety commissioner. 

As for the plug, it’s simple, folksy 
and brief. It’s a mistake for any one | 
to let a cough run on without doing 
something about it. Something is 
Rem, Odec. 


| 


EUGENE LYONS 
News Commentator 
SPARTON RADIO 
Daily, 10:45 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
The Soviet-Nazi entente proved a 


atural opportunity for Eugene 1an | 
He left Russia, where he was ; fee, that he will tip off | 
the United Press correspondent, | by, any celebrity will 
thoroughly disillusioned with the | _ Flipped | 
Soviet bureaucracy and convinced aaa udse rater on the | 
that Stalin and his yes-men were 
converting the original ideology of 
the Lenin revolution into an op-|,; irs 
portunistic oligarchy which concen- urnings trom urope. | 
|Teed off with Water Boy’ and 


trated the fat of the land in the 
~ hands of the leaders and condemned 
those outside this pale to approxi- 
mate starvation. Lyons has ex- 
pressed his bitter resentment of 
Stalin’s tactics in a book, ‘Assign- 
ment to Utopia,’ and in many sub- 
sequent articles. He is at present 
editor of the American Mercury. 

As a commentator Lyons has his 
virtues and his drawbacks. The 
stuff sounds authoritative and his 
analytical processes can’t help but 
get a highly favorable nod. On the 
other side of the scale is his present 
style of delivery. He lacks that 
illusion of the conversational or the 


intimate which is common with 
commentators that have clicked in 
recent years on the networks, His 


sentences sound long and _ labored, 
and this very element is a tough 
handicap for anybody on the air. 
Nevertheless, Lyons always sounds 
interesting, and for WMCA his asset 
value is tops. 
Odec. 


CAROL MASON 
‘Women in the News’ 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 9 A.M. 
WHAS, Louisville 

Aiming at the femme audicnce, 
presumably going about the house- 
hold chores, after pater and the kids 
have been packed off to biz and 
school. Material is culled from hap- 
penings in the field of fashion, films, 
education, and the like, and deliv- 
ered in a friendly, non-patronizing 
manner by Carol Mason. 

It’s good fodder, and well edited. 

Hold. 


| ber responded. Called for flipping a 


offbeat but the thing played well. 

Connie Boswell’s rhythmic con- | 
juries remain one of the program's 
sterling highspots. Meredith Wilson 
introduced on this same installment 
the ‘American Waltz,’ which the 
series had commissioned Peter De- 
Rose to write. The composition was 
technically pretty but the lustre and 
sweep which mark the outstanding 
waltzes of all time seemed to be 
lacking in DeRose’s work. 


_Eddy Duchin’s shot on Colum- 
bia Record program (Friday, 10:30, 


CBS) gave too much thought to | 
handing verbal bouquets to the 
leader's talents. It’s one of the 


things a program idea such as this 
has to be careful to avoid. Straight 
retelling of a leader’s past struggles, 
etc., is interesting, but where pos- | 
sible he should be allowcd to prove | 
the reason for his rise by perform- | 
ance, not by gushily relating various | 
past opinions even though they be 

from important musicians. 

In this case Duchin ably pounded | 
his keyboard and left listeners with- 
out a bit of doubt. His tickling of 
‘Ramona,’ fitted in as the tryout | 
piece he played when he joined Leo | 
Reisman way back, came over swell | 
and was joined later by a gem of | 
low note playing on ‘Moanin’ Low.’ | 
Half hour was capped by a different | 
and listenable arrangement of ‘What | 
. a Thing Called Love?’ by the | 
dand. 

In the weekly call for an amateur | 
singer to yodel with Duchin’s outfit, | 
two persons holding the same num- 


coin to make the selection. 
George Jessel program for Vitalis 
Friday (27) had a young man who. 


finished with the inevitable ‘Ol’ Man 
River.’ 

Merry Macs had a hit and a miss. 
Initer being a poor arrangement of 
‘Put Your Arms Around Me Honey.’ 
Peter Van Steeden’s band passed out 
n-ut musical backing. 


Kate Smith broadcast from Trini- 
dad, Colorado, Monday (30), in 


Santa Fe, and the mayor showed up 
bringing along a basket of fish and 
the chamber of commerce president. 
They were mighty proud, ete. It was 
good, homefolky hoke for the noon- 


informality. 


Orson Wellies had Walter Huston 
as principal guest artist for his 
‘Campbell Playhouse’ broadcast from 
Hollywood Sunday (29) evening. 
Program was a 50-minute dramatiza- 
tion of Booth Tarkington’s novel. 
‘The Magnificent Ambersons.’ As 
usual the director-plaver gave his 
supporting lead the best of it, Huston 
playing a sympathetic part, while 
Welles handled the characterization 
of the intolerant son of the widow 
who was prevented from marrying 
the man of her choice 20 years pre- 
viously. Mother love overshadows 
the woman’s renewed desire to wed 
her real love. 

Playlet was somewhat corny. but 
in the hands of top players it held 
interest. Huston gave his part an 
excellent readin’, while the wonder- 
bov Welles made the grown-up brat 
authoritative, esneciallv in his tan- 
trums. Nan Sunderland, who i 
Mrs. Huston, was very good as the 
mother. 


> 


{a friendly press. 


a} 
pause en route to Hollywood on the | 


time programs, all part of the ultra- | 


ably unavoidable under existing cir- 
cumstances. 

A standard part of American col- 
lege life, a ‘bull session’ in its own 
graphic description is an exchange 
of views among young philosophers. 
They represent impromptu huddles 
on matters intellectual at odd mo- 
ments, usually more conspicuous 
after the football season is over and 


the frost is on the corduroys. It's 
a cute adaptation to radio. 
This particular bull session was 


strictly a one-timer, being staged in 
connection with a meeting ef Asso- 
ciated Collegiate Press. Men from 
Chicago, Northwestern, Minnesota 
and Drake sounded off. several in a 
big way. Because they sounded as 
if they felt what they said, and said 
it in the words they weuld ordi- 
narily employ, CBS or no CBS, the 
thing rang true. The voices some- 
times bunched together like a traffic 
jam; that made for conviction from 
the listener. Some of the voices 
could never find professional ac- 
ceptance on the air; that, too, made 
it up and up. 

A_ profound suspicion of visiting 
British statesmen was_ persistently 
expressed. Otherwise the gamut of 
thoughts on war, peace, avoiding the 
one and preserving the other, were 
flung into the mikes, 


stuff. Land. 


‘THE VIRGINIA WEEKLY’ 
With Billy Willis 
Comment, Interviews 
15 Mins.—Loeal 
Sustaining 
Friday, 4:15 P.M. 
WRVA, Richmond 
_Chalk this up as a cute, inexpen- 
sive but effective effort in Winning 
The program idea 
gf0es Into second vear so inference is 
that combination of listener appeal 
and purpose-accomplishing warrants 
time on this well-loaded station. 
Starting with the action of a print- 
ing press, the program fades into 
the voice of Billy Willis, for- 
mer weekly newspaperman (now 
in WRVA publicity dept.) who reads 
interestinsiy enough clippings from 
many of the weekly newspapers pub- 
lished in the WRVA radius. The 
source is credited every time, you 
betcha, you betcha. Then. on alter- 
nate weeks, Willis invites and inter- 
views editors of these weeklies. The 
patter is better than average, with 
| Willis generally leading conversa- 
tion into paper's service to commun- 
ity, etc. All of which is sure-fire 
stuf for building good-will between 
the paper’s editor and WRVA. 
Bebo. 


| 


} 
} 


| 


ED McCONNELL 
With Irma Glen, Del Owen 
15 Mims. 
AIR CONDITIONING CORP. 
Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 

(Weill & Wilkins) 

Ed McConnell, who was reviewed 
two weeks ago for Tastyee Bread, 
also now has a Sunday morning sesh 
on 17-odd NBC blue stations for Air 
Conditioning Training Corp. of 
Youngstown, O. The latter is a cor- 
respondence school scouting pupils. 

McConnell in one breath wanted 
10,000 listeners to write in, so the 
sponsor would understand, and then 
sang a hymn, ‘God Understands.’ He 
unloads a hokey hodge-podge of song 
and you-know-me-I-wouldn’t-steer- 
you-wrong blather. ‘Are ya gitting 
what va want out o’ life?’ asks jovial 
Edward, and adds, ‘maybe ya present 
job is beneath yer ability and 
divnity’ (aren’t we all slaves?). 

Irma Glen, on the organ, and Del 


;| Owen, on the piano, help the hired 


hand of opportunity knock on the 
doors of the dissatisfied. Land. 


we 


Lewis. a Washington journalist, is 


It was rousing | 


| 55 Mins. 


| 


Television Reviews 


EDD 


‘THE FORTUNE HUNTER’ 
With Lowell Gilmore, Perey Kil- 


bride, Gloria Blondell, Maurice 
Burke, Hugh Cameron, Theodora 
Peck, Clarke Chesney, Maude 


Ream Stover, James Swift 
Comedy Play 


Friday (27) 3:50 P.M. 
RCA-NBC, New York 


In selecting a former stave success 
for revival by television the choice 
was hardly as_ fortunate most 
others. Not that the performance 
direeted by Warren Wade is of less- 
er standard but the play itself was 
outmoded. 


‘The Fortune Hunter’ was written 
by the late Winchell Smith, an au- 
thor-manager vyho was teamed with 
John Golden. Between them they 
staged a flock of successes and be- 
came wealthy. ‘Hunier’ was well 
rated in its day but was hardly 
among Smith’s top works. 

Story has to do with a lad from 
the city who accepts a job in a 
country drug store, behind the soda 
counter. It is strong on the romantic 
side and one point in its favor is 
the comnarative brevity of the tele- 
cast. Play was first stage hit scored 
by John Barrymore, then a kiddie. 

That part was played by Lowell 
Gillmore in the telecast, other play- 
ers also mostly being from the legit. 


as 


Perey Kilbride and Gloria Blondell, 
sister of the Coast star, were the 
other principal leads. Ibee. 


| GRAND OLE OPRY’ 
| With George D. Hay 
, 30 Mins. 
J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO co 
Saturday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOAI-NBC, San Antonio 

(William Esty) 

From the War Memorial Audit». 
rium in Nashville through a speciat 
Dixie network of stations of the NBC 
web comes WSM’s Grand Ole Opry 
Program is now 14 years old. Thera 
are 60 odd performers in a show that 
}runs for hours with a half hour de 


| voted to the praise of Prince Albect, 


Most of the performers on fiddles 
banjos, jugs, washboards, mouth 
harps and the like are’ claimed 
to come from, and sound as if they 
did, the hills of Tennessee, Alabama 
Kentucky and surrounding territory. 
They sing the songs handed down 
from previous generations in pretty 
much the accepted, traditional sivie. 


At their head is the ‘Solemn Old 
Judge,’ otherwise George D. Hay, 


who instituted the broadcasts. 


Program for Prinee Albert opens 
and closes with the familiar sound of 
the Judge’s whistle known as Hush- 
puckana. With a slow, easy style he 
introduces the performers and their 
numbers. On this special hook-up, 
Uncle Dave Macon, 68, and consid- 
ered sumpin’ in the opry; Roy Aculf 
and his Smoky Mountain Boys are 
employed, besides two guest units 
each week. Program caught pre- 
sented Ford Rush, singer, and George 
Wilkerson and the Fruit Jar Drink- 
ers as guests. 

Show is fast moving and, if the 
listener isn’t allergic, is easy on the 
ears. Outstanding bit was the sing- 
ing of Ford Rush with his rendition 
ot ‘Carry Me Back to the Lone 
Prairie” Roy Acuff was heard as 


BOXING BOUTS 

With Sam Taub 

Ridgewood Grove, Brooklyn 
Two Heurs 

Saturday (21) 

RCA-NBC, New York 


Televising of boxing exhibitions as 
seen on the receiving mirror Satur- 
day evening was more than a stunt. 
It was excellent pictorial reporting. 
The broadcast did not measure up to 
motion picture recordings of fiehts 
in clarity, but looking at the direct 
action plus the explanation of the 
commentator scemed rather exciting. 
Broadcast may be said to be in the 
shape of things to come. 

It happened that the semi-final 
match ended in a knockout and a 
right cross to the chin was directly 
in line with the cimera. With the 
fallen boy lying on his face it was | 
a cinch that he could not arise before 
the count of ten. As a matter of fact, | 
| 


| 
} 


| 


The fiehts were of | 


| 
| 
} 


the kid had to be aided to his corner, 
It was great for television. 

Aside from the bouts the action of 
Capper Jim Crowley. the referee, 
rates him an actor, but he seemed 
entirely unconscious of being caught 
by the camera. 
the club classification, meaning that | 
the boxers are under the level of 
proficiency supposed to qualify them | 
for appearances at major ring shows | 
as those at Madison Square Garden. 
However, the excitement of the fans 
was just as genuine and faithfully | 
recorded by the microphone. So | 
that telecast onlookers may identify | 
the boxers, one wears a band of' 
white on the top of his trunks. 

Of particular inter perhaps was 
the performance of Sam Taub, who 
has been on the air describing fight 
shows for years. Instead of the jar- 
gon-like jumble that was his style 
in attempting to tell every blow de- 
livered, Taub spoke in measured 
tones and permitted the onlooker to 
see for himself what went on. Most 


of his comment was between the 
rounds. Improvement in the style 
of the radio fight reporter appears 
to place him for this kind of tele- 
vision commentation. Ibee. | 
| 
DODGERS VS. EAGLES 
Professional 
Sunday (22); 2:50 p.m. | 
RCA-NBC, New York 
Mobile television unit which | 
broadeast fights in Brooklyn Satur- | 
day evening was in action Sunday | 
afternoon again in that borough to | 
telecast the football game between 
the Dodgers and the Eagles from | 


Philadelphia. 

Again the broadeast was interest- 
ing and while the flight of the ball 
when kicked could not be followed 
by the camera. enouvh of the action 
was visible to keep the eve upon the 
receiving mirror. Here again the 
Style of descriptive commentation 
was an improvement over the 
usvally furious pace used in de- 
seribing most sporting events by 
radio, 

Game was held 


in the Brooklyn 
baseball park and several players 
formerly famous in college ranks 


were in action, attention being called 
fo them as they participated in the 
important plays. Contest was close 
for a time, when the Philly aggrega- 


tion tied the score, but later the 
Dodgers drew out to a decisive 
victory. 

As the afternoon wore on. re- 
ception was not as clear as when the 
stun shone. Indicated that the pro 
fames are started too Iate for the 
shortening days but use of flood 
lights with which most ball parks 
are equipped should help telecast 
reception, Ibee. 


ge 


soloist in ‘Wabash Cannonball” 
Many of the songs vlayed and sung 
are original compositions and all are 


played without benefit of shee 
music. 

Commercials are aimed at those 
who roll their own and are handled 
by Dave Stone. Short and to the 
point. Andy. 


‘PLAY LABORATORY’ 

With Dr. William Keller, Dou Hitl, 
William Sherman, George Paiter- 
son, Russell Pirkey, Harry Lukens, 
Fred Scott and Burton Blackwell 

Drama 

30° Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 19:50 P.M. 

WAVE, Louisville 
This program came pretiy close iv 

giving a clear picture of the possi- 

bitities in the drama line hereabouts, 

Utilized most of the WAVE staif 

voiees, with one or two borrowed 

from local amateur groups. Plaviet 
presented was titled ‘Man Who 

Could Talk to Cows,’ an original by 

Graeme Gilmore of the station’s 

continuity staff. 

Story concerned a man who 
claimed to have studied the nature 
of farm animals, and who startied 
his fellow stockmen, by asserting 
that he was possessed of a power to 
converse with cows. His statements 
were met by devision from the cat- 
tle men, but with the death of sci- 
entist, who had collaborated with 
dairymen on his theories, a reaction 
among cattle herds sect in with beef 
refusing to eat, resulting in herds 
slowly starving. On his deathbed, 
the scientist reestablished communi- 
cation with the herds, and comsuim- 
ers were again assured of povrter- 
house steaks and hamburgers. 

Plenty of sound effects, such as 
herds of cattle mooing, etc., are In- 
terspersed. Interest was well sus- 
tained to the climax, and at leest 
shows that the writer has struck out 
in an original vein, with subseguent 


efforts more likely to jell than this 
opus. Several of the cast have had 
dramatie experience in local ama- 
teur groups. and carry their roles 


with authority. Others were quite 
amateurish. and several of ihe voices 
were too thin and high pitched for 
cattle men. 

On the whole. type of presenta- 
tion should hold audience interest, 
and promises to improve as the 
weeks go on.’ Planned to present au 


original play weekly. Hold. 
‘THE PERFECT HOST ENTER- 
TAINS’ 


| With Roger Campbell, Ralph Kose’s 


Orchestra, Brounof and his violin 
Musical Variety 
15 Mins.—Regzgional 


| ANHEUSER-BUSCH CO. 
M-W-F, 1 


p.m, 
KABC-TSN, San Antonio 
With Roger Campbell (Steve Wil- 
helm), as ‘the perfect host,’ this 
southwestern suds musicale was fast 


'moving for a regional effort Fach 
broadeast presents a ‘guest artist 
(Brounof and his violin on stanza 


caught). Commercials are woveu 
into a story with some artfulness 
in hitting the ear before the listenet 
can set up the resistance reflexes. 
Throughout the program, both the 
entertainment parts and commet- 
cial, a harp is heard as background 
With Gail Laughton playing. Andy. 


Dick Ruppert of the WLW-WSATI 
sales promotion staff was a speaker 
last week at the annual conw2ntion 
of the National Associalion of Retat! 
Druggists, held in St. Paul. Explaiued 
coordination of Crosley stations and 
druggists in primary area. 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


ASCAP 


VARIETY $i 


ASCAP Heads Avoid Tacoma: 
Knew in Advance Montana 
Warrants Would Be Revived 


By HARRY T. SMITH 
Seattle, Oct. 31. 
Foiled recently in New York City, 
jeadquarters of the American So- 
ciety of Authors, Composers and 
Fublishers, the Montana group of 
embattled and embittered broadcast- 


ers is still trying to have ASCAP of- | 


ficials arrested as ‘criminals’ and 
extradited to Montana. Latest move 
ic enforce warrants charging con- 
spiracy to extort has created a 
bizarre situation in nearby Tacoma 


the case in New York. On inquiry, 
added Vandeveer, he was assured by 
the attorney general that no warrants 
would be issued here. 

‘We barely got the hearing under 
way,’ siated Vandeveer, ‘when a 
bunch of deputies with warrants for 
our witnesses appeared. They were 
not issued in this state, but Montana.’ 
Davis objected to Vandeveer's state- 
ments, and then asked the master 
itaking the testimony to exclude all 
the witnesses from the hearing. The 


REPS 
MEET 


Expects Some Sneers From 
Broadcasters and Others 
On 
‘Better Late Than Never’ 
Best Policy 


CONTRACT STATUS 


Society 


American 


GOOD 


Move But Thinks 


of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is preparing ; union dances to four a year. 
to meet the oft heard criticism about | 


Broadcasters Association 
A 3rd Party, MPPA Possible 4th, 
In ‘Rights Suit on Whiteman 


{ 
Alfred U. Frat Denied 
a three-way scrimmage again Jast 


Union Band for Ball | week when the National Association 
Alfred, N. Y., Oct. 31. = Broadcasters filed an appeal from 

Alfred University students are | the decision of Federal Judge Vin- 
balked in hiring a name band for Cent Leibell. The N.A.B. got into the 
interfraternity ball Dec. 14 by clash | Complicated legal tilt by retaining 
with musicians’ union of Hornell, | Stuart Sprague to carry on in behalf 
Student-body refused to sign a union | Of WNEW, N. Y., the defendant in 
agreement that would limit non- | the original action. RCA Victor last 
| week, like Whiteman the week be- 
University has 14 organizations | fore, also took an appeal from Judge 
which give small dances during the | Leibell’s decision, which posed the 


where a master in chancery, Archie | master granted the motion, but ex- 
F. Blair, is conducting hearings in| cepted the ASCAP delegation, 
connection with the Washington state | ——— 
litigation against ASCAP which has | ASCAP Counter-Sues 
been challenged as unconstitutional. | Louis Frohlich, ASCAP general 
Outside Blair's chambers the sheriff counsel, disclosed vesterday (Tues- 
is on the lookout for Gene Buck, | yoy) in New York that 30 additional 


its Jack of goodwill relations out in 
the field by establishing what it 
terms a users’ relations department. 
Young men are currently being de- 
veloped for the service and it is in- 
tended to have them out calling on 
stations, as well as theatres and 
dine-and-dance spots, around Jan. 1. 


year, many of them using siudent 
musicians or small non-union orches- 
tras. Students assert they want to 
use union bands when they can af- 
ford them, but shy at tying up their 
informal hops. Committee of stu- 
dents will confer with union officials, 


unusual situation of no litigant be- 
ing satisfied with the lower court's 
ruling on the question of who owns 
the common law property right, i 
any, in a phonograph record. 

Like Whiteman, Vicior is making 
it a limited appeal. Neither wants to 


F. Cc. Milis, John Paine or Louis | infringement suits have been filed 
Fiolich. | against Montana broadcasters, It 


Evidently tipped off that the high | was also stated that the Society 


command in Missoula’ and 
would seek to handcuff and finger- 
print and otherwise 


Butte} would call on the Federal district at- 


torney in Montana to indict these 


personally | broadeasters for willfully violating 


badger the heads of ASCAP, none|/the copyright act and that the mat- 


of the latter came here. 
sheriff's men waiting outside 
master’s chambers can presumably 
only nab Herman Finkelstein, a 
New York attorney for 
He:man Greenberg, an employe or 
Edgar Leslie, and Irving Caesar, 
ASCAP songwriters. H. W. Hagland 
and George Vandeveer of Seaitie are 


eiso associated with the ASCAP 
counsel, 
A Friendly State 
Montana broadcasters had appar- 


ently figured that they would get 
& triendly break from officials in 
this state. ASCAP officials by stay- 


jong away evidently concurred with | 


this possibility. Kenneth Davis, 
former legal brains of the Washing- 
ton state campaign against ASCAP, 
is thought to be the strategist be- 
hind the Montana group and _ is 
known to be a clever politician. 


ASCAP, | 


Instead the ter may eventually wind up jn the 
the} hands of the U. S. Department of 


Justice. 

Ed Craney, of KGIR, Butte, and 
A. J. Mosby, of KGVO, Missoula, 
|were each, it was said, served with 
110 additional actions and there were 
| five each filed against Jesse Jacobsen, 
lof KFBB, Great Falls, and Charles 
O. Campbell, KGHL, Billings. 


| 
| 


Sues 
Artie Shaw Who 


Officially he is here on behalf of! 
KMO, Tacoma, although he now lives 


in Los Angeles. 


None of the officers charged with | 


enforcing the warrants telegraphed 
here from the sheriff of Missoula, 
whe calls the ASCAP heads ‘fugi- 
tives from justice,’ are familiar with 
the personalities involved. 


They | 


piofess themselves confused but de- | 


termined to do their duty. 


When | 


told that Mayor LaGuardia of New | L 
|Shaw from April 1937 through May 


York City had characterized the 
whole affair as ‘a money-collection 
matier,’ the westerners replied that 
this wasn't New York. Some effort 
io exploit prejudice against ‘the big 
ciiy’ has been noted in the 
Rround tactics. 


Ken Davis’ Inuendo 


Accusation that ASCAP has tried 
te ‘extort money’ from music users | 
was hotly denied by songwriter | 


living Caesar at hearing’s third day. | 


He said society never attempted to 
collect money for songs to which it 
did not held copyright. 


To question raised by attorney 


Ken Davis, Caesar revealed ASCAP ' 


has not collected a cent from Wash- 


| 1938, and seeks $20,000 on that plea. | 


back- | 


ington state music users since state | 


copyright law went into effect. An- 
nual amount previously was $100,- 
000, 


Davis suggested ‘Tea for Two,’ one 
of Caesar's best tunes, was derived | 


from an old Italian waltz. - Song- 


writer denied implication. 
‘Small Fry’ Escape 
Montana authorities late Monday 
(36) had decided not to arrest ‘the 
smaller fry’ of ASCAP’s legal and 
executive staff and the two writers, 
Irving Caesar and Edgar Leslie. 
George Vandeveer, Washington 
State's ASCAP counsel, charged that 
Kenneth Davis, a lawyer, whose 
anti-ASCAP career has led him into 
music publishing and other kindred 
ventures, ‘had something to do with’ 


the bringing on of the Montana war- | 


rants. Vanderveer disclosed at the 
hearing that Frohlich, Gene Buck, 
John Paine and E. C. Mills suspected 
‘hat a trap was being laid when the 
Vashingion State attorney gencral 
‘etused toe take their depositions on 


Claims ‘Duress 


Suit of Eli E. Oberstein, former 
manager of artists and reperioire of 
RCA-Victor, for $30,000 
Arthur (Artie) Shaw, was revealed 
in the N. Y. supreme court Friday 
(27). when a request was made to 
examine the defendant before trial. 
Action claims counsel and advice to 


The second cause seeks 10% of the 
orchestra leader's earnings from May 
5, 1938 to Dec. 31, 1938. It is as- 


serted that Shaw earned $100,000 in ; 


that period. 

The defense contests the 
ment as illegal, made under duress, 
without a consideration being given 
and charges fraud and deceit. Shaw 
asserts that the plaintiff threatened 
him with the loss of his RCA Victor 
contract. if he did not sign the agree- 
ment, 


Monty Siegel Sues Davis 
Firm for 106 Over Song 


Charles B. 
McLaughlin in N.Y. Monday (30) 
denied an application of Monty 
Siegel for an injunction against Joe 
Davis, Inc., pending trial, and or- 
dered trial of the $10.000 action for 
Nov. 15. Answer of the defendant 
must be filed by Nov. 10. 

The plaintiff, a songwriter, on 
July 17 contracted with Davis to ex- 
ploit his song entitled ‘Who's Got 
All the Dough.’ It is claimed that 
the defendant lacked sufficient per- 
sonnel to carry out the exploitation, 
did not have a contact man, and did 
not personally know the manager of 
Blue Bird (Victor) Records, as was 
represented at the signing of the 
contract. Moreover, the complaint 


Supreme court justice 


against | 


agree- | 
' 


The members of the new depart- 
ment will be equipped with a preity 
comprehensive knowledge of 
ASCAP’s catalog. They will have 
nothing to do with the making of 
contracts or the collecting of fees, 
but it will be their job to meet the 
users of the Society's music and ex- 
plain how each station can take full 
advantage and derive all the bene- 
fits of the ASCAP catalog. It will 
be the first time that ASCAP has 
made any special effort to do a glad- 
handing job in the field. 

ASCAP officials say that they an- 
ticipate cracks about locking the 
| barndoor after the horse is stolen 
but they add they don’t propose to 
‘let such sneers divert them from the 
'new relations project. They credit 
'a recent field report by Ed Grun- 
| wald, of Variety's staff, on the vari- 
/ous reasons for the broadcasters’ 
| hostility toward ASCAP as having 
| had much to do with the adoption of 
|the new policy. Grunwald’s article 
stressed the stationmen’s gripe about 
shelling out a portion of their intake 
to an organization whose representa- 
tives they have never become ac- 
| quainted with, for the purpose of 
asking questions, blowing steam, etc. 

The Contract 
Assurance was given by the Society 


|Jicense policy available for the 
| broadcasting industry by Jan. 1, It 
| was said that despite numerous talks 
| with independent broadcasters noth- 
'ing of a concreie nature in that di- 
; rection has been developed. Station 


discussions have come away with 


the impression that the Society wants | 
| to do away entirely, under the new | 


contract, with sustaining fees and to 
apply the 5% commercial fee directly 
| at the source of the program origina- 
tion, network, regional or loca). Also 
that ASCAP figures that even with 
the elimination of sustaining fees it 
can, by getting at the network bill- 
ings directly, collect an additional 
$1,000,000 dollars a year. 


ASCAP admits that this idea has 
been voiced to inquiring broad- 
casters but states that it is still 


; scouting 2 number of other posibili- 
| ties. John G. Paine, ASCAP gen- 
eral manager, augmented this obser- 


vation last week with the statement | 
will go on getting | 
| as many viewpoints as possible from | 


that the Society 


broadcasters with the hope that when 
it does find a solution it won't the 
day after its submitted to broad- 
casters be faced with a batch of law 
suiis and state legislative actions. 


Miils’ English Imports 


Mills Music, Inc., has augmented 
its standard catalog with a group of 


last week that it will have its new | 


men that have been parties to such | 


| 


Waxing Not Too 
Familiar Gershwin Tunes: 


A. eight-record album, to include 
several not too well-known George 
Gershwin tunes, will be recorded 
this week and next by singer Lee 
| Wiley and an all star band. Num- 
be-s, some of which were never pub- 
| lished, are from legit nusicals, etc. 
| They'll be split, four ballads and 


disturb Judge Leibell’s finding that 
parently hinging on more liberal : 
agreement. |law right in a phonograph disc, 
| whereas the N.A.B. in its appeal 
‘attacks the whole decision and con- 

MPPA Meetin nor the interpretive artist has a right 
to control the use of hei~ recorded 

/ works on the air. 
_ The Victor appeal takes the view 
_that Judge Leibell’s decree is per- 
| fectly correct but it holds that some 
Plugger Pact | clarified. The decree speaks of the 
manufacturer having a permanent 
right in his product but the company 

Membership of the Music Pub-| Common law right. It also asks the 
nesday) to pass on the working! pealing against the injunction that 
agreement which the contact men’s | Judge Leibell issued against WNEW, 
union has submitted to the industry | because it was something that Victor 
(chairman. General acceptance of | Whiteman had asked for the injunc- 
| the contract is anticipated. ' tion. 

Further changes in the terms and; ‘There is a likelihood of still a 
at a conference last week between | pea], The Music Publishers Protec- 
the executive council of the union | tive Association is considering filing 
and Douglas. At the latter's re-| 4 petition with the U. S. Circuit 
provision dealing with evil plug) the case. The pubs would contend 
practices. The clause now bans like- | that any right granted to the manu- 
wise ‘loans, special arrangements, | facturer or the interpretive artist is 
Under the agreement a publisher is | statutory right which is held by the 
liable to a fine of $500 for his first | copyright owner. Without the orig- 
violation. He is also obligated to | jnaj copyright composition, runs this 
his future abidance, and another | pretive artist nor the manufacturer 
$1,000 if an unfavorable verdict by | would have anything on which to 
an arbitration board 

ae initial grand. property right. The law also pre- 

t was also agreed at the confer- | scribes that the copyright owner has 
| ence that the contacteer be required | jhe right to dictate how the licensed 
to give his employer only two weeks 
; notice. The same notice clause as | 
| revised provides for the following | 
|or the job up to two years, four 
| weeks for those employed from two . 4 
| years to five years, eight weeks for About Coliections 
| for contactmen who have been with | 0 Sa ASCAP 
the firm over 10 years. verseas ys 

Foreign relations committee of the 
Authors and Publishers feels confi- 
dent that the Society's financial set- 
up with its affiliates abroad won't 
pean war. The committee came to 
this conclusion at a meeiing last 
week, 
pondence from abroad the committee 
decided that there’s nothing about 
the situation to be alarmed about et 
four rhythm pennings. shouldn't be any difficulty ji 
is y in collect- 

Joe Bushkin, Max Kaminsky, | ing royalties from France, England, 

George Wettling, Jess Stacey, Eddie | Italy and any other country but Ger- 


with future use of union bands ap- ‘ 
there is such a thing as a common 
(tends that neither the manutacturer 
T Clearer, Please 
0 Decide On 
| of the decree’s language ought to be 
thinks that this should be called 
slated to meet this afternoon (Wed- |erty right. Victor likewise is sp- 
|through Walter Douglas, MPPA| hadn't asked for in its pleadings, 
language of the document were made fourth party participating in this ap- 
quest more teeth were put into the Court for permission to intervene in 
schemes and other subterfuges.’| subordinate to or dependent on the 
| put up a bond of $1,000 to guarantee | jine of argument, neither the inter- 
ae ee results in the | base their claim of a common Jaw 
number may be used. 
| scale: Two weeks’ notice for those | No Immediate Alarm 
five to 10-year termers and 12 weeks 
American Society of Composers, 
be seriously affected by the Euro- 
After making a study of corres- 
the present time and that there 
| Condon, Muggsy Spanier, Artie Bern- | many. When the war broke the 


| semi-classica] ballads obtained from | stein, and others, will make up the 


Ascherberg, Hopwood & Carew,;} two combinations, some of them on 
Lid., London publishers. |one set and some on the other. | 

Group of 10 ballads acquired from! Tunes are: ‘I’ve Got a Crush on You,’ 
this source include such composers | ‘But Not for Me,’ ‘Samson and Deli- 
as Hayden Wood, Pat Thayer, Regi-| lah,” “Someone to Waich Over Me,’ 


nald Morgan and Albert Arlen,| ‘My One and Only,’ ‘How Long Has | 


charges, the music while published, 
was never placed in a sale edition, 

Termination of the contract and 
$10,000 damages are sought, 


This Been Going On,’ ‘Sweet and 
‘You're | Lowdown,’ ‘S’Wonderful,’ with ‘Isn’t 
It a Pity,’ an alternate. They're to 
be made for Liberty Music Shops. 


while the titles include ‘My Life Is 
‘Dolores,’ 
and 


a Love’ Song,’ 
Mine Forever’ 
‘County Clare.’ 


‘Springi:me in 


Society began to wonder whether 
its foreign income wouldn't be de- 
cidely reduced from European 
sources while the conflict lasted. 


Joe Morris Music Co., New York, 
has been dissolved. Papers to this 
effect have been filed with the Sec- 
retary of State by Arthur L. Fish- 
bein, New York City. 
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32 VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, November 1, 


On the Upbeat 


Bob Zurke into Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., Nov. 8. He'll have Bob Crosby, 


who he left to form his own band, Carlo restaurant. 


as opposition at the Strand, Crosby 
opens the 10th. 


Sammy Kaye getting seven net- 
work shots weekly from the Com- 
modore Hotel, N. Y., where he 
opened last Friday (27). 


Bobby Byrne’s new band to do the 
one-night guest shot at the New 
Yorker Hotel, N. Y., Sunday (9). 


Stim Gaillard combo held over at 


Rendezvous, Philadelphia. 


Lincoln Hotel, N. Y., went into 
Monday night guest bands this week | 
(30). Started with new Snooks Fried- | 
man outfit. 


Courtney band, now at the) 
Hotel, N. Y., gets shot 
‘Stop Me If You've 


radio show this 


Del 
Ambassador 
on Milton Berle’s 
Heard This One’ 
Sunday (4), 


Will Bradley band picked up Car- 
lotta Dale, vocalist formerly with 


Sax. 


| 
Moe Gale, manager of the Inkspots, | 
was tendered a surprise party last 
week by the quartet on the fifth an- 
niversary of their association with, 
him. Took place at the Rathskeller, | 
Philadelphia, where the group 
worked before they clicked. 


Will Osborne dated for Philadel- 


phia Food Show at Convention Hal! | 


there Nov. 7. 


lonly 
‘combo 


tional capacity. 


| Waller at Famous Door, 
| Tuesday 
places Maxine Sullivan at same time. | 


Jan Savitt, and Peter Hucko, tenor | from Nov. 


drummer 


Nick Pisani takes a full-size band | 
into the Coronado Hotel, St. Louis, | 


Nov. 17. He was recently at the 
same spot as a member of Vincent. 
Lopez's crew. 


— 


score of ‘Too Many Girls,’ legit mu- 


lst 
Ted Straeter recorded the entire! band finishes 
Contract expired when' 


sical now in New York, for Liberty | 
Music Shops. Band plays at Monte 
Straeter’s on the 
Coast for week with Kate Smith. 


| 


Paul Whiteman also sets aside a 
night at the New Yorker Hotel to 


record voices of patrons who want | 
to sing with his band. 
day. 


It’s each Fri- | 


Joe Marsala band out of Cafe So-| 
ciety Monday (30). Had been booked 
for two weeks. Joe Sullivan | 

stays for next show, with | 
Boogie-Woogie pianists and Ida Cox. | 
blues singer, starting Nov. 7. Ed) 
Hall, clarinetist, joined Sullivan's | 
combo, 

Billy Rowe, colored, formerly of | 
| Pittsburgh Courier, joins Columbia | 
‘Records next Monday (6) in promo- | 

He'll headquarter in | 
New York. 


band replaces Fats | 
N. Y., next ; 
Terry Lawlor re- 


Jack Jenney 


(Nov. 


Woody Herman opening set back | 


21 to Nov. 28. 


Ralph Hawkins, from Harry James’ 
crew, replaces Buddy Rich with 
Artie Shaw Nov. 13. Rich takes | 
spot with Tommy Dorsey. 


Glenn Miller given outstanding | 
band plaque by Songhits Mag. 


| partially 


| tion 


Raymond Scott’s new big band cut 
| first two sides for Columbia, They're | 
‘Just a Gigolo’ and ‘Peanut Vendor.’ 


Teddy Powell band signed for a} 
| tour of the Brandt circuit. 


Nan Wynn drops out of the vocal- 


its Strand theatre, 


N.. ¥.. date, 


| anything, 
spot with Hal Kemp after the, 
|loan, and as soon 


the band went off its radio commer- /{ 


cial. 


Buddy Wagner's ali electric band 
signed by Music Corp, of America. 

Duke Ellington at 

Forum, Wichita, Nov. 


GN Lays Off 


Continued from page 3 


Electric Research 
Products, Inc., it is understood, and 
partially from New York bankers. 
Erpi is owed $200,000 on a mortgage 
which must be paid off to clear GN’s 
studio, which is being used as col- 
lateral on the $600,000 loan. 


Rose Room of 
10. 


from 


In making his apologies to the 
Court for failure to act sooner, 
| Rogers declared that it might be 


| feasible to place the company in vol- 
untary reorganization under Chapter 
XI of the Chandler Act. Hammons 
later declared that this would be 
unnecessary, as sufficient money for 
;all purposes is now on hand. 


Mandelbaum’s Opinion 
Judge Mandelbaum declared, 
making his decision, 
was insufficient, 
pressed amazement that 


but he ex- 
the RFC 


; granted the loan despite the bank- 
lruptey. ‘It is a 


shame,’ 
Mandelbaum, 
this size and of this importance, is 
allowed to go by default when the 
whole world has knowledge-that an! 


_involuntary petition has been filed 


against it, and still nothing is done 
by its officials. Such lack of action 
is not for the protection of its stock- 
holders, or in the best interests of 
those vitally concerned with the 
company’s welfare. Even if this 
was the sale of a little peanut stand, 
someone would have appeared to 
|oppose the appointment of a re- 
ceiver. Such laxity and neglecttful- 
ness is the worst in my experience. 
The entire proceeding places the 
'court and the receiver in very em- 
barrasing situations.’ 

Hammons tried to apologize for 
the failure of the company to 
saying that he was in 
Washington arranging for the RFC 
as he read of the 
matter he had hastened back. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Oct. 28, 1939) 


South of the Border 
*Over the Rainbow 
Blue Orchids 


In an Eighteenth Centur: y ‘awing Room...... ‘ ..Circle 
*An Apple for the Teacher (Star Maker’)............ Santly 
¢#South American Way (‘Streets of Paris’)..........00. Harms 


*Filmusical. +Production. 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes o 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ), 
(Oct. 


29), 


n 


and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


through Sunday 25-2 Total represents accumulated 
performances on the treo major networks from 8 a.m. tol a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, + legit, all others are pop. 
GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Are You Havin’ Any Fun. ..;Scandals........... 36 
| El Rancho Grande 35 
Good Morning... "Babes in | 33 
Lilacs in the Rain eo. 26 
Ding Dong Witch Is Dead. ..*Wizard of Oz. 24 
Over the Rainbow. ..*Wizard of Oz............. 24 
I Didn't Know What Time. ..?Too Many 22 
A Man and His Dream...*Star Maker......... 
Can I Help It...+Swingin a Dream.............. Remick ....... 18 
tO OnE... Miller ...... 17 
Little Man Who Wasn't There.................. Robbins 17 
Vol Vistu Gailvy Star 17 
Goodnight My Beautiful iScandals........000 Crawford 15 
Melancholy ccc Paramount 15 
Moonlight Serenade. ............ Robbins ...... 15 
Table in a Corner... w Robbins ....... 15 
An Apple for the Teacher _..*Star Maker i4 
Comes Love...#Yokel Chappell 12 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room 12 
South American Way. 4Streets Of PATIS 12 
Love Never Went to Coillege...iToo M: any Girls, 
Oh You Crazy Moon. Witmark .... . 
I Must Have One More Kiss 0 


Shaw’s ‘Geneva’ 


Continued from page 1 


bers of the human race disliking 
each other, war among nations must 
be a factor of civilization. The ser- 
mon of the court is rung in as the 
hypothetical solution, but is argued 
down as unworkable. 
First-night audience 
‘Geneva’ in a big way, 
breaking out in cheers. 
enrich the coffers in 
Played to perfection and, under 
Maurice Colbourne’s direction, it has 
been paced for best effects. Mana- 
gers Colbourne and Barry Jones, 
with Jessica Tandy, have roles in 
the play. 
‘Geneva’ 


went for 
frequently 
Play will 
democracies. 


was originally 
last year at the Malvern Festival, 
England, later enjoying some suc- 
cess in London's West End. 


produced 


GENEVA 


Revised Trama in three acts by George 
Bernard Shaw; presented in periory by 
Colbourne and Barry Jones 
staged by Colbourne: settings pening at 
the > Royal Alexandra, Toronto, Oct. 890, 
19; $2.50 top. 
| 
Begonia Brown...... Norah Howard 
Jew Beckett Bould 
Newcome Harvey Braban 


EERE CRS .Jack Brown 
Bishop..... -naud Lockwood 
Commissar Posk Don Ferguson 
| Secretary of League of Nations........ 

Cyril Gardiner 


Sir Orpheus Midlander...Lawrence Hanray 


B ‘a Colbourne 


Teaconess.... 


.Jessica Tandy 
General Flan ‘de ti inbras. 


TODAY’S REQUEST 


PARIS 


Lyrics by E. Y. Harburg 
Music by Vernon Duke 


HARMS, INC. 


RCA Bullding | New York City 


Smack! Smack! Smack! 
A TERRIFIC NOVELTY 


| MUST HAVE 
ONE MORE 
KISS, KISS, KISS 


DOUBLE VERSION 
EATRA CHORUSES 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 


1619 Broadway, New York 
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SIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 


Robbins Music Co. will publish all future Duke Ellington compositions. | 
Leader signed with Robbins last week and has forwarded manuscript for 
‘Lullaby,’ soon to be introduced by Meredith Willson, ‘Bouncing Buoy- | 
ency,’ ‘Little Posy’ and ‘The Sergeant Was Shy’ for publication, | 

Robbins published an Ellington writing, ‘Jig Walk,’ in 1925, and ‘Rhap- | 
sody, Jr.’ in 1925, Since then Ellington had published through Mills Music, 


Curious reaction to popular tunes is the fact that numbers based on 
classical music invariably boost sales of the classical versions. Serious 
wlitings of Ravel's ‘Pavanne,’ ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and Tschaikowsky’s ‘Fifth 
Symphony’ have each experienced renewed interest since ‘Lamp Is Low,’ 
‘Our Leve’ and ‘Moon Love,’ on which they’re based in that order, became 


American Federation of Musicians’ | tra comes into the Edgewater Beach 
hotel late in November to 
ferred until notice the en-| the current Bill Bardo band. 
ing all | Davis band in the Blackhawk cafe. 
of Gates such aS) Orrin Tucker orchestra takes over 
amount paid each ‘musician, amount 


: popular. 

Sidetrack Enforcement | 'NCOMERS TO CHICAGO 
Of Union Demand For" 
Full Contract Info _Chieago, Oct. 31. 

1 | Several shifts set for bands at 
local niteries. Ted Weems orches- 


international executive board has de- replace 


further 


..|the Empire Room in the Palmer 
charged ; for transportation, agents | House on Jan. 7, following Tommy 
ad- | Phil Levant orchestra comes into 

cokers Of the sidetracking, |!the southside Trianon for Andrew 

Also stated, however, that the sup- Karzas on Dec. 2, following the stay 
plementary letter did not release of Anson Weeks orchestra. with 


bookers from supplying such data to 


Jack McLean orchestra coming on 
the local in whose jurisdiction each 


Dec. 23 to replace the Levant outfit. 


date was played. | Clyde Lucas. orchestra, which 
|comes into the Aragon, northside 
danceries, on Nov. 28, stays until 


23 when Dick Jurgens aggrega- 
returns, 


PALLMA, WARNER SUE 
SAM FOX FOR $100,000 


Dec. 
tion 


Music Notes 


Frank J. Pallma, Jr., and Stanley Ss 
Warner have filed suit for $100,000 | 
in the N. Y. federal court Thursday Frank Skinner scoring Deanna 
(26), against Sam and Harry Fox Durbin’s picture, ‘First Love,’ at 
doing business as the Sam Fox Pub- | Universal. 
lishing Co. Action is based on five 
mA Causes, with the plaintiffs who were Werner Janssen writing original 
Mm business in Chicago prior to 1928 scores for ‘House Across the Bay 
as Pallma, Inc., a music corp., claim- ‘City For Sale’ at Walter 


ing first, that the defendants Wangers. 
breached a contract made in March, 


1938, whereby they sold out to the 


George R. Brown and Irving Act- 


defendants. They seek $40,000 on Man sold thei ditty, ‘A Hundred 
the first cause, claiming unpaid | Kisses From Now, to Walter Wanger 
royalties and payments due from the for his picture, ‘The House Across 
sale of copies of music and from | the Bay. 


earnings on foreign rights, mechani- 
cal reproduction rights, film, and 
radio rights. 

The second cause seeks $5,000 as | 
an amount due from the sale of the 
book musie rights, for which they 
were to receive 10° of the sales. 
The third claims failure on the part | 
of Sam Fox to pay th> debts and 
Obligations, including au.hors and 
Composers royalties, due under con- 
tracts, 

The fourth seeks damages for fail- 
ure to itemize payments and keep 
Separate sums due to the plaintiffs, 


Cy Feuer doing the musical scoring 
on Republic’s ‘Main Street Lawyer.’ 

Hal Roach signed Aaron Coplan to 
write the musical score for ‘Of Mice 
and Men.’ 


Johnny Marvin sold his 
‘Moon of Manna,’ to Republic. to be 
sung in ‘South of the Border.’ 


song, 


Herbert Stothart, Bob Wright and | 
Chet Forrest cleffed ‘Shadows on the 
Sand’ for ‘Balalaika’ at Metro. 


oo lastly the defendants are Rey Webb writing the musical 
a sed with failure to keep a list- score for ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
5g of the music in th + catalog of at RKO. 


all 


Billy MeDonald’s orchestra follows 
Bill Roberts into Florentine Gardens, 
, Hollywood, Nov. 5. 


assigned works, and failure to 


-roperly exploit them. 


An accounting of profits is also 
sought. 


ODD 


New angle on lawyers in the band 
biz is last week’s affiliation of the law 
offices of Mike Vallon and Chubby 
Goldfarb and that of Johnny Glus- 


kin. They'll co-op on pushing the 
band of Johnny Magee, Goldfarb and 


+ Vallon personal managing and Glus- 


kin supplying financial assistance as 
well as having a say in the manage- 
ment. Outside of the mutual inter- 
est in Magee, the two law offices 
have no conneetion. 

Vallon and his partner originally 
handled Magee, Gluskin coming in 
simply to aid in financing the build- 
up. Gluskin is also lawyer-manager 
for Tommy Dorsey, Jack Teagarden, 
Bunny Berigan, and is in on Gene 
Krupa among others. Goldfarb and 
Vallon have Woody Herman and 
Teddy Powell. 


ROADHOUSE ACCIDENTS 


They Inspire Jimmy Dorsey to Help 
Out Victims 


Last time Jimmy Dorsey's orches- 


tra was located at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., the orchestra 
played a Sunday afternoon benefit 


concert for a waiter of the spot who 
had been badly injured by a police 
car-on Route 23 outside. Past Sunday 
(29) Dorsey played a second benefit, 
this time for the family of a parking 


attendant killed Friday, Oct. 13, in 
much the same way. He was Rich- 
ard Forenges. i 

To augment Dorsey's band, Paul 
Whiteman sent the Modernaires, 
Charley Teagarden, trumpeter, and 
Joe Mooney, accordionist, from his 
outfit and a personal check to con- 
tribute to the fund. Benefit drew 
about 2.500 at 25c a head for the 
three and a half hour session with no 
dancing, fioor being covered with 
chairs. Besides which Frank Dailey 
donated the profits from the bar 
sales, 


Goodman’s Longhair Discs 


Benny Goodman will make svm- 
phonic platters for Columbia Records 
well as pop stuff. He'll do the 
serious side as a member of a full 
symphonic band and work also with 
various well-known small units. 
While with Victor, Goodman record- 
ed longhair material with the Buda- 
pest string quartet with which he 
played a date at Town Hall, N. Y., 
last year. 

Goodman will plane to Buffalo this 
Sunday (5), on his night off from the 
Waldorf Hotel, N. Y., to be guest 
soloist with the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra at Consistory Auditorium. 


as 


play Mozart's clarinet concerto 


with full band accompaniment under 
the direction of Arthur Autori. 
Leader is set for a date at Town Hall, 
N. Y., Jan. 10 and another at Carne- 
gie Hall, N. Y., Feb. 27. 


|/number of network pickups per week 
‘from the spot. Wires are probably 
|the main reason for its name band 
| policy. 


PRE-TRIAL EXAMINATION 
“OF FLETCHER ON NOV. 8 


Examination before trial of Archie | 


|Fletcher, treasurer of Joe Morris 
| Music Co., and of Ernest M. Burnett 
was set for Nov. 8 by federal judge 
Samuel Mandelbaum Friday (27). 
Those to be examined are defendants 
in an action brought by Maybelle 
| Watson Bergmann, who claims that 
'she is the writer of the lyrics to 
‘Melancholy, or ‘My Melancholy 
Baby,’ which the music corp. is now 
publishing, 

Burnett, writer of the music, 
named as a defendant for not join- 
ing her as a plaintiff. She 
that in 1936 he assigned his 
t» Morris, and since then 
ceived $1,900 as royalties. 

' An injunction against further pub- 
lication of the song, an accounting 
of the profits, and half the monies 
received by Burnett from the music 
firm sought. The plaintiff esti- 
mates her portion of the song to be 
worth $10,000. 


is 


asserts 
rights 
has re- 


is 


Paine Must Prove Claims 
' For Public-Domain Works 


Federal Judge John C. Knox in 


|'N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) decided that 
the burden of proof on recovery on 
musical compositions in the public 


domain abroad must be furnished by 
John G. Paine, special agent for the 
Music Publishers Protective Ass'n, as 
the plaintiff, but that the defendant, 


Electrical Research Products. Ine.. 
must furnish all evidence it has on 
‘hand. If neither can supply evi- 


dence as to a composition. Paine mav 


not collect royalties on that compo- 


sition. 

Paine, as assignee of approximate- 
Iv 100 music publishing houses, had 
sued ERPI for $211,743 unpaid roy- 
| alties The decision of the judge 
last April referred the case to spe- 
cial master Herman C. Storch to de- 
termine what was owed. The above 
technicality stumped the master nd 
was brought before Judge Knox for 


his decision 


IDA COX REDISCOVERED 


Once a Best Seller In Bessie Smith 
Days—Set For Columbia 


Ida Cox, blues singing contem- 
porary of Bessie Smith and once a 


best seller herself, has been signed 
by Columbia Records to cut an al- 
bum of tunes and contribute to the 
company’s race catalog. She'll begin 
cutting this week. 

Miss Cox had been touring the 
south with a unit labeled ‘Darktown 
Scandals.” She also goes into the 


floor show at the Cafe Society, NY., 
Nov. 


te. 


| id St ff M | | e 
ings Understanding and Compr 
| nsideé Stil uSIC : Band Bookings 3 g a 0 D omise 
City officials and execs of the Chamber of Commerce at Charleston, Mo., Jimmy Lunceford, Nov. 27, two May Give Union Penn Contract 
had the job of squaring a faux pas pulled by a gang of musicians that ac- . eeks, Southland Cafe, Boston. 
companied members of the St. Louis C. of C, on a good will tour last week. _ Jimmy Dorsey, Dee. 1, IFC Hall. me 
The St. Louis delegation, headed by St. Louis tooters, were parading down | T'0y, N. Y.; 15, Biltmore hotel, ee 
Charleston’s main stem when they neared a building where the State Providence. | M ¢ bl B k Philadelphia, Oct. 3). 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union was holding its annual convention,; Larry Clinton, Nov. 5, Waldorf- ose um e ac After fightin for nines taht 
The tooters broke into ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ as they passed the building. | Astoria Hotel, N. Y.; 6, Morristown parses 5 & for nearly , eh 
Then it was up to the Charleston biggies to give assurances it was a | High School, Morristown, N. J. Mose Gumble has been brought months ved met a closed shop with the 
coincidence. Jimmy Dorsey, Nov. 3, Springfield. back east from Hollywood by of Pennsylvania the Mu- 
Se | Mass. /man Starr, head of the Warner Bros, ¢i@ns Union may at last be nearing 
Although Famous Music Corp. won the toss from Santly-Joy-Select six| Mal Hallet, Nov. 6, East Markert | publishing group, to handle a spe- | !tS goal. Last night (30) officials of 
weeks ago it has yet to decide on what tunes it wants from the score of | Gardens, Akron, Ohio; 25, IMA Aud.,|¢ial assignment in the combine’s the union met with representatives 
Bing Crosby's forthcoming Paramount production, ‘Road to Singapore.’ | Flint, Michigan; Dec. 2, Northfield, | standard division. 
Because the coin fell in its favor, Famous is eligible to take “Too Roman- | Minn. | Gumble was on the Coast for two Dean of the university, and the col- 
tic’ and ‘Kaigoon’ or ‘Sweet Potato Piper’ and ‘Kaigoon.’ The toss arrange- | Claude Hopkins, Nov. 6, New Y€ars as a contact man for the cur- legians indicated that they would 
ment also prevailed in the selection of numbers between the two firms in| Bradford theatre, Bradford, catalogs of the various WB Up ws 
connection with “The Star Maker’ score. Santly likewise lost but turned , Capitol theatre, Wheeling, W. Va.: firms. pn 
= up with the lone two hits, ‘Apple for the Teacher’ and ‘A Man and His | 21, Newcastle, Pa. pond 
— se ingle Crosby tune writers, Johnny Burke and Jimmy | Artie Shaw, week Jan. 19, 1940, N kL ID f T lieved that a termer will be inked 
aco, Hipp theatre, Balto. ewar 0ca e ers ax before the week is out. 
' Ina Ray Hutton, Nov. 4, Wayne. . ' The main squawk on the part of 
Jack Robbins who, at first, wanted to pass up publishing the score of U., Detroit; 11, Arcadia, Providence, | On Pickups; No Quorum the college boys was that the $12-a- 
‘Balalaika,’ Sam Katz's musical for Metro, will now do so. Harry Link, | R. 1.; 25, Trianon B., Chicago. | d . man fee demanded by the union wis 
the Robbins-Feist-Miller music contact with the M-G studio, is currently | "le > Nov. A Q too steep. The union is said to have 
a 4} on the Coast conferring on the details, and Feist will probably be the out- | cy Fiesta sine | t uarterly Meetin promised to slash this fee to $9. if 
let for the score. Robbins has the privilege to reject any scores for pub- | Lou Breese, Nov. 22, Netherland | 
. lication by his firms, under his Metro deal, and has done so several] times Plaza. Cincinnati | Quarterly meeting of the board of to terms. Phe lower rate will be al- 
before, including ‘Honolulu’ which was grabbed up by the Bregman-Vocco- | said Sica ithe Newark local of the American lowed only in functions within the 
Conn firm instead. | Freddie Fisher, Nov. 12, Fort| Federation of Musicians convened fraternity houses. For big dances in 
D —— | Dodge, Iowa. | last Saturday (28), but was deferred hotel ballrooms, auditoriums, eic., 
David Graves George, who has been suing Victor for writer royalties on =, Nov. 11, Midwest | until later date due to lack of quo- 
37 ‘The Wreck of the 97’ since 1927, has petitioned the U. S. supreme court | Athletic C., Chicago. ‘rum. Among the things supposed to rates. ’ 
|have been taken up was a remote The softening on the part of the 
or a write of ¢ cou ys top| pickup tax ruling for that area. college orgs came after the union 
34 iribunal for the second time. George won out in the lower court to the | | hel iatat te . ‘handed down an_ ultimatum last 
27 tune of $65,000 plus interest, but the circuit court of appeals ruled in the , s being waitcne ecause the Thursday (26), that unless the fra- 
> | yecording company’s favor. The original move to the supreme court oc- | - Newark jurisdiction takes in Cedar | ternities agreed to negotiate, the en- 
27 curred on a technical point after George had got a verdict. Grove, N. J., where Frank Dailey’s ti ike be 
=e | Meadowbrook is situated. If such a| UTC University would be placed on 
at ruling goes through it will affect the the unfair list. This would, in ef- 


‘fect, cancel the showing of the col- 
‘lege Mask and Wig Musical, ‘Great 
Guns,’ skedded to open at the Er- 
langer theatre Nov. 20. It would also 
have forced the cancellation of name 


bands inked to play at important 
campus functions. Among these 
was Glenn Miller, who is set for the 
junior prom next month. 

The ultimatum was to have ex- 
pired yesterday. Before the dead- 
line, however, a committee of the 


rah-rah boys got in touch with Rex 
Riccardi, union secretary, and said 
they were ready to talk turkey. 

Riccardi and Ralph Kirsch, chair- 
man of the unionization committee 
of Local 77, represented the union 
at the confabs. Max Liester, Mar- 
}tin Moscovitz, Robert Edmiston, and 
Warren B. Smith spoke for the un- 
dergraduates. The latter is editor of 
the Pennsylvanian, campus daily, 
which rapped the union in an edi- 
torial, accusing it of trying to ‘sand- 
bag’ the students by forcing them to 
pay union scale. 

An editorial in the organ yester- 
day, however, was very conciliatory, 
stating that the union was being 
‘fair and equitable.’ 


$10,600 Louis Panico 
Award to Second Trial 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Appellate Court of Illinois last 
week reversed and remanded a judg- 
ment for $10,000 against band leader 
Louis Panico. Lower courts had orig- 


inally awarded to Frank Bezemck. 
former member of the Panico or- 
chestra, a judgment for $10,000 
against Panico for personal injuries 
received in a bus accident several 
years ago. 

Case goes back to lower courts for 


rehearing. Harold Fine was the at- 
torney for Panico. 


Glenn Miller Not Pressured 
By A.F.M. for Oberstein 


Ké 


Ne yet been ta by 
the American Fede) Musi- 
ans on the application of Eli Ober: 
(United States Record Corp.) 
to force Glenn Miller to record ter 
outfit. According to the AFM 
Miller has been advised of Ober 
ste move by mail, and no definite 
date has been set for it to come 
fore the board. 
Oberstein is seeking to get Miller 


action has a n 


‘ 


c 


tein 


ins 


'to wax for his label, though the band 


is tied solidly to RCA-Victor. 


SIMON FOX, 81, DIES 
Cleveland, Oct. 3). 

Simon Fox, 81, father of Sam and 
Harry Fox, of the Sam Fox Music 
Publishing Co., of New York and 
Cleveland, died at his Cleveland 
home of various complications Oct. 
30. He had been associated with his 
sons in the business for the past 25 
years. 


Besides the two sons, his widow, 
Sarah, survives. Burial in 
Cleveland. 


Werner Hermann soijd his diity, °A 
Riiny Day,’ to Metro. 
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| Night Club Reviews 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Abe Lyman Orch, Joe 

Tamara, Rose Blane, Wally & Ver- 

dyn Stapleton, Paul Haakon, Maria 
Monterez, Fred Evans Ensemble. 


This lineup has practically every- 


thing in the way of bang-up enter- 
tainment, from a corking orchestra 
to standout production numbers. 

Abe Lyman’s orchestra holds over 
from the previous show and _ has 
what it takes. Group has a straight 
number to itself and is a powerful 
click, also playing niftily for the 
show and dancing. Lyman as a per- 
former does much to put over the 
individual acts with his occasional 
crossfire and clowning. : 

Joe Lewis, practically a Chicago 
institution, born and bred here, is 
surefire. He has reached a new high 
in both material and delivery. : 

Paul Haakon adds genuine merit 
to the show with his ballet work. 
He’s doing a slightly longer routine 
than ordinarily, but the audience is 
eating out of his mitts. Best item, as 
ever, is his Portuguese sailor dance. 

Tamara is a neat looking and gra- 
cious singer, more recently in ‘Leave 
It to Me.’ She sells on a distinctive 
and heartening appearance, building 
on this foundation with satisfying 
tonsils and a selection of songs that 
are united ideally to her voice and 
personality. Rose Blane is the regu- 
lar warbler with the Lyman orches- 
tra and also socks home her pop 
swing numbers. 

The Stapletons, dancers’ with 
vaude background, start the show 
well with their neat routines. 

Entire shebang is coated with a 
walloping set of productions by 
Fred Evans, who comes through 
with a string of numbers that bring 
hefty applause. In these productions 
good costuming by Frances Pallester 
enhances. In the closing ‘Tahitian’ 
number, in which a radium effect is 
used, Maria Monterez is brought on 


for what is labelled as an authentic | 


It’s neat on the eves. 
Gold 


native dance. 


Lewis, 


! 
| operatic excerpts, 
| 


| and Martha) are 


| modern 10 
| Patsy Parker is a jitterbugette on 


| ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL BILTMORE) 


George Olsen and Orch (19) with 
Tanner Sisters (3), The Bachelors 


(4), Patsy Parker, Ann Durson, Jean | 


Blair, Vera Verne. 


George Olsen, like his predecessor, 
Horace Heidt, brings a miniature 
road company of entertainers into 
the Hotel Biltmore’s Bowman Room 
and gives out with a good job both 
| ways—for dance and for variety. To 


begin with, the 4 Bachelors, long an | J 
| boards for years and had to liven up | 


Olsen unit, but trying it alone for a 
spell, are back with the band, doing 
their zany songs and comedy in nice 
style. Ronnie Mansfield, Jack Gif- 
!ford, Bob Rice and Bobby Borger 
‘comprise the male quartet. Mans- 
field is in Fran Frey’s groove, click- 
ing on his own with tenor solos of 
and in double 
| pianologs with Jean Blair, personal- 
itv brunet soprano. 

The Tanner Sisters (Betty, Mickey 
in the accepted 
idiom of hotcha vocalists. 


| 


her own, and Viola Verne (New 
Acts) is an added starter, the lone 
interlude not with the band person- 
nel. 

Olsen per usual is an affable con- 
ferencier and batoneer, relinquish- 
ing the stick to Rice only after the 
show has been put through its paces. 

An electioneering bit opens. The 
Tanner virls do mike scatology like 
‘Heart Belongs to Daddy.’ Ronnie 
Mansfield tenors ‘One Alone’ and 
then the quartet go through their 
hokum paces, including an elaborate 
routine to the now somewhat dated 
‘Tisket-a-Tasket.’ Miss Blair’s ‘In- 
dian Love Call’ and ‘My Hero’ are 
solo clicks. and Miss Parker handles 
‘Strutters Ball’ and kindred hotcha. 

The Bachelors have a satire on 
films that’s a good opener, and their 


broken-record version of ‘Ti-Pi-Tin’ 
is another standout. Finale with a 
puppet routine, wherein the girls’ 
hands do the business behind the 


| boys-in-blue, is a strong sender- 
offer. Band and girls are in 
same striking gold costumes—dinner 
jackets and dinner dresses. 
' Bowman Room has been nicely re- 
done. including added capacity via 
| tete-a-tete wall seats. Biz good and 


‘except Bert Harger, who paces the) PERSIAN ROOM, N, Y, 


in the! 


dance numbers with Miss Maye, and 
Alan Carney, the versatile m.c. He 
gags and impersonates to fine effect. ; 

Nifty gal lookers, a veritable style Eddy Duchin Orch, Paul Draper 
parade, a dog show, songs, dance,| with Dave LeWinter, Jane Pickens 
chatter and a clever gal on the rope, ‘ 


(HOTEL PLAZA) 


_of Beverly Hills would some day fall | 
under the influence of entertainment | 


Effective 
November Ist 


its exclusive 


will be 
AL BORDE 


AL BORDE, Central 


Chicago, Illinois 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS, INC. 


Takes pleasure in announcing... 


Mid-Western Representative 
for Vaudeville and Cafés 


with Headquarters in Chicago 


Please address all inquiries in that territory to 


Booking Office, Inc 


203 North Wabash Avenue 


HERBERT |. ROSENTHAL 


General Manager 
Columbia Artists, Inc. 
485 Madison Avenue 
New York City, N.Y. 


Olsen a strong draw for this spot. Mickey King, make this a varied bill 

Abel. that moves briskly. The _ settings, | 
with the gals as the main props, are 
something in themselves. | 

Carney keeps things moving at . 
/smart pace. His impersonations 0 
Los Angeles, Oct. 26. | oaenioe, Lionel Barrymore, Wal- 
| Frank Gallagher, Julie Ballew, jace Beery and Robinson are nifties. | 
| Bob Murphy, Karen Nielsen, Colleen He convulses ’em also with his drunk 
O’Brien, Gordon Bishop. /and soap box business, 

Miss King does a body-roll up a 
rope that is climaxed with a remark- | 
able arm-swing. Rosemary Barnes | 
has a neat dog act while Harger and | 
Maye’s dancing is standout. The | 
Caprino Sisters go over with their | 
Miss Rand’s fan dance and 
i|bubble posing are done with her 
usual artistry. Spot is giving five 
shows daily, two in the afternoon 
and three nightly. Trepp. 


CENTURY ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL COMMODORE) 


House of Murphy, L. A. 


It was only natural to expect that | 
Bob Murphy’s eatery out on the rim 


for an obvious two-fold reason. The! 
Falstaffian boniface trod the vaude, 

| songs. 
the spot to cash in on the late night 
play. 

The dominant, portly personality 
of Murphy pervades the establish- 
ment, and combined with continuous 
music makes for one of the jolliest 
spots in town. Fun is purely informal 
and it’s catch-as-catch-can most of 
the way, which is the way Hollywood 
likes it and explains why the bistro 
gets such a heavy call from the pic- 
ture mob. 

Singers are of the strolling trou- 
badour type, with Murphy leading | 
the pack, making up songs about the| For the second consecutive year 
guests as he makes the rounds. Bev- Sammy Kaye makes a stand at the 
erly Hills station KMPC has a line Commodore. However, he returns 
in the grotto. this semester to a renamed and re- 

Frank Gallagher tops the vocal decorated nitery that’s a decided im- 
continsent with nice pipes that have | provement over the former dinner 
a particularly warm apveal for the|and supper layout. In redoing the 
femmes. He’s a type for just such a/|room the hotel management seems to 
snot. Julie Ballew (Carlton and|have taken into consideration the 
Pollew) vours out a few ditties, and| type of band it is housing. Kaye's 
Colleen O’Brien, a newcomer, really | smooth rhythms fit it like a glove. 
makes it a night for the Irish. Karen Room is in pale rose that contrasts 
Nielsen pvlavs around the upper reg- | neatly with gold drapes and similar 
ister, and Gordon Bishop presides at |set off tones. Physical layout has | 
the ivories. been shifted to conform with the 

_A few short vears ago Murnhy |leaning of other New York hotel 
nitched a straight steak house, t»k-| spots towards terracing. It rises in 
ing picture jobs on the side. The two tiers at each end, with the band- | 
corned beef and cabbare was added | stand maintaining its position in the | 
as a sesture to Georse McManus, one | center directly opposite the entrance. | 
of the regulars. Murphy kent ex-|Cumbersome chandeliers have been | 
vnandin’ until now the spot has a/removed and four indirect lighting | 
matronlv spread. This week he_un-| posts half the height of the room | 
veils a Flicht Room unstairs. Din-! substituted. 
ners go for $2 and the bar tariff; Kaye’s outfit gives out with a 
storts at 35¢. : brand of dansapation designed for | 

Murnhy'’s vix jobs are ne out.|smooth dancing, and it seemingly | 
Biz is that good. Helm. |proves popular with the type 


of | 
OASIS, BALTO. 


patronage that frequents the Com- 
Baltimore, Oct. 24. 


modore. Band has added several 
Willie Grey, Ginger O’Day, Alma) 


Sammy Kaye Orch (16) with 
Tommy Ryan, Clyde Burke, Three 
Barons. 


| 


men since exiting from here last 
| White, Evelyn Gray, Anne Deikler, 


spring, one a particularly fine trum- | 
peter. Tommy Ryan and Clyde} 

Virginia Clare, Helen Burke; Jack 

| Hyatt orch (5). 


Burke handle vocals, Ryan having | 
‘Sheriff’ Max A. Cohen’s spot has 


fully recovered from a bad throat | 
Burke, Charley Wilson and Jimmy 

been going steadily, summer and 

| winter, for 14 years with little vari- 


Brown make up the Three Barons 
|ation in biz. Utilizing the reverse 


and occasionally there’s a quartet | 
angle in showmanly style, Cohen has 


| ing taps. 


This excellent setup for the Plaza’s 
Persian Room is boxoffice as attested 
to by the consistent pace from the 
start. It’s the best class room book. 
ing since the DeMarcos and Duchin 
held forth here, and they were sure- 
ire. 

Duchin seemingly goes with the 
Plaza’s lease, and it’s a dandy show- 
case for this sweet-hot combo, with 
the personality maestro a_e swell 
front at the helm. Per usual, Lew 
Sherwood, Stanley Worth and 
Johnny McAfee, with the band, are 
instrumental highlights. 

Paul Draver almost _ literally 
knocks himself out with his unstint- 
He runs the gamut of in- 
tricate tap-stepping, setting his stuff 


off nicely with an interesting musical 


accompaniment. Dave LeWinter pre- 
sides at the ivories as maestro- 
accompanist for Draper's difficult 
routines. He does taps to Bach, 
Lecuona, Strauss and no-music ac- 
comps. He affects a_ vest-costume 
effect, in the modified Spanish motif, 
with a stock tie, which somehow 
isn’t as aesthetic as it’s intended to 
be. The impress persists that he left 
his coat off, for all the ornateness of 
the getup. 

Jane Pickens, of the Pickens Sis- 
ters, is a charming cafe floor per- 
sonality. A bit of a looker, and said 
to have operatic ambitions, this 
streamlined songstress does all right 
with her vons that ranve from ‘Over 
the Rainbow’ to operatic takeoffs on 
‘Can't Give You Anything But Love, 


Raby’ a la Waener, Donizetti. et al. 


Her ‘Gyvsy Makes Violin Cry’ is 
done in an extraordinarily original 
manner, and her mosquito-beset 
‘Carmen’ interpretation (at a sum- 
mer outdoor opera season) is an- 
other highlisht. 

If Miss Pickens really aspires to 
serious singing. she’d bring an s.a. 
note into erand overa that is con- 
sistent with recent trends of per- 
sonality names. Seemingly a paunch 
and grand opera need no longer be 
synonymous. Miss Pickens has made 
lots of provress since she cut loose 
from her other two sisters, latter re- 
tired by marriage. Abel. 


EL MOROCCO, N. Y. 


Ernie Holst and Chiquito orches- 
tras. 


This season, El Morocco marks 
some sort of a milestone in its plush- 
divaned career, and is newsworthy 
in so-called cafe society annals be- 
cause, for once, its boniface, John 
Perona, is hustling trade. Those who 
hark back to the yesteryear lobster 
palaces and cabarets—as corny as 
those nomenclatures may sound to- 
day—might well wonder how it has 

(Continued on page 36) 


composed of all four. 
| wisely cashed in on the entertain- | 


| 


Cuisine starts at $2 and there’s a 

75c and $1.50 couvert after 10 p.m., 
/ment possibilities of his nondescript 
layout, playing up its deficiencies 


former during the week and latter 
on Saturday. 

and making them decided assets. A 

above his basement entrance 


THEATRE 


|reads, ‘Walk down one flight and 
fered nothing.’ It’s the tipoff to the 
joint. 


Current edition of the ‘lousiest 
show in town, but the best time in 
the world,’ is made up of the same 
elements that have always been a 
part of the place. Willie Grey, m.c., 
has been on the job more than a 
decade and some of the chorines in 
the opening layout 14 vears ago are 
still on the job—actually. 

The show, which goes on inter- 
mittently and until it’s exhausted, 
has in it, besides the line of 16, in 
assorted sizes, shapes and personal- 
ities, Ginger O’Day, Evelxn Gray 
and Virvinia Clare in exotic dances; 
Alma White, vocalist, and Anne 
| Deikler. who does tear-jerking songs, 
|and Helen Burke, statuesque blonde, 
who foils for Grey’s antiquated gags. 
Music for show and dancing is sun- 
plied by Jack Hyatt and his ‘Stink- 
ovators,” a hectic combo heavy on 
brass and cymbals. 

No cover or minimum at any time 
and menu prices are moderately 
scaled. Barkeeps and authenticity 


BOOKING 


of the STARS’ | 


AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 
Bryant 9-7800 


of wine list are as celebrated as the 
unorthodox overation of the spot. 
| It’s a nightly hangout for theatrical, 
professional, sports and political fig- 
ures, and does mostly turnaway 


J. 
biz. Burm. GENERAL 


SHOW BOX, SEATTLE SIDNEY H. 


| BOOKING 


LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


MANAGER 


Seattle, Oct. 26. 
| Sally Rand Revue, with Alan 
Carney, Mickey King, Harger and 


Maye, Caprino_ Sisters, Rosemary 
| Barnes, Jimmy Murphy Orch. 


This show is among tops in a 


Just Back From Europe 


bobby may 


WEEK OCT. 27, CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
WEEK NOV. 3, ROXY, NEW YORK 


Seattle nitery. Production, specialties 
and Sally Rand help make it that 
way. This is the nudist’s first en-: 
gagement since her unfortunate b.o. 
experience at the Frisco fair. Revue 
goes next into the Opheum theatre, 
Portland, Ore., with a two-week stay 
here indicated by the swell biz. 

Production is well wardrobed, has 
an element of swank and at these 
prices can’t miss. Operator Mike 
Lyons takes only 42c at the door. 
Supping was cut out after a trial a 
few weeks back, proving the patrons 
didn’t come to eat. ~ 


LANE 


Personnel includes nearly all gals, 


NEWEST COMEDY HIT 


Now Appearing PARAMOUNT, New York 


Personal Dir.: William Miller 


BROS. 


RKO Bldg., New York 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 


The Vaudeville Collection Agency, 
Jong a lucrative sideline for the late 
EF. Albee and a few of his favored 
ones, officially passed out last week 
when dissolution papers were filed 
with the Secretary of State in Al- 
pany by Senator J. Henry Walters, 
RKC's legal head. It marked the 
passing of the last hangover of the 
Albee regime 
era's chief irritants to actors and 
agents alike. 

Actually the Vaudeville Collection 
Agency ceased to function Jan. 1, 
1929, when Hiram S. Brown, the new 
president of the newly formed Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum circuit, put a stop to 


+ 


End ‘Collection Agency’ 
An Echo of Vaude’s Unhappy Fate 


TYME TRIO VS. LIME TRIO 


One Would Halt the Other From 
Interfering With Bookings 


Suit of Hans Johann Retkowski, 


,and Carl and Lou Jacobs, against 


in RKO; one of that 


Y¥. Supreme court. 


Emil Lime, doing business as the 
Lime Trio, and Mortimer Brave- 
man, was revealed Saturday (28) in 
Action seeks 
to restrain the defendants from in- 
terfering with the plaintiffs or their 


agents. 


the business of taking as much as) 


alf of an agents’ commissions for | I ; 
ha ne ‘trade, informing that his client was 


the mere service of collecting those 
fees. Two or three agents who were 
favored by Albee were not affected 
bv this: a few others were nicked 
only 1%, but the great majority of 
the 75 odd Keith-franchised agents 
and producers of that era were 
nicked 2'2% of their acts’ salaries, 
amounting to 50% of their recog- 
nized commissions. 

Similar deductions were also made 
on the Orpheum time by the Excel- 


| 
! 


| tiffs 


sior Collection Agency, which was. 
an income sideline for Martin Beck | 


and others. This died a natural 
death when Orpheum went into 
bankruptcy. 


Albee got the biggest chunk of the 
Vaudeville Collection Agency’s net 
profit, which meant practically the 
entire amount of collections, inas- 
much as all the bookkeeping was at- 
tended to by Keith-Albee’s auditing 
department, while the deductions 


were made by the theatre managers , 


directly from the acts’ salaries at the 
same time as the regular 5% book- 
ing fees were taken out, This meant 
that an act immediately gave up 10% 
when he plaved a Keith-Albee house. 
of which 5% 


office, 244% to the Vaudeville Col- 
lection Agency and 24%% to the 
agent. 


When the Keith-Albee vaude play- 
ing time was at its height and spend- 
ing around $12,000,000 yearly for tal- 
ent, the Vaudeville Collection Agency 
meant an income to Albee and a 
chosen few of as high as $300,000 a 
year. Even up to the time that 
Brown came out of the leather in- 


went to the booking | 


‘period of suspension. 


dustry to head RKO and its playing , 
time had begun to skid, the Collec- | 


tion agency's cut was around $200.- 
000. Brown put a stop to it upon 
receipt of a squawk from a commit- 
tee of agents, 
Pushed Up Salaries 

One result of the Vaudeville Col- 
lection Agency was the raising of 
acts’ salaries, which in the end cost 
Keith-Albee many times the amount 
of the profits of the personal side- 
line. This came about when agents. 
not satisfied with 212%, demanded 
extra commissions from performers. 


Latter, in return, asked for higher 
salaries. It became an endless chain 
of circumstances working against 


Keith-Albee and, in the end, against 
vaudeville itself. 

The Vaudeville Collection Agency 
was long a bone of contention with 
acts and was one of the causes lead- 
Ing up to the White Rats strike in 
1916. Performers took a stand against 
the 10% reductions from their sal- 
aries, but more so against the fee 
the employer exacted for giving the 
employee work. The latter was nat- 
urally chiefly aimed at the 5% book- 
Ing fee, which is still in effect with 
all vaude booking offices and never 
Was part of the Vaudeville Collection 
Agency melon. Latter came strictly 
out of the agents’ commissions. 

Not Exactly Legal 

That the deductions were not ex- 
actly legal was feared by the inside 
coterie. They didn’t like the idea of 
the matter ever going to court and 
had acts ana all Keith-franchised 
agents and producers sign releases 
Which fave the Vaudeville Collec- 
tion Agency the right to collect com- 
Missions and keep half of the 
amounts collected for itself. 

At least two known embezzlements 
Seccurred within the Vaudeville and 
Excelsior collection agencies. In each 
Case, around $100,000 was missing, 
but the culprits were never prose- 


It is asserted that the plaintiffs are 
an acrobatic trio known as the Tyme 
Trio. On Aug, 2, Braveman, attor- 
ney for Lime, sent a letter to the 


the originator of a comedy contor- 
tion act known as ‘The Golliwog.’ 
He asserted that the plaintiffs were 
using the act without authorization, 
and threatened suit against them, 
and any agent who might book them. 
Similar statements were placed in 
advertising. 

The suit is to restrain the defend- 
ants from interfering with the plain- 
or their agents, and contains 
statements to the effect that the dis- 


and not the exclusive property of 
the defendants. 


TWO PHILLY NITERIES 
LOSE LIQUOR LICENSE 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 


The State Liquor Board Saturday | jined 


(28) the licenses of two 
niteries, cited by agents of the board 
for selling liquor on Sunday. They 
were the El Chico (formerly the 21 
Club) and Stamp’s on the Delaware. 

Both clubs had their licenses sus- 
pended before, but were allowed to 
remain open when they paid fines 
amounting to $10-a-day during the 


revoked 


have the right to appeal the board's 
decision to the courts. 


Plan Reviving Negro 
Vaude at Philly House 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 
A syndicate of Negro showmen is 


seeking to reopen the Lincoln the- 


atre, Broad street sepia house, that’s | 
been shuttered for more than a year. | 


They will confer with Moe Wax, 


| 


| Nov. 


Tipoff On Biz 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31, 


The Evergreen Casino here 
claims to have the only polo 
team composed entirely of em- 
ployees of a nitery. The mal- 
let-wielders are Harold Larza- 
lere, the proprietor; Pete Lozi- 
nak, headwaiter; John Curley, 
wine steward; Harold Easton, of 
the service staff, and Kline Shut- 
tleworth, waiter. 

The team uses the nags in the 
stables adjoining the club and 
practise in an open field nearby. 


MPLS. THEATRES 
FIGHT FOR 
NAMES 


Minneapolis, Oct. 31. 
Struggle is on between the Minne- 
sota theatre ‘independent), on the 
ene hand, and the Mort H. Singer 
Orpheum (‘Paramount Northwest), 
on the other, to landsstage names. 


: Both have been angling for the 
puted act is in the public domain, | ae oo 


Eddie Cantor unit, without any suc- 
cess so far. 
Fight seems incongruous in view 
the fact that vaude hasn't been 


f 
| faring any too well here of late, due 
| undoubtedly to poor general condi- pital, New York, in a serious condi- 


tions. 

Minnesota has John Boles opening 
Friday with the A. B. Marcus show, 
Edmund Lowe and Esther Ralston, 
Milt Hirt and Eddie Peabody under- 
Phil Spitalny and his ‘Hour 
of Charm’ come into the Orpheum 
10. Orpheum’s deal 


| Kyser apparently has fallen through 


The licensees | 


for the present. 

As an ‘added attraction,” Minne- 
sota theatre, 4,000-seat independent 
vaudfilm house, is using Harry Sher- 


man’s Mutual booking office units to | : : : 
| known in the trade for his offstage | that this clause gives the variety 


| ribbing, being especially rough on 
'some of his neighbor-pals in 


supplement its regular four acts and 
standard house features every Mon- 


| day. 


Mutual units comprise five acts 


and cost the Minnesota $75 for the! 
Initial ‘Stage Jamboree’ (23) | 
and Co., | 
magic: Irene Blynn, saxophonist and 
comics, | 


day. 
included Lloyd Nevada 
singer; Anger and Morley, 
and Mayo and Carr, dancers. 
act, Glenn Mason, 


One 


| show's regular features. 


} 


owner of the house, Thursday (2). | 
The group, headed by Charles Me- | 


Clane, to bring top Negro 


hope 


bands and performers to the Lincoln | 


to films. Since 


Negro 


in addition 

the closing of the Pearl and Nixon 
there has been no Negro vaude 
house in Philly. 


Ramona Band Booked 


| 


AGVA, Sherman Hotel, 


Chi, Sign Agreement; 


No Cycling of Talent 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 
American Guild of Variety Artists 


and the Sherman hotel here got to- | 


gether today (Tuesday) on a full 
agreement covering working condi- 


tions and wages for talent working | 


For Brandt Theatres | the hotel's night spots. Sherman for 


Ramona, femme pianist-band lead- 
er, takes her 12-man crew on the 
Brandt New York time when she 
pulls out of Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
nitery. 

Ramona opens at the Carlton, Ja- 


| 
} 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


maica. Nov. 16. with the Flatbush, 
Brooklvn. and Windsor, Bronx, fol- 
lowing. Set by Consolidated Radio | 
Artists. 


More Trouble for Troc 
Oct. 31. 
Eight employees filed an involun- 
tary bankruptcy petition 
Felix Young’s Trocadero, Inc., charg- 
ing concealment of assets. 
Two of the petitioners are waiter 


Los Angeles, 


against 


‘captains and the others waiters. 


When uncovered, because the heads. 


of the agencies did not want the 


Workings of the collection bureaus to 
come public in a criminal court. 
When Brown eased out the Albee 
SToup's sideline, RKO itself set up a 
*ollection agency, but along far dif- 
frent lines, Five percent for agents’ 
Smmissions were deducted from 


| 


cuted, merely leaving their jobs| /¢ction 


| lege Inn, 


the past two weeks has been stub- 


bornly resisting a complete deal with , 


the new actors’ union. 


One of AGVA’s chief bones of con- | 
was the hotel’s tendency to | 


tention 
bicycle acts between its different 
rooms without any extra compensa- 
tion for the performers. Situation 
grew especially bitter last week and 


AGVA threatened to place the Sher- | 


list.’ 

There are four spots in the Sher- 
man uSing talent. They are the Col- 
Panther Room, Old Town 
The Dome. 


man on an ‘unfair 


Room and 


_Wife’s Illness May Cancel 


Richman’s Philly Booking 
Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 
Harry Richman’s opening skedded 


for Jack Lynch's Walton Roof 
| Thursday night (2) may be can- 
i celled due to the sudden illness of 
, Richman’s wife, the former Hazel 


acts’ salaries per usual, but the) 
agents got all of this less 5% of| 
their aggregate. This income was| 


very nominal] and went for the ex- 
penses incurred in operating the col- 
bureau, for bookkeeping, 
stamps, etc. 


With RKO vaude now at a com- 


| 


| 


| 


paratively very low ebb, the collec- | 
| tion of commissions is now optional 


with the agents. They can either ac- 
cept the service for the smail fee, or 
elsé indicate that they'd rather have 
the acts send them the commissions 
direct. 


| 


Forbes. 
Mrs. Richman was stricken at their 
apartment in New York. 


BLACKSTONE IN N. W. 
Seattle, Oct. 31. 
Blackstone starts through this ter- 
ritorvy Nov. 6, at the Post Sireet 
theatre, Spokane, for three days. 
Ed Fisher is handling the tou: 


for Kay | 


xvlophonist, | 
| warmed the bench because his of- | 
| fering was too similar to one of the | 


'straight pictures Friday (3). Change 


| Ted Weems’ band. 


| cured a job with Ben Bernie, Fogel- 


AGVA Licensing Making Progress; 


Group of Agents in N. Y. Sees Too 
Many Grave Curbs in Union’s Pact 


| 
Want Brighter Niteries |. Campaign of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists to license all reps 
eect dealing in vaudeville and nitery tal- 

re’s sma oc of reps in New 
Michigan niteries will have bigger yor, opposed to the agreement as 
and brighter dance floors next year, it now stands. These agents claim 
under new regulations being drafted that the license, due to the unfin- 


by the state rum board, Latter has of AGVA's 
regulations governing wor an 

been surveying state's ‘turns 
ying states nocturnal wage conditions for its members, 
spots. may eventually put those agents 
Board now licenses niteries with Who sign now at the mercy of the 


dance floors containing as little as 200 Union in the future. 

square feet of space, but an ordi- Several agents have consulted 
nance in Detroit puts the minimum Counsel on the license and were ad- 
at 400 square feet. So when liquor vised not to sign until AGVA clari- 
licenses come up for renewal next fies its position further, or first holds 
spring, board is going to adopt the consultations with the agents them- 
| Detroit minimum for entire siate. selves as regards an equitable agree- 
| And at same time insist that niteries Ment. I. Robert Broder, formerly of 
turn up their lights considerably. counsel for RKO, for one advised his 


[EDDIE CARR IN HOSP the aid another that 
FRACTURED SKULL. 


quests license spotlighting in agents’ 
offices—hold pitfalls for the talent 
salesmen that may be tough to sur- 
mount in time to come. 

| Analyzing the license, Broder 
| Eddie Carr, once one of the top- states that the very first clause may, 


, flight vaudeville comedians special- in the future, restrict agents to only 
certain territories. The second 


izing in sketches, is in Bellevue hos- : 

8 clause gives AGVA or the licensee 
the right to terminate the license by 
'tion as a result of a fractured skull. | giving two weeks’ notice, but Broder 


‘How he was injured is not known points out that this gives AGVA the 
and case is being investigated by the right to perhaps arbitrarily revoke 


the licensee,’ and another that re- 


police. He was found in front of the an agents’ license without a hearing. 
| Edison hotel on W. 47th street on) Too All-Embracing 
‘Oct. 19. [He is not to be confused! Fourth clause provides for arbitra- 


with Eddie Ccerr. also a comedian.| tion of actor-agent disputes, but also 
Hospital officials stated yesterday permits the arbiters to rule ‘on any 


| (Tuesday) that Carr was showing matter covered by any agreement 
| some improv ement, but was still on between the licensee and member.’ 
the serious list. Due to the fact that nearly all 

Carr had worked with his wife. | agents’ contracts with acts cover 


other fields than those within the 


Gracie, on the stage, but they are 
jurisdiction of AGVA, Broder states 


now divorced. He was especially 


union the right to rule on agree- 
Free- | ments pertaining to radio, pictures, 
port, L. I. where he was active in | legit, ete. 
the defunct Lights club. | Fifth clause may prove especially 
,tough on- agents, according to 
Broder, as it leaves the way open 
‘for AGVA to promulgate any rules 
and regulations it desires and force 
the licensees to abide by them. Fol- 
lowing clause is also inequitable, he 
states, inasmuch as it asks’ the 
licensee to agree to live up to every 
agreement made with an AGVA- 
member, but doesn’t specify that 
AGVA members must live up to 
every agreement made with a 
licensed agent. 

Seventh item, according to Broder, 


Stanley, Pitt. Reverts To 
Straight Pix for 2 Weeks 


The Stanley, Pittsburgh, Lecause 
of the booking of the Marx Bros.’ 
‘Day at the Circus’ «M-G), reverts to 


is expected to last two weeks. 


Temporary switch in policy neces- makes the license something of a 
| sitated the switch of the Dead End/| gag at present. It stipulates that 
Kids, booked to play the house next licensed agents must only use con- 
week, to the Earle. Philadelnhia, in- tracts of employment approved by 
stead, where they'll co-headline with AGVA. The union, as yet, hasn't 


gotten around to okaying contracts. 
This same clause also stipulates that 
agents must live up to the civil laws, 


The Dead Enders 
are redated for the Pitt week start- 


ing Dec. 15. 


Hal Kemp's band will resume the ordinances and legal requirements 
Pitt Stanley’s stage policy week of applying to employment agencies. 
Nov. 17, with Shep Fields’ orch com- New York agents for years have 


ing in the week following. been trying to duck licensing as em- 
bennbsresrialegeacainie ployment agencies. Eighth clause is 
a reprise of the fifth item. 

Last clause also gives AGVA wide 
powers, according to Broder, telling 


Benny The Bum Loses His 


Suit Vs. Colored Singer agents that they must ‘not directly 

: ‘ or indirectly charge or accept any 
Justice Charles B. McLaughlin in! form of bonus or gratuity over and 
N. Y. supreme court tossed out the above any compensation permitted 
suit of Benjamin Fogelman (Phila- by the rules of AGVA. While 

AGV: as n as yet ruled on com- 
delphia’s Benny the Bum, nitery) A iVA ha ot as y ‘ 

i ; ‘ missions, this clause gives the union 
against DeLloyd McKay, and granted |sp¢ rieht to fix commissions. possi- 
the defendant a permanent injunc- bly on the same order as Equity, 
tion against the plaintiff. A referee which the latter’s franchised agents 

: ave Jong been at odds with. 
will be appointed to determine the h lon : ae 
amount of the colored songstress’ | 
damages, Vaude Vice Burley 
Fogelman had sued claiming he woe 
was Miss McKay's agent and man- Seattle, Oct. 31. 
ager, having ‘discovered’ her. She State theatre (Sterling), town's 


top burley house for 30 years, shute 
ters to reopen as vaudfilmer. House 
will be rechrisiened the Rivoli. 

This makes another Levey booked 
house here, with Palomar shows 
available when that Sterling house 
plays road shows, or solo films with- 
out vaude. 


New Vaudfiimer 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 
Martin Ellis’ Tower theatre, Cam- 
den, N. J., will reopen within the 
next two weeks after alterations as 
a vaudfilmer. 
House will get its stage shows di- 
rectly from the Fay’s here. 


was to be guaranteed $3,000 yearly, 
with a 50-50 split over that amount. 
The plaintiff asserted that the pian- 
ist-singer had refused to accept posi- 
tions he secured her. 

The judge found that the defend- 
ani’s ability was not unique, and 
mentioned, in his opinion, that she 
was usually working for the mini- 
mum salary allowed by the union. 

Among charges made by Miss De- 
Lloyd were that after she had se-.| 


man forced hér to give it up as he 
wanted. her to work for him at his 
Philly club. She asserts that Fogel- 
man kept all her earnings from Aug. 
10, 1937 to date 
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Brandts Drop Audubon, N.Y., Vaude, 


But May Substitute 2 Other Houses 


Branat circuit of vaudfilm theatres 
in New York is dropping vaude 
from its Audubon theatre and plans 
to add two other houses in widely- 
separated localities. Audubon drops 
stage shows tomorrow (Thursday ), 
reverting to dualled films. Park 
Lane. on upper First avenue, N. Y., 
and the Halsey theatre, in the Bush- 
wick section of Brooklyn, are the 
houses under consideration. They 
1 ay begin the combo policy within 
a couple of weeks. Park Lane sets 
about 1,800 and the Hatsey 2,000. 

Brands are sending the Audubon 
back to straight films after a six- 
week trial, during which the circuit 
tried offsetting poor response by re- | 
placing name bands with lower | 
priced orchestras. It didn’t work out | 
even though the scale was cut to 35c | 
nights. Other houses in the circuit | 
are doing well, according to William 
Brandt. Flatbush is drawing good 
biz every week, recently having had 
its record cracked by Cab Calloway’s | 
Cotton Club unit. Calloway did | 
around $15,000. Windsor, Bronx, is | 
steady and the Carlton, Jamaica, L. 
I, is building consistently. 

According to Brandt the Globe, on 
Broadway, and Selwyn -rd Apollo, 
on 42d st, may revert to legit within | 
the next month, if okay deals are | 
proffered. Due to the many musi- 
cals in rehearsal and scheduled, and 
a shortage of houses to put them in, 
there have been some offers for the | 
trio, now playing films, to become’) 
available for legit. 


Street Singer’ Aims 
For Stage Comeback 


Arthur Tracy, who was known as 
‘The Street Singer’ on radio and in 
presentation houses, aims to return 
to the stage. He is wed to a wealthy 
Englishwoman and has been in re- 
tirement. 

Warbler is telling friends the 
main reason for a comeback is that 
he doesn’t wish to be forgotten by 
audiences. 


Breese Returns 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Lou Breese orch returns to the 
Chez Paree here Dec. 7, following 
the departure of Abe Lyman band. 
Breese has lined up a new ag- 
gregation of musicians, most of 
whom were formerly with Henry 


LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


+ 


015 YEARS AGOe«e 


(From Variety) 


Irvin S. Cobb flayed the Ku Klux 


dered to Cardinal Patrick Hayes. 


Affair was under the auspices of the 
Catholic Actors Guild. Among other 
speechmakers were Cardinal Hayes, 
Wilton Lackaye, Daniel Frohman 
and Will Rogers. 


Henry Bernstein’s new work, ‘The 
Glass Gallery,’ given at the Theatre 
du Gymnase, Paris, received un- 
favorable response. Jean Worms and 
Charles Boyer were among those 
featured. 


Flo Zicgfeld’s $20,000 weekly guar- 
antee demand was considered pro- 
hibitive by Sir Alfred Butt, who 
wished to present the ‘Follies’ at the 
Drury Lane, London. 


Federal authorities were clamping 
down on Oklahoma and Texas dance- 
halls which were hiring showgirls 
as ‘dance partners.’ 


Dorothy Dalton reported to ‘be 
considering vaudeville via husband 
Arthur Hammerstein. 
asking $3.500 weekly. Hammerstein 
also told Rudolph Friml! to write the 
music for a show in which his wife 
would be starred. 


Famous Players-Lasky was in the 
clear. Corp. had paid off $6,000,000 
in bank loans. 


PITT SHOW BOAT 


FOLDS SUDDENLY 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
Show Boat, one of town’s oldest 
niteries, folded suddenly last week 
right under the noses of all the help. 


Band, entertainers and waiters who |} 
Wednesday | 


reported for work on 
night (25) found the place dark and 
nobody around to tell them 
was what. Next morning a sign 
|reading ‘closed for repairs’ 
peared on one side of the craft. 
| For last three years, Show Boat 
| has been operated by John Magnotti, 
one-time partner with Etzi Covato 
in Plaza Cafe. When they split and 
Covato went out on his 


'had previously run the Boat, took 
; over Plaza and has been doing okay 
| since. 
has been a consistent loser. 


who was also associated in 
lease for remainder of year. 

Show Boat, 
one of the 


niteries in the 


swankiest 
state, 


burlesque spot. 


Nitery’s US. Tax Jam; 
| Failed to File Return 


Judze Grover M. Moskowitz in 
| N. Y. federal court on Monday (30) 
sentenced El Toreador, 
$2,000 fine and its president, Max 


Inc., to a] 


Night Club Reviews 


EL MOROCCO He finally burlesked Sally 


Rand’s fan dance with a couple of 
| pages of sheet music to win salvos of 
approval, 


(Continued from page 34) 


Klan at a New York luncheon ten- | 


Ziskin, to a similar fine plus a three become something of a concession for 
months’ sentence, for failure to file a saloon-keeper to mix with his cus- 
‘cabaret tax returns to the Govern-| tomers. But such has been the evolu- 

ment. Ziskin, pending appeal, was ubihition sight 
‘released on $2,000 bail. The Toreador | ; oe & mare 
ish ‘le |face to unbend and salute the hoi- 
is a Spanish nitery in Harlem. |polloi is deemed something akin to 
| The amount of the U. S. taxes un-) 4 French legionnaire’s lapel-ribbon. 

| paid is not known, but it at least Anyway, along came an ex-hoofer 
}equals the fines, according to Jesse and cabaret producer, Felix Ferry 


| The line, back with another rou- 
| tine, surprises by warbling S0-s0 ‘An 

Apple for the Teacher,’ and dishes out 
'apples to ringsiders. Then planted 
/at show caught, lipstick, via kisses 

on the phiz of an overweight and 
flabbergasted customer. Dancers ara 
| lured to the hanky-sized floor by the 
30ft strains of Winters’ orch. Sahu, 


| 

Moss, assistant U. S. attorney. who, with Gene of the | | 
opened a Hollywoodian-looking class | 
| 

| 


9 STAGE UNITS SET 
BY TEXAS INTERSTATE 


ng class Saranac Lake 


club, the Monte Carlo (Dorothy 
By Happy Benway 


Draper’s decorating bill: $75,000) and 
that nicked Perona’s Morocco. This 
year he put in a bid for Norman Bel Tudor Cameron, remember him 
Geddes; was floored by a $100,000 when it was Cameron and Flana- 
facelift asking price; and settled for gan, also with O'Connor, is making 
Jo Mielziner, who, having four legit | a nifty comeback at the Will Rogers 


The via was'! 


what 


own at 
Italian Gardens, Freda Pope, who | 


On other hand, Show Boat, 
Under- | 
| stood that he’s stepping out of the | 
| picture completely and that Nick 
, Andolina, owner of a suburban hotel, 
Plaza 
management at one time, will assume 


productions current or due on Broad- 


Interstate Circuit in Texas, way, also doesn’t play any benefits 


| through Charles J. Freeman, of Con- | for any nitery. 
| solidated Radio Artists, has lined up| Be that as it may, the famed zebra 
| several stage shows, among ’em the) seats are now no more and, instead, 
Weaver Bros.-Elviry hillbilly unit it’s a peach-and-brown color scheme 
opening Nov. 10 in Ft. Worth. Dallas, | Peach velvet walls, brown velvet 
San Antonio and Houston follow. | ceiling, _brown pigskin bar, crystal 
| Dave Apollon is set to open late chandeliers—and check yout 
“~ | science with your hat. 
/in December Dallas. 

maestro has revamped band | but it’s no basket-party or 49c blue- 
again, reprising his Filipino outfit, | plate-special either. “Also, 


It's no gyp 


tion. Prior to Texas, Apollon plays | chit-chats with the trade instead of 
the Fox, St. Louis, week of Dec. 1. playing hot-foot with the elite in his 
then the Orpheum, Memphis, from | 
where he heads south. 

Freeman has set another Major | the rest, it's the human museum that 
Bowes amateur troupe for the In- | appeals. There are two bands, 
,terstate time in January. It was) perpetual motion — Ernie  Holst’s 
| Freeman who originally started the standard musikers and a new, crack 
ams on the stage, the first Bowes "humba combo, 
troupe getting its start in Texas. | there's no curfew as result, 
Count Berni Vici’s unit is set for 


March, while Jimmie Lunceford’s BROOKLYN CLUB 


| band goes into the territory in a (Brooklyn, IIL) 


Abel. 


| St. Louis, Oct. 27. 
. | Sammy White, Gillette & Rich- 
Burlesk Review ards, Betty Atkinson, Lynne & 
| Marianne, The Brooklynettes (4), 

| Joe Winters’ Orch (7). 

| Sammy White, seen here years ago 
| at the American theatre in ‘Show 
ean ' Boat,’ is beating it back to New York 
Irene Cornell, Pearl Shadwick.! via midwest niteries. Floor enter- 
Mona, Ginger Waldron. Marie Cord, | tainment is an added starter to the 
| Paula Lind, Leonard Kramer, Steve | casino, while the management last 


ELTINGE, N. Y. 


|; Mills, Lew Denny, Dick Richards. week began keno as bait to femmes, 
Tom Bundy. George Tuttle, Al) dishing out $500 four nites a week. 


Stryker, Charlie Taylor, 10 Chorines,| As m.c. White gets the acts under 
way briefly and reserves his stuff, 


6 Showgirls. | : 

|; Which whams ’em plenty, for the 
and License end. First on at show caught, which 
iran a trifle under 60 minutes, were 
Ss er Pau ss cle 
Commissioner Pat 1 Moss cleaned up |the Brooklynettes, house line, in a 
burlesque, but failed to stipulate | colorfully costumed Chinese produc- 


prevention of cruelty to turkeys,|tion number. Gals have improved 


Mayor LaGuardia 


ap- which are currently around all the | their terping during a six-week pad- 


| locking of the place. In the next slot 


burley houses in Times Square in 


Betty Atkinson, who taps o.k. and 
and out of season. This show is an! also warbles ‘Baby Me,’ the latter 
example of assault and battery on | being ns.g. Lynne and Marianne, 


|billed as New York importees, are 
| song stylists and have plenty on the 
ball. ‘In Dear Old Hollywood,’ a 


the word production, and mayhem 
on entertainment. 


however, for 40c. top—and certainly | ¢’ash films, is a sock. ; 
BO More OM Ware |Gillette and Richards do everything 


it was a poor one, in over 10 years. | Richards are wows with their burley 
It's turkey, and burlesk will keep | while the tops of their routines is a 

| conception of how a strip tease artist 
dishing it out as long as there is a} 
sufficient number of customers. 


Biz | dance 
here Friday night (27) : 


was good,|/ White, next, promises, after telling 


Little more should be expected, | ditty on what femmes must do to. 


hasn’t come up with an idea, unless (else but. Miss Gillette, a looker, and | 


imight do a Park avenue ballroom | 


| He would like to locate his old part- 


ner, Johnny 

After 10 years of routining in 
Denver, Joseph Vaughey tried 
Flushing, L. I., for one month. He 


|is now back in Denver. 


cone | 


Comic- | particularly, everything considering, | 


Ford Raymond, single musical act 
of olden days who spent about 109 
years up here, is now at Canon City, 


| Colorado. 


Perona | 
and will tour a 4l-people produc- | now circulates around the room and | 


in | thanks. 


Chiquito’s — and | 


Murray Friedman, after three 
years, is homeward bound with an 
absolute okay. 

Anything to break that monotony. 


El Morocco’s show is its customers, | Now the patients at the Will Rogers 
Like the Stork, 21, Monte Carlo and | have taken up Chinese Checkers. 


Local merchants here rate hearty 
A fashion show was spon- 
sored and m.c.’d by Peter Roberts 
at the Rogers, with eats, sweets and 
smokes making it a gala evening for 
the patients. 

Isabelle Rook, ex-ozoner from 
Philadelphia, is back for an 09.0. and 
general checkup. 

Eddie McDonald got his go-homea 
okay. 

To the many inquiries concerning 
who's who in Saranac Lake, it is 
impossible to answer same in this 
column. When writing, please send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
To the query from Alton Frazier, of 
Fargo, N. D.: The McNanee who 
passed away here a few years ago 
was not the Clay-Molder vaudeville 
single, but was a member of [IATSE. 

Jesse Rosenberg home with an 
okay that means work again. 

Write those you know who are ill. 


Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World's Fair 
While Appearing in 


BILLY ROSE’S AQUACADE 


WALTER 
DARE 


Best Coffee in England 


almost a decade ago 
gambling 
is Owned by! enhanced itself in any other resnect, 
| George Jaffe, owner of Casino, local 


and that’s all the operator, Max Rud- | 


|nick, probably cares about. 
Burlesque in New York is now less 
ion the epidermis display but hasn’t 


except via the title of Follies. With 
| stripping now curtailed and its com- 
edy remaining at the same degree of 


JOEE. 


KING OF THE 


LEWIS 


NIGHT CLUBS 


NOW. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHICAGO 


At the Piano—AUSTIN MACK 


poorness and sloppiness as formerly, 
it’s really remarkable how theatres 
of this type manage to hold their 
patronage. Certainly it 


the poorly ventilated, smelly atmos- 
phere be the lure. 
There’s nothing in this show that 


but hardly raise a laugh. 


man, and Tom Bundy, 
There's also the usual off-key sing- 
ing juve, in this 
Tuttle. A mediocre colored hoofer, 
Charlie Taylor, does two routines, 
while contortionist Al Stryker gets 
an inning half-way in the running 
time. He’s okay and looks even bet- 
ter because of the quality of the sur- 
rounding talent 

Strippers appeared listless at this 
catching and bared completely from 


shows a spark of originality in her 
routine. Stripping contingent is 
headed by Marie Cord and includes 


CHEZ 


610 FAIRBANKS COURT 
AMERICA’S SMARTEST 


FAMOUS FOR SHOW 
MIKE FRITZEL and JOE JACOBSON’S 


PAREE 


Delaware 3134 CHICAGO 
THEATRE RESTAURANT 


Paula Lind. Irene Cornell (no rela- 


and Pearl Shadwick. Mona is a 
thigh-grinder, mixing in some acro- 
batics with the belly rolling, 


isn’t the | 
raucous pitchmen who draw; nor can | 


reaches above the belt-line. The 
comics, Leonard Kramer, Steve | 
Mills and Dick Richards, reprise | 


some timeworn blackouts, including | 
the bewhiskered haunted house bit, | 
They’re | 
supported by Lew Denny, straight | 
character. | 


instance George | 


only the waist up. Not one of them | 


tion to Katharine), Ginger Waldron | 


but | 


not sensational enough to wake up. 
any inspectors who might be in the | 
house. 
The chorus is a gem of indecision. 
Scho. 


a Hedy Lamarr story and warbling 
‘Thanks for Everything,’ that he 
won’t dance, but after relatng a few 
dialect stories, bounces into his swell 
eccentric steps. He tried to bow out 
| with a pacifist song, a la Eddie Can- 
| tor, but the mob nixed that at this! 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


|| Just Back After an Extended Tour Around 
the World 


Frank Warren 


LASSITER BROS. 


WEEK OCT. 27, CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
WEEK NOY. 3, RIVERSIDE, MILWAUKEE 


Direction: William Morris Office 


Just Returned From One Year Engagement 
in Australia 


JACK and JUNE BLAI 


NOW AT LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


| Direction: JACK DAVIES 
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Jive, Arty Music 


, Pittsburgh, Oct. 27. 
Glenn Miller’s Orch (17), Marion 
Hutton, Ray Eberle, Tommy Trent, 
Harvest Moon Shag Champions (4); 
‘They Shall Have Music’ (UA). 


By this time the Stanley manage- 
ment has probably learned you can't 
mix Roseland with Carnegie Hall. 
Sheerest kind of booking folly was 
placing ‘They Shall Have Music’ on 
same bill with Glenn Miller. Any 
innocuous B comedy would have 
been more like it. 

Not that ‘Music’ isn’t grade A en- 
tertainment, but the Miller followers 
ruin it and the non-swing-minded 
customers are going out with a 
pretty evil opinion of jitterbugs in 
general and the bands that cater to 
them. At the show caught today 
(Friday) the audience came to hear 
Glenn Miller, of the tingling trom- 
bone, and not Jascha Heifetz, star of 


the film. Listening to a big helping 
of classic fiddling was obviously 
sheer torture for them and_ they 


made no bones about their discom- 
fort. 

They whistled and stomped through 
a neat Brahms; they yelled for Miller 
through the crystal purity of the 
Heifetz tones and by the time ‘The 


End’ was flashed on the screen, the | 


Stanley was a shambles of ecstatic 
and expectant excitement. Much of 
the dialog in the film went by the 
boards; the symphony music got the 
ha-ha and the kids would have none 
of anything but Miller. 

That’s not Miller’s fault, or course, 
but at that there may be something 
in Artie Shaw's disparaging remarks 
about some jivers. Anyway, it might 
not be a bad idea for the Stanley 
management to have Miller intro- 
duced each time before beginning of 
picture and tell his legions that 
Heifetz plays pretty good music, too. 


They might believe him—and listen. 


Incidentally, it’s not hard to un- 
derstand the current enthusiasm for 
Miller. He has a corking ouifit, 


equally at home in swing or sweet | 


and excelling at both. Current Cin- 
derella Man of the band 
modest, self-effacing fellow 
shy, engaging manner 
bone that speaks 
His reed and brass sections rate ace- 
high in any orchestral reckoning and 
he’s using them in all his arrange- 
ments to perfect advantage. 
Miller has a big orch (17), 
trombones including himself, 
saxes, four trumpets, guitar, bass, 
drums and piano, and the dulcet 
tones come out just as well as the 
hot platters. In the public eye, it 
may be identified as a swing outfit 


four 
five 


but that’s not wholly so, as witness | 


Miller’s sweet version of ‘Danny 
Boy,’ which he announces as a ‘tune 
you didn’t expect to hear here today.’ 

Band opens with the Miller trade- 
mark, ‘Moonlight Serenade,’ and then 
the maestro introduces the Harvest 
Moon dancers, two couples. First 
cut a neat rug but the second team 
sells the act. Short fellow and six- 
foot dame clock a laugh a second 
and insure thé turn show-stop rating. 
Band then shoots ‘Litthe Brown Jug’ 
at ’em hot and heavy, and Ray 
Eberle, Miller vocalist, comes on to 
dish out ‘Over the Rainbow,’ ‘To 
You’ and ‘Blue Orchids.’ Couldn't 
get away so Miller had him do a 
chorus of ‘One o’Clock Jump,’ which 
band took on from there. 

Neat change of pace effected with 
‘Danny Boy’ and then Marion Hut- 
ton, a cuie, jitterbuggy replica of her 
sister, Betty Hutton, late of Vincent 
kopez band, shifts things back into 
high again with ‘Jim Jam Jumper,’ 


‘FDR Jones’ and ‘Little Man Who 
Wasn't There,’ latter with one of the 
sax players. He's the only crew 


the drummer, 
Miss Hutton 


member, outside of 
who gets a solo spot. 


locks like Betty and even has her | 
wowwow, siaceato tactics. Good bet | 
to follow in her sister’s footsteps. 
Orch next comes up with a swell | 
duplicate of its latest recording. ‘In 
the Mood, featuring Miller, and 
that’s followed by Tommy Trent, 
one of the better puppeteers, who 


cleans up with his standard act, still | 


going over big here after a fourth 
Visit. 
For a finish, Miller sends ’em out 


in wild disorder to a hip-hip ‘Runnin’ 
Wild.” Show runs only 45 minutes 
on account of length of picture (105 
mins.) and management’s desire to 
get in five shows. That wasn’t neces- 
Sary today, however, because heavy 
downpour kept the crowd down. 
Cohen. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Lee Sims & Ilomay Bailey, Bobby 
May, Lassiter Bros.. Kay, Katya & 
Kay, Dorothy Hild Girls (16); ‘Roar- 
ing Twenties’ (WB). 


The Chicago is veering more to 
Straight vaude after the previous 


biz is a] 
with a}: 
and a trom- | 
volumes for him. | 


Takes Pitt Mauling 


| fair routines and give the show bulk 
‘and the needed femme touch. 

Bobby May scores with neat nov- 
/elty juggling. Has eliminated prac- 
tically all of his talk, but retains that 
| yokel-boy amble as he goes from 
| trick to trick. He's tops with Indian 
clubs, balls and cigar-and-hat. The 
acme of finesse, he accomplishes the 
‘stunts with deftness and showman- 
‘ship that make him surefire any- 
| where. 
| Lassiter Bros. are a couple of ex- 
‘cellent acrobatic tumblers who only 
'falter on their comedy touches. For 
‘instance, the nose-wiping, with the 
| house doubly wrong in_ permitting 
iit. The fellow who talks most is 
considerably at fault in elocution 
j/and delivery. But the act, basically, 
iis good, with the comedy tumbling 
| and hard-to-hand work proving 
solid audience material. 

Dance trio of Kay, Katya and Kay 


‘proved much to the liking of the; _ 
!mob in for the last show Friday (27).| Billy Banks, 


Two numbers are fine in conception 
land execution. They make 
{splendid appearance and turn in 
bright ballroom and adagio routines. 

Jeadlining Lee Sims and ITlomay 
Bailey, with latter getting most of 
'the spotlight on her singing while 
Sims backgrounds on the _ piano. 
| When caught, Sims corralled much 
‘audience attention with his deft 
‘handling of the ivories. Novelty 
/vocal number calls for Miss Bailey 


to sing special lyrics for 
Ravel's ‘Bolero.’ 
Biz plenty healthy. Gold. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 26. 


| Brown, Clemens Belling Co. (3), 


morrow Comes’ (RKO). 


All-in-all, a good hour of enter- 
tainment, providing variety of com- 
edy, dancing, acrobatics and singing. 
The opener, Clemens Belling Co., 
is a circus-like troupe with a big bag 
of tricks, including stunting dogs, a 
i bit of magic, a little clowning and 
come dancing bv the two girls who 
assist the m.c. Though weak on the 
i natter and a little jerky in continu- 
itv act is refreshingly unique. 

Dick. Don and Dinah are deuced 
here, but deserve better position for 
their clever comedy acro-risley turn. 
| Trio perform some difficult stuff and 
elso bring in plenty of new tricks. 
One is a series of bouncing flips and 
| somersaults, with a big ball used as 
a springboard. A slow triple mount 
sets them a swell hand at the finish. 
Whole act is smartly paced. 

Theodore and Denesha, next-to- 
| close, register nicelv in a diversified 
leless ballroom routine. Ada Brown 
igets fair resoonse to her swingy 
‘shouting of ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘Laziest 
|Gal in Town.’ ‘Comes Love’ and 
‘Some of These Days.’ Does some 
shuffling and truckin’ on the ‘Jive’ 
number for the finish. Harry Swana- 
ean accompanies on the piano. 
~ Collins and Peterson, viewed here 
elmost annually. close the bill with 


their familiar gaes which, according | 


to class standards. are consistently 
vulear and flat. but which click, in 
the main, with the morning cus- 
tomers. Fox. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 
Indianapolis, Oct. 27. 
Joe E. Brown, Stone & Lee, Ran- 
dall Sisters, American Gauchos (7). 


Tou & Wing. Hollywood Beauties 
(12); ‘What a Life’ (Par). 


After several weeks of double fea- 
tures. house again takes a fling at 
stace fare. with Joe E. Brown head- 
ing a nicely balanced 62-minute bill 

Hollywood Beauties, line, open 
with tap routine and appear twice 
later in bill. American Gauchos sat- 
isfv in teeter-board antics, as seven 
men do breath-taking flips to four- 
hich shoulder stands and other feats 

ch win heavy hand. 

Randall Sisters provide neat vocal 


a | the 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| this pleasing show. 


arrangements of pop tunes, doing 
‘Jumpin’ Jive” ‘When Paw Was 
Courtin’?’ Maw’ and ‘Beer Barrel 


with line. Al Stone m.c.s throughout 
and holds down the trey spot with 
his partner, Tishy Lee, to get some 


blue giggles. They have replaced 
|Terry Howard and Jack Talley in 
ithe unit. With Brown drawing 


| juves, patter should be whitewashed. 
/Toy and Wing appear in three nicely 
done dances, a ballroom tap, jitter- 


bug number and toe specialty by 
Mics Wing for finish. 
Brown closes and_ gets plenty 


laughs with his broad comedy, al- 
|though gags are not so new. His 
| best bit is a pantomime of baseball 


nitecher being knocked out of 


box. Finishes with comedy sharp- 


policy of extravaganza and produc- | -hooting bit with Stone. joined by 


tion. Only semblance of the former | 
setup is the Hild line of girls, on for | 
Opening and closing. They manage ' 


' Mics Lee for dancing exit. 


Biz fair at third show Fridav (27), 
Kiley. 


Get Up in 
Dogs and 


STATE, N. Y. 


Noble Sissle Orch with Mavzxie 
Armstrong, Ruby Hill, Billy Banks; 
Claude and Clarence Stroud, Harriet 
Hoctor, Marjorie Gainsworth, Naitto 
Troupe; ‘Honeymoon in Bali’ (Par). 


Stage show runs somewhat over- 
time, consuming an hour and 10 min- 
utes, but it is good diversion. Busi- 
|ness, however, on the first night 

(Thursday) was somewhat off, that 
| being blameable on the fact that the 
| feature picture had played the near- 
|by Paramount for three weeks, 
|thereby milking the draw in the 
| Times Square sector. 
| Noble Sissle, dapper 
|leader, has an excellent band with 
‘him and three specialty people who 
also deliver. His routine is opened 
|; with ‘Wild About Harry,’ which he 
|and Eubie Blake wrote for ‘Shuffle 
| Along,’ the show that started a vogue 
of colored revues on Broadway. His 
finale number is a corker, made 

surefire through its patriotic appeal. 
| Tune which he swings begins with a 
iclever paraphrase of Man 
|River’” Band is doubling from Billy 
|Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, nitery in 
; the nearby Paramount hotel. 

Only one of the specialty artists, 
is brought back. He 
|starts with a good baritone selection, 
‘Rainbow’ number from ‘The 
| Wizard of Oz’ and then slips into 
| jive stuff that gets the house, there 
| being plenty of jitterbugs in evi- 
dence. Before that a classy tapper, 
Maxie Armstrong, goes to town and 
gets a big hand. Girl singer with 
the Sissle outfit is Ruby Hill. billed 
as a ‘senia songbird,’ and she de- 
livers with ‘Melancholy Moon.’ 

The Stroud Twins, together. are on 
fourth, although Clarence is the m.c. 
and works through the show. Dur- 
ing part of their talk there are some 
cracks in French. The Strouds are 
among the few comics who can talk 
about inconseauentials and_ get 
laughter. The deadpan Claude par- 
ticularly helps get it across. 
| well with a hoofing finale and are 


Collins & Peterson, Theodore & | Well rewarded. 
Denesha, Dick, Don & Dinah, Ada | 


Harriet Hoctor js still a lovely toe 
dancer. She has gained some pound- 


Larry Flint House Orch; ‘When To- \28e, which may account for a routine 


|not quite as animated as when she 
was with Ziegfeld shows. She opens 
with ‘Bolero,’ which seems somewhat 
, too slow for toe work: yet, it’s pretty 
;to see She closes to a routine ac- 
;companied by Victor Herbert melo- 
dies. While she makes a costume 
|change. a young tapping ballroom 
jteam, Jack and June Blair, give a 
good account of themselves. 

The crack Naitto trouve opens and 
it looks better than when with the 
Ringling. Barnum and Bailey circus. 
| Two tight wires are used, the three 
girls performing expertly. Star of 
the act is Neo. only girl reputedly 
| who can do a back somersault on the 
|wire. There is neither stalling nor 
/attempts to make the feats look 
more difficult than usual, which is 
i|very infrequent with acts of this 
| type. 
| On second is Marjorie Gainsworth, 


| who has sung with the Chicago Civic | ern kick routine. 


Opera Co. She is a full-throated so- 
prano who also appears in class night 
clubs. First number is ‘Make Believe,’ 
followed by a medley that includes | 
‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes.’ ‘Street 
Singer,” from ‘Naughty Marietta,’ 
earns an encore. which is ‘Let’s Make | 
Memories Tonight.’ from the score of 
the current Broadway musical, 
‘Yokel Boy.’ Ibee. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 
Jack Malerich House Orch (18), 
Jack Hilliard, Wen High Troupe (5), 
Patricia Wynn Dancers (12). Leba- 
natti Trio. Prince and _ Princess 
Selanda, Sid Page & Co. (2); 
‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep). 


Presence supposedly of nerform- 
ers of several nationalities inspired 
the ‘International Revue’ title for 
Each of the four 
attains a_ sufficiently 
high enteriainment plane, while the 


acts 


outside 


standard house units Malerich’s 
band, the Wynn girls’ dancing and 
Jack Hilliard, singing m.e.—con- 


tinue to barge through in touchdown 
fashion. 


The 18 musicians on the elevated 
platform register strongly in a sock 
overture, ‘Songs of the Dawn,’ with 


several of the boys contributing brief 
comedy vocalizing. An effectively 
arranced medley includes ‘At Sun- 
down.’ ‘Day Is Done.’ ‘How I Hate 
the N.orning.’ ‘Mad 
Englishmen’ and ‘Whatta 
you Thinka, John?’ 

With the house eliminating its 
m.c., Hilliard winds u en gage- 
ment with a high-grade introducing 
iov and a single song, ‘South of the 
Border,’ for which Malerich fur- 
nishes the organ accompaniment, It 
scores. 

First of the two ~‘?. .1 dancers’ 
contributions, ‘Street Scene,’ has the 
girls strikingly costumed in black 
tights, gold sequin jackets and red 
gloves. It’s an exotic ballet consist- 
ing mainly of arm and body gyra- 


| tions, 


Three men, a boy and a gal com- | 
prise the Wen High Japanese troupe, 
whose acrobatics, balancing and | 
plate-spinning proceed mostly along ! 


composer- | 


Lads do | 


conventional lines. One performer 
keeps a plate spinning on a stick in 
each hand while turning a somer- 
sault. 

The Lebanatti Trio, an elderly 
man, a youth and a girl, pound 
musie out of three xylophones. The 
young couple also indulge in some 
expert jitterbug terping. 

Holding down the headline spot, 
Prince and Princess Selanda, billed 
as ‘genuine Scandinavian royalty,’ 
have a novel dance offering. After 
a bit of ballroom stepping, they give 
| their impressions of how Mae West, 
Sally Rand, Harold Lloyd, Greta 
Garbo, Hitler, Chamberlain, Stokow- 
ski, Snow White and Dopey would 
do the tango, a bit of makeup help- 
ing the illusion in each instance. 

Assisted by Peggy Earle, a hard- 
_working and_ funny eccentric 
| comedienne, the versatile Sid Page 


_cracks through to stop the show 
with clowning, gagging, rope-spin- 
ning and comedy magic. Plenty of 


laughs here. For a_ wind-up, 
Wynn gals breeze through a tam- 
, bourine gypsy number. 

| House light at opening 


matinee 
show. 


Rees. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 28. 
Val Setz, Perry Twins. Col. Wil- 
bur, Keaton and Armfield. Novaline 
Payne, Don Harris, Glamour Girls 
, {house line), Jack 
| House Orch; ‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U). 


‘Black and White’ title is hung on 


line numbers. 


Glamour Girls start things with 
novelty number in which they 
handle huge black gaucho hats. Val 
|Setz takes over as the opening stand- 
‘ard act with a juggling routine. In- 
jects comedy here and there between 
| juggling Indian clubs, balls. plates 
;}and various other items. Work is 
clever and in the right spot. 

House songbird regular, Novaline 
Payne, steps down from the band- 
|stand to offer her bit earlier than 
_ usual, going over with ‘Old Man 
| Mose.’ Routine of tapping, inter- 
|spersed with a comedy boxing bit 
/and novelty steps. is offered by male 
Perry Twins. They’re over- 
board a bit for what thev have to 
offer. 

M.C. Don Harris sings ‘Chloe’ and 
}a new one, ‘Scatterbrain. Then 
| takes to the mike to giv 
;mentary sharpshooting 
Wilbur ‘(New Acts), 
marksman. 

Closing standard turn is taken by 
Keaton and Armfield in a mixture 
of patter, terping and _ imitating. 
'Male confines self mostly to foiling 
to gals mimicking of Katharine Fep- 
burn, to which she adds a modern 
tap solo. Gaunt Johnny Mack, as 
| third member of the act, comes on to 
|allow line of gags to be thrown at 
his ghostlike appearance. He winds 
up with a limber tap. Act shows 
some good snots. but needs consider- 
able strengthening. 

Begowned line closes with a mod- 


Quin. 


of Col. 
one-armed 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelnhia. Oct. 27. 
Lunceford’s Orch (15) 
with Jimmy Young, Dan Grissom, 
Four Inkspots, Earl 
| Kid Nightingale’ (WB). 


Jimmie 


There are no dull 
50-minute all-sepia bill. 
two outside acts back Lunceford’s 
band, but the gang onstage makes 
up for lack of numbers by a wide 
repertoire and a willingness to give. 

Lunceford outfit shares honors 
with the Four Inkspots. Quartet is 


Only 


doubling between a five-a-day here | 


(six shows Saturday) and a mid- 
night stint at the Little Rathskeller, 
local nitery. 

Despite the heavy assignment, the 
Inkspots give plenty with their 
songology. At show caught they did 
six numbers, including two encores, 
and were only allowed to leave the 
stage when ‘Deacon’ Watson, their 
leader, pleaded exhaustion. 

The songsters are dolled up in 
fancy, ivory-colored tails and click 
solidly with a wide variety of num- 
bers ranging from the sweet ‘If I 
Didn't Care’ to a jumping novelty 
tabbed ‘Your Feet’s Too Big.’ Their 
other offerings are ‘Jeepers Creep- 
ers, ‘Address Unknown,’ ‘Who’ and 
‘Just for a Thrill.’ 

Lunceford’s band is in good form. 
cutting up, mugging and 
smoothly in front of an eye-filling 
backdrop. Gang is 
the leader gives each a chance to 
shine. Jimmy Young, trombonist, 


the | 


the com- | 


| proved wanting. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 
Teddy Powell Orch. with Ruth 


/Gaylord, Jimmy Blair; Lane Bros., 
| Frazee Sisters, Bob Bromley, Dick 
Powell; ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par), 

reviewed in Variety Oct. 18. 

This bill combines a satisfying ar- 

| ray of acts with an adequate band. 
The result is above-average enter- 
|tainment, with the Dick Powell 
name a likely draw. House was well 
filled for the final show Thursday 
| night (26). 
Film actor, reviewed elsewhere 
| under New Acts, is on last and mops 
| up with a generous assortment of 
songs, plus bits of sax and trumpet 
playing. 

Teddy Powell’s band (no relation 
to Dick) opens and closes the show, 
besides contributing several numbers 
between acts. The outfit here leans 
|more toward the hot stuff, at which 
it’s rather commonplace. 

Musically, the outfit is proficient 
enough, but it has little style, and 
when it turns on the juice for a jive 
session, fails to build any really in- 
fectious rhythmic drive. Its highest 
| pitch of intensity is about the level 


j at which a genuinely hot band is 


| 


| just beginning to make the stage 
|} pulsate. Ruth Gaylord and Jimmy 


Blair, with the band, do the vocals 
acceptably. Powell is an indifferent 
m.c. 


sicians rarely glance at him when 


Wendover’s | he’s swinging the stick. 


Following the band’s « ,ening ses- 
ision, the Lane Bros. (New Acts) 
|have the first spot. Tl: Frazee 


_ this bill, providing theme for setting | Sisters, familiar harmony pair in 


vaude and radio, 
numbers, plus an enc 


coniribute three 
Making a 
striking stage appearance, with cos- 
;tumes and hair get-up reminiscent 
of the much-exploited oomph pub- 
licity pictures of Ann Sheridan, they 
have an assured manner before an 
audience. More variation in tempo 
and volume would be an improve- 
ment, however. 

Bob Bromley also gets across with 
three punpet turns, an opera so- 
prano, colored tap dancer and con- 
|cert pianist. Works with the strings 
and figures visible to the audience 
ard with recorded sound effects, 
Well conceived and carried through, 
Hobe, 


AUDUBON, N. Y. 


Betty Hutton, Diamond Bros. (4), 
Ted Claire & Nancy Healy, Paul 
Martell’s Orch with Jimmy Rogers; 
|‘Mickey the Kid’ (Rep). 


Six weeks, of which five were in 
| the red, has convinced the Brandts 
| this isn’t the spot for stage shows, 
| Opening day (Thursday) of this 
| week’s show, which marks the finale, 
was the final convincer. It was 
brutal at the b.o. and perhaps even 
|}sadder for the acts, which at the 
evening performance were in a cold 
sweat trying to draw response from 
a wide expanse of empty seats. 

It must be said for the Brandts 
that they gave vaude a fair chance. 
A six-week trial is sufficient to 
gauge a policy’s b.o. chances, and it 
The nabe just isn’t 
what it used to be. Once a residen- 
tial sector for the prosperous middle 
class, it’s complexion has been con- 


and Frances; | 


moments on! 


playing | 


versatile and | 


handles most of the vocal assign- | 
| Musically, the band is only fair; in 


ments, 


Band leads off with the fast ‘Tain’t | 


Whatcha Do,’ going into a Lunceford 
original, ‘Le Jazz Hot.’ 
som, saxophonist, ballads, ‘Moon 
Love.’ ‘Cheatin’ on Me’ brings on 
Lunceford’s quartet, led by Young. 
‘Well, All Right,’ ‘Margie’ and a new 
Lunceford composition, ‘For Dancers 
Only,’ wrap it up. 


Dan Gris- | 


stantly changing in the past 10 years 
—for the worse. Now its population 
is chiefly Spanish and German and 
Austrian refugees. They apparently 
have little coin to spend for enter- 
tainment and even less desire to 
spend it for vaudeville. 
| If not profits, a vaudfilm house 
should at least draw fairly well ata 
35¢e top weekdays. This the Audu- 
bon has failed to do. It originally 
started at 40c top with name bands, 
but after four wecks the budget was 
| slashed, lesser orchs substituted and 
the admission scale revamped. Still 
no go, so out goes vaude after being 
unable to find a paying audience in 
what was once a terrific vaude nabe. 

Disheartening biz may have cast 
its reflection on the booking of the 
current layout. It’s a rather listless 
affair that looks even worse because 
of the snarse attendance. There is 
but one spark in the show, and that’s 
the closing Diamond Bros. (4) in 
their standard comedy knockabout 
routine. The three boys on the stage 
and the fourth in the wings aiming 
to conk ’em with a heavy plank have 
been around for years, both here and 
abroad. They’re surefire for laughs 
and were the only act at this catch- 
ing to gain any snontaneous response 
from the poor attendance. 

3and this week is Paul Martell’. 
He’s from the minor ballrooms 
around town and appears unaccus- 
tomed to stage work. He's stiff and 
uncertain, keeps his face constantly 
turned toward the audience and 
there’s not enough personality in his 
kisser to warrant such spotlighting. 


appearance it’s negative. Singer 
with the band, Jimmy Rogers, is 
given an NEC buildup and uncovers 
a fair tenor and a toothy, personality 
grin. 

Martell hasn’t a single word to say 
throughout the entire layout. M.c. 
chore is in the hands of Ted Claire, 


once one of the top picture house 


Earl and Francis, dance team, are | 


well-spotted. Their type of loose- 


limbed dancing is a natural with the 
Lunceford brand of jive. 
Biz Friday afternoon (27) was fair. 
Shal. 


personality boys in the good old days 
that bred Dick Powell, Paul Ash, ete, 
Claire does as well as possible with 
an audience that for the most part 
doesn’t understand him. His best 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


VARIETY 


Texington 3 Riteride Scaler’s Sunset Club Hatton's Club Miss Ohio Unit 
Jiube. Johany nk yg - Tony Bauer Ore Eddie Apple Ore Fred Heikell Freda MacRonald 
Joe Dou: re r ¥ NuUs Genevieve Woods Tic Top Tap Robbie Collins Henry Rubertino 00 a 
Cashie Cos Rendezvous Gordon Walters Joey Feldstein Ore | Ruth Parker Arlene Rice Ore 
Golden Southland Rhythm | Roma Costello Thelma Weed 
Lee Chas Beal Dolores Lamar Harriet Cross George Paderewskl | Pita White 
Johnny Leary Slim Gaillard Ore Nancy O Bien Martin & Marvel —_ Bak Peet Be: sae By Dick Fishell 
Jamboree Ore 506 Club Jay Jason Hotel Cleveland Monaco’s Cafe 
Joe Smythe Robby Maynard Or | Jane Mathews Everett Hoagland 
Little Rathskeller Ore Cab Horvath Town and Country | Walt Bergen Ore Sports Commentater) 
Sis & Ga Teddy Capp Club Hotel Sterling Barbirine 
Schwarts Benny Skorch Ore Marty Lake Ore Claude Hoagland O Army—Notre Dame Texas A&M—Arkansas 
3 Sioenee Aimee Organ Red Ravin Ore Larry Powell Gayle Gaylord Ohio Villa The Soldiers do not have anything Texas A&M, as it’s proven itself 
MeDonald & Ross 4 Gold Gate Gl tay rie Irene Burke Jean Lysle i i , 
olden Gate Gla | like the reserves the Irish can throw to be one of the finest. 
Wilson Silver Lake lun) | Claude Parmenter | Jack Farrel Mickey Rats into the field. There’s no punch in 
Der cl t Samm Watkins O SMU—Texas 
Spa Bve Bvon Varsity 8| Southern Tavern the West Point attack and there’ ere’s a close one, but Southern 
icto Mickey Familant Or a) ene 5 i 
Melba nies ase Bill Davidson Ore | Gai} Parker Callahan Sis Emil Velazeo should be a difference of two touch- Methodist has the sounder system 
Manoa Inn Bernard & Rich Six Point Club Toy's memeny Tule Helene Gray downs. |and more power. There won't be 
Keller Sis Casper Reda Or Case Landis Ore Hotel Statler i 
homas asper Reda ase Ford 
Warren Thoma 4 World's Fair Gls 26th & North Club | Richard Pone Ore Stanley Club shar cag-eellng toe | more than one touchdown separat- 


Judy Lane 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Pianni Rochelle 
Dunfee & Collette 
Ted Elder 
Edyth Gallade 
Dee Doree 
New Leader Cafe 
sddie Jarvis Ore 
Hiarry Melv\ay 
Lona Barclay 
Betsy Bain 
Open Door 
Leonard Cooke 
Sidney Ames 
Ethel Mader 
Billy Beck 
Morton Bros 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Niel & Delmar 
Paul Lyneh 
Frank Kelley Ore 
Peacock Gardens 
Sylvan Herman O 
Ann Reed 
Palumbo's 
Bonnie Stewart 
Franchon Davis 
Ross Irwin 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Joe Smythe 
Geo Kaye 
Philadelphian Room 
Sybil Kaye 
Monocled Amba'dor 
Ruthania & Malem 
Joe Cook, Jr 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Purple Derby 
Tom McGowan 
Billy Burns 
Margie Mealy 
Dolores Dell 
Mary Snyder 
Betty Fitzgerald 
Billy Hughes 
Lynn 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Teo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 
Al Streit Ore 
Jack Griffin 
Edna Smith 
Gale Lee 
Frank Dumont 
Mystery 
Sansom House 
Richard Bach 
Jow Dougherty 


Tudell & Jean 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
Lee Lamond 
Stephanie & Craig 
Venice Grille 
Rags Gordon 
Tanya Garth 
Casimiera Gls 
Theresa 
Geo Marchettl Ore 
Joe Reilly 
Barbara & Flo Lane 
Phyllis LaRue 


Viking Cafe 


Johnny Wages 
Margie Bowman 
Dick Thomas, M C 
Jimmy Naegra Orc 
Dorie Moore 
Margie Smith 
Wade & Wade 


Wazron Wheel 
Toe O'Shea 
Al Bastian Ore 

Warwick Hotel 
Ray Benson Ore 
Wanda Shiner 
Steve Mathews 
Michael Sharmella 
Safranski 
Harry Bigler 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Cumden) 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flaceo Ore 
Gale Sextet 
Vallee & Doreen 
Aida Alvarez 
Len Manning & M 
Digaetano & F 
Jack Moss 
Sya Goelden 
Elsie Hart 
Ted & Julia 
Rathe’r Eldvradians 
Pat Sullivan 
Wilson's 
Joe Hough, MC 
Guardsmen 
Marion 
Niles & Jo-Ann 
Shanon & Mein 
Wayne hKennon 
Ada Reynolds 
Geo Bakay Ore 
Dashington 


Vacht Club 
Jimmy Bailey 


Kitty Helmling Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 


Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 


Ethel Seidel 
Don Pedro Ore 


Blatz Palm Gaiden 
Eddie South Ore 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 

Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobson Ore 
Magiey Gls 
Johnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
laurene Nevell 
Eileen Sis 
Barney Starr 
Mata Monteria 
Zang & Toda 
Andre & Delphine 


Chez Paree 


Wally Valentine 
Ore 
Clover Club 
Jing Brynd Ore 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 
Rick & Snyder 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 


Cookie Harding On 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edna Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 
Ellen Kaye 
Lamars 

Cleo & Ruth 

Sally Joyce 

Club Milwankean 
Otto Richter Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 
Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch Ore 

Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broudway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 
Jack Faye 
Devines Eagles 
Stephen Swedish O 
Bob “iarrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 


Riek & Snyder 
Mamie's Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 


Hotel Schroeder 


(Empire Kuoom) 
Jack Denny Ore 


Karl Ratsch's 


Willie Keller Ore 
trina Brabno 
Lakota’s 
Bobby Stuart 
Jullianne Desmond 
Billy Lamont 
Blue Room 3 
Mildred Seelby 
Bernice Barns 
Marie Kecky 


Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Last Round tp 


Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken heck 

Lindy's 
Jovy Cassell 


Sylv'ter Scambaugh 
Frances Parker 
Log Cabin 
Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Julia Gerity 
Wally Rand 

frudy De Ring 
Helen Everett 

6 Brucettes 

Joe Rio 

Rav Martell 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emera'd 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Oasis 
Bailey Ore 
liartman 


Carl 


Bert 
Snvelks 
Old Heidelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 


follie Rae 
‘Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 
Sandra Lynn 


Ray Van Day 


Paris 
Joe Gumin Cre 
Kenny Kay 


Little Ray 
Plankinton House 
(Red 


Marlow Sis 


Plantation Club 
Bert Batley Ore 
Mary Webb 
Pinntation 6 
Brown Lyons 
Hlunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 

Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Ure 

Giace Browa 

Rendezvous 12 

La Nore Sis 

Hielen Shower 

Evelyn Varr 

Jerry Lynn 

Billy Lamont 
Reno 

Biff Blake Ore 

Vivian blotter 

Rusty Banks 

Ann Gregg 

Aljna Williams 

Helen Claire 

lean Hamilton 

Romona Brownvil) 

| Hal White 


State Gardens 
Farl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lune 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 

Steuben Inn 
Marty Hoff 
Al Gullieckson 
Claudine Hayes 

Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Kay Crandeli Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Herbie Kay Ore 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Reguette 
Lee Leighton 
Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Joe Rines Ore 
Harris & Pierce 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz Ore 
Bowery 
Harriet Rollo 
Morrison & Rogers 
Craters 
Kay Carroll 
Amos Jacols 
Charley Carlisle 
Lenora’s Debs (8) 
Johnny King 
Benny Resh Oro 
Blue Lantern 
Tee Walters Ore 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Dick Bauer 
Temple & Marie 
Kay Carroll 
Gale Reynolds 
Commodore Club 
Paul Rosini 
Floradoras (6) 
Virginia Gibson 
lee Bartell 
Hark Thomas Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Dick Havilland 
Rene & Michael 
Aileen Marlow 
Starr & Maxine 
Eddie Bratton Ore 
Frontenac 
Cecil Lee Oro 
Brooks 2 
Danny Brown 
Club Lido 


Zonette Sis 

Doraine & Ellis 

Texas Rockets 

Ralph Fisher Ore 
Main Street Club 

Frank Sidney Ore 

Nebiolo’s 

Di Giovanni 

Miontvy Wysong 

Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Inn 

Frankie Connors 

Ben Young 

Una Cooper 

Lischeron & Adams 

Jack Campbell Ore 


Oasis 
Lou Corsini Ore 
Ia Cardo 
Countess Ariel 
Ken Couroy 


Palm Beach 


Amos Jacobs 
Carr & Randall 
El Cota 
Denverettes 
Don Pablo Ore 


Plantation 
Wim McKinney Ore 
Geo Gould 
Gladiss 
Bill Nightingale 
Charles Bristol 
Kitty Murray 
Plan'tion Belles (6) 

Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Larry Vincent 
Annette Shields 
Hoftman Sis 
Florenze 

Redford Inna 
Don Miller 
Vocalians 

Club Royale 
Danny Demetre Orc 
Della Carroll 
Harden & Housten 
Chene & Armstrong 
Dean Murphy 
Retty Guyon 
Royal Steppers 

Saks 
Cliff Winehill 
Gloria Shayne 
Cocktail Girls (6) 
Geo Kavanagh Ore 

San Diego 
Mildred Parr 
LeRoy & Pals 
Ravaye & Margo 
Earl Beaudrie 
Jimmy Stevenson 
Geo Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 

Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Koom) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 

Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Auld Trio 


(8) 


MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL 


Anglesey 


Eddie LaRue B (5) 
Arlene Gage 


LaVoe & De Anne 
Bowery 
| Sammy Sway Ore 


Florence McGrath 
Gene & Pat Patton 
Ted Brown 
Edith Kaye 
Coliseum 
Jack Kane Ore 
Commodore 
Davenport Ore 
Dancers 


Ken 
A, Murray 
Coronado 


4 Nonchalants Ore 
Claude Ellis 
Georgie Arden 
Curly'’s 
Oscar Bellman Ore 
Jimmy Hegg 
Pearson Bros 
Musical Bentleys 


Drake & Marsche 
Curils 

Dick Long Ore (8) 


Jean Sarte 
Golden Ore 


Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen Ore 
Madelyn Joyce 

Lounge Pierre 
Sev Olsen Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Miss America, '39 
Ann Mare 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pircehner 


Avalon 
Hv Barron Ore 
Norman Priest 
Kay Carroll 
Marilyn Foster 
Thelma Todd 
Alrway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Country 


Sherdina Walker 
Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Johnny Hudgins 
Fabian & Marie 
Lois Deppe 
Mitzi & Spitzi 
Lillian Young 
Mitzi Mitchell 
Chateau 
Chick Chaiken Orc 


| 


Magic Bar 
Pa Trester’s Ore 
Betty LeMar 
Marigold 
Cee Hurst's Ore 
Minnesota Terrace 
Lawrence Welk Orc 
Mauno & Stratford 
Bob Pace 
Jayne Walton 
Jerry Burke 
Marion Wilkins 
A Murray Dancers 
Monte Cuthbert 
Post Cafe 
Ryan Ore 
President 
Al Wehte Orc 
Tom Allen 
Sheldon Gray 
Joy Bennett 
Tiny Crawford 
Sloppy 
Red Maddock Ore 
Dave DeVore 
Terrace Cafe 
Dick Barrie Orc 


Ted 


he LaBow 
idie Metcalfe | 
irt & Lee 
Town & Country C 
Hy Ackerman Ore | 


Dave Ackerman 
Craig Buie 
Zephyr 


Bob Warner's O (8) 


Lillian Barnes 
Armanda & Lila 
Ralph Lewis 
4 (Jueens 

College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Jean Grayce 
Marie Keene 
Red Evans 
Lady Esther 
Jerry Mengelsohn 


Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Lew Stewart 
Elissa Marvell 
Lornette Sis 
Patsy, Sk'’s Cameron 

Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 


Gourmet Club 


E Robinson Ore 
Dunes Bovs 
Jules de Vorzon 


| force for preservation of their busi- 


Jack Webb 


George Winter Orc 
Jackie Maye 

Jack Elliott 

Mitzi Walker 
Patsy Day 


Frank Paris 

Gloria Blake 
Jack & Eddie's 

Jeanne Saboda 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage | Harry Martin 


Johnny Frits 
Hughie Mor.icn Ore 
Maynard Deane Al DiLernia 


Arlington Lodge New Penn 
Kier Morrison Ore Ralph Allen Ore 


Baleonades Tap Rhythmics 
Phil Cavezza Ore Gene Navarre 


Leon & Diane 
Bill Green's Caputo 3 
Ray Pearl Ore Buddy Gibson 


Joe Morracco 


Buddy Madison C 
Bob Liotke 


Club Carlisle 


Red Mitchell Ore Nixon Cafe 
Club Cariton Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 


Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Oro 
Neil Buckley 
Flo Parker 
Kaitis & Ranesse 
Daisy, the Horse 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 
Tubby Rives 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Goodman 


Entertainers Club 

Danny Mason Ore 

Evergreen Gardens 

George Baarer Ore 

Jo Suceop 

Carol Crane 

4 De Bonaires 

Nancy Nacy 
Harlem Casino 

Sunset Royal Ore 

Detroit Red 

Ralph Brown 


Bob & Eula 
Marion Rohrkaste 
Bankoff & Cannon 
6 Cocktails 
Angelo Di Palma 
Johnny Duffy 
Nut House 


Ted Blake Ore 
Boogy-Woogy 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 

Jim Buchanan 
Joe Klein 

Dale Harkness 


Old Shay Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Dell Sis 

Ellen Vargo 

Betty Nylander 
Mildred Kennedy 
Bill Douglas 

Dean Sayre 

Dick Smith 


Orchard 


Jimmy Gambie Ore 
Jay Loring 


Madeline Jones Chuck Miller 

Carolyn Williams 

‘turner & Burneile Pines 

Myrrie Wilson Nelson Maples Ore 

Dewey Taylor Ray Catizone 
Hotel Henry Billy Rizzo 
(Silver Grill) Plaza Cafe 


M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 
Hotel Schenley 
Howdy Baum Ore 
Jean Boaz 
Aston 
Joe Bilotto 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Eddy Brandt Ore 
Rhythm Boys 
(Continentel Bar) 
Gilly Catizone 


Wacky Nolan 
Hotel Onondaga 
Tlerb Gordon Ore 
Bonnie Blue 
Royal Jesters (3) 
Hotel Syracuse 
| Les Brown Ore 


Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Dewey Moon 
Carol Gould 

B & B Johnson 
Barbarina 


Riviera 
Billy Smith Ore 
Sky-Vue 
Fran Eichler Ore 
Union Grill 


Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Willows 
Al Fremont Ore 


Avalon 

Stu Garling 
Deke Raymond 

Club Candee 
Hammond & R 
Gladys Martin 
Callagher-Nestico 
Frances Tea Room 


Wheaton Orc Luigi's 


Frank 


Ray Rux | Maxim & Odette 
‘reenwich Village i Margie Lane 
Greenwi Ruso Le Beau 
Anton Cotton Ore Mickey Mann 
June Devoe Danny Boone 
Anita Werner 
Helores Dean Prison Inn, 
Retty Lee | Pete Kite Ore 
Violet Shaffer | Maurl & Mauri 


IATSE Boost 


Continued from page 2. 


increase granted to you was given 
only in face of threats, nevertheless | 
granting of your increase justifies 
their demands. 

‘In the meantime various locals 
belonging to your organization in| 


other communities have _ signed, 
|agreements continuing their old 
wage scales, indicating that they | 
realize the impossibility of an in- 


crease at this time. Many individual 
members of your local unions have 


' admitted to me that they considered 


increase at this time unfair and im- 
practical. 

‘We feel that all evil consequences 
that at our last conference we point- 
ed out to you, would result from 
granting your demands, have come 
to pass.... We appeal to your sense 
of fairness and decency to your in- | 


terest in preserving the jobs in a go- | 
ing industry for the men you rep- 
resent to recede from your demands 
and to voluntarily relinquish in- | 
crease heretofore granted you, and 
by so doing to become constructive 


ness rather than the element that 
destroys it. We ask your early con- 
sideration and action.’ 


Frank Loesser and Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh doing a song for Eddie 
(Rochester); Anderson in ‘Buck | 
Benny Rides Again.’ 


| here, 
more talent but it does have more’ Bowl way. 


| is standing still. 
atone for and will take it out on the Oregon should wind up a couple of 


The Rice Owls have been a tough- 
luck outfit all year. The Rams have 
gotton the smell of victory and 
they'll continue to stay on the right 
side of the ledger by gaining an edge 
over Rice. 

Cornell—Columbia 

The Cornellians are at the top of 
the class, while Columbia’s just shuf- 
fling along. Unless it has a severe 


this one, 
Penn—Navy 
The sailors have shown no sus- 
tained attack and have proven vul- 


letdown, Cornell romps home with | 


ing the two. 
Baylor—Texas Christian 
The Southwest Conference battle, 
with neither team being too tough. 
TCU gets the nod because of the 
coaching of Dutch Meyer. 
Stanford—Santa Clara 
Stanford and its double-wing back 
are making no progress, while Santa 
Clara has come along in a hurry and 
is ripe to take the Indians. 
UCLA—California 
Cal. is in the doldrums while the 
UCLAS, paced by speed boys, have 


GAMES 


Cornell—Columbia 


Syracuse—Michigan State ..... 


UCLA—California ........ 
USC—Oregon State ...... 
Oregon—Washington State ..... 


Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 


(November 4) 


By DICK FISHELL 


Fordham—Rice ..................Fordham 
...Michigan State ..............EVen 


. Oregon 


WINNER ODDS 


11-5 
3-1 
12-5 


2- 
3- 


nerable to an enemy aerial 
With Frank Reagan tossing, 
will sink the Navy. 
Syracuse—Michigan State 
Two of the lower strata mingle | 


game. 


It's Michigan State. 
Temple—Pitt 

Temple’s on its way up while Pitt | 

Pitt has plenty to 


spark, 


hides of the Owls. 
Yale—Dartmouth 
Dartmouth couldn’t score against 
Navy and looked only fair a. 


| two weeks 


}and gets the vote. 


Harvard. The Yales have beate 
Columbia and Army and so it Caiees 
like the big Yale line will upset the 


| dope and keep Dartmouth from its 


door. 
Alabama—Kentucky 
This will be quite a dog fight. But 
‘Bama must be given the edge be- | 


| cause of its tighter defense. 


Georgia Tech—Duke 

Tech is one of the better teams in | 
Dixie, but it hasn’t enough to cope 
with Duke’s McAfee brothers. 


LCU—Tennessee 
Louisiana’s got Ken Kavanaugh. 
But that’s all. The Tennessee Vols 
are rated the best in the land. If} 
they can stymie the Louisiana pass- | 
ing game, there’ll be nothing to it. 
Michigan—Illinois 
Michigan, with its Tom Harmon, 
should further prove its right to the | 
Big Ten title. 
Harvard—Princeton 
Harvard’s a weak sister and is stil] | 
away from a decent 
ground game. Princeton, with a 


| well-balanced attack, should have no 


trouble. 
Minnesota—Northwestern 

Two of the disappointments in the 
midwest. Minnesota, with its sopho- | 
mores having a couple under their 
belts, should go to town. | 

Ohio State—Indiana 

The Ohio State Buckeyes discov- 
ered the facts of life against Cornell. 
They’ll slap down Indiana. 

Purdue—Iowa 

Towa has its Kinnick, but Purdue 
has Brown, Brock and Bylene. Pur- 
due has the better all-around game 


! been going along in high gear. UCLA 


Penn will break Robinson or Washington 


| loose for enough tallies to win. 


Michigan State doesn’t have but Southern Cal. 


USC—Oregon State 
Oregon State is nobody’s pushover, 
is headed Rose 
It’ll continue in that di- 
rection by bumping off State. 
Oregon—Washington State 

This is all Oregon because Wash- 

ington State has no teeth to bite, 


touchdowns in front. 


Great States Routes 
Borde’s ‘Heilsafire’ Unit 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 
For the first time in years, the 
Balaban & Katz Great States circuit, 
which has been playing occasional 
top ranking name acts in key cities 


| only, has opened its entire string of 


cities to a unit, Al Borde’s ‘Hells- 
afire’ production, with the Benny 
Meroff band and Rex Weber. 

Great States has set the unit in 
some 10 towns, several of which 
haven’t had a stage show in more 
than a year. 


‘Examine Cantor in Suit 
Over Goldwyn’s ‘Scandals’ 


Examination before trial of Eddie 
Cantor was set by stipulation in 
N. Y. federal court for Nov. 9. Can- 
tor will be examined in connection 
with the $1,000,000 plagiarism ac- 
tion of Mort Eisman, Clara Dellar 
and Robert Louis Shayon against 
Samuel Goldwyn, Inc.; Goldwyn; 
United Artists Corp., and Cantor. 
The film involved is ‘Roman Scan- 
dals’ and the alleged plagiarised 
script is ‘Oh, Shah.’ 

Cantor will be examined in N. Y, 


on the alleged negotiations between 
| himself and Goldwyn, and all facts 
/and events he has knowledge of in 
{the preparing of the script. 


Harry James and Jack Lawrence 
did a swing version of the Italian 
song, ‘Ciribiribin,’ to be published 


| by Paramount Music Corp. 


| 
| | | | 
) 
| = 


40 VARIETY 
AUDUBON, N. Y. 
‘Continued from page 37) 
personal contributions are his slap- 


happy cokey and dancing, the latter 
briet and effective. With Claire, but 
working solo in this show, is Nancy 
Healy. a fair buck dancer, 

Getting top billing, but not top re- 
sults. is Betty Hutton, who was ‘dis- 
covered’ by Vincent Lopez and built 
up as ‘America’s No. 1 Jitterbug.’ 
That was at the Casa Manana, Broad- 
way nitery, where liquor played a 
biz part in warming up audiences to 
an enthusiastic pitch. In a theatre 
it’s a different story. She’s just an 
unmusical shouter of jive melodies, 
with the rough-housing of a couple 
of the musicians looking so affected 
that its completely ineffective as a 
lauch-getter. A bouncing, bawling 


femme. dressed to look like an ex- | 


be- 


ageerated. wooly-headed doll, +4 


comes very wearing within a 
minute running time. 

This audience, or what there was 
of it, was comnosed chiefly of adults. 
They weren't hep to the reefer rou- | 
tine and. despite Claire’s milking, | 
didn't indicate much pleasure when | 
Miss Hutton wound up. Scho. | 


HIPP, BALTO | 


Baltimore, Oct. 29. | 


Woody Herman Orch (14), An- 
drew Sisters (3), Pearl Robins, | 
Mary Ann McCall, Fenwick and | 


Cook; ‘The Day the Bookies Wept' | 
(RKO). 

stage layout 


Ambitious is doing 
bullish biz. Heavy on the swing, | 
setup, nevertheless, sufficient 


versatility and general entertainment 
to appeal to average audience. 

In informal, easy manner, Herman | 
lends a hand neatly with his clarinet. , 
Aiter a fast opening in which bands- | 
men contribute individually to good 
response. mood and tempo change 
with ‘Blue Orchids,’ okay for con- 
trast and effect. | 

Pear! Robins, distinctive toe tap- 
ster. whacks out a brief session that’s | 
a solid hand-getter. Sets things right 
for band vocalist Mary Ann McCall, | 


who gives out with swingaroo ver- | 
sions of ‘South of the Border’ and | 
‘Biue Heaven,’ both enthusiastically | 
received, 

A Dixieland version of ‘Woodchop- | 
pers Ball’ by the band turns on some 
hectic jiving which holds with ‘Fan 
’Em’ a tricky arrangement that in- 
cludes a vocal by Herman. Brings | 
on Fenwick and Cook, knockabout | 


hand-balancers. Lads gather laughs 
with funny lifts and stuff on a 
unicycle, closing strongly with a/ 


burlesque on Tyrolean dance. 

Another brace of band numbers. 
*Blue Evening’ and ‘Old Man Mose.’ 
follows, the latter including some 
wild hide beating that’s made to or- 
der for the cats out front. Drummer 
rounds out an abundance of swing 
ordinarily hard to follow with an ad- 
ditional, similar effort. 

The Andrews Sisters, are spotted 
next. Three-way swing harmonists 
take possession from the teeoff and 
punch out arrangements of ‘Jumpin’ 
Jive,’ ‘Beguine,’ ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 
and ‘Well, All Right.’ Build to a 
begoff which had stub-holders at 
show caught yellowing for more. 

Burm. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Oct. 30. 
Ted Weems Orch, Perry Como, 
Red Ingle, Elmo Tanner, 
Downs, Marvel Maxwell, Lou Holtz, 
Frances Faye, Sam Kaplan’s House 
Orch; ‘Mutiny in the Big House’ 


Counting on name value of Weems 
and Holtz, house management has 
gone light on stage fare this week. 
Result is a sketchy layout that's re- 
flected at the b.o. 

Weems crew gives out with pleas- 
ing sweet and swing, opening with a 
blues number into which drummer 
Ormond Downs injects heavy tom 
tom beating that’s clicko. Next is 
Marvel Maxwell, band’s vocalist. who 
gets by with ‘Gaily Star,’ ‘Dipsy 
Doodle’ and ‘Big Boy Blue.’ 

Elmo Tanner, of the band, is next 


fo a Strong hand with some 
whistling. Red Ingle, also of the 


orch, provides some comedy with his 
hoke fiddling and impersonation of 
Ted Lewis. Both return in the finale 
for a band novelty, ‘The Martins and 
the Coys,’ a hillbilly bit in which a 
screen is let down and a film of some 
feudin’ mountaineers run off. In one 
corner, Ingle and Tanner are yellow- 
lighted, the former fiddling and the 
latter vocalizing in hillbilly fashion. 
They register big. Perry Como is 
the band’s tenor and he also goes 
over nicely. 

Holtz makes a mistake in spieling 
his off-color gags here since this is 


a family house. Comedian also sings 
a couple of parodies that should be 
cleaned up for this house. Otherwise 
‘he’s showmanly and a fine enter- 


tainer with his dialectics. 


Holtz introes Frances Faye, who 
claims authorship of ‘Well, All 
Right.’ Gal slams a mean piano and 


her screaming-shrieking 


‘Well, All Right.’ 
Weems handles the reins well and 
has on hand many fave tunes. First 


half of the show is devoted to the 
band and its specialists, Latter h 
to Holtz-Faye. 


alf 
Eck. 


} tunity 


Ormond | 


vocalizing 
goes over mostly with the jivers. 
She’s particularly in the groove with 


VARIETY HOU 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 27. 
Will Osborne Orch, Esther Ralston, 
Dick Rogers, James Copp 3d, Lunn 
| Burroughs, Bernice Stone, 


Carson; ‘Adventures of Sherlock 
| Holmes’ (20th). 

Will Osborne stacks up with the 
best of the bands to come here re- 


cently, but lack of name value local- 
lv is being felt at the boxoffice. Os- 
borne himself makes a pleasing m.c. 
and introduces the acts in an easy 
manner which appeals to the audi- 


ence. Band plays in slide style, ar- 


lrangements being centered on trom- | 


are 


| bone section. Other sections 
three 


'two pianos, drums, guitar, 
trumpets ind four saxes. 

Band takes over at start with 
‘swing tune, followed bv ‘Listen to 
Glissen,’ which gives Osborne oppor- 
to explain unit's style via 
lyrics, and follows with another 
swingaroo, Lynn Burroughs, band’s 
femme vocalist, is long on looks, but 
short on selling ability. She sings 
‘Beguine,’ with laurels going to orch 
for arrangement rather than to her 


vocal. Dick Carson, local boy who 
won nabe amateur’ contest, does 
takeoff on Professor Lamberti at 


xylophone, winning big mitt slaps. 
Bernice Stone is only hoofer in 
show. doing acro dance neatly. Fol- 
lowed by band swinging ‘Bolero.’ 
James Copp 3d (New Acts) has a 
new slant on comedy, reciting ultra 
smart verse to his own piano ac- 
companiment. Osborne confines his 
pop vocalizing to ‘South of Border’ 
and could do more of the tonsil work 
as far as audience is concerned. 
Dick Rogers has trouble getting 
off after his high tenoring of ‘Irish 
Eyes, followed by his well-known 
dialect version of ‘Dinah.’ He also 
works in some gags with Osborne. 
At show caught he did a pantomime 
of grade school, high school and col- 
lege boy asking girl for dance as a 


begoff. 


Esther Ralston adds name value on 
the marquee, but isn’t so heavy on 
entertainment. Opens with a song 


| called ‘Girl in the Goldfish Bowl,’ in 
| which she gives a picture of a day 


in the life of a Hollywood star. Fol- 
lows with a monolog. Has pleasing 
personality, but act is a little too 
heavy on drama for band show. 
Orch closes with imitation of other 
orchestras, finishing with an imovres- 
sion of the wav a (.zz band played 
20 years ago. House had tieuv with 
Butler University homecoming, with 
drum majors and yell leaders on 
siage at this catching. which ex- 
tended running time to 71 minutes. 
Biz fair at last show Friday (27). 
Kiley. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Ben Bernie Orch. (18), with Don- 
ald Saxon, Bailey Sisters, Col. Manny 
Prager: Sinclair Twins, Bud Hughes, 
Aimes 
(Mono). 

Hour of solid entertainment is on 
tap here this week, with Ben Ber- 
nie m.c.ing a show that has every 
necessary requirement. 
backed by the Bernie band, a young 
crew that has come along fast and 
shouldn't be underestimated as 
either a dance or show outfit. 
Bernie’s relaxed and comical method 
of introing the turns and directing 
the outfit gets to the customers and 
fills in every small lull. 

Getting the show away with a 
hard driven, brassy arrangement of 
‘Pagan Love Song,’ Bernie follows by 

pulling a glee club composed of 11 
men and the Bailey Sisters down 
front to back Donald Saxon on 
‘Stairway to the Stars.’ This is the 
one sour note in the proceedings, the 
arrangement for the backgrounding 
choir contrasting unevenly’ with 
Saxon’s vocaling. From there on, 
however, everything clicks. 


Saxon. the Bailey Sisters and Col. | 


Manny Prager are part of Bernie's 
group. Beside the opening ‘Stair- 
way. Saxon works later in a band 
medley, doing ‘Over the 
and ‘South of the Border.’ Each is 
well done, the singer displaying a 
voice of good power and fair range 


and flexibility. Bailey Sisters tee 
off on an arrangement of ‘Jumpin’ 
Jive’ that’s too close to the Andrews 
Sisters’ version, and follow later 
with a neat job on ‘Go Fly a Kite.’ 
Pair look good, being neatly cos- 


tumed. Prager. sax player in the 
crew, clicks with a medley of tunes, 
capped by a stew number and ‘Rag- 
time Cowboy Joe.’ 


Sinclair Twins, femme tapsters, are 


the first of the outside turns, work- 
ing just ahead of Prager. Their stuff 
bespeaks long hours of rehearsal to 
attain the unison perfection they 
achieve. 
though they were linked together, 
with their imaginative routines tak- 
ing ‘em further out of a simple tap- 
act category. They're becomingly 
costumed, too. 

Bud Hughes starts with a few 
magico tricks, knotted handkerchiefs, 
etc.. then brings on his two, trained 
pups. 
hands and go through varied other 
tricks. Each of the canines uses its 
tail to help its balance, thus drawing 
laughs. 


| point 
‘It's this that prevents the later part 
‘from becoming offensive. 
‘from the wings with two small fans, 


Dick | 


& Arno; ‘Undercover Doctor’ | 


It’s neatly | 


Rainbow’ 


They tap clearly and as'§ 


| Mussolini. 


Turn calls for them to bat each other 
all over the premises, with a strong 
being the femme’s mugging. 


She comes 


alternately shifting their positions 
as she spins in a takeoff on a fan 
dancer. 

Midway Bernie’ introduces” a 
youngster who he says approached 
him at the last day of his stand at 
the World’s Fair and conned him 
for a singing job here. She can 
only work nights as school prevents 
doing matinees. Kid gets over sol- 
idly and in nice voice on ‘Mr. Paga- 
nini’ and an encore, Works easy, 
too. 

Band finishes with a couple of hot 
numbers, one of which features the 
drummer. It’s a good finale. 

Biz good last show opening day 
(Thursday). 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 28. 

Dead End Kids, Sam (Schlepper- 
man) Hearn, Six Grays, Gene Shel- 
don, Sybil Bowan, Variety Gambols, 
‘Blackmail’ (WB). 

Four Dead End kids are not only 
knocking the Palace’s settings galley- 
west but also approaching the 
house’s matinee attendance records. 
Although top act is mainly a moppet 
draw, entiré bill has enough well- 
balanced, punchy variety to satisfy 
majority of clientele. 

Dirty-faced angels, in stage bow 
here, sock the moment they come 
tearing out in an underworld trav- 
esty. Best received is their tough- 
guy argot and roughhouse clowning 
against a backfence drop, followed 
by their reformation in the army to 
escape a pinch. 

Their ten-twent-thirt burlesque is 
undiluted corn-beit stuff that could 
be better, but it's hoked up to the 
gallery limit for okay laughs by 
Huntz Hall, Bernard Punsley, Gabe 
Dell and Leo Gorcey. Latter’s inso- 
lent humor and slapstick is effective 
enough to demoralize half of young- 
sters in audience. Sam (Schlepper- 
man) Hearn tightens up wild action 
with good travesty on a recruiting 
sergeant. 

Breezy pace is held up by Six 
Grays in some lively precision abro- 
batic tapping. Gene Sheldon’s an 
excellent warmer-uvper with elo- 
quent mugging a la Harpo Marx, 
collecting steady pantomime laughs, 
even On his banjo bit. 

It's Svbil Bowan’s initial appear- 
ance here in several vears and she 
is also surefire. Mimic works her- 


self into a lather with breathless im- | 
from as 


pDersonations of everybody, 
Swedish opera star to a_ ripping 
takeoff on Aimee Semple McPher- 
son. Variety Gambols. team of four 
boys and trio of girls. add some 
snapvny tumbling to the closer. 

Biz terrific. Pullen. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
Football and Europe's 
take this week's spotlight. 


war again 
The few 


| additional clips outside of these two 
| fields are minor and possess lesser 
newsreels from. 
to the boxoffce | 


interest. Just what 
the war zone mean 
is attested to by standees up until 
the 10 o'clock show Thursday (26) 
night. Its the big topic and all five 
reel companies have recognized this 
by filling their releases with maxi- 
mum of war material. 

There's little action material avail- 
able from the battlefront. but the 
,newsreelers have successfully lensed 
what there was. All five reelers 
contribute about equally. 

There’s the British plane base 
camouflaged behind the western 
| front lines, troop transports, French 
battle wagons in practice drills, shots 
of the Siegfried line, staged episode 
/of French police dogs helping at the 
front, hurried manufacture of shells 
in England, marching 
‘somewhere in France,’ damage done 
to Netherlands’ gunboat after en- 
countering a mine. Franco at a festi- 
val in Spain, Belgians launching a 
new battleship, troops readying de- 
fenses in the Alps. 

Movietone has shots taken by an 
amateur cameraman (aboard the 
S.S. Harding) of the actual sinking 
of a French oil tanker by a U-boat. 
Same reel has dramatic pictures of 
high seas encountered by the boat 
and heavy toll of injured caused by 
the storm. Paramount headlines 
with scenes of the British destroyer 
blockade in operation in the North 
Sea, following views of the fleet 
dropping depth bombs for suspected 
,German submarines. British Par 
newsreel crews are seen going off to 
the front and then stressing the lack 


of activity thus far on the battle | 


lines. Photographers include views 
of a stage presentation offered the 
soldiers, 

, Movietone ‘flashes from the front’ 
‘include pictures of the Duke of 
, Windsor serving as liaison officer and 
|French President Albert Lebrun. 
,Universal dusts off the pictures of 
|City of Flint, done when it rescued 
|Athenia survvors, to mention the re- 


Dogs do stands on Hughes’ /cent detention of the ship and crew. 
‘in Russia after being captured by 


Nazis. U also handles young fascist 
troops being promoted in presence of 
Grover Whalen also is 


Ames and Arno waste no time get- | reeled. as he visited Italy and that 
ting into their knockabout stuff and country’s projected 1940 World’s Fair. 


jclick solidly from. start to finish. 


Earl Browder’s arrest is nicely 


SE REVIEWS 


British troops | 


Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


New 


Aels 


DICK POWELL 
Songs 

19 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Although this is his first stage ap- 
pearance in several seasons, Dick 
! Powell hasn’t Jet his knack of han- 
dling a live audience get rusty dur- 
ing his stay in Hollywood, He has 
a forthright and warm personality, 
he works hard, can sell a number 
and injects a touch of comedy here 
and there. It’s a sock act for vaud- 
tilmers, far above usual for picture 
personals, 

Powell 


hasn't changed his turn 
| much since his last time on Broad- 
way, or for that matter since his 
start as an m.c. in Pittsburgh pres- 
entation houses. He still runs out, 
jumps right into his song and keeps 
the pace lively while he’s onstage. 
He now does a punchy recitative 
number about acting as an unrec- 
ognized guide to a Hollywood visitor, 
then plays briefly on the sax and 
trumpet. 

While Powell may have suffered 
by the cadet and midshipmen parts 
Warners handed him so persistently, 
the medley he sings in his present 
act demonstrates that he at least was 
blessed with an extraordinary num- 
ber of hit songs in his film musicals. 
On the theory that a performer is 
at the mercy of his material, Powell 
would seem to have been helped 
plenty bv his composers in his pa- 
rade of Warner tuners. Hobe. 


COL. WILBUR 
Marksman 
7 Mins.; Two 
Tower, Kansas City 
Billed as above, Wilbur Slinker has 
been sharpshooting at fairs and parks 
in this area, and lately developed a 
‘strip tease by gunfire,’ wherein he 
clips the gown from a live model 
with gunfire. He has offered as much 
as 30 minutes, but for his theatre 
debut at the Tower a good deal of 
close-firing is crowded into seven 
minutes. 


JAMES COPP Itt 
Comedy-Piano 
10 Mins.; One 
Lyric, Indpls. 


| James Copp III is a_ collegiate 
Dwight Fiske, mixed with lyvies a la 
Ogden Nash. A former student at 
the University of California, he was 
playing night clubs when picked up 
by Will Osborne and signed to ap- 
pear with his orch. Copp sings hig 
own lyrics to fancy self-piano accom- 
paniment. 

He is tall and gangling and wears 
an out-of-press suit, which, added to 
a frontal hair cut and a pale com- 
plexion, sets him in the comedy 
groove before he gives out. At show 
caught he did three numbers, the 
first a burlesque based on _ tooth- 
paste ads, a modern version of ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood,’ and a very clever 
poem inspired by a women’s bridge 
game. 

His material is new and clean, 
which okays him for family fare, and 
his piano interludes are plenty skill- 
ful. Kiley 


LANE BROS. (?) 
Acrobatic Dancing 
9 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

Male pair have worked in vari- 
ous turns for years, but teamed only 
about a year ago, since when they've 
toured with a unit under the name 
ot Lane and Lane. Boys pack an 
amazing amout of skill and excite- 
ment into their act, and it’s a sure 
click in any vaude or nitery spot. 
A less high-powered team would 
spread so much entertainment over 
about twice the running time, but 
the Lane Bros. work deftly and fast 
to keep the interest at maximum. 

Opening with a fast tap, 
quickly inject a flock of acrobatic 
stuff with plenty of comedy, then 
shed their coats in a novel stunt and 
*o into the meat of the turn, which 
is an assortment of seemingly im- 


| Opens by shattering some target 
| wafers, clipping the string from a 
; swinging weight, splitting a bullet on 

a knife blade and firing through the 
| hole in a phonograph record. Then 
| brings on his partner, Juanita Kirby, 
| to clip chalk sticks and_ lollipops 


from her mouth and presents a final | ; 
Shew Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 


| flash by sniping shoulder clips which 
|release her gown, 
| the stage here, it’s 


ithe dress from a -beautiful girl 


Slinker is one-armed, 
rifle and pistoi with 
Besides he is a partial cripple, which 


more emphasizing his sharpshooting 
skill. It’s a good novelty, though in 
need of stage polish. Quin. 


| CONNIE HAINES 

Songs 

9 Mins. 

Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 

This diminutive songstress, who 
leans to the jitterbug side, formerly | 
warbled with Harry James’ ork. 
Here she works with the house band | 
| (Bobby Day, when caught). She's a} 

‘teen-age brunet with pleasing face 


and figure, which is well displayed | 


in demure gowns. 
Opener is ‘Especially for 
with personality delivery in a mid- 


range voice of nice quality. This is 
followed by ‘Little Brown Jug’ 
(modern swing version), which in- 
cludes a_ bit of passe’ pecking. 
Winder-upper is ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ in 
sock swing tempo. 

Miss Haines works with ease and 
assurance. She’s a bet for a name 


band, with judicious choice of ditties 
to fit her vocal abilities. Gilb. 


treated by Par, which also covers 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Mrs. Herbert 
Hoover at a Girl Scout rally. Re- 
maining straight news mighty 
humdrum. 

The gridiron clashes come through 
to round out the bill. There are 
enough startling runs and plays in 
Movietone’s coverage of the Ten- 
nessee-Alabama clash won by for- 
mer, 21-0 to justify the wish that} 
more had been left in the reel. Deft 
cameraing of the longest dash in the 
game, Butler's 56-yard race for a 
touchdown, is followed by other neat 
action stuff. News of Day’s closeups 
make N. Y. U.'’s upset of Carnegie 
Tech vivid, with the photographer | 
right on top of many crucial plays. 

Par goes to town, with its weekly | 
|treatment of professional football, | 
covering the Chi Bears-N. Y. Giants 
clash at the Polo Ground on Oct 22, 
when nearly 60,000 saw the Giants 
win, 16-13. Besides dressing room 
scenes, shots of excited players and 
coaches on the bench, the lens- | 
grinders caught the payoff plays of 
the contest—the early 43-yard field 
|goal by the Giants’ Ward Cuff, first 
;of three he booted in the game; 
,the visitors’ only touchdown and 
the subsequent field goals. The | 
'touchdown plays of the Giants are 
| given excellent reelings. Same _ is 
true of the two sensational passes by 
'Luckman, one of which went for a 


is 


| 


touchdown, the other leading quickly | 
,to the second six points by the | 
! Bears. Alert cameraman even 


For purposes of | 
called shooting | 
in | 
contrast to the strip tease angle of | 
fairs. 
handling | 
his left hand. | 


limits his stage mobility, perhaps the | 


You,’ | 


| she does two standard terp routines, 


possible rope-skipping tricks singly 
and in unison. -Close with a smash. 
Hobe. 


MICKEY and MARION FORD 
Dances 
12 Mins. 


Fast tapping in unison is the basis 
of this duo’s appeal. Both members 
are youthful neat workers and their 
routines are tapped out with steadi- 
ness and precision. 

Gal. wears evening dresses becom- 
ingly and dances are set to unusual 
numbers, such as Rubenstein’s ‘Mel- 
ody in F.’ Terping itself follows 
standard patterns, but pleases on 
execution and showmanship. 

Boy doubles here as emcee, han- 
dling gags fairly well, but verbosity 
retards the otherwise fast tempo of 
the act, which is well received. 


Gilb. 
VERA VERNE 
Dancer 
5 Mins. 
Hotel Biltmore, N. Y. 
Vera Verne is one of the dance 


specialists in the new George Abbott 
musical, ‘Too Many Girls’—although 
you try and find her in it—but she’s 
certainly no nondescript on a cafe 
floor. A charming blonde looker, 


but gets above-par attention on her 
flash and front. One is an acrobatic 
routine and the other a_ precision 
number, also in the gymnastic idiom 


| to ‘Tea for Two.’ 


Miss Verne is attractively gowned. 
She can hold down a cafe floor 
groove to advantage, and the classier 
the environment the better. Abel. 


grabbed that tussle when a Giant 
end caught the second payvolY Luck- 
man pass and then had the _ ball 
stolen from him by a Bear Lew 
Lehr is at his funniest in describing 
an all-girl football game in Colorado. 

‘To the Windward’ (U>) and ‘Birth- 
places of Icebergs’ (20th) also are on 
the program. 

March of Time 

How the war threatens to add new 
problems to the already over-bur- 
dened U. S. farmer is brought up to 
date in this latest March of Time 
issue, titled ‘Uncle Sam, the Farmer.’ 
This ordinarily prosaic topic has 


| been handled with keen insight. 


Department of Agriculture is shown 
exerting every effort to bring relief 
to the farmer and at the same time 
preserve and improve. billions of 


acres. Short depicts the operation of 
| the ever-normal granary plan de- 
isign to protect the farmer from 


ruinously low prices. This setup has 
helped boost the national farm in- 
come by stabilizing supply of pro- 
duce. 

Developments after the World 
War, when there was. excessive 
planting in an attempt to cash in on 
higher foodstuff prices, are vividly 
illustrated as well, as the aftermath 
of dust storms and floods. Reel poses 
the question: will the same experi- 
ence result from the present Euro- 


pean conflict? It depicts scenes 

which lead one to think the trend 

already is towards a_ repetition. 
Wenr. 


| 
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Various Factors Block ‘One 
Union’ Theory, Especially Equity; 
Interchangeability Also Unsolved 


Ever since Equity started cutting 
itself up, resulting in the formation 


of the Screen Actors Guild for pic- 
ture player organization and the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists for radio, such procedure has 
been questioned. It is the formation 
of those two unions in particular 
that has stymied the plan for ‘one 
big union,’ in addition to which 
Equity is against such a merger for 
varied reasons, 

Recently reported that the active 
affiliates of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, except 
Equity, would move into Broadway 
offices, with a central switchboard 
and other services combined, but 
that idea has been shelved. Decided 
that the economies in operation 
which might result would not bal- 
ance the possible diminution or loss 
of each union's identity. Only one 
to change quarters is the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, which Mon- 
day (30) moved into the same build- 
ing on 45th street as quartering 
AFRA. 

Four A’s officials have been striv- 
jng to solve the riddle of the inter- 
changeability of membership cards 
without success. Matters pertaining 
to the jurisdictions, several of which 
are interlocking, have been mulled 
over, but not solved either. Those 
who have studied and discussed the 
manifold angles admit they are un- 
able to work out the puzzle. 


Specialist Wanted 


An expert or specialist at reor- 
ganization who could clarify the sit- 
uation would be welcomed. Conced- 
ing that they cannot work out the 
problems themselves, the Four A’s 
leaders are now trying to find the 
’ answer from outside sources, but are 
skeptical that the solution will 
eventuate even if such a specialist 
is obtained. Situation is not new in 
union labor ranks, there being a 
mix-up between the branches of the 
building trades that has been going 
on for many years, with no solution 
in sight. 

One considered to 


move was 


change incorporated Four A’s affil- | 


jates into voluntary associations, such 
as Equity, 
over such a procedure the possibility 
of risking the progress 
unions was recognized. SAG, one of 
the incorporated unions, has a con- 
tract with Hollywood studios for 10 


years and the agreement might be! 
voided if its operating plan were up- | 
Another is AFRA and it is fig- | 
ured that, if merged, all the contracts | 


set. 


it obtained as it rapidly developed 
might be scrapped. That part of the 
plan was expected to solve the legal 
barrier, which does not permit an 
incorporated body to be fused with 
a voluntary organization. 

While those working on the ‘one- 
union’ idea haven't gotten to first 
base because of what may be re- 
garded as theoretical problems, what 
to do with the treasuries of those 
affiliations which have surpluses has 
not even been touched on. Equity 
has the biggest reserve in the Four 
A’s, Chorus Equity and SAG are okay 
financially too, but the newer unions, 
AFRA and AGVA are in hock to the 
three which have assets. The money 


owed is that advanced for the oll 


poses of organization. 

The ‘one big union’ may be formed 
eventually, but for the present it 
looks cold. It is certain that Equity 
will not sacrifice its headquarters 
property unless some development 
makes it advantageous. In the mean- 
time, the various memberships will 
be forced to follow the rules until 
interchangeability of cards is finally 
worked out. 


25G Suit vs. Kirkiand 
On Floradora Sextette 


Suit of April Productions, Inc., 
against Jack Kirkland for $25,000 was 
revealed Friday (27) in the N. Y. 
Supreme court by an application to 
€xamine Kirkland before trial. 

Suit claims the unauthorized use 
of the Floradora Sextette from 
‘Floradora’ in ‘I Must Love Someone,’ 
which Kirkland produced on Broad- 
way last winter. Kirkland has en- 


tered a general denial, but admits 
the use of the plaintiff’s material. 


but during discussions | 


of those! 


Guild Scouts Plays 


Theresa Helburn and Lawrence 
Langner. directors of the Theatre 
Guild, and Warren P. Munsell, gen- 
eral manager, go to Toronto this 
weekend to see the two Shaw plays, 
‘Geneva’ and ‘Charles the First,’ be- 
ing presented by the Colbourne- 
Jones company. Figure on stopping 
| off in Boston next Monday or Tues- 
|day (6-7) to see Paul Osborne's 
;‘Mornings at Seven,’ which Dwight 
Wiman is producing. The Guild may 
|sponsor it as a New York subscrip- 
| tion offering. 
| Although the Guild hasn’t pro- 
duced Shaw’s last few works, the 
organization previously did all his 
| Plays in the U. S. and still has first 
'refusal of his writings. Colbourne- 
,Jones are presenting ‘Geneva’ and 
‘Charles’ in Canada as Government- 
| sponsored propaganda, but if the di- 
rectors consider them suitable for 
the U. S., the Guild would do them 
here. 


Traffic Jam On 


Musical Shows 
May Ease Up 


Switches in Broadway bookings 
| may solve the problem of tenanting 
the musicals now in sight. Princi- 
|pal jam appears to be over ‘Du- 
| barry Was a Lady,’ for which the 
| Shuberts gave a contract to B. G. 
| De Sylva. Neither of the two the- 
|atres mentioned (Shubert and Im- 
| perial) appears to be a possibility, 
although the De Sylva musical is not 
slated in until early next month. 
‘Nice Goin,’’ the Laurence 
Schwab musical, is booked into the 


46th Street, where the manager, 
|mostly with Frank Mandel, scored 


his top successes. While the show- 
man is known to be partial to that 
'theatre. it was reported he may 
place ‘Goin’’ into the Belasco, which 
ithe Shuberts are booking. If the 
'show plays there it will have a $4.40 
|top. Belasco had one musical suc- 
cess, ‘Hit the Deck.’ 

Deal by the Shuberts to book the 
44th Street is cold. Boris Said, who 


operates that house and the St. 
| James, asked for a guarantee, but 
no dice. Latter house is also de- 


signed for musicals, but relights this 


week with a straight play, ‘Sum- 
mer Night. Said has booked Mau- 
rice Evans with the full length 
‘Hamlet’ into the 44th Street. Re- 
peat daie is for five weeks start- 
ing Dec. 5. 


| Warners’ Hollywood reverts to le- 
git next week when ‘Scandals’ moves 
in from the Alvin. One of the 
Shubert deals may bring back the 
Broadway to stage shows. 


Abbott Mulls Road 
Co. of Click ‘Girls’ 


Following the strong press and 
excellent business drawn by ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ Imperial, N. Y., the 
George Abbott office is considering 
sending another company of the 


Not A Bad Chisel 


An Associated Press editor 
approached the boxoffice of the 
Ambassador, N. Y., last week 
and asked for passes, explaining 
press agent Joe Flynn was to 
have left them for him. Treas- 
urer called through the doorway 
to Eddie Scanlon, house man- 
ager: ‘There’s an A.P. man who 
says Flynn was to leave him 
passes.’ 

‘What’s that guy Flynn doing 
now,’ Scanlon cracked, ‘grafting 
groceries?’ 


Stooges Quit ‘Scandals’; 
Show’s Scale Dropping 


Three Siooges are out of George 
White’s ‘Scandals,’ 
from the Alvin, N.Y., to Warners 
Hollywood theatre next Monday (6), 
When the comics signed up with the 
show it was stipulated that they 
have the privilege to withdraw at 
the end of October because of a 
Coast studio commitment. They left 
the show Saturday night (28). 
Stooges’ bits in the sketches have 
been reassigned, mostly to Willie and 
Eugene Howard and Ben Blue. 

The Stooges (Howard. Fine and 
Howard) may return to the cast ina 
month or so, after doing several 
shorts for Columbia. 

Upon removal, the scale for ‘Scan- 
dals’ will be dropped to $3.30 top. 
White claims that because of the 
added capacity of the Hollywood the 
show can gross more than at the 
Alvin, where the top is $4.40. In 
the new spot the original Hollywood 
name will be retained and the direct 
Broadway entrance used. Last sea- 
son the Warners installed another 
entrance around the corner and 
called the house the 5lst Street for 
legit usage. Plan to use the long 
Broadway lobby for a store has 
been dropped. 

Engagement of ‘Scandals at the 
Alvin has been turbulent, with a 


ported, particularly between girl 
members of the outfit. At least one 
of the latter encounters got into the 
dailies and the producer held up his 
end by getting into a socking match 
at the Stork club. 

‘Very Warm for May’ is slated for 
the Alvin Nov. 15. Hassard Short 
was called in last week for some re- 
staging during the Washington date. 
New Max Gordon musical is sup- 
posed to have a cast of 28, but no 
chorus line. 


reported to have planed in from the 
Coast to re-direct that department, 


New Ballet 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Adolph Bolm is en route east to 
organize a new ballet with Michel 
Fokine and Mikhail Mordkin. 
Outfit opens in New York early 


To $3 In House Switch. 


which moves} 


number of backstage skirmishes re- | 


However, dances were | 
staged by Albertina Rasch, who is | 


54 Days to Xmas 


| York Theatres last Friday 


Uncertainty of Ticket Code Brings 7 
On Gypping; La Guardia Ribs Mers. 
And Brokers on ‘Lousy Shows 


A delegation from Equity called on 
the managers at the League of New 
(27) to 


‘Philadelphia Story,’ Philip Bar- | hear what the showmen proposed 


Day, re- 
Action 


and through Christmas 
lighting Tuesday, Dec. 26. 


Theatre Guild, 
quests from the cast. 
played continuously since last Feb- 


in response to re- 


ances. Players want a short va- 


the performance’s edge. 


parents’ home in Hartford, 


Show has Of ticket control. 


ry’s comedy at the Shubert, N. Y., ‘doing about tightening up the en- 
will lay off the week of Dec. 18 |forcement rules of the ticket code, 
| Whether the actors’ group was favore- 


ably impressed was not indicated, 


has been virtually decided by the nor whether Equity will go along 


with the League for another season 
Code was extend- 
ed from September to Nov. 1 ‘(Tues- 


ruary without any missed perform- | day) and another brief extension was 
;anticipated in order that the pro- 
‘cation and the management figures Posed new rules could be made ac- 
a brief layoff will tend to retain ceptable to both sides, 


The uncertainty of the code’s con- 


Katharine Hepburn, the featured | tinuance is reported to have resulted 
lead, will spend the vacation at her |!" plenty of gypping by the brokers, 
Conn. | The 
Shirley Booth will fly to Hollywood | be mostly at fault. 


smaller agencies are said to 
Charging more 


to visit her husband, Ed Gardner, than the code maximum of 75c¢ pre- 


| radio director. 
pany have various plans. 


Shuberts Extend 
Musical Plans: 
Casting ‘Grass 


Shubert production schedule is ‘Keep 
Off the Grass,’ which is being as- 
sembled by Harry Kaufman. 
Silvers has been engaged to deliver 
the skits and is slated for the cast. 
| Jimmy Durante is a possibility as 
the top player. ‘Peanuts’ Bohn, of 
ithe stock burlesque at the Gaiety, 


Others in the com- |™ium is made the more easy at this 


| time because of the new hits in town, 
Heavy attendance thus far has cre- 
ated so great a demand for tickets 
that excess prices are easily obtains 
able by those brokers who are not 
following the rules, or who have dug 
out tickets and are outside the code, 
Tuesday a number of brokers were 
called to the League’s offices and 
asked about certain evasions of the 
rules. The infractions charged are 
said to be of a minor nature. Two 
managers are also said to have been 
asked about alleged violations. 
Equity asked the managers to make 
provision for stiff penalties for viola- 


One of the new musicals on the tions either by the agencies or the 
| themselves. 


Actors end 
said it looked like the League had 


Sid | merely gone through the motions of 


enforcement, since no penalties were 
inflicted, although violations were not 
fully proven. Survey report had 
recommended continuance of the 
code for another year, but Equity 


|'N. Y¥., is also among those engaged | Officials were not particlularly favor- 
lfor ‘Grass,’ which is due to have a| able to the idea unless proper en- 


score from Jimmy McHugh. 
Jack Curtis, who has recently be- 


Another Shubert musical to come is 
based on ‘Tonight or Never’, score 
by Harold Adamson and Vernon 
Duke. Slated for next spring is 
‘Land of Smiles,’ mentioned for pro- 
duction for some time. It is ex- 
pected to star Jan Kiepura after the 
‘closing of the Metropolitan opera, 
with whom he is under contract. 

J. J. Shubert is also giving atten- 
tion to musicals, probably as the 
lresult of Lee’s success with Kauf- 


forcement could be had. 
Managers’ suggestions were made 


come active again as an agent, set | up of 17 proposals, aimed for such 
a number of people for the revue. | 


an objective, and there were five 


|minor changes in the code set forth. 


| man with ‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Streets 
‘of Paris.” He is readying ‘Three for 
Three. which was called ‘The Gib- 
| son Girls,’ and announces a tune ver- 
'sion of ‘Cyrano De Bergerac,’ long 
‘on the Shubert list. 


January and then goes on tour. 


Michael Todd is again having a set- | 


lto with Equity over certain require- | 


|lments attendant to the road showing 


| Music, World’s Fair. 


musical to the road before the sea- | 
son is far advanced. Stated that it is | 


just an idea at present. Show has 
no names, which makes its indicated 
the more unusual, and no 
player strength would be 


| success 
| unusual 
required for a road show. 


| 
| Fabrication of a major musical for | 
cause Todd, in 


itouring has not been attempted for 
'a number of years. Matter of 
| financing a road ‘Girls’ would not be 
'a problem if the Warners are back- 
ing the original, as reported. 


Mildred Fenton Back 


Mildred Fenton returned to the 
cast of ‘Leave It to Me’ Monday 
(30) night, at the opening in Wash- 
ington of the third 
show’s current road tour. 
placed Evelyn Wyckoff. 


She re- 


| 
| York succeeded Mary Martin. 


of ‘Hot Mikado,’ which closed a suc- 
cessful engagement at the Hall of | 
Boston is the 
first stand out, but Todd objected to 
posting a bond guaranteeing salarie 
or coin for return transportation. He 
declared the company had been paid 
for ‘40 weeks,’ and there is no reason 
to believe that there would be any 
salary default. 

Indicated that Equity would insist 
on having fares from Chicago for the 
entire company on hand, that point 
being the farthest from New York 
booked so far. Indicated, however, 
that the salary bond or cash equiva- 
lent would not be insisted on, be- | 
association with Marty 
Forkins and Bill Robinson, had fur- 
nished a letter of guarantee. Both, 
'the latter have an interest in ‘Mika- 
|do,’ Robinson being starred. 
| It was necessary for the colored 
|dancer to take over early in ‘Mika-| 
,do’s’ engagement at the Broadhurst, 
as his percentage of the takings were 
‘not forthcoming, and the same goes | 
Forkins, his manager. 


‘personally held responsible in the | 
case of default. 
| 


ica, set-up, he would be unable to 


odd vs. Equity in Return Bout, This 
Time Over Bonding for Road Tour 


celebrants 


|extra pay for Sundays. 


' agitation 


Equity | over royalties. 
week of the pointed out that Robinson could be|ducer, Karson’s peeve dates back > 


appear on the stage, films, radio or | 
night clubs were he to be involved | 
in a salary default. 


An Old Battle 

Todd has been in Equity’s hair or 
its chorus affiliate ever since the | 
colored cast Gilbert and Sullivan 
swing show started. He appeared 
before the council on various occa- | 
sions, seeking concessions, some of 
/which were granted. Shortly after | 
| ‘Mikado’ moved to the Fair, he com- |! 
‘plained that the show could not op- | 


erate out of the red unless there wa: 
a revision of chorus pay. After 
threatening to shut down ‘any Satur- 


| day,’ there was a partial reduction 


granted. Then followed a row about 


For the past six weeks or so no 
over ‘Mikado’ reached 
Equity, and it was reported that the 
engagement was a clean-up. Consid- 


|!erably more than the claimed $70.000 


investment was earned back. Under- | 


_stood that $15,000 was recently ex- | 


panded on new costuming for the 
road, 

Todd is also currently involved in 
a dispute with Nat Karson, designer, 
According to the pro- | 


prior to the shows’ opening at the 


Because of the Asso- | Broadhurst, N. Y., when Todd claims | 
Mics Fenton last season in New ciated Actors and Artistes of Ameri- | Karson demanded billing over Has- 


sard Short, director. 


some friends. 


| Waring is 
| the 


| Delegation said it would present the 


‘Continued on page 42) 


Lambs Deny Slighting 


Waring; Mest Popular 
Officer in Several Yrs. 


Report that Fred Waring, new 
Shepherd of the Lambs, did not get 
a standing reception upon his in- 
duction recently is indignantly de- 
nied by clubmen who were present. 
Bandsman's first appearance in the 
club following his election was dur- 
ing an affair restricted to members 
He arrived after 
a broadcast and was accorded an 
ovation, all hands rising from their 
chairs, 

Later, when Waring was called on 
for a speech, he went to the micro- 
phone, but on that occasion the 
did not arise. That ap- 
parently led to latecomers taking 
the wrong assumption. Stated by 
those of standing in the Lambs that 
the most popular officer 
club has had for a number of 


years. 


‘Woman Brown’ Outside 


Dramatists’ Acreement 


‘The Woman Brown,’ which is 
lated for Broadway production in 
mid-December, is the first major 


| presentation in more than a year to 


be presented outside the terms of 
the Dramatist Guild minimum basie 
agreement. Play was written by 


| Dorothy Cumming McNab, a none 


member of tne Guild, and is to be 
presented by Margaret Hewes and 
Bernard Klawans, non-signers of the 
minimum basic agreement. 

Warners, which purchased the 
screen righis, has likewise not 
signed the MBA. Show is being done 
on Broadway with the film come- 
pany’s backing. 

Studio bought the play upon the 
urging of Bette Davis, who saw it 
during a tryout at Provincetown, 
Mass., last summer, Understood she 
wanted it for a possible stage and 
picture vehicle, but she appearing in . 
only the film version. 


| | 
| | | 
| 
= 
| 
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Tobacco Road Passing ‘Abies 


6-Yr. 


Bway Run, Rubbing It Into Critics 


On November 18 a new run record 
will ba established, ‘Tobacco Road,’, 
six-year mark estab- 
lished by Anne Nichols’ ‘Abie’s Irish | 


of 
in 1925, will be brought up to date! oy 5osite Betty Grable. 


passing the 


Rose,” Broadway engagement 
which 
proachable in 
‘Road’ a drama, there are similar- 
ities in connection with the lengthy 
stays of both, one being that the 
critics didn’t think either had much 
chance to stay. ‘Abie’ run was 2,532 
performances. 

Cut rates kept both shows going 
at times when business sagged. 
*Abie’ was in the bargain mart three 
times and Miss Nichols, who freely 
acknowledged the aid from _ that 
source, saw to it that the Leblang 
outfit got at least 100 tickets nightly 
after the show had climbed back to 
capacity. ‘Abie’ opened at the Ful- 


ton, N. Y., then moved to the Re-| 


public (now burlesque), where most 
of the run was accomplished. ‘Road’ 
started at the then Masque (now 
Golden), moved to the 48th Street 
(Windsor) and to its present quar- 
ters at the Forrest. 

‘Road’ might have stopped after 
three weeks, had not the Leblang 
interests agreed to handle the at- 
traction and, having the 48th Street 
on their hands, decided to gamble 
with the Jack Kirkland show. House 
waz in on the profits during the ex- 
tended stay there, then made the 
mistake of guessing that it was wind- 
ing up and let the show go. ‘Abie’ 
was editorially praised many times, 
but that was after the comedy was 
a walloping hit. ‘Road’ drew the at- 
tention of the Daily News and its 
several editorials doubtlessly were 


an important factor, for attendance | 


steadily rose. Recently the same tad | sired, but the basic pact would be 


{continued and no changes in actors’ 
| contracts would be made by the asso- 
‘Abie’ was played all over the} ciation. 

in the! 
world, but ‘Road’ is strictly for this | 
While ‘Road’ has had two road | managers 


went to bat for the drama again. 
‘Abie’s’ Six Companies 

country and in every land 
side, 
shows operating for the past several 
seasons, ‘Abie’ had as many as six 
troupes in the sticks. The Nichols 
play encountered many difficulties, 
particularly in bookings, and her 
office boldly passed up the booking 
agencies and obtained time itself. 
Dark theatres were dusted off and 
when ‘Abie’ arrived the local run 
records went by the board in any 
number of stands. 

‘Road’ has made most of its profit 
on the road, which is the primary 


reason for it staying on Broadway. | 


In point of coin ‘Abie’ far surpassed 
‘Road,’ which is scaled at $1.65 top 
In New York. Nichols comedy was 
a $3.30 attraction and $4.40 was the 
top. on Saturday nights. 


touched by the new run maker. 


There were probably some losing | 
weeks during the ‘Abie’ stay, but it | 
has had at)?! 


is known that ‘Road’ 


least 40 weeks in the red to date. | 


Its average pace is $4,000 weckly 
which means a profit. 


been as low as $2,200,a low never ex- 
no 
comparison in operating expense, for | 
‘Road’ is a one-setter with a limited | 


There is 


perienced by ‘Abie.’ 


cast. 


‘Abie’ plaved on percentage dur- | 


because of a_ rental 
which brings operating costs down. 


Although the reviewers regarded 
*Road’ as too lurid, they raved over 
the performance of Henry Hull in 
the part of a white trash farmer in 
the 
show for Hollywood and it was then 
actor- 
proof part, the New York lead hav- | 
ing been changed a number of times. | 
James Barton, who was out for a 
time and is now back in ‘Road,’ has 
played the lead longest, others being 
On the 
road, Barton’s uncle, John, has the 
Slim 


Georgia’s backwoods. He left 


demonstrated that it is an 


James Bell and Eddie Garr. 


part in one troupe, Charles 
Timbin in the other. 


Bill Robinson’s Musical 


By Anderson-Kurt Weill 
Kurt Weill, whose incidental mu- 
Will | 
Co. 


sic will be used in ‘Madame, 
You Walk?’, the Playwrights’ 


production of the late Sidney How- 
ard’s play, is also working on the 
score for a musical with Maxwell 
Anderson, to star Bill Robinson. 

Pair hope to have it produced next 
spring, but that depends on Robin- 
son’s tour in ‘Hot Mikado,’ 


was believed to be unap- 
point of longevity. 
While ‘Abie’ was a laugh show and 


Future Plays 


dy drama produced at the Empire 


iby John C. Crosby, N. Y. Herald- 


Constance Bennett. Sponsored by 
| Donald Blackwell and Raymond 
|Curtis in association with Aldrich & 
| Myers, in all probability it will open 
lat the Harris theatre, Chicago, dur- 
|ing the Christmas holidays. 

‘Foreigners,’ a Frederick Lonsdale 
play previously held by Aldrich & 
Myers, has been acquired by Arch 
Selwyn, who intends to produce it in 
association with J. J. Shubert. Re- 
hearsals are skedded to start within 
the next two weeks and Lonsdale 
will direct. 

‘Widow With Pink Gloves,’ novel 
by Maurice de Kobra, French au- 
thor, is being dramatized by de 
Kobra and Irwin Piscator in New 
York for presentation by Continental | 
Productions, Inc., about the end of 
December. Piseator will direct. 

‘God’s Head Man,’ described as a 
Negro comedy by DeWitt Newing, 
may be produced by Ben Atwell. 


Ticket Code 
Continued from page Ol 


new regulatons to the actors’ coun- 
cil, which would decide on continued 
co-operation. There is no doubt that 
the League wants Equity to partici- 
pate, but some showmen are of the 
opinion that the managers can oper- 


| allotment of tickets to agencies, so 
|that there will be no discrimination, 


It cleaned 
up an estimated $5,000,000 as a stage 
attraction and that mark will not be 


ic 
Business has | ° 


arrangement 


ate the code on their own. Not only 
the moral support of Equity is de- 


No Discrimination 


Among the proposals made by the 
was a new rule covering 


angles which was most 
criticized. If that idea is adopted, 
| Equity would be informed of all 
| ticket allotments which would have 
|to be okayed from that end. Such a 
| step may or may not cause objec- 
tions in some managetrial quarters. 

Hearing before Mayor LaGuardia 


one of the 


/now a hoofer. 


‘Easy Virtue,’ Noel Coward's com- | B. 
'scheduled for an out-of-town tryout 


sic 


|in reference to the Spellman bill, 
| 


enforce the proposed new law which 


| passed the city council, was held at} 
{summer city hall headquarters near | 
The | 


; the World’s Fair Thursday (26). 
jmayor did not seem to think the 


|; measure any too hot, and asked for 


| briefs, indicating doubt as to his sig- 
| naturing the bill. 

Mayor seemed to be well informed 
about the ticket situation, and im- 


| high opinion of either the managers 
| 


| or the brokers, so far as tickets are 


oneerned. He commented on the 
| wiles of some agency people: ‘When 
WT seek tickets for a show they can’t 
| deliver, they say it’s a lousy show 
anyhow, so they switch me to a show 
| that really is lousy.’ 


}voice his opinions. He 
| VARIETY, which in last week’s issue 


}carried an item to the effect that a/| 


Boston agency had managerial back- 
jing. He also pointed out that the 
| League had carried ads in programs 
advising patrons to buy tickets from 
agencies. Such insertions, however, 
which appeared in Broadway theatre 
programs last season, also called at- 
| tention to direct boxoffice sale 
'tickets and carried the list of acered- 
ited agencies, who, in signaturing the 
code, agreed not 
prices. 


and con for the bill were given short 
shrift. Milton Weinberger, counsel 
for the League, who favored the bill, 
did not get much further than a tech- 
nical summation of the ticket mat- 


jter. A fleet of motor cars and taxis 
_with around 40 managers, brokers 


and Equityites barged down from the 
city to the mayor’s quarters at 10 
a. m., and all hands were back in 
town by noon. Mayor’s remarks 
clearly showed that he believes the 
managers can clean up the ticket sit- 
uation if they get together and really 


show crowd, and they had to take it. 


which limits ticket premiums to 75c | 
and puts it up to the managers to | 


‘ession was that he did not have a/ Boston. 


| Cleveland 


Most of the others who talked pro | 


BARNES’ PROGRESS 


Shoe - Clerk to Broadway Lead 
Within Thres Years 
From an amateur to the juvenile 


lead in a major Bfoadway musical 
production, all within three years, 
is the new Cinderella story of 
Johnny Barnes, ex-shoe clerk and 
Barnes is in a major 
spot in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ the 
G. DeSylva_ production that’s 


in New Haven Nov. 9. He’s playing 


Barnes was discovered via an ama- 


‘Tribune reporter, as a vehicle for /teyy show at the Capitol, Washing- 
| ton. 


He won that contest and the 
following day went into Dave Apol- 
lon’s unit; stuck with that a year and 
then freelanced. His_ first major 
break came via Frank Fay’s vaude- 
ville attempt on Broadway last win- 
ter. 

Barnes has never had a dancing 
lesson, but he’s been taking dramatic 
coaching on the q.t. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 30) 


‘Abe Lineolu in Ulinais’ 
mond Massey )}—Boston Opera House, 
Boston. 

Colbourne - Janes (vepertory)— 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 

‘Desert Song’—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 


Eva Le Gallienne’§ (repertory)— 


Auditorium, Norristown, Pa. (30): | 
Rajah, Reading, Pa. (31); Lyric, 


Allentown, Pa. (1); Madison college, 
Harrisonburg, Va. (2); Lyric, Rich- 
mond (3-4). 

‘Farm of Three Echoes’ (Ethel 
Barrymore) — Hartman, Columbus 
(30-31): Victory, Dayton (1); Eng- 
lish, Indianapolis (2-4). 

‘Golden Boy’ (Eric 


Auditorium, Port Arthur 
Hall, Houston (1); 
Auditorium, Ft. Worth 
Dallas (3); Convention 
(4), 
‘Hamlet’ 
Detroit. 
‘Hot Mikado” (Bill Robinson)— 
Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford (3-4). 
‘I Married an Angel 
King)—American, St. Louis. 
‘Key Largo’ (Paul Muni)}—English, 
Indianapolis (30-1); Hartman, Co- 
lumbus (2-4). 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Wilbur, 
Boston. 


(2); 


Hall, Tulsa 


(Maurice 


‘Leave It to Me’ (William Gaxton, | 
Victor Moore, Sophie Tucker )—Na- | 


tional, Washington 
‘Life With Father’ (Howard Lind- 
say)—Maryland, Baltimore. 
‘Mam ba’s Daughters’ 
Waters)—Grand, Chicago. 
‘My Dear Children’ (Joho Barry- 


(Ethel 


more )—Selwyn, Chicago 
‘Niece Goin’’ (Bert Wheeler, Mary 


Martin )—Shubert, Boston. 


‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine | 


Cornell )-—Hanna, Clevetand 
‘On Borrowed Time’ — Park, 


| Youngstown (30): Palace, Ft. Wayne | 
| (31): Pabst, Milwaukee (2-4). 
(Laucette Tay- 


‘Outward Bound’ 
Florence Reed) — Plymouth, 


San Carlo Opera — Music Hall. 
(30-1); Wilson, Detroit 
(2-5). 

‘Springtime fer (Edward 


Henry’ 


Everett Horton)—Nixon, Pittsburgh. | 


| ‘*“faming of the Shrew’ (Lunt-Fon- 
tanne )—Municipal Auditorium, Kan- 
City, Mo. (30-51); Forum, 


; Sas 


Emanuel Celler, who was present | Wichita (1); Paramount, Salt Lake 
ing the Broadway run, while ‘Road’; 4S a member of a law firm with | ¢ ity (4). 


has been able to string the run along | 28ency clients, talked against the bill | ; ; & 
'and was given the longest period to} Ford’s Baltimore (2-4). 


quoted | 
Lyceum, Minneapolis. 


‘Thunder Rock’ (‘Tower of Light’) 


‘Tobacce Road’ (John Barton)— 
Timblin )— 


N. J. 


(Stim 
Camden, 
Pa 


‘Tobacco Road’ 
Moose Auditorium, 
(30-1): Grant, Bristol, 
Rutherford, N. J. (3-4). 
| “Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth 
terton )—Harris, Chicago 
‘Very Warm for May’ 
| Philadelphia. 
‘What a Life’ 


Chat- 
Forrest, 


(Jackie Coogan)— 


|Shrine Auditorium, Des Moines (29); 


| Bay, Green Bay, Wis. (31); Rio, Ap- 
Wis. (2); Orpheum, Duluth (3-4). 


| ‘White Steed’—Erlanger, Chicago. 


‘WARRIORS’ IN LONDON, 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Curtis Brown, literary agent, 
coming to the Coast to stage John 
Rathmell’s drama, ‘Warriors 
| Die.’ 
| duction now set to oven Nov. 25. 


| 
| Brown sails from England Nov. 20; 
try. He was in the mood to kid the, and the tentative opening here is | White's ‘Scandals, which moves over 


} skeded for late January. 


(Ray- 


stronger 
| scale under the IA setup. TMAT did 


Linden )— | 
Auditorium, Beaumont, Texas (30); 
(3b); Mu- | 
Memorial | 
Circle, | 


Evans )—Cass, | 


(Dennis | 


(2); Rex, | 


to charge excess | Pleton, Wis. (1); Kenosha, Kenosha, 
I 2 SS | 


THEN IN HOLLYWOOD 


is 


Never 
War blocked the London pro- 


Logan Mending 


Joshua Logan, whe was taken to 
a New York hospital last week wiih 
a streptococcie infection, is reported 
making a satisfactory recovery. He 
is not expected to leave the hospital 
for some time, however. 

During Logan's illness, Dwight 
Deere Wiman has taken over direc- 
tion of Paul Osborne’s ‘Mornings 
at Seven.” Wiman is also producer 
of the play, which is slated to open 
a tryout in Boston next Monday 
(6). 


DOUBT RAISES 
FOR MEN 


Basic agreement asked from the 
managers by boxoffice’ treasurers 
appears to have run into a snag. 
While a contract may be entered 
into, there is some question whether 
salary increases will be obtained. 
B.o. men’s union is affiliated with 
the stagehands, and it was pointed 
out to the League of New York The- 
atres that, under the rules of the 
International Alliance of Stage Em- 
plovees, holders of a new charter 
may not seek pay increases until 
| one year has elapsed. 


| This indicates that the treasurers 


were premature in. splitting away 
from the Theatrieal Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union. Ticket 
sellers figured they would get 
backing for upping the 


| 


secure a renewal of its basic agree- 
ment with the League, but there 
were virtually no changes in the 
seales. Argued by TMAT that had 
the treasurers stuck, increased pay 
would probably have been granted. 

| Reported that the treasurers, who 
presented their demands to the 
League recently, now object to the 
presence of restrictive clauses in 
the proposed pact whereby they 
| agree not to accept gratuities from 
the agencies. Such stipulation was 
| part of the TMAT agreement, and 
was supposed to be retained by the 
new treasurers union. Ticket sellers 
explain their objection by saying 
that such rules could result in dis- 
missal on flimsy charges. League 
office, however, stated it had re- 
| ceived no word from the treasurers 
in regards to the ‘no ice’ clauses. 
TMAT ups its entrance fee for the 
|new members today (Wed.) to $500. 
| It was formerly $319. Scale of dues 
| remains the same. 


‘POSSESSED’ FIRST 
| CASUALTY 


| First flop of the new = season is 
| ‘The Possessed,’ which closes at the 
Lyceum, N. Y., Saturday (4) after | 


playing one day less than two weeks. 


It was produced by the Chekhov 
| Theatre Studio, which includes an 
elaborate school of the drama 


| near Ridgefield, Conn., directed by 
| Michael Chekhov. Project has Bea- 
| trice Straight, wealthy as 
| its principal backer, she having been 
in the cast 

Reported that the studio will pur- 
chase the Lyceum. and. 
there will be no immediate 
tional presentations, a 
office will be maintained. ‘Pick- 
wick,’ which was to have been the 
second attraction. was set back be- 
|} Cause of the war, it was explained, 
; but may be seen during the winter. 
| Miss Straight is the daughter of 
| Mrs. Leonard Elmhirst. now a Brit- 
ish subject, who was widow of 


socialite, 


addi- 


the 


Willard Straight. Mrs. Elmhirst and 
her husband founded Dartington 
Hall in Devonshire, devoted to ex- 
perimental agricultural and indus- 
trial enterprises. One department 
was the Joos Ballet, seen over here. 


Chekhov opened a school of drama 
there in 1936, but it was decided two 
years later to move that department 
to America. 

Not generally known that Mrs. 
Straight was the backer of Maurice 
Browne, who presented ‘Journey's 
End’ at the Miller, N. Y., in 1929, 

‘Possessed’ had a Russian back- 
ground. It drew a doubtful press. 


SCHLESINGER MOVES 
Newark, Oct. 24. 
Morris S. Schlesinger, former 
manager of the Broad Street and 
Shubert theatres here, has been ap- 
pointed manager of Warner Bros. 
Hollywood, New York. 
Hollywood will house 


George 


| Monday (6) from the Alvin. 


although | 


New York | 


ALICE 
DIES 


Tragedy again struck at William 
A. Brady when the veteran show- 
man’s daughter, Alice Brady, died at 
the Le Roy Sanitarium, New York, 
Saturday (28). She would have been 
47 within a few days. Four years 
ago ta the month, Brady’s son, Wil- 
liam A., Jr., 35, whose mother ig 
Grace George, was burned to death 
in a fire that razed a cottage in 
Colts Neck, N. J. Miss Brady was 
the daughter of the showman’s 
first wife, Rose Marie Rene, an ac- 
tress of French origin. 

It was privately known that Miss 
Brady was suffering from a cancer, 
her illness covering two years or 
more, but she continued picture work 
in the Hollywood studios until re- 
cently. Showman brought her back 
from the Coast about three weeks 
ago for treatment and her condition 
was not supposed to be grave but she 
passed away while oxygen was be- 
ing applied. 

Although she was unfortunate in 
being cast in weak plays and ap- 
peared in at least a dozen failures, 
Miss Brady finally triumphed and 
played in such stage successes as 
‘Mourning Becdmes Electra,’ ‘For- 
ever After,’ which had a two-year 
run; ‘The Bride of the Lamb,’ ‘Ma- 
damoiselle,’ ‘Zander the Great,’ ‘The 
Witch,’ ‘The Thief,’ ‘Lady Alone’ and 
‘A Most Immoral Lady.’ 


Stage and Screen 


‘The actress spent nearly as much 


of her professional career in pic- 
‘tures as on the stage. In the days 
of silents, when her father headed 


World Film Corp., she made rapid 
strides and by 1923 had been fea- 
tured in 32 films, mostly for Famous 
Players, including ‘Bought and Paid 
|For.” For the last seven years she 
| has been on the Coast, where her 
| performances were as varied as in 
plays. Miss Brady had a flair for com- 
.edy and many parts assigned her 
were of the lighter variety. Sha 
proved her dramatic talent to bea 
many-sided, however, and last year 
received the Academy Award for her 
performance of Mrs. O'Leary in ‘Old 
Chicago.’ Her final Coast assignment 
was in ‘The Young Mr. Lincoln.” 

Miss Brady was a linguist, a pian- 
ist and played other’ instruments. 
She was one of the best dressed 
women in the profession, though not 
| always going in for the latest modes. 
| Her early stage appearances were in 
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, into 
| which she drifted after studying at 
| the Boston Conservatory of Music. 
Her father did not wish her to go 
!on the stage and that course followed 
schooling in a convent. 


| Deceased was wed to James I, 
| Crane, son of the writer, Dr. Frank 
| Crane, but they were divorced in 
| 1922 after two years. Their son, Don- 
Miss 


ald, resides in California. 

| Brady had brittle bones and not in- 
| frequently broke her fingers. She 
fractured an ankle while one film 


| was being made and finished it, sit- 
| ting in a chair. A nervous break- 
| down prevented her from appearing 
in Eugene O'Neill's ‘Strange Inter- 
i lude,” one of the Theatre Guild's 
| standouts. 

Equity Angle 


More than a year ago, when Equity 
was aiding the Screen Actors Guild 
to force legit actors on the Coast into 
its membership in compliance with 
the association’s pact with the film 
players’ organization, Miss Brady 
had a run-in with Equity. She re- 
fused to join SAG and there was 
further fecling over retaliatory pro- 
ceedings on her part. Seems that 
her endorsement of a femme prod- 
uct was used in an ad appearing in 
Equity’s magazine without her per- 
mission. 

Miss Brady demanded damages 
and although she had okayed simi- 
lar copy previously, the publication 
was deemed to be at fault in thai 
particular case. Actress was riled 
over certain Equity rulings and the 
matter was only settled after she 
was paid $1,200. Equity was on the 
point of suspending the actress and 
fining her at least as much as the 
amount received for the unauthor- 
ized ad, but suddenly scrapped the 
idea after it was discovered that she 
was suffering from cancer. 

Services held Monday (50) were 
strictly private, only four persons 


being present in addition to het 
father and Miss George (Mrs. 
Brady). 


| | 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | | 
| | 
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LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Chi Hefty; Mamba, 
Children,’ ‘Tonight’ Okay at $11,000 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

All four shows in town last week 
did well. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ quits the 
Grand Saturday (8) after five weeks 
and “Tonight We Dance’ scrams the 
Harris the same night after four good 
sessions, 

Replacing will be the unabridged 
‘Hamlet,’ with Maurice Evans, at the 
Grand, and the Katharine Cornell 
‘No Time for Comedy,’ Harris, 

‘White Steed’ turned in good 
money in its initial week as the first 
presentation of the American The- 
atre Society-Theatre Guild local sea- 
son. Sticks for two more weeks at 
the Erlanger and then departs for 
‘Springtime for Henry’ with Edward 
Everett Horton. 

‘Leave It to Me’ enters the 4,000- 
seat Auditorium Nov. 20 while ‘Abe 
Linco!n in Illinois’ rides into the 
Grand Jan. 8, with the house un- 
booked between the ‘Hamlet’ and 
‘Lincoln’ shows. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Grand (4th 
week) (1,300; $2.75). In final ses- 
sion currently after fine stay. Held 
io fine $11,500 last week. To St. 
Louis next. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (24th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Will be here 
for the holidays easily at present 
pace, holding to solid $11,000 last 
week. 

‘Ponight We Dance,’ Harris (3rd 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Again at a fine 
profit at $11,000. Currently in bow- 
out stanza. : 

‘White Steed,’ Erlanger (ist week) 
(1,400; $2.75). In for three weeks, 
two of which are getting American 
Theatre Society subscription _assist- 
ance. Bright money for initial pe- 
riod at $11,500. 


COMEDY’ SOCK $26,300, 
TIME’ $7,000, DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 31. 

Deiroiters shelled out over $33,- 
O00 last week for Katharine Cornell's 
‘No Time for Comedy,’ at the Cass, 
and Taylor Holmes’ ‘On Borrowed 
Time’ at the Wilson. 

The Cornell opus, sold out at most 
performances, picked up a 
$26,300. “Time’ gathered in close to 
$7.000. 

Cass has Maurice Evans’ ‘Hamlet’ 
and Wilson is being taken over by 
San Carlos Opera Co. currently. 
Latter is in for 15 days. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Cass (1,- 
500; $3.30). Katharine Cornell al- 
ways means smash here; this time 
no exception at $26,300. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Wilson (1,- 
#00: $1.65). Pieked up good $7,000 
despite opposition, 


Crix Sock ‘Pastoral’, 
N.G. $3,000 in Balto. 


altimore, Oct. 
Two openings in one week in this 
town, which enjoyed only seven 


weeks of legit all last year, is at-| 


tracting considerable interest. ‘Life 
With Father,’ dramatization of Clar- 
ence Day’s book by Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse, is currently 
getting its pre-Broadway trial at the 
Maryland. The Group 
‘Thunder Rock,’ whose 
was “Tower of Light,’ will open a 
three day stay at 
(2). Robert Ardrey wrote ‘Rock.’ 
Both houses will again be opened 
Nov. 13, when the Playwrights Co. 
present George M. Cohan in ‘Madam. 


smash } 


Theatre's | 
recent title | 


Ford’s Thursday | 


FARM’ SOCKED BY PITT 
DROUGHT, NABS $9,500 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 

New shows still remain boxoffice 
anathema here. That was proved 
against Jast week when Ethel Barry- 
more brought her new one, ‘Farm of 
3 Echoes,’ to the Nixon and got 
around $9,500, including subscrip- 
tion coin. Drama drew mostly raves. 

The Nixon has Edward Everett 
Horton in ‘Springtime for Henry’ 
and follows with ‘Leave It To Me,’ 
first musical of season, for which 
mail orders are sky high. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Farm of 3 Echoes,’ Nixon (2,100; 
$2.75). New Ethel Barrymore show 
stands first-rate chance of clicking 
big on Broadway, but Pittsburgh 
still won't go for a tryout. They 
demand a run rep around here and 
even then chances are just even. 
Around $9,500. 


TOPS 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Three Afier Three’ (‘The Gib- 
2on Girls’)—Shuberts. 

‘Ring Two’—George Abboit. 

‘Madam Will You Walk’—Play- 
wrights. 

‘No Code to Guide Her’—A\}- 
fred de Liagre. 

*‘Teny Draws a Heorse’—W. A. 
Brady. 

‘Aries Is Rising’—Irving and 
Dolan. 

‘Swingin’ the Dream’ — Erik 
Charell, Jean Rodney. 

‘Morning’s at Seven’—Dwight 
D. Wimen. 

‘The Gutward Room’ — Sidney 
Kingsley. 

*‘Dubarry Was a Lady’—B. G. 
De Sylva. 

‘Sea Dogs’—Clarence Taylor. 


‘Cavalcade’ 656, ‘Folies’ 
$34,200 Set Records At 
Finale of Frisco Expo 


San Francisco, Oct. 31. 

Folding of the Golden Gate ex- 
position left natives with practically 
‘no legit. Only thing on the mainland 
this week will be ‘Prelude to Para- 
dise,’ a new play by Vernon Smith, 
scheduled to premiere at the Alcazar 
theatre tomorrow (Wednesday ). 


Boston, Oct. 31. 


‘Abe Lincoln’ topped the town last 
week after a bad start opening night | 
against a sellout benefit at ‘Nice | 
Goin’, ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ is | 
holding strong, and ‘Outward Bound’ | 
is a fair draw. 

Kenyon Nichelson and Charles K. 
Robinson, authors of ‘Sailor Beware,’ | 
from which the musical ‘Nice Goin’ | 
was adapted, have been working on 
the book of the show here. Vicki 
Cummings is out of the show, with 
part of her role added to Pert Kel- 
ton’s. City censor ordered the 
| ‘Arithmetic’ song cut out or supplied 
with a new lvric, and management 
chose former 
replace it in New York. Some pro- 
fanity was ordered out, but cuts 
were lighter than anticipated by 
opening-night crowd. 


with Bill Robinson. into the Opera 
House on Monday (6), with good ad- 
vance sale already recorded. ‘Very 
Warm for Mav.’ ‘Morning’s at Seven’ 
are other entries that night. 
‘Madam, Will You Walk?’ by late 
| Sidney Howard, Starring George M. 
|Cohan. comes into the Colonial Nov. 
27. Premiere of ‘Young Man with a 
| Horn,’ starring Burgess Meredith, is 
‘Slated for the same house Christmas 
'night, presenied by Vinton Freed- 
ley and Abe Blatt. 
| Estimates for Last Week 


| ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 

| House (Ist week) (2.944; 
Opened at medium gait, but capacity 

| houses late in the week finaled show 


Opera 
$3.30). | 


to $20.000. 

‘Nice Goin’, Shubert (st week) 
| (1,590: $3.30). Got fair press and 
fair word-of-mouth during opening | 


week. but garnered a big $18.500. 


| ‘Kiss the Bovs Goodbye.’ Wilbur 
(2d week) (1,227: $2.75). Profitable 
at $7.500. Over-estimated week be- 


{fore last. One more week. 

‘Outward Bound,” Plymouth (ist 
week) (1.480: $2.75). Tough opposi- 
tion ovening week held it down to 
around $10000, Second stanza looks 
more hopeful. 


Very Warm’ Cool 1836 


WITH 206 


method, planning 


Michacl Todd brings ‘Hot Mikado,’ | 


engagement 


southwest. 
Golden West’ and ‘Folies Bergere’ 


Visitor Influx Keeps B'way Happy; 


‘Girls’ With $29,000 Contends For 
Musical Lead; ‘Dinner’ Big $19,600 


Not all the shows that have ar- 
rived on Broadway so far this season 
are successes, Some are unquestioned 
standouts, but others are getting the 
break of a theatre surge that is only 
one reaction to generally improving 
business. This upturn is credited to 
the return to the metropolis of ex- 
patriates, fleeing the rigors of the 
war, while an influx from South 
America is on by wealthy people 
who usually go abroad in the fall. 

The final rush to the World’s Fair, 
which closed yesterday (Tuesday), 
may account for some drop in the 


Decline in the number of conven- 
tionites in town also figures in the 
gross decrease. Still, excellent fig- 
leaders during the week, which did 


new shows. 
‘The Man Who Came to Dipner’ js 


standees at all performances. 


|*‘Philadelphia Story’ was 


grosses of several shows last week. | 


not bring forth much in the way of | (R-1,107; $3.30). 


ithe top attraction in ticket demand, | 
and were the Music Box larger it | 


would lead straight-show grosses. 
Takings were over $19,500, with | 


‘Sky-/| wee * : 5 

Hark’ is quoted around $19,000, while | tas back 
‘Moulin Rouge,’ in the Curran for a the third of the new strong draws, 
short run, left Sunday (29) for the |‘Ladies and Gentlemen.’ with thea- 
Both ‘Cavalcade of the | tre-party help, went past $22.000. 


credited 


| succeeded in breaking previous rec- | with over $22,500, however. and holds 


|ords during their last week on Treas- 
_ ure Island, 


H Estimates fer Last Week 


‘Night in Moulin Rouge,’ Curran 
(1,770; $2.75). Competish from the 
similarly Frenchy ‘Folies Bergere’ at 
the Fair no help, especially when 
shows and prices are compared. Take 
of $13,000 claimed for eight days. 

TREASURE ISLAND 


‘Cavalcade of the Golden West,’ 
Cavalcade (36th-final week) (7,000; 
|/$1.10). An extra performance was 
|added every day last week. With the 
exception of iwo of the early mati- 
nees, every available seat was taken 
and thousands were turned away. 
Great success of ‘Cavalcade’ has 
started plans by the exposition to 
bring it back next year if and when 
fair opens. For the week ending 
|Friday (27), ‘Cavaleade’ took in 
$64.900. 
| ‘Follies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium (12th-final week) (3,300; 75c). 
Clifford C. Fischer imporiation gar- 
nered $34,200 for week ending Fri- 
day (27), setting new record for the 
show at the expo. 


FOUR L. A. LEGITERS 
LIGHTED: ‘ANIMAL’ 36 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
Four of town’s legit houses will be 
in full swing by middle of this week. 
Biltmore relighted last night (Mon- 


| day) with repeat engagement of the 


perennial ‘Desert Song,’ just returned 
from run at the Curran theatre, San 
Francisco. El] Capitan, shuttered for 


past two weeks, reopens tomorrow | 


night (Wednesday) with initial local 
‘ of Clifford C. Fischer’s 
second edition of ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
routed here from the ’Frisco fair. 
‘The Male Animal,’ new comedy 


iby Elliott Nugent and James Thur- 


Mary Astor and Elliott Nugent are 


featured. 


plays. 


boxoffice. It went over $29,000 for 
its first full week at the Imperial, | 
and at a $4.40 scale can top the hold- | 
over leader, ‘Hellzapoppin’,” which | 
again got $31,000. The other musical | 
coin-getters are ‘Streets of Paris’ and | 
‘Yokel Boy,’ each claiming $28,000, | 
with ‘Scandals’ having eased off. 


No. 1 position among the straight 


‘Too Many Grls’ is now a conten- 
der for leading musical honors at the 


able press, only one severe panning 
in dailies; quoted around $10,000 for 
first six performances with help ef 
subscriptions; promising. 

‘The Pessessed,’ Lyceum (2d week) 
(D-1,019; $3.30). Goes off Saturday, 
unfavorable notices and light atten- 
dance after debut; around $3,000 in 
seven times, 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (308th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Somewhat 
Overestimated but average is close to 
$4,000 right along and run-drama is 
profitable at pace. 


‘Toe Many Girls, Imperial (24 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Rated well 
over $29,000 for first full week, 


which stamps new musical as hit; 


ures were again registered by the | °t much under capacity. 


‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (18th week) 
i _ Very little differ- 
;ence in gross claimed, though under 


|high levels of previous weeks; 
quoied at $28,000, plenty for this 
musical. 

ADDED 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (10€th 
Has been set- 
ting back new edition, now carded 
for late this month; still turning « 
‘profit; around $6,000. 

| ‘Cure for Matrimeny,’ Province- 
| town Playhouse. Amateurs; went off. 


PHILLY 


| “Time of Your Life,’ at the Booth, | 


iis best among last week's incomer 
icard. It was quoted at $10,000 for six 
| performances, helped by subscrip- 
{tions and a mostly favorable press. 
| the Lyceum and closes this week. 
| Next week: 
Empire, and ‘Sea Dogs,’ Elliott. ‘Nice 
| Goin’, slated in, too, has had its 
opening postponed until Nov. 27. 
Estimates for Last Week 


| ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Adelphi 
| (55th week) (D-1,434; $1.10). 
|okay at pop prices and should stay 
;}into the winter; rated better than 
$9,000, not much under capacity at 
| scale. 

| ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
| (59th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Still 
'the list’s front-runner and cinch for 
big money indefinitely; again quoted 
around $31,000. 

| ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Beck 
week) (C-1,214; $3.30). Advance sale 
and parties helped newcomer to 
more than $22,000 first full week. 


(3d 


Box (3d week) (C-1,012; $3.30). This 
|is the sock show of newcomers, with 
| tickets in highest demand; got 


‘The Possessed’ got thumbs down at| 


‘Life With Father,’ | 


| out of five weeks open. 
| for 


| the 20th, when 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music | bows 


600 in second week, which is ca- 
pacity, plus standees. 
‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (1st | 


week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Presented by 
Richard Aldrich and Richard My- 
ers; written by Clare Boothe; post- 
|poned from last week, opens 
day (3). 

‘Pastoral,’ Miller (Ist week) (C-944; 


around $£20.- 
Warners’ Hollywood 


with estimated takings 
000; moves to 


Will You Walk,’ by the late Sidney | | ‘Blossom Time,’ presented ‘Very Warm for May’ 
Howard, at Ford’s, and George Ab- | | W h T { eral Music Project, is at the Holly- | next show here. 
bott var Mie Rarnoe his newest vert. n as ington ryou wood Playhouse tor two weeks, and ‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore (6th 
‘Ring Two,’ by Gladys Hurlbut, to s : Belasco theatre continues to thrive | week) (C-991; $3.30). Dropped off 
the Maryland. é | a ; Jet. 31 | with a stock policy. also, with approximate gross around 
’ Estimate for Last Week Washington, Oct. 31. | Estimates for Last Week $8,500; newcomers probable cause 
‘Pasteral,” Ford’s (1,900; $2.22).| Season's first big musical here, | ‘The Male Animal,’ Mayan ‘1,492: | for decline; some profit at pace, how- 
New Bonfils and Somnes venture by | ‘Very Warin for May.’ suffered from | $3.30). Produced nominally for)|ever, and should stick, 
Victor Wolfson given a rough going- | critics’ argument that it was a whale’ members of American Theatre Foun- ‘Skylark,’ Morosco (3d week) 
over by local crix and mild treat-|of a lot of show, but it wasn't inj dation, but also open for the regular | (C-961); $3.30). Has been selling out 
ment bv ticket-buvers. Less than| shape yet for Broadway This, plus | trade. new comedy got away to ex- | since debut, with claimed takings 
$3.000 for five davs last Week. Com-/fact that ‘Leave It to Me’ was due€’ cellent notices and registered around | around $19,000 
edy being worked over for Broad-|this week as a tried-and-true buy, | $3.000 on the week. ‘Straw Hat Revue,’ Ambassador 
Way attempt. caused trade to hold off. ; | *Blessom Time,’ Hollywood Play- (6th week) (R-1.156: $3.30). Not 
i eee Current occupant, with William’ house (st week) (1,130; $1.10).) quite up to previous level but bei- 
’ Gaxton. Sophie Tucker and Victor Falling below ‘Merry Widow’ which tered even break with estimated 
Lunts-‘Shrew Tame Moore topping cast, will be followed! preceded, but good for profitable $12,000. 


St. Loo for Nifty 1826 


St. Louis, Oct. 31. 

Despite midsummer temperature 
Guring first four days of run, “Tam- 
ing of the Shrew’ ended one-week 
stand at the American theatre, sole 
Jegiter here, Saturday (28) with 
nifty $18,500. Play was first on sub- 
scription sked of Playgoers of St. 
Louis, Ine. 

‘I Married an Angel’ started one- 
week date last night (Monday). 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Taming of the Shrew,’ American 
8.707; $2.50). Lunt and Fontanne 
are still big faves here, and eight 


performances garnered nice $18,500, | 
aided by raves of crix. 


next week by ‘Outward Bound,’ with 
Laurette Taylor and Florence Reed, 
as second American Theatre Society 
subscription offering. Ethel Barry- 
more’s new vehicle, ‘Farm of 
Echoes.’ is due Nov. 13 as third ATS | 
play. 


Estimate for Last Week ; 
‘Very Warm fer May,’ National | 
(1,698: $3.30). Reviews saying show | 


Buffalo, Oct. 31. 


time for Henry,’ drew nearly $7,000 
in three davs here at $2.75 top last 
week. 


Edward Everett Horton, in ‘Spring- | 


$2,500 on the initial stanza. 


| Charles’ Fades To 


$8,000 in Montreal 


Montreal, Oct. 31. 
Siarting with socko advance sales, 


was accorded Jukewarm criticism. 
Estimate for Last week 


‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (20th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Approaching 


Fri- | 


ber. closed Saturday (28) after six | $3.30). Presented by Helen G. Bon- 
nights at the Mayan where it was fils and George Somnes; written by 
presented by Arthur J. Beckhard | Victor Wolfson; opens tonight (Wedad- 
for the American Theatre Founda- | nesday); booked for three weeks; 
ition. The comedy drew good no- | ‘Ring Two’ will get the house then. 
tices, but efforts to continue play! ‘Seandals,” Alvin (10th week), 
for another stanza fell by the boards. | (R-1,337; $4.40). Slipped last week |! 


end of fifth month and stronger naw | 


; than early in engagement; rated at 
' $28,000. 

‘Summer Night,’ St. James (1st 
week) (C-1,520; $3.30). 
by Louis E. Gensler; written by Vicki 
Baum and Benjamin F, Glazer; opens 
tomorrow (Thursday). 


‘Charles the King,’ with Barry Jones (D-1 168 $340). on 

into shape. land Jessica Tandy, faded last half ‘k but. “till 

| proximately $18,500. ast wee sti in the chips; 

of last week and ended somewhat Gioted around $15,000; stay in- 
disappointingly with $8,000. Vehicle Gognite. 


| “The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(32d week) (C-1,367; $3.30). May 


‘Charles the King’ His Majesty’s have contenders for gross honors but 
(1,600: $2.50). Six nights, two mats, still getting best money, over $22,500. 
Monday-Saturday (23-38). Disap- ‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth ‘2d 

| pointing $8,000. , week) (CD-704; $3.30). Drew favor- 


Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 

| Philadelphia will have three Jegit 
| houses open next week for the first 
| time this season. New addition is 
| the Erlanger, which finally makes 
its 1939-40 bow Monday night (6) 
| with ‘Mice and Men, a teturn ro 
| this city. Guy Robertson feature 
in the two-weeker, 

| Also skedded to open here Mon- 
'day are the twice-postponed ‘Abe 
| Lincoln in Illinois,’ which comes to 


| the Forrest for a fortnight, and ‘Kiss 
Doing | 


the Boys Goodbye,’ which relights 
the Locust after its two-week dark- 
ness. Last named is also in for e 
fortnight. 

In its second week at the Forrest, 


, ‘Leave It to Me’ again got $28,000 
| last week. 


This gives the Forrest @ 
record of five weeks of strong trade 
‘Very Warm 
May’ opened there last night 
(Monday) for single week. 

Next crop of openings arrive on 
‘The Hot Mikado’ 
at the Locust, and the Mask 
and Wig Club’s show, ‘Great Guns’ 
starts its single week’s visit at the 
Frianger. The Forrest will be dark 
that week relighting on the 27th with 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Forrest (2d-final 
week) (2,000; $3.42). Climber to ro- 
bust $28,000. 


EVANS<HAMLET’ HOT 
$17,000 IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Oct. 2). 

Town went Shakespeare last week 
when Maurice Evans’ ‘Hamlet’ made 
Hanna look Jike the good old boom 
days, with near capacity house 
amounting to $17,000 for eight per- 
formances. Sixty extra chairs were 
set up in balcony at every show. 


Katharine Cornell is current in 
‘No Time for Comedy.’ Latte: had 
$12,000 advance sale. Paul Muni’s 


‘Key Largo’ is due next week, with 
mail order big. 
‘Gentle People’ 
Adolphus’ closing 
twin rep theatres. 


and ‘Venus end 
at Palyhouse’s 
Former did well 


but latter, a new Hitler satire by 
Thomas Woods Stevens, was very 
weak. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Hamlet,’ Hanna (1,435; $2.56). Hot 
$17,000, one of the best grosses for 
any Shakespearean production here 
in years. 


‘Golden Boy’ Outpointed 


Presented | 


In Three Memphis Shows 


Memphis, Oct. 31. 
‘Golden Boy,’ season’s first road- 
show here, drew a weak $2,000 at 
Ellis Auditorium in two nights and @ 
matinee last week. Legit Theatre 


|Corp.’s first in these parts was spon- 


jointly by Newspaper Guild 
Mrs. Martha W. Angier, locel 


sored 
and 


promoter. 
Advance ticket sale was about $3.- 
500 for ‘Golden Boy.’ 


notces, 


Show got 


| | 

| 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, November 1, 1939 


Plays on 


Broadway 


Plays Out of Town 


TIME OF YOUR LIFE 


Comedy-drama in three acts by Wiltinm 


Sarovan: presented by the Theatre Guild in 
Association with Eddie Dowling; features 
Dowling and Julie Haydon; staged by 
Tyowline and Saroyan; settings, Watson 
Barratt; at the Booth, N. Y., opening Cet. 
$3.30 top. 

Willie. Will Lee 
-Charles De sSheim 
his Celeste Holme 
Mec art Hy. Tom Tully 
Nick's Ma Rurani 
Her Side Wick...... e Mary Cheffey 
Society Lady....... ‘Eva Leonard Boyne 
Society Gentleman....... Ainsworth Arnold | 


A play about saloonatics, peopled > 
with the dregs of San Francisco's 
waterfront, ‘Time of Your Life’ has 
its moments because of the excel- 
lence of its character bits, but that 
it will attract more than moderate 
patronage is doubtful. 

William Saroyan writes of particu- 
lar interest to the literati and cer-| 
tainly the critics. 
Lite’ has plenty of color and types, 
plus the language that belongs in 
‘Nick's place, the play’s main setting, 
described as ‘the lousiest dive in 
town.’ The talk is close to the limit | 
of stage license. There is little story 
to the piece which ambles on 


through highlighted individual per- 


formances. 

Central characters 
philosophical stew, 
street walker, with whom Joe's shift- 


are Joe, a 


of the time Joe, played by Eddie 
Dowling sits at-a table sipping cham- | 


pagne. The joint has the bubbly be- | 
cause of him, since, seemingly, his 
funds are inexhaustible. He be-| 
comes interested in the wanton! 
(Julie Haydon) because he takes 
care of Tom with much the same 


type of affection 
tween the two similar characters, 
George and Lennie, in ‘Of Mice and 
Men.’ 

Nick’s is invaded by a vice squad 
dick and occasionally by cops with 


orders to keep prostitutes out of the 
place. The manner in which the 
assorted characters have their | 


innings is perhaps the play’s chief 
interest. There is a colored pianist, 
natural in such a spot, 
from the desert who plays 
monica. 
bar-fly and, particularly, a hoofer 
who is down and out and becomes a 
waiter. There also is a_ pinball 


the 


player who spends all his time trying | ¢ ee 
to beat the gadget. Excellent interior | 


includes an ornate nickel music ma- 
china, which establishes the time of 
the play as the present. 


Third act is more animated than 


‘Time of Your | 


and Kitty, a/| 
| one can take him or leave him. That 
less stooge, Tom, falls in love. Much | 
| However, there is no doubt that he | 


as displayed be- | 


and a fellow | 
har- | 
Both are good. So are the} 


|asm. Che 
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At all news- 
stands Now 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


It is then that the KEY LARGO 


| the first two. 


'vice squad man is thrown out of the Indianapolis, Oct. 30. 
place when giving the works to. 
‘Kitty and is shot offstage by a curi- | tae 
'ous individual billed as Kit Carson. lwrights Co.; stars Paul Muni: staged by 
| Joe moves the girl from her dump) Guthrie Meclintic ‘ttings, Jo Mictsiner; | 
| hotel to the St. Francis and_ gets, a lish Opera Hone, Indlanapo is; 
ing that his job is done, he 
wanders off into the night. James Gregory 
The character of Joe is distinctly McCloud. Paul Mual 
similar to that which Dowling played | Sheriff Gash. Ralph Theodore 
Come the Clowns.’ Joe is a mystic, Hagen 
an individual whom no one knows | Cader 
intimately, spending his money Like | Murillo. Frederic Tozere 
| water, a friend of the down-trodden. | | Hunk... Carl Malden 
Dowling impr esses as fiving a better | Prisci la ve : 
I i Killarney... -Ruth Mareh 
performance than in ‘Clowns.’ t 18] 
a long part with the player on stage Mr. Aaronson....... Richard Bishop 
most of the time. Ethel Jackson 
Richard Barbee 
It is difficult to reconcile the QP-| Osceola Horn..---++++se0re William Challee 
pearance of Miss Haydon in the part} First Man Tourist........... John Fearnley 
a prostie. Surely it is a broad First 4 
. Second Man Tourist...... udso Shotwe 
jump between her appearance last | Second Woman Tourist...... Helen Carroll 
‘season as the saintly Bridget in| Averill Harris 
present characterization, Whereas | 
| the other types are believable, if; Sherwood Anderson wants to say 


strange, Kitty is anything but sexy. ' that it is better to die and keep faith 


Gene Kelly is the hoofer and) 
knows his stuff, adding action to} 
a play that would sag without the | 
varied bits that also include some | Prolog opens on a mountain top in 
musie from Reginald Beane at the!Spain during the civil war. Paul 
piano and Houseley Stevens, Sr.,| Muni, as King McCloud, discovers 
|with the mouth organ. Doyle, as ; that the enemy is about to attack a 
‘Carson: Charles De Sheim, who! mountain top post where, including 
plays the proprietor; Tom Tully, as | himself, five men have been left by 
a longshoreman; Curt Conway and| retreating forces. He believes the 
Celeste Holme are among those who | cause is los st, and deserts, leaving the 
contribute excellent bits. It is diffi- | others to die for their ideal. 

‘eult to identify some of the other: The second and third acts are set 
players. in Key Largo, Fla. Muni has visited 

Among the lurid lines are ‘the | the parents of the four slain soldiers. 
| lousiest people in the world are The home of the D’Alcalas in Key 
writers’...‘If I didn’t drink, I'd be- | Largo is his last stop. The a 
while the 


in a prolog and two acts in ‘Key 


| Largo.’ 


come fascinated by unimportant | his war buddy is blind, : 
things’...‘I haven't got the heart to/sister, played by Uta Hagen, is a 
be a heel.’ winsome miss who has been imbued 


with the family ideals. 

Gamblers have set up shop on the 
Key, with Frederic Tozere, as Mu- 
rillo, fleecing tourists with a crooked 
roulette wheel. As a result of a 


It has been said of Saroyan that 


goes both for his writings and plays. 


has something on the ball as a crea- 


aming argument a man has been 
i ithor. bee. Ba & argum ) 
tive aut killed by Murillo and his body sunk 


POSSESSED 


George Shdanoff, 


in the gulf waters. 

Muni arrives, but is not forgiven 
by the father, who had fought for 
the defending army in Spain. How- 


by 


um in 15 


scenes, 


fron ever, Muni is invited to remain, as 

particu his presence might serve to discour- 

Michael Chekhoy; settings and costumes by |} age Murillo. who has designs on the 

M. Dobujinsky. Presented by Chekhov | girl. In a showdown between Muni 

¥-»|and the gambler, the former's in- 

John Flynn | tense desire to live at all costs causes 
Peter Verkhovenski.... Woodrow Chambliss |} him to back down in a gang dual. 

| The final act is weighed down with 

Tlie utenant Drosdov Peter Tunnard long speeches by Muni and D’Alcala. 

Blair Cutting | Muni states his case, citing the futili- 

ellen Van Volkenburg |} ty of the political. social and eco- 

|nomic system; D’Alcala_ defends | 

\....Hurd Hatfield | idealism. About 10 minutes is wasted | 

re vSam Schatz in wordage, with the speeches of 

| both Muni and D’Alcala sounding | 

"Thomas J. Huches|like a Sunday afternoon radio ad- 

Griscom | dress by Father Coughlin. Muni vin- | 

| dicates himself at the final curtain by | 

At alternate performances the following | Killing the gambler, and is himself 

nlayers substitute: Drosdov, Alonzo Hink- | killed by one of the gambler’s hench- 

ley: Martha Ko therine Ann’ Faulder; men, 


which will have to be trimmed plenty 
for Broadway showing. he audi- 
ence opening night was restless dur- 
ing the last act, as the point was too 


In a burst of misguided enthusi- 
khov Theatre Productions, 


an offshoot of the Chekhov dramatic : 
c often obscured because the 
| school at Ridgefield. Conn., brousht wandered off the Hines 
this production to Broadway. The Settings by Jo Mielziner ar > excel 
|result is bound to be a blightine re-|yent. lighting effects. superb “The 
lighting 


ception, for promising as the show 


'may have seemed in the friendly at- | . : 
wharf i > “st act are 
mosphere of the studio, it’s merely a| 223 f in the first act are especially 


eye-appealing. Guthrie McClintic’s 
oteli hor } curr tic S 
ylized hore Jn the cold surround direction could give supporting mem- 
ings of Times Square 


mountain-top prolog setting and the 


bers of cas 10re 

Michael Chekhov, who staged it. is actions. Kiley” 
a nevhew of the dramatist, a former | 
member of the Moscow Art Theatre | a 
and the director of the Chekhov PASTORAL 
'eehoo!l, Wiih the excention of Ellen Baltimore Oct. 23 

Van_ Volkenburg. Burke Clarke and} comea in three acts by Victor Wolfson; 
Reginald Pole, the members of the | presented by Bonfils and Somnes; staged 
cast are students there. Be Geor Somnes iting, John Root: at 

the Maryland Ba lore Oct 24 39: 

The Possessed. which George | $2.22 ton 
Shdanoff has more or less extracted | Yonderful Glory Georgette Harvey 
from the writings of Dostovevsky. is Brock......+.- -Charles Lang 
a fierce drama (in 15 scenes. with | Uarry 
one intermission) »bout revolution | Ingeborg.....................-Ruth Weston 
and the snirituol adjustments it John Banner 
quires of its followers. It contains | 
considerable wisdom relevant to! Angela. lady 
current times. and its vhilosophic ; Reef Ta Banian Cornel Wilde 
conclusions are loftv. but it is fre- | 
clumsy fn construction. It particu- | 
larlv lacks cohesive drive. Ten Broek. Altman 

yecentuates those fanlts. The nlav- 
inv is elaborately stvlized in a mood This new producing attempt by 


of vehement intensity. As with anv 
unvarving exnvression. the verform- 
ance nresently becomes monotonous 
ond hence exnrassionless. The occa- 
| sionally effective moments are 
| narently lanses into relaxed vlaying. 
| John Flynn is a npainfully con- 
| stricted central charecter about | 
whom swirl the ronilictins tides | 
of revolutionerv ideas. Woodrow | revision and much smarter pacing 
i; Chambliss is distressineiIv mannered >to make pay dirt out of the few 
las the vrotasonist of prosress-hv- sparks that are only occa- 

|] 

f 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Bonfils and Somnes is a rather mud- 
dled, incoherent attempt at sophisti- 
cated comedy. It’s involved in plot, 
overdrawn in characterization and 
unreal in dialog. 

Story deals with the middle- aged 
femme in search of ‘live and love’ 
and her final collision with fact. In 
its present shape it will need heroie 


| violence. Rastrica Straivht. Rinir| sionally evident. 

| Cuttins Hurd Hatfield and Rijen V an Ingebors (Ruth Weston) has been 
| Volkenbure ninv as thovwerh tied in living with Genko (John Banner), 
knots. Rut Marv Lou Tavior hos! for whom she left her husband. Her 
| severst effective moments, and Regi- | = and daughter, grown up, have 
| 


nald Pale is adeavate in . nushover | accented Genko to the point of glad- 


;nart. M. Dohuiinsky’s sottines are in ly in with allowances pro- 
imovressionistic mode. Accord-, vided them by their father, to main- | 
int to report, ‘The Possessed’ is an-!| tain the impecunious menage. He's 
“eled bv one of the leading nlevers.}a charming guy, this Genko, when | 
Foahe, he isn't being harried bv fears of 


!than to live and lose it, and tells it| 


| two summers ago by the South Park Players, 


| plications 


| weekly change of bill. 
‘run 12 weeks. 


Glenn 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


‘Forty-five Minutes Past Eight,’ by Ward Morehouse (Dial Press, $2.50), 


| is more or less a personal history of one of the veterans of Broadway the- 


atrical reporting. It is crammed with names, but contains little that will 
be news or infermation to readers of his ‘Broadway After Dark’ column in 
the New York Sun except a few anecdotes, opinions and observations. Bool: 


| takes mild slaps at several Broadway figures (fellow-columnists Leonard 
| Lyons (Post) and George Ross (World-Telegram) and the Leland Hayward 
| agency, for instance), 


but in general should cause little offense. 

Above all, it again illustrates Morehouse’s unique talent for making 
Broadway seem glamorous to the reader. As if to explain his knack in 
that regard, he writes in the next-to-last page: ‘I shall probably always 
stay in newspaper work, regardless of other activities. The feel for it, 
the zest for it, is not something that you acquire; it’s something that's 
always been a part of you. I find that I have retained all of the excitement 
and enterprise and wide-eyed curiosity that I had when I was doing police 
reporting in Atlanta.’ 


who dramatized ‘Tobacco Road’ and ‘Tortilla Flat’ and 
authored ‘I Must Love Someone,’ was around Broadway last week with his 
a little finger out of commission, but averred the damaged digit was not 
caused by a fistic encounter. Claimed he hurt it playing football down on 
his farm in Bucks County, Pa. 

Writer's last known scrap was when he took a poke at Richard Watts, 
of the Herald Tribune, whose notice on ‘Tortilla’ was disliked by Kirkland. 
That little affair came off in Jack Bleeck’s Artists and Writers Cafe, and 
friends of the critic dusted off the author, Last season Kirkland ribbed 
the critics in ads over their comments on ‘Someone,’ which played for 
some time, but ended far in the red. 


Jack Kirkland, 


Milton Berle’s contract for the leading part in ‘See My Lawyer,’ at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., is understood to call for a minimum of $200 a week, plus 
a sliding scale based on the gross. Reported he’s been getting about $500 
a week as a result of the comedy's profitable business. Sliding salary deals 
are usual with George Abbott, producer of ‘Lawyer.’ Idea is that it auto- 
matically adjusts the cast’s salaries to the show's boxoffice pace. There- 
fore, when the grosses slide off, the producer doesn’t have to go to Equity 
for a cut, the sliding arrangement automatically taking care of that. 

Ezra Stone, who directed ‘Lawyer’ for Abbott, went into the comedy this 
week in place of Norman Tokar. Latter replaced Robert Griffith, who 
became stage manager. 


Another member of the Bankhead family is about to embark on a stage 
eareer, She is Tallye Dunston, cousin of Tallulah’s, who has joined acting 
company of Pittsburgh Playhouse and will make her debut here next week 
in ingenue lead of ‘I Want a Policeman.’ Miss Dunston has had no pre- 
vious professional experience, having studied in New York under Frances 
Robinson-Duff and played this summer with newly-organized Green Hills 
Playhouse in Reading Pa. In private life, she is Mrs. James McKee, wife of 
the Playhouse’s head electrician, whom she met only a few months ago in 
Reading. A sister of Miss Dunston's, Louise Lamant, is also in the theatre. 
She had a role on Broadway last season in the Mare Connelly production, 
‘Everywhere I Roam.’ 


Judge M. A. Musmanno, of Common Pleas bench in Allegheny county, 
Pennsylvania, has just finished revisions on his anti-war play, ‘Last Full 
Measure, bringing it up to date, and it should be making the managerial 
rounds again in a couple of wecks. Drama was first tried out in Pittsburgh 
local summer group, but re- 
ceived only lukewarm notices at that time. 

Musmanno was co-author of original story from which Warners fashioned 
Paul Muni’s ‘Black Fury’ in 1934, and recently had a book, ‘After 12 Years.” 


published on the Sacco-Vanzetti case, in which he interceded during its 
closing stages. ‘Measure’ is his first play. 
Characters in Paul Osborne’s ‘Mornings at Seven,’ which Dwight Deere 


Wiman has in rehearsal, are said to be based on actual persons, in most 


cases the author's relatives. Comedy, which deals with the romance of a 
juvenile of 40 and ingenue of 39, was completed late last summer, after 
Osborne ha ad visited Ohio to gather additional background. 
|immigration officers or his Bulgarian + e 
countrymen coming after him as a | Scripts 
deserter from the navy. Marriage | 
would solve his problem, but ro- 
mantic Ingeborg wants ‘life and Justin Sturm, whose ‘I Know What 
love.’ I Like’ is being readied for produc- 

Borrowing sufficient funds to pro- | tion by Richard Skinner, is already 
a work on a new comedy, intended 
a farmhouse il > foo ; 
Catskills. Life would be one pas- | 28,4 vehicle for Jane Cowl. No 
toral romp hereafter, with every- | title as yet. 
body, including the help, cooperat- Harold G. Hoffman, former fov- 
ing and being paid off with chirping | ernor of New Jersey, has written a 
birds, mooing cows ard cotiee and | one-acter, ‘Nor Long Remember 
usual houschold soon attracts the at. | Which Samuel French is handling 

As c » A 4 < AALLO « 
tention of the neighboring gentry, |, Lipton and Ralph Murphy 
however, and complaints are aired | have adapted ‘Lambs Will Gamble 
about the goings-on, particularly the | from an original story by Buster 
nude bathing which is a big feature | Keaton. Script has nothing to do 


with the Lambs’ Club, whose Gam- 
bols aren’t spelled that way. 

Jim Tully has written a new one, 
‘God Loves the Irish,’ which Samuel 
French is agenting. 

Reginald LeBorg, the Hollywood 
director, has authored a_ libretto, 
‘Hail Columbia.’ Samuel French has 


of the plan to ‘love and live.’ 

One of the nearby rustics, Sam 
Ten Brock (Charles Lang), an earthy 
young fellow, is attracted to the new 
neighbors, particularlv the daughter. 
Unfortunately, however, Ingeborg 
mistakes his intentions as being 

aimed in her direction, and liking it, 
she starts airing Genko. 


Sam’s sister, a crippled meanie, | it in tow. 
| enlists the aid of the landlord to buy | Robert J. Lumet and Bert Child 
who have upse 1e quiet o > ‘ ° 
ve upset t tuiet of the | for their ‘Three Steps Down.” which 


countryside. There are further com- 


all around. and where George Abbott formerly held under 


once romance and rural charm ruled | option. Lumet is an actor and Child 
| unrestrained, sadness, suspicion and/|is program manager of station 
|sheer cussedness takes hold. It all | WBBC, Brooklyn. 
after much improbable and i OS- | « a 
sible twisting, with Willie (Wilton |.Where the Heart Is Young. cn 
Graff), Inge’s deserted husband, author isn’t to be confused with 
either of the former actresses of the 


coming on for a brief, but very help- 
same name, both of whom have mar- 


ful, moment in order to salvage a | $3 
victory for—yes, ‘life and love.’ ried and retired from the theatre. 
Miss Weston struggles bravely | Joseph C. Schrank has completed 
with the material and Banner gives | ‘Low Pressure, or the Slumbering 
the lamster admiral a musical com- | Giant’ : 
edy drawing in the best contine ental : 
tradition. Setting by Jokn Root is |, David Belasco Howard has adapted 
standout. Burm. Obediently Yours’ from his radio 
series, ‘Peter Absolute.” It is 2 co:- 
Mi tume drama with music. 
Stock House the author of ‘Recessional,’ which 
Miami Beach playhouse, to be| the Brandt & Brandt office is han- 
completed in December, will open | dling, and is now working on a new 
Jan. 8 with ‘Susan and God.’ It will | play. 
operate as a stock house with a Charles Reginald Jackson, radio 


Season will 
Will have an Equity 
company, but no names. 
Gant Gaither is managing 
Jordan is slated 


and fiction writer, is completing 2 
drama, ‘Loving Offenders,’ which Le- 
land Hayward will handle. Title 


the spot. 
direct. 


is taken from a Shakespeare s91- 
net. 
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N. ¥. News’ Salute to Deuell 


The New York Daily News yester- 
gay (Tuesday) ran this Jead editorial: 
“ “The News has a rule not to 
print obituary editorials. Because 
it is difficult to judge fairly a 
person who has just died. And 
however you judge him, it is tra- 
ditional that you should say noth- 

ing about him except good. 

‘But we want to say that in 
he case of Harvey Deuell, our 
managing editor, who died Sun- 
day afternoon, there was an al- 
most unanimous feeling through- 
out this organization of grief and 
affection for him as a friend and 
of respect for him as a crafts- 
man.’ 

One of the highest paid newspaper 
execs in the country, Deuell, 49, died 
of a heart attack near Teaneck, N. J., 
while driving to the office of his 
paper. He began his newspaper ca- 
reer on the old Denver Republican, 
became city editor of the Chicago 
Tribune in 1919, and subsequently 
editor of Liberty Magazine. When 
Liberty was acquired 
Macfadden, Deuell came to N. Y. as 
c.e. of the News, later 
assistant m.e. and subsequentliy m.e. 
upon the resignation 
Hause. 

His widow, the former Henrietta 
E. G. Kinley, was a war correspond- 
ent before her marriage, using the 
name Peggy Hull. 

His home was in Cornwall-on-the- 
Hudson, where a funeral service will 
be held this «Wed.) afternoon. 


‘Kampf’ Suit Sets Precedent 


The ruling of the U. S. Supreme | 
Court that the Houghton Mifflin Co. | 
owns a valid American copyright to , 


Adolf Hiiler’s book, ‘Mein Kampf,’ is 
significant in that it establishes a 


precedent for the protection in this | 


country of literary works of state- 
less persons. Ironically, it will aid 
many of those very persons 
were forced to flee Germany because 
of differences with the Fuehrer's 
ideology. 


The finding of the high court re-| 
sulted from the action of Stackpole | 


Sons in publishing concurrently with 
Houghton Mifflin an American 
tion of the Hitler work. Argued by 


Stackpole it was free to do so be-| 


cause Hitler’s German publishers 
had described the Fuehrer as ‘state- 
less’ at the time of the U. S. copy- 
right application. 

A lower court, in granting a tem- 
porary injunction against Stackpole, 
mentioned the unfairness of lack of 
copyright protection for stateless 
scribblers residing in the U. S., 
held it to be contrary to American 
tradition, 

The Talking 

Advertising 
and John A. Drake have worked out 
anew idea in books which they call 
The Talking Book. Calls for a pho- 
nograph record to supplement book- 
reading matter, the whole providing 
a see-and-hear of garnering fiction 
and fact. 

Pair have organized the Talking- 
Book Corp. of America to promote 
their new combo reading affair, but 
for the time being will market their 
Talking Books throuzh Doubleday 
Doran’s affiliate, the Carden City 
Publishing Co. 

Starter will be a talking book for 
juves to be called ‘Mother Goose Pa- 
rade. Book proper was done by 
Charlotte Steiner, with the sound 
accompaniment written by Carolyn 
Adams, and sung and recited by 
Alice Remsen. 


Book 


Syndicates Comics Mags 


Evidence of the growth of the 
comics mags is that the sponsors of 
these pubs are now offering their 


comics strips to the newspapers. It 
was not so long ago that the news- 
hLapers were offering their comics 
strips to the mags. 

Syndicate has been formed by 
Vincent S. Fox, head of Fox Publi- 
cations, which has a host of the 
comics mags. Fox will syndicate the 
chief of his strips to the papers. 


Exiles’ Literary Refugee 

With so many literary exiles from 
totalitarian lands in the U. S., a pub- 
lishing company has been formed in 
New York to bring out the literary 
creations of these emigres exclusive- 
ly. Company has appropriately been 
named Exiles Press and has lined up 
an ambitious schedule. 

First books to be put out under 
the new imprint will be ‘Farewell to 
Walden,’ by Florence Becker, and 
‘Some Poems of Rimbaud,’ by Ar- 
thur Rimbaud. Books will be paper- 
bound and will sell at a nominal 
orice. 
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Swansen, Agar Upped 


| Two prominent book writers who 
| still stick to the newspaper biz as 
| their basic activity are skedded for 
| promotions which will “aise them to 
| tops in their craft. Neil Swanson is 
to be upped shortly to managing edi- 
| torship of the Baltimore Evening 
Sun, and Herbert Agar becomes ed- 
| itor-in-chief of the Louisville (Ky.) 
Courier-Journal around the first of 
the year. 

$v\.anson, assistant m.e. of the Sun, 
has penned a number c. historical 


| novels, some of them in the best- | 


| seller class. He succeeds J. Edwin 
| Murphy, m.e. of the Sun for nearly 
| 20 years. 


' Agar is a Pulitzer Prize-winner for | 
| his book, ‘The People’s Choice,’ and | 


| has authored many other volumes. 

| He’s been associate editor of the 

Courier-Journal. 

: Seek German Type Boycott 

Handbills have been sent to ad- 
vertising agencies and other large 

| users of printing, requesting them 


, their orders. Circulars were drawn 
;up by the Graphic Arts Forum, 
| group of prominent names in print- 
ing advertising, art and publishing. 

On the handbills is a list of Nazi- 


‘ane type faces. Opposite each 
name is an American-made face or 
faces that correspond in appearance 
|}and use to the German. Most or- 
a of printing didn’t know the 
faces they were specifying were 
‘made in the Reich and there has 


| been a sharp detour from them since 
the information went out. 


Thurber's ‘Last Flower’ 


Harper will issue a new James 
Thurber book on Nov. 15, but it 
won't be the one previously an- | 
nounced for that date. Publishing 
j}house had already manufactured 
Thurber’s ‘Fables for Our Time’ 


when the author phoned and said he 
had written a new book, ‘The Last 
Flower.’ It is a story about the last 
|man, the last woman and the last 
flower in the world. 

Publishers agreed to replace the 
other Thurber work on the schedule. 


Pestal’s Fact Crime Mag 
Postal Publications enters the fact 
crime mag field with the conversion 

of Complete Detective Cases from a 

fiction pulp. First issue of the new 
| slick goes on the stands this week 
as a bi-monthly. It’s expected to go 
| monthly early next year. 
| Editor of Complete Detective Cases 
| is Gene Fornshell. 
rewrite staff of the N.Y. Journal 
| American, and has been turning out 
fact crime stuff for various pubs for 
the past 10 years. 

Rivkin, Spiegelgass Chores 
| Two Hollywood scenarists are cur- 
rently brushing up writing chores in 
New York. 

Allen Rivkin is putting the finish- 
ing touches to ‘Wooden Empire,’ 
coming down from his Vermont 
farm to set spring publication of the 
book. Leonard Spiegelgass is bang- 
ing out a serial contracted for by 
Good Housekeeping mag. 


Grey's Post-Mortem Works 
With a new novel, ‘Western Union,’ 
published almost simultaneous with 
his death, Zane Grey left a 
number of other completed and re- 
vised manuscripts for publication. 


4 


also 


In his last letter to his publisher, 
Harper, Grey arranged the publica- 
tion of three of these novels, ‘Thirty 
Thousand On the Hoof,” ‘The Young 
George Washington’ and ‘The Fron- 
tier Wife.’ 

New Zanesville Daily 

New daily, the News, has begun 
publication in Zanesville, O Pub- 
lisher is Earl J. Jones and James 


Alexander is managing editor. News 


is to appear evenings and Sundays. | 


Zanesville, city of less than 40,000 
population, has two other papers, the 
Times-Recorder, morning, and Sig- 
nal, evening. Both are published by 

| the Zanesville Publishing Co., head- 
;ed by W. O. Littick. 

| NEW PERIODICALS 

| United States Navy Magazine, io 
|be published by Joseph G:lbert. In- 
itended as the naval counterpart to 
the mag, Our Army. 
| headquarters in New York. 
Everywoman’s Magazine, monthly 
‘pub for femmes, to sell for 3c. Dis- 


Fublication 


tribution will be via retail establish- | 


ments, the mag’s sponsors eschew- 
ing the regular mag outlets. 

Masical Key, fortnightly mag on 
music. Publisher is Neil Fromer 


| Harrison, with publication office in 
| New York. 


not to specify German type faces in| 


He’s been on the | 


| LITERATI OBITS 

Charles J. Fox, 66, former pub- 
'lisher of the Police Gazette and son 
'of Richard K. Fox, founder of the 
mag, died Oct. 25 in Pasadena, Cal. 


perman, died Oct. 28 in New York. 
Had served the United Press and 
N.Y. Sun, and had been a cable ed- 
itor for the Laffan News Bureau. 

Ethel Wheeler Brown, 51, novelist 
and short story writer, and wife of 
Constantine Brown, foreign editor of 
the Washington Star, died Oct. 29 at 
Port Royal, Va. 

J. W. Johnsen, 85, retired Ohio 
newspaper publisher and _ writer, 
died in Circleville. O., Oct. 15. He 
was a past president of the Buck- 
eye Press Association. 
years ago he conducted a column in 
the Chicago Journal of Commerce, 
‘As J. W. J. Sees Life.’ 


CHATTER 


Palee Publishing Co. 
Louis Payne. 


formed by 


fashion editor. 

John Rhode, whose 
Murder’ has just appeared, is really 
Cecil Street. 
| Barnwell Elliott has set 


up an or- 
| ganization to publish books on ten- 
nis subjects. 

Henry F. Kern, Jr., the scribbler, 
takes Janet C. Mackenzie as his 
| bride next month. 
| Crowell-Collier Publishing Co. will 


| suspend iis Country Home mag with | 


| the December issue. 
| Thomas Dreier, 
bond Magazine, has gone to his win- 
| ter place at Snell Isle, Fla. 

Bruce Bliven, “r., has been named 
| an editorial writer on the 
York Post. He's son of the associate 
‘editor of the New Republic mag. 
Present status 
be told by Philip Kerby. of NBC, in 
his book, ‘The Victory of Television,’ 
which Harper brings out this month. 


Jean Hugard’s ‘Modern Magic 
Manual’ appears soon, the officers 
and members of the Society of 


American Magicians having given it 
their okay. 

Walt Disney closed deal with King 
Features to deliver a half-page Don- 
ald Duck comic on Sundays in ad- 
dition to the daily strip. New lay- 
out starts Dec. 10. 

Bernard Smith, who’s with Knopf, 


will have a book published’ by 
Doubleday, and Philip Van Doren 
Smith, of Simon and Schuster, is 


| doing a volume for Modern Library. 
| Gil Babbit, former press agent of 
WPEN, Philadelphia, now writing 
the gossip column in the Philly Rec- 
ord under stock byline of 
Cecil Pennyfeather. Babbit replaced 
James J. Keeney. 

The Belleville (Il].) Daily Ad- 
vocate, which has had Abraham 
Lincoln and Mark Twain among its 
contributors, last week celebrated its 
100th anniversary of publication with 
a 128-page edition. 


P.E.N. Club gave its first dinner 
‘of the season last night (Tuesday) 


in N. Y. with C. S. Forester, Julian 
Green, Anne Green, Ida A. R. Wylie, 
B. W. Huebsch and Bessie Beatty 
among the litterateurs who spoke. 


Alex Murphree, San _ Antonio 
newspaperman, has been named 
| publicity director of city of San 
Antonio. Replaces John Babcock, 


who resigned to become city editor 
of the Austin (Texas) Daily Tribune. 

Esaquire’s music editor, Carleton 
Smith. off on a South American 
jaunt in search of old Inca and Aztec 
folk-lore. Smith has a fine collec- 
tion of Caucasion and Lapp folk 
songs that he made on a 40,000 trip 
Soviet Union. 


around the 


CONCERTS-LITERATI 


VARIETY 


Martin F. Moore, 83, vet newspa- | 


Until three | 


O. E. Schoeffler is Esquire’s new 


‘Elm Tree | 


who edits Vaga- | 


New | lets, 


of television will | 


|; presented at all. 


Ballet Reviews 


BALLET RUSSE 


(DEVIL’S HOLIDAY) 


Ballet in proleg and three seenes, bys 
Vincenza Tommasini, music by Tormmesini 
from themes by Paganini, choreoxraphy by 
frederick Ashton, scenery and costumes by 
Kugene Berman, conducted Eirem 
Kurtz Produced by Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo; presented by S. HMurok, at Metro- 


politan Opera House, N. Y., "3d: 

$5.50 top. 
Principals: 

Krassovska, 


Oct. 2G, 


Alexandra Danilova, Nathalie 
Tatiana Chamie, Simon Semen- 
eff, Frederie Franklin, George Zoritch, 
Mare Platoff, Robert Irwin, Alexander 
soudovitch, 

Mlles Flotat, 
nova, Vallon, Grantzeva, 
kova, Korjinska, Kelepovseka, 


TLela- 
Geleznova, Novi- 
Hightower, 


T.acca, 


Etheridge, Miadova, Rossen, Williams, 
| Searpova; Mme, Michel Kat harotf, Nicho- 
las Beresoff, Thomas Armour. Chris Vol- 
how, Godkin, Belsky, Kokiteh, Dickson, 
Gibson, Steele, Starbuck, Milton, 
(CAPRICCIO ESPAGNOL) 

Ballet in one scene, by Leonide Massine, 
jtnusic by 
iby Massine in collaboration with Areenti- 
nita, seenery and costumes ty Muriane An 
dreu, conducted by Ktrem Kurtz Produced 
by Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo: presented 
by S. Hurok, at Metropillan Opera House, 
Oct. 27, °89: $3.80 ton. 

Principals: Mia Slavenskn, Nliexandr: 
Danilova, Leonide Massine, Andre Mglev- 
sky. 

Ensemble: Miles. Marra, Flotat. Chamie, 
Searpova, Novikova, Franca, houdenke, 


Rosson, Grantzeva, Mladova, Geleznova 


Lauret, Ovlova; Mm, Semenoff, Armour, 
Godkin, Beresoff, Dickson. Gibson Kateha- 
voff, Steele, Zoritch, Volkoff, Keokitech, 
Irwin, Starbuck, Milton. 


For its ninth American season, the 


‘Ballet Russe is offering six new bal- | 


two of which it presented 
Thursday (26) and Friday (27). Cur- 
rent engagement at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, N. Y., is slated to con- 
tinue through mid-November, after 
| which the troupe will embark on its 
/nationwide trek. 

Last Thursday's premiere, already 
postponed two weeks, almost didn’t 
come off at all. Several of the prin- 
cipal dancers were caught in Europe 
by the war and had been unable to 
|get passage to the U. S. However, 
the last members finally arrived on 
the Rotterdam the morning of the 
opening, had a rehearsal that after- 
noon and managed to get the curtain 
up on time for the preem—something 
of an achievement itself. Under the 
circumstances, the wonder isn't that 
the two new ballets, ‘Devil's Holiday’ 
and ‘Capriccio Espagnol,’ are some- 
what rough, but that they could be 
Both need more 
rehearsal, but both are surprisingly 
smooth, considering everything. 

‘Devil’s Holiday’ is the longer, 
more elaborate and likely to be the 
more popular of the two. To Vin- 
cenza Tommasini’s development of 
Paganini’s ‘Carnival in Venice,’ it 
tells a simple little ballet story, with 
a wealth of lively color and striking 
costumes. There is some excellent 
pantomime. and the dancing is al- 
ready nearly up to the Monte Carlo 
standard. Alexandra Danilova. one 
of the veterans of the troupe. dances 
charmingly as the girl, with Frederic 
Franklin brilliant as the boy, Mare 
Platoff scoring as the devil and 
Nathalie Krassovska as a gypsy lass. 


‘Capriccio Espagnol’ is an even 
simpler piece, offering a less graphic 
story than ‘Holiday’ and less spec- 
tacular dancing scope. Mia Sla- 
vanska and Leonide Massine, in 
black wigs and colorful costumes 
highlight this Spanish-stvle dance 


the final moments of which mount to 
an arousing pitch. 

3usiness at both the first two bills 
was considerably more than capacity 


| of the ample Met and. from indica- 


N. Y. Newspaper Women’s Club 
will hold another lecture course on 
various aspects of newspaper work 
starting tonight (Wednesday) with a 
number prominent newspapel 
workers as leciure Course will be, 
held in the club’s headquarters 
First lecturer is Hugh Baillie, prez 


of United Press 


Symph to Give 6 Concerts 


At the H’wood Pantages 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Philharmonie Symphony orchestra 
closed a deal for six concerts at the 
| Pantages theatre, Hollywood, in ad- 
‘dition to its regular schedule at the 
auditorium in downtown Los An- 
geles, 

Hollywood dates are Jan. 25-26 and 
Feb. 8-9-22-23. Leopold Stokowski 
conducts the opener. 


St. L. Symph te Tour 
St. Louis, Oct. 31. 

Eighteen cities in nine midwest 
states will 
Louis symph during its 60th season 
| that gets under way Friday (3). 

Vladimir Golschmann is back for 
his ninth consecutive year as baton- 
waver. 


lis the 


be visited by the St. ; 


tions, the Monte Carlo should again 
score a hefty boxoffice success. The 
only ballet troupe that has been able 
to retain the traditional air of glam- 
our that once surrounded the old 
Russian ballet, the company seems 
headed for an even more successful 
tour than in previous seasons. Its 


least equal to former 
reputation has been 


Hobe, 


personnel is at 
vears and its 
steadily growing. 


Bali and Java Dancers 


Currently in the second vear of its 
world tour, this troupe from Bali 
and Java last week opened its first 
U. S. appearance. Outfit has played 
through Asia and Africa and had 
extensive dates through Europe, but 
cancelled them when war broke out 
there. It’s slated to return home 
sometime next spring. 

Striking thing about the company 
commercial aspect of its 


dancing. It’s scarcely calculated to 


appeal to the general public, but it | 


should be a definite click with fol- 
lowers of the dance, and not alone 
for its novelty. Dances are surpris- 


|ingly easy for western people to 


understand, much more so, for 
stance, than the ultra-stylized and 
traditional Chinese dances. In addi- 
tion, after a few moments, the spec- 
tator vyrows accustomed to the move- 


ances 


in- | 


1 ents and can appreciate their grace 
and picturesqueness. All the dances 
are graphic and most of them have 
a fairly clear story. Some are com- 


paratively violent and several have 
touches of sly wit. One is vocal 
offering by the entire group, with 
some laughable pantomime. The 


settings are simple, but effective in 
the oriental mode of design. 

Devi Dja dances a number of the 
featured parts. She handles 
the artistic and business arrenge- 
ments of the troupe. At the Sunday 
evening (29) performance the house 
was nearly full and attendance has 
been excellent for other perform- 
to date. Company. which 
numbers about 30, including the 
native orchestra, is comparatively 
expensive to troupe, but is guaran- 
teed at least some break because it 
is booked on a subscription basis bv 
Columbia Concerts Corp. If shrewd- 
ly handled, it should draw fairly 
profitable extra attendance. Hobe, 


New Ballet Group 
To Vie As Concert 


alsO 


Rival 


The Ballet Theatre, new  terp 
group, is laying plans to buck NBC 
and CBS concert bookings through- 
out the U. S. Stand of four to six 
| weeks in New York, set to start 
about Jan. 4, will be made in a legit 
house, as yet unbooked. Date will 
tee off the group. 

Six-week tour of the country will 
follow the N. Y. engagement. In- 
|stead of sticking to small towns 
which NBC and CBS bookings never 
hit, Ballet Theatre will confine itself 
to metropolitan centers, batiling the 
major bookers on their own ground. 
Other indie concert organizations, 
such as Ballet Caravan, manage to 
arrange profitable engagemenis only 
by cultivating the sticks. 

Plan of Alexander Kahn, managing 
director of the new organization, is 
to set up his own ticket-selling and 
promotional organization in those 
towns where NBC and CBS reps 
won't handle his group. Kahn is a 
former Boston newspaper editor and 
was for years a Parisian opera ime 
presario. His assistant is Richard 
Pleasant, who last year managed the 
Mordkin ballet, which the new ore 
ganization has taken over in pzurt. 
It has, in addition, placed under con- 
tract eight well known choreograph- 
ers in its efforts to break in on the 
principal ballet, the Sol Hurok-NBC- 
booked Ballet Russe de Monte Curio. 

No other ballet, including the 
Monte Carlo, has ever had more then 
three choreographers. The Ballet 
Theatre’s ballet directors include 
Mikhail Mordkin; Michel Fokine. 
merly of the Monte Carlo; Adolph 
Bohn, of the San Francisco Opera: 
Antony Tudor, of the Sadljer’s Wells 
Opera House, London; Andree How- 
ard, of the London ballet: Agnes de 
Mille, niece of Cecil B.; Eugene Tvr- 
ing, of the Ballet Caravan, and Jose 
Fernandez, who has done legit 
film dance staging. 

The new troupe consisis of 50 in 
the principal group, plus a 
unit of 20 Negroes and another of 12 
Spanish dancers. 


for- 


and 
Specia ] 


New M’kee Unit Would 
Replace WPA Symph 


Milwaukee, Oct. 3}. 


Milwaukee's already uncertain fu- 


ture as to a symphony orchestra was 
further clouded Wednesday (25) by 
an announcement that a new organi- 
zation had been formed to back <¢ 
ocal orchestra. This group would 
call itself the Milwaukee Com- 
munity Concert Association and its 
orchestra presumably would take 
the place of the federally backed 


unit that played last summer in local 
parks, 

Plans include the sale of 150.000 
tickets at $1 each, engagement of @ 
nationally known director, 10 con- 
certs in the winter and 16 in the 
summer and free programs in 
schools. This would call for an out- 
lay of $140,000. 

Meantime, the county’ board, 
through its WPA committee, is still 
pondering support to the Wisconsin 
Federal Symph., which has played 
the Jast few years under direction of 
Dr. Sigfrid Prager. The Govern 
ment demands all projecis 
huve loca] sponsorship. 


| 
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Broadway 


Mother-in-law of Charles Burton 
Passed away. 

The Charles Grays motoring to 
Miami for the winter. 

John Gobbi may go to Florida this 
winter for the season. 

Mrs. Louis Finske, wife of Par's 
Colorado operator, in town. ; 

Patsy Kelly seeking a play in 
which she would like to appear. 

Regina Crewe to the Coast and a 
probable film studio connection. 

Eddie Stevenson, fashion expert at 
RKO studio, vacationing in town. 
Mary Cohan, George M.’s daugh- 


ter, chirping at Mon Paris, nitery. | 
d tures and Public Relations.’ 


Louis Pollock, Universal pub-a 
head in N. Y., vacationing in Miami. | 

Billy Stone connected with Edward | 
Choate outfit which will produce | 
legit. | 

Double Thanksgiving this year, 
regarded a break for eateries, the- 
atres, etc. 

C. J. Oswald, who travels most of 
the year for Paramount, back in) 
town for a while. 

Margaret Perry, back from her) 
Idaho ranch, will remain in New| 
York until January. 

Gertrude Lawrence tossed a_ sur- | 
prise birthday party for Radie 
Harris at the Plaza. | 

Sammy Schwartz, manager of ‘No| 
Code to Guide Here,’ being produced 
by Alfred de Liagre. ai 

Jim Brennan, IATSE v.p., long laid 
up, out of the hospital and on the 
way to full recovery. Ca 

Pat Rooney hosted the unit which | 
played with him at the Roxy. He's 
celebrating 50 years on the stage. 

Ruth Schwerin, recovered from a, 
six-month illness, has resigned from 
Monogram. Future plans not set. | 

Linda Ware, in ‘Star Maker’ (Par): 
arrives tomorrow (Thurs.) for a’ 
personal at the Paramount, Newark. | 

Arthur Goldberg, with Leo Spitz's | 
law office in Chicago, here on busi- | 
ness concerning the Spitz & Adcock | 
firm. 
Al Rosen, recently undergoing a! 
serious operation, has suffered a set- 
back, requiring additional hospitali- 
zation. 

Louis Nizer will be one of the 
principal lecturers on motion picture 
law tomorrow (Thursday) night at, 

Mrs. David Rose, wife of Para- 
mount’s managing director in Great | 
Britain, due in from London today 
(Wednesday). 

Rene Racover, French theatre-res- 
taurant impresario, will produce the 
new revue for the International 
the first of the year. 

Monroe Greenthal, director of ex- 

loitation and sales promotion for 
Dnited Artists, due back from the 
Coast today (Wednesday ). 

Genevieve Collings, of the Hal 
Roach publicity department on the 
Coast, in New York on her first 
trip east. Strictly a vacash. 

Eddy Duchin has been taking dra- 
matic lessons. Figures one day some- 
body will do a film on Gershwin and 
he’s aiming for the assignment. 

A new rug, measuring 40 by 58 
feet, claimed to be the largest in the 
world, has been installed in the ro- 
tunda of the Roxy. It cost $15,000. 

Vincent Sardi back at his restau- 
rant after his recent appendicitis at- 
tack. Didn’t have an operation. Vin- 
cent, Jr., will marry a non-pro on 
Nov. 11. 

Douglas Gilbert has returned to 
the World-Telegram' after two 
months off at Bay Head, N. J., and 
Stockbridge, Mass., to work on his 
book about vaudeville. 

Eve Ellman, formerly with Para- 
mount on the Coast and now Mrs. 
Dwight H. Boyden, hubby being a 
writer, are doing the town prior to 
shoving off for Florida. 


| of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 


|regime when special permit was 


prez, had one of biggest and most 
representative turnouts ever at an- 
nual dinner-dance at Astor, Friday 
night (27), with executives from | 
Barney Balaban down, plus out-of- | 
|town Parites, attending. | 
Departure of Arihur Donegan | 
}from Warner where he) 
handled syndicates, 
kins, assistant to Mitchell Rawson, | 
'now handling that as well as N.Y. | 
dailies, with Bob Williams his as- 
sistant. Donegan joined NBC pub- | 
licity. 

| Arthur De Bra, public relations| 
l rep at the Hays office, was principal | 
speaker yesterday (Tuesday) at the 
| noonday meeting of the National As- 
‘sociation of Accredited Publicity 
| Directors. He spoke on ‘Motion Pic- 


Liberal 


Continued from page 5 


tical matters to same extent as Du- 
plessis. New Liberal administration 
may therefore favor loosening up on 
beer commercials and a movement | 
in this direction might soften stand | 


which has jurisdiction over all copy. 

Duplessis administration made 
strenuous efforts to stamp out al- 
leged Communist activities by means 
of the Padlock Law which closed 
any building in which red literature 
was found, but virtually ignored the 
Fascist menace which had easy going 
with literature stirring anti-Jewish 
prejudice until the Royal Canadian 
Mounted stopped French-Canadian 
Nazi leader, Adrien Arcand, under 
the War Measures Act. Constitution- 
lity of the Padlock Law has yet 
to be affirmed by the highest courts 
in the Empire. And under Federal 
Administration which never fell for 
the phoney red scare it is doubtful 
that Padlock Law will be strictly 
enforced by the Provincial Liberals, 
unless for cause, 

Film Houses 


Best break that pictures houses in 
province could get would be repeal 
of the law which prohibits minors 
from attending picture houses. Some 
progress was made during Duplessis 


given for showing of ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
to kids. Premier Duplessis was on | 
the verge of repealing the law 
against minors on several occasions 
during the past few years, only to 
be stopped at the last minute by 
church authorities. Here also a Lib- 
eral administration may be able to 
effect adjustments, since there is 
now no logical basis for the legisla- 
tion which prohibits children up to 
16 from seeing pictures. Law was 
originally adopted in a hurry be- 
cause of a disastrous fire in an east 
end barn which did not comply with 
fire regulations. Scores of children 
met death in the blaze and the pro- 
vincial government then passed the 
law keeping children out of theatres 
not on grounds of morality but for | 
reasons of safety. Strict enforcement 
of fire laws applying to theatres has 
always been the answer rather than 
arbitrary ban on films and the new 
Liberal government may be inclined | 
to see things in this light. 


Ezra Stone Into ‘Siwash’; 
Air ‘Aldrich’ From Coast | 


Hollywood, Oct, 31. 


Tom Adrian Cracraft gave his 
electric orchestra an airing before 
celebs from the film business at a 
party which Elsa Maxwell tossed at 
the Waldorf last Tuesday (24). 

Anna Erskine is assistant to Joshua 
Logan, stager of Paul Osborne's 
‘Mornings at Seven’ for Dwight 
Wiman. She also scripts the Metro- 


politan Opera Auditions radio series. | 


Eddie Convey of Loew’s State 
planning a hunting party for Novem- 
ber at his place up-State, with Frank 
Shelling, house electrician, among 
those who’ll try their luck with deer. 

Ninety-day option has been pur- 
chased by screenwriter Bartlett Cor- 
mack on ‘Portrait of Jenny,’ Red 
Book serial by Robert Nathan. Cor- 
mack will prepare a shooting script 
on spec. 

‘I Know What I Like,’ the Justin 
Sturm comedy which Richard Skin- 
ner is readying, is localed in a 57th 
street gallery, but Donald Oenslager, 
who's doing the sets, will not make it 
identifiable. 

Jack Cohn, Columbia Pix v.p., 
celebrated his 50th birthday on Fri- 
day (27). First most of his staff 
knew of it was the arrival of a giant 
birthday cake frorma Leo Liudy, tte 
restaurateur. 

Robert Breen, who directed and 
played Mephistopheles in ‘Speak of 
the Devil,’ revised version of ‘Faust,’ 
which had a three-performance run 
at the Nora Bayes, may be shipped 
to the Coast for a screen test. 

Heavy Warner money went on 
Charlienfeld, a two-year-old in the 
first race at Empire, Yonkers, N. Y., 
Friday (27), horse winning. Charlie 
Einfeld of WB doesn’t know the 

owner, but he had the nag across the 
board. 


Paramount Pep Club, Joe Wood be required and the collegians will 


| Paramount’s ‘At Good Old Siwash.’ | 
One-picture contract still has a cou- 
ple of wrinkles to be settled, but | 
should be signed this week. 
Currently playing the title part in! 
|‘The Life of Henry Aldrich’ radio | 
series, Stone would broadcast the 
program from the Coast during pro- | 
|duction of the picture. Shooting is 
Slated to start Nov. 14. The William 
Morris office is agenting. 


Stone’s Legiter 
Ezra Stone, who directed George 
| Abbott’s production of ‘See My Law- | 
| yer,’ at the Biltmore, N. Y., this 
week received featured billing in the | 
comedy with Milton Berle and/ 
Teddy Hart. He went into the cast 
last week. 
Stated that he intends returning 
to the show as soon as he completes 
‘Siwash.’ 


Knox College Goes ‘Siwash’ 
St. Louis, Oct. 31. 

More than 300 undergraduates at 
Knox College, Galesburg, IIL, near 
here, are prepping for a brief film 
career as extras when a Paramount 
unit visits the college to make ‘At | 
Good Old Siwash,’ b»sed on one of | 
George Fitch’s ‘Siwash College’ 
Stories. Knox was the locale of 
Fitch’s yarns and the arrival of an 
advance crew to select locations, etc., 
| has thrown the educational institu- 
| tion into a turmoil. 
I. is expected that t1.2e weeks will 


Barnes, Diana Churchill, 


London 


Empire. theatre, Kilburn, which 
twice had vaudeville and twice pic- 
tures, shifting to legit. 

Sonny Miller doing road show for 


‘Keep Smiling,’ Tom Arnold road 
show which played summer season 


at Douglas, Isle of Man, is being | 
bolstered by the inclusion of Jack | 


Doyle and Movita (Mrs. Doyle). 


Anglo-American Films’ first revue, | 


‘Laugh It Off.’ has started shooting 
at Elstree. Those lined up, besides 


Tommy Trinder, are Geraldo’s band, | 


Leon Cortez and the Coster band. 

British Consolidated Pictures, 
headed by Kurt Alexander and Mau- 
rice Elvey, doing one for Grand Na- 
tional (London) at Twickenham 
studios. Cast headed by Barry K. 
Alastair 
Sim and Ruby Miller. David Mac- 
donald directing. 

‘The Women’ is going out on tour, 
28 of the original 40 femmes in the 
cast being still in England, with 
management seeking locals to fill the 
breach. O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee, 
who had a piece in the show with 
Gilbert Miller and Jack Buchanan, 
are sponsoring the tour. Show opens 
in Birmingham. 


Paris 


Pola Negri at Deauville. 

Dramatist-humorist Maurice Don- 
nay celebrated 80th birthday. 

Producer Andre Davin demobil- 
ized because he was considered unfit. 

Mme. Raphael Koning-Sisos, of the 
Comedie Francaise, dead after long 
illness. 

Entertainment sections in French 
press slowly regaining some of their 
former proportions. 

French press announced arrest of 
Leni Riefenstahl for smuggling cur- 
rency to Switzerland. 

Ballet dancer Serge Lifar ap- 
pointed to organize a tour with his 
Opera ballet for charity. 

Jean Murat, above the age limit 
for military service, attempting to be 
engaged as an interpreter by British 
Aviation Corps. 

Committee to aid mobilized actors 
and their families includes Francoise 
Rosay, Jean Benoit-Levy, Gaby Mor- 
lay, Charles Borguet, with Louis 
Lumiere as president. 

Opera Comique opened its doors 


| with ‘Thais’ and followed with ‘La 


Traviata’ the next day. The Opera 
and Opera Comique schedule one 
opera apiece per week. 

French radio announcer at Stut- 
gart, Paul Ferdonnet, known as one 
of the ‘Stutgart traitors,’ although 
very much absent, to be court- 
martialed by Paris military tribunal. 

Reports that pic actor Albert 
Prejean and crooner Charles Trenet, 
both pilots, had been shot down 
denied by French press. Reports that 
actresses Elvire Popesco and Reni 
Ketti had been executed for spying 
equally denied. 

Military marriage between co- 
median Pills and blues singer 
Lucienne Boyer followed by others: 
Elvire Popesco and Viscount Se- 
bastian Foy, ABC entertainer Oleo 
and Corp. Francois Arnaud, Renee 
Faure of the Comedie Francaise and 
Lieut. Renaud Mary, and pic actor 
Dalio and Comedie Francaise actress 
Francoise Delille to unannounced 
partners. 

Yves Chataigneau, head of the 
Cinema Division at the Information 
Bureau, named head of committee 
whose duty it will be to thoroughly 
study French cinema situation and 
make proposals for its normalization. 


Feyder, Marcel L’Herbier, Jean 
Renoir and J. de Baroncelli. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


The Lew Marcurs motoring to} 


Miami for the winter. 

Eddie Peyton to the Red Horse 
Tavern in Stubenville, O., for a 
run. 

Mary Lee, juve warbler with Ted 
Weems, celebrated her 13th birth- 
day. 

Singer Jay Loring, with Jimmy 
Gamble’s orch, had _ her tonsils 
clipped. 

Harry Seeds’ lad, Marty, and Elea- 
nor Wolken, have announced their 
engagement. 

Al Fremont’s band at the Willows 


| is personally managed by the young 


maestro’s father. 

The Deibold twins have given up 
nitery dancing and are now doing 
modeling exclusively. 

Dick Stabile stops off tonight 
(Wednesday) for a one-nighter at 
the Palisades, McKeesport. 

Art Schwerin’s book on makeup, 
‘Makeup Magic,’ has just been pub- 
lished by Northwestern Press. 

John Montague in ahead of ‘Leave 
It to Me,’ and Tom Burrows here 
drum-beating ‘Outward Bound.’ 

Edward Everett Horton came in a 
day early in order to attend Variety 
Club shindig Sunday night (29). 

Joan Blondell met the newspaper 
gang for a few minutes when her 
train stopped here en route to New 
York. 

Jules Green, WB’s Belmar man- 


ager, all right again after getting 


slugged by couple of holdup men. 
New ice show, ‘Vanities of 1940,’ 

with Lois Dworshak and Vivi-Anne 

_Hulten, debuts at Duquesne Garden 

Nov. 13. 

_ Rita. Rhey off for New York to 

;join Paul Whiteman at the Hotel 


Bros. 
has John Haw-'! Jimmy James, in which he's co-star-| New Yorker, where latter’s band is 
|ring Sid Millward and his Nitwits. 


| featured. 


N.Y. Cinema City 


Continued from page 3 
and the two stagehand locals, around 
300. 


The Resolution 

A resolution, prepared by Scappa 
of Local 52, Studio Mechanics (equiv- 
alent to Studio Technicians on 
Coast) and adopted by 52, was pre- 
sented before a recent meeting of the 
State Federation of Labor. Already 
in the hands of Mayor LaGuardia, it 
reads as follows: 

‘Whereas, the motion picture in- 
dustry is now almost 100% produced 
in the city of Los Angeles, to which 
city it has been gradually moving for 
the past 25 years, and now employs 
;in that city about half a million peo- 
ple: and 

‘Whereas, this industry started in 
the City of New York years ago and 
| developed gradually from a novelty 
into one of the largest industries in 
the United States; and 

‘Whereas, a very large portion of 
the money to produce these pictures 
is advanced to Los Angeles producers 
| by New York City banks; and 

‘Whereas, 10% of the pictures 
made each year, if they were pro- 
duced in the State of New York, 
would employ directly about 10.000 
peeete and indirectly about 41,000; 

ei 

‘Resolved, that the New York State 
Federation of Labor at this conven- 
tion assembled, pledges itself to co- 
operate with the organized workers 
in this field in their efforts-to secure 
a portion of this work for the work- 
ers of New York State.’ 


Christie’s 3 at $150,000 


Al Christie’s three pictures for 
; Monogram, to be made in the east, 
| will be budgeted at $150,000 all told, 
| with a larger portion this 
|amount allocated to one of the fea- 
tures, the balance to be split between 
the other two. Financing is all set 
with cooperation of Eastern Service 
|studios, Astoria, L. I., where the 
three films will be shot. 

W. Ray Johnston, president of 
Monogram, and Frank L. Spiedell, 
together with Charles Glett, of the 
| studio have been huddling for three 
| weeks in setting up the deal. 


Newsreel Photogs Union 
Expects New Deal Soon 


International Photographers Union, 
which is chiefly concerned presently 
with newsreel cameramen, is looking 
toward a settlement of a new wage- 
hour agreement with the newsreel 
companies next week. Pat Casey 
now is on the Coast, but union of- 
ficials believe he will return shortly 
and that a new pact then will be 
worked out. 

Cameramen’s union presently is 


Ezra Stone, legit and radio actor | It includes directors and producers| working under the original agree- 
| Jean Benoit-Levy, Raymond Bernard,| ment which was made shortly be- 


and director, is set for > in | 
wy or the lead in| Rene Clair, Julien Duvivier, Jacques | fore the NRA was ruled unconstitu- 


‘tional Union lensmen are reported 
dissatisfied with the wording of the 
present contract which has made 
possible joint coverage by two or 
more reels on the same event, their 
claim being that this deprives sev- 
eral men of regular employment. 
That is said to be the stumbling 


thus far. Matter of wages and hours 
spent at work does not represent 
| any material difference between the 
union and the newsreel companies, 
it is said. 
Hawks Talks African 
>: 
Pic With Hemingway 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Howard Hawks is dickering with 
Ernest Hemingway for the produc- 
tion of a picture localed in Africa. 
Producer-director, currently han- 
dling ‘His Girl Friday’ at Columbia, 


leaves for Key West, Fla., in 10 days 
to huddle with the author. 


M-G Epic Historical 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Panorama of early American his- 
tory, with a cast of topflight players, 
is on the production slate at Metro 
under the title, ‘Dawn's Early Light,’ 
based on a story by Dorothy Thomp- 
son and Fritz Kortner, 

Deal was arranged personall 
Louis B. Mayer, 


Made East; Via Mono. 


block in negotiations accomplished | 


Hollywood 


Louis B, Mayer to Louisville. 

Robert Taylor to Mexico City. 

= Basil Rathbones adopted baby 
girl. 

: Sol Dolgin recovering from opera- 
ion. 

George Bancroft recovering from 
surgery. 

California next year votes on day- 
light saving. 

Van Nest Polglase laid up with 
| pneumonia. 
| Jane Withers called off her tour 
of Australia. 

Dan Keefe recovering from stom- 
ach operation, 

Frank McHugh back to work after 
| week’s illness. 
| Ruth Taub in from London to 
gander studios. 

Lester Elliott back on the job after 
a year’s illness. 

Harold Hurley back from two- 
month vacation. 

Joseph J. O'Neill, Warners press 
agent, seriously ill. 

Eleanor Powell out for a week 
with a foot infection. 

Gloria Dickson checking off War- 
ners lot after four years. 

Henry Kruse moved in as general 
manager of Cinematone studio. 

Alan Hersholt and Osa Massen to 
Carmel for delayed honeymoon. 

Jules Furthman and Myron Selz- 
| nick settled their feud out of court, 

Arthur Wirtz in from Chicago to 
confer on Sonja Henie’s new ice 
show. 

Sonja Henie’s brother, Leif, com- 
ing from Norway to be her business 
manager. 

Edwin L. Marin and his wife 
reached a property settlement in 
their divorce suit. 

Mose Gumble recalled to Manhat- 
tan by Music Publishers Holding 
Corp. after a year in Hollywood. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Trade remains at nice level. 

Charles Norman, comedian, back 
from London, 

‘Wuthering Heigths’ (UA) doing 
smash biz in Sydney for Hoyts. 

Jack Lester may do a musical for 
| Dave Martin at Minerva, Sydney. 
|} Legit revival of ‘Why Girls Leave 
| Home’ quickly hit the skids in Bris- 

bane. 

| Western Suburbs Cinemas said to 
ibe dickering for indie Broadway 
'chain in Sydney. 

| ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), after record run 
|in Sydney, is now doing smash trade 
|in Melbourne for Hoyts. 

Syd Greisman, local rep for Asso- 
ciated Talking Pictures, has changed 
his moniker to Syd Gresham. 

Censors nixed ‘There Ain’t No 
| Justice’ (ATP) for showing in Aus- 
‘tralia, It’s a mitt-slinging opus. 

Al Zimmey is the U. S. m.c. for 
the vaude-revue unit starring 
George Robey in Sydney for Tivoli 
Theatres. 

‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) is a hit 
'in Melbourne for Hoyts. Another 
|doing top trade is ‘Mikado’ (GB), 
same center. 

Wirth’s circus is doing good trade 
‘out in the stix with U. S., Conti- 
inental and local acts. Unit may do 

New Zealand season. 

| Greater Union spotted novel 
stage nresentation at State, Svdney, 
| with ‘When Tomorrow Comes” (U). 
'It’s a ping-pong exhibition between 
| Hunearian champs. 

‘I Killed the Count’ no dice in Mel- 
bourne for Williamson-Tait. Tan 
Keith played lead. This one mav be 
given a try later in Sydney by Dave 
| Martin at his Minerva. 

‘There'll Always Be An England,’ 
| Little Sir Echo’ and ‘Three Little 
| Fishes’ are the most played numbers 
lin these parts. So far, there has 
| been no return to straight war songs. 

Hugh J. Ward, who raised over 
$1 000.000 with charity shows during 
| 1914-18, may come out of retirement 
stage special shows for various 
units connected with war work here. 

Stock company, including Joy 
| Howarth (Constance Worth) and 

| Alfred Firth. will do a series of old- 
timers in New Zealand for indie 
manavsement. First will be ‘Up in 
Mabel’s Room.’ 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Eddie Ruben head of film men’s 
Community Fund drive team. 

Richard LaBeau, Paramount dis- 
trict manager, up from Kansas City. 

Ernie Lund resigning as Para- 
mount booker to join United Artists’ 
sales staff. 

H. Workman, M-G_ branch 
manager, recovered in health and 
doing full-time duty again. 

Gordie Greene, Minnesota theatre 
managing director, flew to New York 
in quest of stage name attractions. 

Ben Kalmensen, Warner’ Bros. 
western division manager, in from 
New York along with H. M. Herbel, 
district manager. 

Bob LaPiner, of Minnesota Amus. 
Co., interviewed over radio regard- 
ing his hobby—building air-condi- 
tioned birdhouses. 

_Lawrence Welk’s ‘Champagne Mu- 

sic’ into the Minnesota Terrace, 
succeeding Bob Zurke, who’s now 
en route to the Paramount theatre, 
New York. 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
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make up for their lack of lustre by | 


peing real, genuine folks, 


‘Farmers are very inquisitive when | 


«+ comes to learning what other 
termers do; farmers have a commun- 
ity pride not ordinarily found in 
urban sections; farmers have a genu- 
ine love for the folk lore of country 
people; and farmers are drawn to 


pe! sonalities who allow themselves 
to go out through the microphone. 
The station that fulfills these de- 


mands on the part of the farmer is 
probably doing a decent farm job. 

‘In the writer’s mind, some of the 
thines a station should do in a farm 
territory first of all are: 

‘1. Provide adequate market re- 
poris. 

‘29. Provide adequate news cover- 
ave. both local and otherwise. 

‘3 Present as many good, simple, 
real personalities as possible. 

‘4. Stay away from 
type broadcasting. 

‘5. Originate as many programs as 
possible from the farm and from 
rural gatherings such as farm broad- 
corn huskings, ete. 

Make opportunities for farm 


casts, 


‘6. 


folks to get together in connection | 


with the station. 
‘7. Service rural schools, 


‘arm Stations Ana 


Continued from page 21 


lyzed 


mean that a farm station 
broadcast hillbilly music exclusively. 
A certain amount of hillbilly musie, 
hymns, popular melodies, novelty 
songs and instrumental combinations 
should be broadcast in correct pro- 
portions to fit the desires of the rural 
audience which the individual station 
serves. 

‘3. Accurate, up-to-the - minute 
and complete farm markets should 
be given at regular intervals daily. 
the rural listener has a definite in- 
terest in these market reports, and 
greatly appreciates up-to-the-minute 
broadcasts. 

“4. 


in news broadcasts. It is 


frequently throughout the day. In 
our case, we broadcast news on the 
hour every hour. These periods are 
five minutes in length, with fifteen- 


minute summaries 
throughout the day. 

‘5. I believe that a farm station 
should cooperate with the various 


services, the 
Department of Agri- 


agricultural extension 
United States 


should | 


The rural listener, because: of | 
the fact that his newspaper comes to | 
| him usually a day late, is greatly in- 
| terested 
my opinion that a farm station would | 
do well to broadcast up-to-the-min- 


|}ute news in terse informative sivle 
scare-head | 


interspersed | 


‘Outdoor Men, AGVA 


To Meet on Pacts 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Outdoor division of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists meets at a 
general parley with the Internation- 
al Association of Fairs and Exposi- 
tions here in December. 

Discussion will be part of AGVA’s | 
organizational drive. Scale calling 
for a weekly minimum On the road | 
of $50 for actors and $30 weekly 
for chorus girls is being prepared. 


What Makes Sta. 
er from page 21 


alert to outside stunts forget the 
| radio audience. 

Harold Wheelahan, of WSMB, New 
Orleans, believes that a station often 
| exercises a lot of showmanly courage 
) in turning down local business in 
|order to continue network prestige 
| programs, such as Toscanini, Dam- 
rosch, Catholic Hour, ete. Although 
such programs are national in origin 
'and the other fellow gets the credit 
‘for their merit, the willingness of a 
local station to make sacrifices in 
' the name of well-balanced service is 
properly assayable as evidence of 


| tired from the Yiddish stage 20 years 


|plays in association with Edwin A. Louis, 


| Yiddish legit company, however. 


, had appeared with such Yiddish stars 


Bertha 


| . . . 
| Surviving are his widow, Rebecca 


OBLTUARTES 


ALICE BRADY 
Alice Brady, 47, died Oct. 28 of 


, died at his Cleveland home, Oct. 30. 
of various complications. 


cancer at the Le Roy Sanitarium, Further details are in the music 
New York. Actress had returned department. 

from Hollywood in serious condition 

about three weeks ago and was in an John James, 68, film theatre op- 
oxygen tent when she expired. erator in St. Louis for 25 years, died 


Details in legit section this issue. 


| Oct. 27 in the De Paul hospital there 
|of pneumonia following an illness of 
two weeks. James and his nephew, 
Thomas, owned and operated the 
Douglas and the Strand, both cater- 
ing to Negro trade. Widow, one son, 
and six grandchildren sur- 


SIGMUND WEINTRAUB 
Sigmund Weinstraub, 65, who re- 


ago to book Yiddish acts and stage 
Relkin, died of a heart attack 


New York, Oct. 26. | 
A native of Bessarabia, he came to | 


in' vive. 


Louis J. Engel, 39, well known Co- 


_the U. S. as a small boy and se-' lumbia Pix salesman in Pittsburgh 
| cured employment as a cigar worker. 


until stricken ill several years ago, 
He soon joined Boris Thomashefsky’s | died at his home in Pittsburgh last 
A week of a heart attack. His widow 
director of the Liberty theatre, he survives. She’s sec to Pittsburgh’s 
Columbia branch manager, Art 
Kalich, Jacob Adler and Levy. Interment in the smoky city. 
Jacob Kessler. ~— 
Ward Morris, 48, theatre manager, 
| Weintraub, an actress; two daughiers, died Oct. 26 in Rochester, Minn., 
| 


| 


William 


‘b. Plug in the farmer's interests. ulture. and the various ty far local showmanship by station man- 
‘9. Don't attempt to compete with | nd ver agement, Wheelahan contends, 
the networks and 50,000 watters in | ureaus organizations in issemina- | ‘Balance’ is much in the mind of 


‘broadcasters. Bill Schudt, of WKRC, | 
: ore Cincinnati, writes: ‘I do not feel that | 


stantly producing and maki avail- | | i 
s yt a ng ava ] showmanship should be stressed in| Frances and Pearl, and a son, Milton, 
able for use by the farmers. 


production and in ideas, 
‘One of the surest ways I know of | 


to keep a farm station in good favor He had been 


manager of Fox-West Coast Rialto 


after a long illness. 


with the farmer is to service him) lone department of a radio station | Manager of the Yiddish Art theatre, ‘ 
and let him know that you are his land not in others. It should be N.Y. San Francisco, for several years and 
station, primarily, not just another | equally spread. and emphasized | oe was on leave of absence since July 1 


William E. McDonald 


Prograin 


station attempting to outdo the net- ;for treatment at the Mayo clinic. 
| 


works and large stations by running 
the same type of program schedule 


throughout the organization.’ | LESLIE J. SPILLER 


' Mh connection with the so-called | Leslie J. Spiller, 39, legit producer | Mrs. Josephine Ditrichstein, 75, 


‘farm stations,’ a special fund of com- | 
sg and press agent, who, in association widow of Leo Ditrichstein, actor and 


KFNF, Shenandoah, Iowa 


they do.’ ent has also been accummulated ‘ 
| by Variety for the better governing | One | playwright, died of a heart attack in 
C R Ri h d ‘The general attitude of all who) of the Showmanship Survey in 1939. | Sunday Afternoon in 1933, died ae "4 Cos Cob, Conn., Oct. 25. Since her 
° ‘ icharadson appear before the microphone in-| Extracts from station comment is @ brief illness in New York Oct. 27.| husband's death in 1928 she had been 


is i | Born in London, he came to New 4 resident of Florence, Italy, but had 
ee ee York as a tea salesman in 1920. He recently returned to the U. S. as a 
i became press rep for John Cort and, result of ihe war. 
Harry A. Florsheim, and subsequent- | i 
‘ly acted in similar capacities for the| Raymond D. Scudder, 38, on NBC's 


cluding both announcers and enter- 
| tainers, should be one of informality. 
That does not mean loss of dignity, 
but does involve an entire absence | 


Manager 
WRAN, Danville, Ill. 


MARRIAGES 


‘We have learned from experience 


that one of the greatest services you | 


can render the rural area is news at 
times when it is possible for the 
farmers listen. 
learned that the farm bulletins from 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture and the various state 
universaries do not pull a very great 


amount of audience. These bulletins | 


can be obtained by any farmer who | 
show cx as a po 
source and asks for | 


writes to the 
his name to be put on their mailing 
list. For that reason we feel there 
is no need for a duplication. 


‘We have learned that the farmer 


likes to have his promotions (county | 


fairs, fields days, corn husking con- 
tests, and various field demonstra- 
tions) noticed and broadcast. 


‘We have found it advisable to 
send station talent out with our 
broadcast crew to all these events. 
In some places we have made a 
charge for this talent, while in oth- 
ers, where there was an inability to 
pay, we have sent the talent at our 
own expense. This practice has been 
very successful, and has made us a 
lot of friends throughout the rich 
rural area surrounding Danville. 

“We cooperate with all the county 
Farm. Advisors in our broadcast area 
and give them free announcements 
for al] their meetings. As proof of 
the success of this program, I can 
fell you that about two-thirds of the 
mail we pull at the station comes 
from small towns and farms outside 
of Danville. We have a mobile 
transmitter unit which we use to 
serve the rural communities and 
promote station listeners. In our 
opinion, this type of service makes 
many more friends among the farm- 
ers than do the more flashy types of 
promotion used by a few of the big- 
ger stations. A farmer is a simple 
man, and the spectacular attempt at 
showmanship doesn’t seem to im- 
press him very favorably. 

‘If you boil it all down, you will 
find that radio means more to the 
person living in the small town or 
on a farm than to persons living in 
cities. When you understand why 
this is true, you will understand why 
the farmer wants information and 
help rather than spectacular stunts.’ 


Walter J. Rothschild 


Commercial Manager, 
WTAD, Quincy, II. 


‘1. A farm station should main- 
tain @ friendly, consistent contact 


With its listeners. By that. I mean 


announcers should avoid the 
tentatious form of delivery. 

‘2. The programs should be well 
does not necessarily 


Oalanced. It 


We have also, 


of ‘stiff shirt.’ 


‘Program content must of necessity 


include not only the special appeal 
to rural and small-town listeners, 
but is influenced largely by the char- 
acter of the commercials carried. 


From that point, we may draw some | 


conclusions as to the 
angle. 


tiser’s campaign has been successful, 


showmanship 


favor of the station. 

‘There a delicate balance be- 
tween what is commonly referred to 
as farm station talent and many fea- 
tures heard regularly on the metro- 
politan stations, After all, the farm 
people of today, many of them col- 
lege graduates, all of them 
schooled (at least in this area) are as 


Is 


a group, keen observers in every 
phase of life. They like what is 
known as farm station talent but 
thev also headline their likes with 
news, weather and market reports, 
farm service talks, home economic , 
programs, eic. To achieve the fine 


balance in radio programs, to main- 
tain the farm institutionalism and to 


do it in the informal manner is the 
basis for the judgement of the show- 
manship at anv so-called farm sta- 
tion. Listener interest. commercial 
results. age of the siation, ete... are 
other factors which also might be 
considered.’ 
F. C. Eighmey 
Manager 
KGLO, Mason Citu, Iowa 

‘First. and most important. a com- 
plete daily reporting of the livestock 
and grain markets 

‘Second. a news broadcasting 
schedule designed to coincide with 
the times that the farmer is in the 
house or in the barns, 

Third, an educational series di- 
rected at reaching the 4-H clubs and 
farm bureaus, whether by speaker 
or round table discussion of farm 
problems. 

Fourth. a complete reporting of 
farm activity which includes fairs, 


county, district and regional; a pub- 
that 


lic service program announces 
the various grange and small town 
{farm meetings. And, last but not 
'least, a complete reporting of the 
corn husking contest. 

Our surveys have shown that the 


farmers of Iowa, particularly of our 
territory, are not interested in hill- 
billy music, in fact, they resent it. 
But last vear when KGLO, at the re- 
quest of Wallace's Farmer, handled 
the broadcasting incident to the state 
cornhusking contest with its mobile 
unit, over 40.000 people turned out. 


In other words, if the adver- | 


well | 


‘Oct. 28, at Yuma. He’s with the! 
|Zeppo Marx Agency, Hollywood. 
| Leola Frazier to Pat Arensman, in | 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 20. Bride is vocal- | 
ist with Al Fremont’s band, he’s | 
with Hod Williams orch. 
| Peggy Latta to Bill Deibold, in 
| Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. Bride is daughter 
of C. J. Latta, assistant zone man- | 
ager for WB in Pitt. 

Andrea Leeds to Bob Howard, in | 
Del Monte, Cal., Oct. 25. Bride is 
‘film player. | 

| 
| 


Faye Martin to Carl R. Anderson, 
in Los Angeles, Oct. 24. Bride is stage 
actress and singer. 

Ruth Mack to Leopold Friedman, | 
in New York, Oct. 26. He's chief of 
Loew’s legal dept. 

Dorothy Coy. WEEI songstress, 
Boston, to Charles K. Hammond, in 
Quincy, Mass., Oct. 30. Groom non- 
pro. 

Ethel Chesbrough to Walter Miles, 
in Frazeyburg, O., Oct. 25. Bride is! 
owner of Chesbrough chain of thea- 
tres: he’s associated with the Ohio 
Censor Board in Columbus. 

Ann Todd to Nigel Tangye, in Lon- 
don, Oct. 27. Bride British film 
actress; he’s an officer in the Royal 
Air Force. 


is 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jarman,’ 
daughter, in Durham, N. C.. Oct. 24. 
Father is manager of WDNC, Dur- 
ham. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Link. son, in 
Chicago, Oct. 23. Hes with Ray 
Pearl's orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lonergan, 
son. in Hollywood, Oct. 27 Fathe1 
is in Metro art department 

Mr and Mrs Ken Aneser, 
daughter, in New York, Oct. 26. 
Father with Warner Bros. pub-ad 
dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lindley Jones, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 23. 
Father is musical director for cine- 
' matone studios. 

Mr. and Mrs. Boris  Petroff, 
daughter, in Hollywood. Oct. 25. 
Father is stage producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Newmann, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Father is office manager of Colum- 
bia’s Los Angeles exchange. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berger, son, 
Oct. 28, in New York. Father is 

| managing director of the St. Louis | 
municipal opera company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Neblett, son, 
in Columbus, O., Oct. 20. Father 
is sports announcer for WBNS, Col- | 
umbus, 


Ethelyn Owens to Harry Hinkle, | 


| 
rector and holder of the Guggenheim 


| ing Horses’ and ‘John One Hundred,’ | 


, his 


late A. L. Erlanger and Louis Werba. | continuity staff for 10 years, was 


Last year he operated the Brichton | killed by a N. Y. subway train, 
Beach theatre, Brighton Beach, N.Y. after falling from the platform 
Surviving is his widow, Margaret. | Oct. 27. 
Survived by widow and father. 
EM JO BASSHE | Details in the radio section. 
Em Jo Basshe, 40, playwright, di- | Father of Dorothy Dick, former 


songwriter and wife of Harry Link, 
general professional manager of Leo 
Feist, died after an operation in 
Philadelphia Oct. 30. 

Mark Rumsey, 70, oldtime ma- 
gician, died Oct. 23 in Detroit. For 
| years he worked the chautauqua cir- 
cuits. Survived by widow, one son 
and daughter. 


Fellowship in 1931 for creative work | 
in the theatre, died in New York | 
Oct. 29. 

He was the author of ‘Doomsday 
Circus,’ produced in Germany in 
1932, and the short plays, ‘Snicker- 


produced at the Civic Repertory and 
Daly’s, N. Y., in 1936. He directed 
the Paul Green plays, ‘Roll, Sweet 
Chariot’ and ‘Serpentine.’ 


Wife of Dan Mainwaring, film 
press agent, who writes fiction un- 
der name of Geoffrey Homes, died 


DR. KARL FISCHEL 

Dr. Karl Fischel, 62, medical di- 
rector of the Will Rogers hospital, 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., died Oct, 29) 
of heart failure. He had been well | 
known to show biz folks because of 
association with the Rogers, 
which caters to the profession. 


Oct. 29 in Los Angeles. 


Father, 69, of B. Franklin Kamsler, 
producer, 


theatrical died in New 


IN MEMORY 


Born in Prague, Dr. Fischel had OF THE SAINTLY SHOWMAN 
been a member of the National Wil | 1AM MORRIS 
Tuberculosis Association of Frank- 


lin County (N. Y.), and the Saranac 
Lake Medical Society. 

Daughter and two grandsons sur- 
vive. 


DIED NOVEMBER 2, 1952 


G. J. 


York Oct. 
ness. 
Bernice, a concert singer. 


30 after a two-week ill- 
Also surviving is a daughter, 


CHARLES 8S. LEVIN 
Charles S. Levin, 73, secretary of 


Fox Theatr ‘or n Fox Film 
atre Corp. and Foy Frederick H. Hoffman, Jr., 30, for- 
Corp. before their reorganization and : 
7 ‘ merly a tenor soloist with Shubert 
merger with 20th Century, leaped or 
musicals in New York, died in Col- 


fell to his death from a building ad- 


: umbus, O., Oct. 27. 
joining the Cameo theatre. N. Y ‘ 


on 


Oct. 25. He had recently been joint Heinrich Feld 72 ‘atin ot Ske 
operator! of the Cameo. Feld. actor. and Rudy Feld. one 
He was reported by business asso- time art director for UPA in Ger. 


‘late ave been i ailing healt} on 
ciates to have been in failing health many, died Oct. 28 in Los Angeles, 


Widow. Mrs. Alice Levin, survives 9 
- - Mrs. Rose Judell, 74, stepmother of 
PIERRE C. LEVY B. N. Judell, Hollywood film pro- 
Pierre C. Levy, 53, manaver of the ducer, died in Milwaukee Oct. 22 
after a brief il)ness. 


Interstate theatres in Fort Worth, 
died of a heart ailment in that city 
Oct. 15. He was one of the first the- 


Sir Arthur Evans Clare, 


74. father 


atre owners in Fort Worth. of actress Gladys George, died Oct. 
Survived by widow, the former 25 in Hollywood. 

Evelyn Lehr, onetime member of 

the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’; his mother and Father of Sem, Herb and Max 


Lutz, all in the music business, died 


a sister. 
in Chicago Oct. 27. 


CARLOS DE VALDEZ 


Neb. Fair in Black 


Carlos de Valdez, 50, stage and 
screen actor, died Oct. 30 in Encino, Lincoln, Oct. 31. 
Glin Nebraska State Fair, held the first 
m ac- | week in Se ptember, announced in- 
| tress, survives. /come of $109,274 against listed ex- 
| penditures of $111.900. 
SIMON FOX A carryover of $7,500 from the 


Simon Fox, 81, father of the mu- ! previous year, however, put the expo 
Fox 


sic publishers, Sam and Harry over the hurdles 


| 
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VARIETY 


HELP YOUR COMPLEXION 
STAY LOVELY WITH 
LUX TOILET SOAPS 
ACTIVE LATHER.! USE 
IT REGULARLY 


AKE HOLLYWOOD'S TIP—use gentle 

Lux Toilet Soap every day to help 
your skin stay smooth. Its ACTIVE lather 
cleanses thoroughly—removes every 
trace of dust, dirt and stale cosmetics. 
With Lux Toilet Soap care you don’t risk 
Cosmetic Skin—the dullness, tiny blem- 
ishes, enlarged pores that come from im- 
proper cleansing. Use cosmetics all you 
like—but be sure you give your skin the 
protection of gentle ACTIVE-lather care. 


= 
= 


